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ee Railroads Guarantee Mob Scenes 
+ — As Come-on to Headliner Clients 











































Chicago, March ®. 

Railroads are making a strong 
Did for show business travellers, 
contacting theatres, radio studios 
d picture companies to offer stars 
@very inducement to use their lines 
An the hope of getting a free ride 
mn the newspaper columns. 
Chicago as a terminal point with 
Hs changing of trains for east and 
vest journeys is being used by the 
ailroads for their publicity try. 
Lines are guaranteeing the stars 
that there will be crowds at the 
stations to see them arrive and de- 
part. Railroads go to considerable 
expense to guarantee these mobs 
nd use a portion of their office 
oo for the crowd noises. They 
post notices on bulletin boards with 
Msts Of girls and office boys who 
must be at the stations to greet or 
Mem'wave goodbye to certain trains. 
ilroads usually rotate the office 
elp on this station assignment so 
as not to have the same faces at 
the depot day after day. 


~4FILM BUG BITES SON 
7) OF PRES. CLEVELAND 


Boston, March 19. 


Francis Grover Cleveland, son of 
fhe former President and a well- 
known stock leading man_ here- 
= abouts, is going into pictures. Class- 
mate of John Davis Lodge at Har- 
vard, he is like Lodge also a law- 
yer; and also like Lodge, he mar- 
ried a beautiful stage dancer. And 
in both cases it was the wife’s urg- 
ing that he try a film career. 

Cleveland is 29, 5 feet 11, weighs 
4165, and is dark and siender. In 
Win‘erview he said he thinks the 
WHegit is about dead. 
= Conrad Nagel helped the young 
“actor make coast contacts. His 
Smother, Mrs. Frances Cleveland 
Preston, was one of the chief spon- 
sors of her son's theatre enterprise, 
“The Barnstormers.’ 


: Comedie Francaise 
> Will Broadcast Plays 


Paris, March 19. 


4 Comedie Francaise, after a meet- 
Ming of its director, Emil Fabre, with 
anagers of Opera, Opera Comique 
d Odeon, has decided to let its 
lays be broadcast. 
+ Movement is on foot, however, in 
tWwiew of threatened cut of subsidies, 
ho make state radio pay the theatre 
‘or the privilege. 
Decision is especially surprising 
HWnasmuch as the Comedie has for 
rs been fighting talking pictures, 
Pccasionally permiting its actor- 








seagate to make them, but always 


nly after a struggle, 


0. 0. Mcintyre Symphony 


San Francisco, March 19. 
NBC’s musical director, Meredith 
Willson, has written a musical suite, 
‘O. O. McIntyre,’ based on Odd's col- 


umn, and given its debut on a trans- 
continental show last week. 





Willson penned the suite in 
three movements, ‘Thingumbobs,’ 
‘Thoughts While Strolling’ and 
‘Local Boy Makes Good,’ winding 


up with ‘New York Day by Day: 
Author -uldn’t find any musical 
description for O. O.’s purple shirts. 


TALK WARBLERS 
TRADE UNION 


Hollywood, March 19. 


With the object of uniting sing- 
ers for pix, radio, vaude, opera and 
musical comedy into a nationwide 
organization along lines of Actors’ 
Equity and American Federation of 
Musicians, Singers Guild, local 
American Federation of Labor af- 
filiate is in correspondence with 
warblers’ organizations throughout 
the country and labor officials. 

Definite action is up to Associated 
Actors and Arti-tes of America, from 
(Contrnued on page 57) 


Miners Getting Acts 
In Northern Gold Fields 


Winnipeg, March 19. 
Miners in northern Manitoba's 
gold fields are getting something 
besides pictures these days, with 
stage acts now being booked up to 
the Northland theatre at Flin Flon., 
center of the province’s newest 
mining activity north of 54. 
First live talent to hit this frozen 
north was Fay Baker, fanner. who 
struck the mining town in 40 below 
weather. 
Harold Hutchings, Fay Baker's 
manager and booker of the house, 
next tried a local radio harmony 
act, Sweethearts of the Air (Stacey 
Sisters and Olive Garrard). Stood 
‘em up at the Northland first week 
and were held over. 














MANAGER’S SURPRISE 
Utica, March 19. 

When Bert Leighton, city man- 
ager for Warner Brothers, read a 
news item about a student missing 
from Colgate University it was just 
another story to him. 

But when the youth returned, 
Leighton discovered that the stu- 
dent, Karl Schmidt, had eloped 








with hig daughter, Josephine 


be defrayed 
tours’ company does not share with 
the line on the income to the bar; 


SHOWBOAT~-’34 STYLE 





ON THE OGEAN 
WITH STOCK COS 


Permanent Casts of 12 to 53 
with Specialty Acts— 
M.C.’s, Films, Concerts 
and All the Trimmings 








SHOW BIZ EVOLUTION 


By ABEL GREEN 


The steamship lines are now in 
show biz. And how! 

Instead of Cap'n Andy’s Cotton 
Blossom plying the Mississippi it’s 
now a de luxe 30,000-ton vessel with 
all the swank accoutrements of 
transatlantic travel, French cuisine, 
vintage wines—and a nightly ship- 
board entertainment on a floating 
palace which makes the Mississippi 
River showboats appear as kinder- 
garten entertainments. 

As Show Boating in the 1934 
manner has been evolved, the s.s. 
lines—chartered by the tours’ pro- 
ducers—are equipped with a perma- 
nent cruise show that’s at a mini- 
mum of 12 and runs up to 53 per- 


sons. They're merely the perma- 
nent corps of entertainers, lectur- 
ers, platform’ singers, dramatic 


stock, and m.c., all exclusive of the 
variety talent which varies with 
each cruise. These supplementary 
acts are booked for each cruise and 
there’s a weiting list because it’s 
a deadhead vacation for the talent 
with all expenses paid, including 
tips to their cabin and dining room 
stewards, boots, et al. 

Only thing is that the likker must 
individually as the 


(Continued on page 59) 





Not Even Rubinoff 





High spot at the Lambs 
Gambol Saturday meght (17) 
cane when Al Jolson began 


good-natuiealy kidding radio, 
with M. H. Aylesworth and 
David Sarnoff in the audience. 
He told both, directly address- 
ing ‘em, he didn’t care what 
they thought because he was 
on his own and among friends 
at this party and they couldn’t 
blue-pencil his material. 

Then he spoke about NBC 
efficiency. New NBC building 
is so hotcha in expert high- 
hattedness that musicians have 
to use a special elevator, like 
freight. Mischa Elman, Jolson 
said, arrived one day last week 
and was shunted by the ushers 
to the rear musicians’ elevator. 
‘But I'm Misch Elman,’ he ex- 
postulated, according to Al. 
‘’m broadcasting tonight.’ 

‘I don’t care if you’re Rubin- 
off, Jolson quotes the usher 
as saying. ‘The back elevator 
for fiddlers.’ 


> 
wv 


|hattan for two purposes: 


Dietrich, Swanson, 
Lupe-Tarzan in 


Arliss’ Screen Shylock | 


Hollywood, March 19. 


The Shakespearean Film Society, 
desirous of protrucing a memorial 
picture to the bard, has $750,000 
to make ‘Merchant of Venice’ and 
has offered the part of Shylock to 
George Arliss. Offer came from Sir 
Frank Benson in London, with 
Rufus Le Maire sailing from New 
York on Wednesday (21) to nego- 
tiate the deal for Arliss. 

Likely that the society may do 
a second Shakespearean with this 
star. 


NAME BANDS IN 
TOWN HALL; 2c 


Pasadena, March 19. 

This town knows how to keep the 
boys and girls from straying from 
their own yards. The parents just 
open up the town hall every week- 
end and have a name band on 
hand to play sweet music. The 
kiddies are nicked two-bits 
apiece to cover the orchestra fees, 
but still stuiut is profitable. 

The Woman’s Club sponsors 
these struggles. The hall where 
they are staged comfortably ac- 
commodates 250, and at each event 
there are 1,500. 

Doors are’ opened at 8 p.m. and 
15 minutes later it is necessary to 
rope off the sidewalks. Those com- 
ing after this go to a nearby store 
and listen via radio. Those who 
sport auto radios have the edge, 
they can be sure that they won't 
have to stand up in the corner 
grocery when all the chairs put out 
for this purpose are filled. 

When they announce the next 
week's band some of ’'em don’t want 
to go home for fear of not getting 
back in. 














only 





Copying ‘Wonder Bar’ 
Set for N. Y. Nitery 


Billy Rose will pattern the Man- 
hattan theatre, recently signatured 
by the Casino de Paree syndicate, 
along the same lines as the ‘Won- 
der Bar’ in the Warner Bros. film 
production. Rose has asked Al Jol- 
son to get the legal okay for him 
to copy the WB film setting. 

Paree firm has acquired the Man- 
for pro- 
tection, since it’s just around the 
corner, and as a pop-priced nitery 
scaled to the mass purse and not as 
recherce as the Casino. 

Syndicate also mulling plans 
for similar type niteries for big key 


is 














cities. 


Raft, Crosby, 
Bway Stage Rush 





> 


Having held back up to now on 
Loew's splurge with Metro film 
names at the Capitol, New York. 
the rival Broadway Paramount is 
about to make it a battle royal by 
calling on a flock of names from its 
own affiliated picture studio. Mar- 
lene Dietrich, Gloria Swanson, Bing 
Crosby and George Raft are already 
set and others will follow. 

As regards salaries, the sky’s the 
limit. Swanson, going in April 13. 
gets $7,500. George Raft, who 
starts the film name parade March 
30, is down for $3,500. Crosby, 
coming late in April, will draw 
$5,000 guarantee plus percentage. 
Terms and date for Miss Dietrich 
not yet set, but reported she'll re- 
ceive her studio salary and a per- 
centage split. All may also play a 
week in Brooklyn. 

Par’s film name array is in answer 
to the Capitol’s booking of Clark 
Gable, Ramon Novarro,  Lione! 
Barrymore, May Robson and Jimmie 
Durante. Latter is there currently, 
along with Lou Holtz and Polly 
Moran in a $17,000 stage show. This 
show, which holds over, will be fol- 
lowed March 380 by Paul White- 
man’s band unit, coming in for two 
weeks at $8,000 per with options for 
two more. A deal 1s reported on 
for *Wallace Beery to continue the 
Metro film name personal appear- 
ances at the Capitol after that, also 


(Continued on page 58) 


Missed a Nifty 


Des Moines, March 19. 

H. C. Kunkleman, cameraman for 
Pacific Films, Waterloo, Ia., was 
taking pictures of the First National 
Bank, Mason City, Iowa, for A. H. 
Blank Theatre Corp. last week 
when the seven bandits, said to be 
headed by John Dillinger, arrived on 
the scene. A look-out was detailed 
tc hold his machine gun on Kunkle- 
man and told him, ‘If there’s going 
to be any shooting, we’ll do it.’ 

The cameraman resumed crank- 
ing as soon as the bandits relaxed 
their guard, escaping with over 
$52,000 and 13 employes and cus- 
tomers of the bank as hostages. 
Two men were injured by machine 
gun fire but all of the hostages es- 
caped injury although they were 
placed on the fenders, running 
boards and even one on the tire 
rack for a ride of about fifteen miles. 

Kunkleman’s shots of the bank 
before and after were rushed to 
Blank’s theatres for release but 
Kunkleman is still moaning because 
his camera was set too close to ac- 
tion. 











KIDDING THE FANNERS 


Minneapolis, March 19. 


Gayety, local stock burlesque 
house, has something new in fan 
dancing. 


As a featured attraction, it is of- 
fering a 400-pound fan dancer, 
‘Princess Voluptua,’ 
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Pictures—What a Soft Racket! Says. 
Geo. White, Who Learned Nothing 


2 VARIETY 


Ad Endorsement Forgeries Influence 
Studios to Turn to N. Y. in Future 


























oe +. 
iad 7. ? ° Pictures—there’s a nice busj 
ots wod, March 1 Gable’s Aide Makes Good vom 
rorhiagee et Par Snags Tracy e's Aide Makes labo Steud Ginces. Waite. inte 
After repeatedly denying that soft racket Nothing to it. No 
names of femme p.cture stars had — 5 — 
sane . mystery about it. Anyone who ca 
been forged to release endorsements Hollywood, March 19. Wh cl "oe rng ree 18. produce for the stage can sana 
for hosiery advertising, F. Heath Paramount has given Lee Tracy ~ “w a ens - 9 a picture. It's the same thing— 
Cobb, Hollywood representative of |a three-picture contract to be made pater tg manneeen was & 3 entertainment; the only difference 
re) «© % . . 


is that the stage is harder, its pro- 
portionate returns less. 

‘They tell you to come out and 
learn the business, like it’s some 


the Blaker Advertising Agency, Inc., 
of New York has admitted that he 
traced over the signatures from 
other releases of such stars as Mae 


in one year’s time. 

It was expected that Tracy would 
close a similar deal with Universal, 
but he stopped negotiations on it 


Gable told Metro about it and 
now she owns a Metro picture con- 
tract. 


—s 











othy 
forgeries. 


firm make the Mojud femme 


West, Claudette Colbert, Sylvia Friday and wound up with Par deep secret,’ said White upon hig 
poet —"< — oe agreement. return from making his first pie, 
ombara Myrna, oy,” olen LIL HARVEY AND FOX [Sznio™omncet cn. iE 
Moore, Wynne Gibson and Irene rote ge eg par tA ages i] 
Dunne. He also admitted that the ETHEL JACKSON SEEKS WILL MAHONEY KISS AND MAKE UP technical terms, soon as you can 


Lee and 


signatures of Norma Shearer, Dor- 
Lenore Ulric were 


Investigation as to the authen- 
ticity of these signatures has been 
going on for 10 days among legal! 


departments of the studios. 


Releases were sent on by Cobb to 


$100,000 ON ‘LADY’ 


Los Angeles, March 19. 
Ethel Jackson has filed a $100,000 
plagiarism suit against Twentieth 





Next Week, March 23, Paramount, 
New York. 

The Boston Traveler said: “Head- 
ing the stage revue, ‘Vogue and 
Fancies,’ is Will Mahoney—the one 
and only. It makes no difference 
how often you see Mahoney, he is 
always a refreshing treat, and he 





Hollywood, March 19. 
New three-year pact just signed 
by Lilian Harvey with Fox cements 
renewed amity between the English 
actress and the studio which was 
ruffled some months ago when Miss 


say fade-out, lap-dissolve with the 
rest of them, soon as you know that 
the film turns over a foot and a 
half a second or 90 feet a minute, 
you know the whole mystery. If 
you've put on, shows, of course. 
‘Cutting—the same as routining 
a show. Close-ups same as brings 


George M. Perry in New York, rep- |, ae 7 - : 
aeieiedion the account of the th. % Century, Ss. Geor ge Ullman, director, | gets this ete ne vote any se 4S/Harvey brought suit to prevent |ing an act down to the foots. Pre- 
Judson, Voehringer Co., Inc., which and Gilbert | Emery and Douglas porn ni lll unniest comedians | qupbing of her voice into foreign | view—tryout at Atlantic City. Get 

Doty, scenarists. Charges defend- | ©” SAGs. versions of her pix. a good camera man—that’s most 


hos- 


iery. Latter concern then wrote the 


film girls. A letter sent by N. 


Newman requested 


ae 
wnat selection 


ants with having appropriated ele- 
ments of her two stories, ‘As the 
Wind Bloweth’ and ‘Gallant Lady,’ 


All Communications Direct to 
Will Mahoney 
460-80th Street 














Court action has been dismissed 
and all difficulties between the sig- 
natories washed up. Trio of pix 


important; treat your crews right—~ 
for the crews can retard your proe- 
duction or get it out on schedule; 








of stockings they wanted to make, wel Ann Harding picture, "Gal- Brooklyn, New York involved in Miss Harvey’s com- | watch out that the film is accurate« 

and most of the actresses imme- lant Lady. plaint are ‘I Am Suzanne,’ ‘My Lips |ly synchronized with the sound 

diately took the matter up with the ae ens poems in = ee. fs Betray’ and ‘My Weakness,’ player |track, that the rhythm of the action { 

heads of their publicity depart- — a e su mitted her lit- Cant End Chair having contended that dubbing in | matches the beat of the music—and i 

ments. y properties to Ullman for or ows of her voice without making an | you're set.’ ! 
reading; that the stories were re- actual new version would result in It’s Too Easy 


Planned Campaign 


Mojud Hosiery had 


turned by him, but that both stories, 
together with a detailed script, were 


At Hebrew Univ. in 


ridicule and loss of her prestige in 
She had 


The more White compares pic- 


Meantime, 
planned a campaign to cost $100,000 
in which the names of the stars 
were to be used. 

The studios were under the im- 
pression that the releases were for 
the A. S, Beck Shoe Co., for whom 
Cobb had previously obtained studio 
releases. Cobb eventually stated 
that he thought he would be able 
to get the okays of the same people 
who had endorsed the Beck Shoe 
campaign for ‘Mojud Hosiery, and 
that to save time he simply traced 
over the signatures of the stars that 
had subscribed to the shoe idea onto 
the forms used for the hosiery 
clients. 

Perry’s Personal Account 

The Blaker agency in New York, 
throuch Pettingill, informed that 
Perry had no connection with the 
firm, that Mojud was Perry’s per- 
sonal .account and that the agency 
had nothing to do with the Mojud 
releases. Pettingill said that Perry, 
a vear ago, had qesk space in the 
o Blaker offices in New York, ‘al- 

though not on salary, and that he. 
worked on picture ueups . Pettingill | 
also stated that he had faith::in: 


England and Europe. 
asked Superior Court to interpret 
her previous contract for such a 
defintion of what constituted a ver- 
sion. 


Le Maire Abroad for 
Arliss and Others 


Hollywood, March 19, 

Rufus Le Maire ha= left for New 
York and London, sailing on the 
Berengaria March 21, Le Maire goes 
abroad to handle several film prop- 
ositions made to George Arliss, 
whom he manages, and also to at- 
tend to a number of personal mat- 
ters for the star. 

Le Maire expects to remain 
England four weeks. 


| 
tures and the stage the easier the { 
picture thing looks to him. Direct- | 
ing in the theatre has to be letter | 
perfect, 100%. It’s got to assure a 
| flaveless performance, something 
that can be repeated night after 
night in its entirety. But in the 
studio any lummox, he says, can get | 
it perfect once, and she’s only got 
to get it perfect that once, and for | 
a once that only lasts a few sec- 
onds. How else do chorus girls go 
out to Hollywood and become all of 
a sudden great actresses, he asks, g 
Because nobody sees the 20 trys 
that are thrown away before at last 
they get the right take, he explains. 

In the theatre the chorus must 


(Continued on page 63) 


WAMPAS EXTENDS TIME . 
FOR BABY NOMINEES ° 


Hollywood, March 19. 
Wampas has extended the time 
of nomination of baby stars to the 
night of the election of the starlets, 


copied and subs@quently made ac- 
cessible to the writers, director and 
producer of ‘Gallant Lady.’ 
Restraining order against show- 
ing the picture, together with a 
court accounting, is demanded, in 
addition to the alleged damages. 


Fred Jackman’s World 
Tour on Biz-Pleasure 


Hollywood, March 19. 

Combining business with pleasure, 
Fred Jackman, head of Warner 
process photography department, 
leaves today (Monday) for the 
Orient on the first lap of a world 
tour. 

Jackman, who will be away six 
months, will be accompanied by his 
son, and the pair will photograph 
atmosphere and background shots 
in countries visited for Warners. 
Footage secured, which will prob- 
ably run as high as 100,000 feet, will 
be placed on company’s stock library 


Palestine for Wife 


~ Chicago, March 19. 

Eddie Cantor has donated a seat 
of instruction and research at the 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem to 
perpetuate the name of his wife, 
Ida. 

This makes the second seat at the 
Hebrew University for the Cantor 
family, the first having been do- 
nated by an Eddie Cantor fan from 
St. Louis to Eddie personally. 


RAFT SIGNS FOR 3 
. MORE YEARS AT PAR 


Hollywood, March 19. 
Prior to his departure for the east 
on a combined personal appearance 
and vacation trip, George Raft got 
together with Paramount and signed 
a new contract for three years to 
follow balance of his present agree- 
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Ties Holtz Stooge 


Hollywood, March 19. 
Benny Baker, former stage stooge 
for Lou Holtz, has been placed un- 





Perry and declarea that Perry might for future use as backgrounds for ment, which expires in 1935. der contract by Henry Ginsberg of March 27. i 

have worked with Cobb because of|| process scenes. Raft will be away 10 weeks, doing Hal Roach‘ Studios. Baker. starts Nominations were _ previously | 

the latter's studio acquaintance-/ personals at the Paramount houses . closed at the last meeting, but so 

shin ' | in New York, Brooklyn and Boston See. REAL Rent week. many names came in later for the 
de Stooge came to the coast with : : ] 


13 spots that it was decided to give 
them all a break. Today 38 young 
fem players are seeking election. 


Borzages Better | 


Hollywood, March 19. 


for a week each. He may hop to 
Europe also. . 

Player’s present deal, which has 
another year to go, provides for 
weekly salary of $1,350 a week. It is 
understood the new pact carries a 
healthy tilt. 


Holtz some time ago. 


Howard Green’s Vacash 


Hollywood, March 19. 
Howard J. Green completes his 
assignment on ‘Magoo’ at Paramount 
this week and treks to New York 
with his wife on a two months’ va- 
cash. It's his first trip east in eight 


Studios say this forgery of signa-., 
tures will cause them to tighten on; 
everything connected with release 
endorsements in future. It is likely, 
they may insist that everything in 
this line be handled through New 
York hereafter. d 








Re-Creating ‘Adeline’ 


Hollywood, March 19. 
Irene Franklin and Charles But- 
terworth will play the roles they 
created in the stage producton of 











‘Rhythm 
film. 
east. 


PENNER’S WB CHORE 


Hollywood, March 19. 


Warners has signed Joe Penner’ 
for a radio broadcastig sequence .in: 


in the Air,’ 
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ether-theme 
Penner .will shoot it in -the 
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‘| years. 


On his return he will assume fur- 
ther chores at Par. 





PAUL FRAWLEY AT FOX 


Holly wood, March 19. 
Paul Frawley, from musical com- 
edy, is at Fox where he will delve 
into production matters. 
He is assistant casting directo-. 





SAILINGS 


April 4 (New York to London) 
J. H. Hoffberg (Roosevelt). 

April 3 (San Francisco to Wel- 
lington) Arthur W. Kelly (Mont- 
erey). 

March 23 (San _ Francisco to 
Shanghai) Joe E. Brown and wife 
(Pres. Hoover). 

March 23 (New York to London) 
Groves Jones (Pres. Harding). 

March 21 (London to New York) 
John W. Hicks, Jr., Morris Simson 
(Olympic). 

March 21 (New York to London) 
Rufus Le Maire (Berengaria). 

March 17 (New York to London), 
Harry M. Warner, Sam W. Sax, 
Arthur M. Loew, Mrs. Blanche 
Knopf (Conte di Savoia). 

March 17 (New York to Paris), 
Jeanne Aubert, Katherine Hepburn, 
Tommy Guinan, Lowe, Burnoff and 
Wensley, Eddie Lewis (Paris). 

March 16 (New York to London), 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Arlen, Evelyn 





Laye, Gregory Ratoff (Majestic). 
March 16 (New York to London), 


Dorothy Hope (American Farmer). 


March 16 (New York to London), 
John McCormack (Europa). 


PERKINS’ WB SINGLETON 

Osgood Perkins left yesterday 
(19) for the Coast to do one pic- 
ture for Warners. 


‘Sweet Adeline’ on the screen for 
William Rowland, who starts at Co- 
lumbia April 16. 





Nyda Westman is also cast. 





Delaware's Inconsistencies 





Slap at H’wood Divorces—At Same Time 
State Ogles Reno’s Revenue 





Wilmington,. March 19. 
Recent string of Hollywood di- 
vorces found a reflection in the 
State Legislature Friday when the 


House of Representatives started 
grooming a straightjacket censor- 
ship bill which provides, among 
other sad things, that no picture 
can be shown in Delaware with a 
star who has ever been divorced or 
convicted of a crime _ involving 
moral turpitude. Could go through, 
too. 

The laugh is that the same House 
of Representatives has been sweat- 
ing to remodel the laws so this 
State could knock down some of the 
Nevada divorce revenue by collect- 
ing the big eastern trade. 

The censorship bill carries a fine 
of not more than $1,000 for violating 
any section. Would create the 
State’s first board of censors with 
three members all appointed by the 





Governor and at least one a woman 





at $5 a day each for each meeting 
day and with ‘full and complete 
power and authority to regulate and 
control the showing of motion pic- 
ture films in the State of Dela- 
ware.’ 

Would prohibit showing any pic- 
ture ‘obscene or disrespectful of any 
race, class or person or profession,’ 
and carries a license fee of 10c for 
each 100 feet of film or fraction 
thereof. 

Hitherto no censorship here, the 
duPonts and allied powerful clans 
liking their stuff as issued and all 
wool. 

Bill to license radio stations and 
slap on a $500 annual license fee 
also being warmed up in the House. 
Would prohibit broadcasting ‘pro- 
fane, obscene, contemptuous or de- 
rogatory language,’ which would 
leave the boys the weather and the 
baseball scores as topics. Fine of 
$100 for first conviction and 30 
days to a year for the second, 


Condition of Frank Borzage’s 
wife, Wynn, injured in an auto ace 
cident Thursday (15) which ree 
sulted in the death of Louis Bore 
zage, father of Frank and Lew, was 
reported improved at the Hollywood 


hospital. 

Dr. William Branch said Lew 
Borzage would probably not lose 
one eye, as had been feared, and 


that serious injuries to Mrs. Wynn 
Borzage’s leg would not necessitate 
amputation. : 
Shocked by the death of his 
faiher, Louis Borzage, and the ine 
jury of his brother, Lewis, Frank 
Borzage continued to direct his pro- 
duction: of ‘Little Man What Now? 
at Universal without interruption. 

Carl Laemmle expected him to 
suspend work at least until after 
the funeral of the elder Borzage to- 
morrow (Tuesday ), but the direc- 
tor felt this would entail too much 
loss to the studio. Production was 
to be halted only for the burial rites, 


Sol Wurtzels East 


Hollywood, March 19. 
Sol Wurtzel, Fox producer, is en 
route to New York, accompanied by 
Mrs. Wurtzel. 
Producer will confer with Sidney 
R. Kent and look over the Broadway 
shows, and return to the Coast in 
April via Panama Canal boat. 
Pat O’Brien’s Vacash 
Hollywood, March 19. 
Pat O’Brien and his wife, Eloise 
Taylor, take part in the vacation 
exodus from Warners. 
They are-on a steamer trip to the 











Canal Zone. 
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| COAST AGENTS ALARME 


Fox ‘Cavalcade’ Wins 3 Academy 
Statuettes; Kath Hepburn Best 
Fem Actress, Laughton Tops Males 
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Telegraph, 


Best Dressed Girls in Hollywood 


Are Visitors from lowa—Le Maire 


oar lle 4 


By CECELIA AGER 

‘very dawn before she goes to 
bed, every morn that she awakens 
—the little Hollywood star should 
get down on her knees and pray. 
Salaaming three times before a cer- 
tain hallowed altar she’s set up in 
the furthermost recesses of her 
boudoir, she should beseech the 
gods to guard tenderly to keep from 
all harm the man whose picture 
ganctifies that holy shrine. 

‘For that man is the source of all 
her glamours. Without his minis- 
trations, his sensitive perceptions of 
what the devil can be done with her 
—she’s but a dandelion, a scrubby 
flower of the field. It is he, he who 
makes her the coveted orchid you 
see on the screen. 

‘Who is he, you ask? You 
who he is? Dear child, that creature 


ask 


is,’ and Charles LeMaire bowed his 
head in tribute, ‘her costume de- 
signer!’ 

Mr. Le Maire, an idealistic sort of 
fellow and, it so happens, a cos- 
tume designer himself, went out 
to Hollywood to do the costumes 
for the ‘Scandals. Mr. Le Maire 
brought with him deep respect for 
the chic of the picture cuties; Mr. 


Le Maire is back now, full of a new, 
profound reverence for the sorcery 
of the studio designers. Out of the 
shambles of his disillusionment he 
says, ‘Little girl in pictures—wor- 
ship your designer.’ 

He would go, between fittings and 
while waiting for 500 yards of 
sequined cloth to be air-mailed 

(Continued on page 63) 





‘NO VISITORS’ RULING 


Hollywood, March 19. 

All major studios, members of the 
Hays organization, have agreed, 
starting today (Monday) to allow 
no visitors on various lots. 

Such a rule has been presumed 
to be in effect, for it was adopted 
shortly after the talkers came in. 
However, most studios have been 
lax in enforcing the dictate, and the 
custom of permitting visitors has 
been general, with the number of 
such rubbernecks increasing. It 
has reached the point where, it is 
declared, the retakes made neces- 
sary through the presence of these 
outsiders cuts an important figure 
in the budget. 

So the no visitors sign goes up 
today, with studio sentries and po- 
lice strictly charged to énforce the 
flat rigidly. 


Magazine Bids for 


Jolson’s Autobiography 
Pic Mob Couldn’t Pick 


First offer for publication of Al 
Jolson’s autobiography, on which 
‘preparation was started a couple of 
weeks ago, is from Collier’s. Maga- 


zine wants to run the yarn serially | 


prior to its printing as a book. 
Jolson is having some difficulty 
obtaining material for his autobiog. 
That which Mark Hellinger, N. Y. 
Mirror’s columnist, had has been 
returned, but efforts to locate the 
material turned over some time ago 
to an Arthur Strawn, who planned 
its use in an American Mercury ar- 
Jolson 


ticle, are so far futile. 
doesn't know where to _ locate 
Strawn. 


Jolson has retained Al Sherman, 
film critic of the N. ¥. Morning 
to assist in assembling 
data for his story. 


LeRoys Back April 28 


Hollywood, March i9. 

Spending balance of their 
the world honeymoon in China 
Japan, 


round 
and 














i horse racing 


( 
j mne 


Mervyn LeRoy and his bride, | 


Doris Warner, will return to Holly- | 


wood on April 28. 
LeRoy’s first directorial 
ment will probably be ‘Anthony 


verse 


assign- 
Ad- 


| 


Fox has made deal with Radio, | 
{loaning latter John Boles for two 
pictures. 

Both pictures will be directed by | 
EK. H. Criffith 


TIBBETTS’ TWO 


Both for Small ena “‘UA—'Robert E. 
Lee’ First 








Hoilywood, March 19. 

Edward Small has signed a con- 
tract with Lawrence Tibbett to star 
him in two musicals this summer 
for United Artists release. 

First will be ‘Waiting for the 
Robert E. Lee’, operetta, with book 
by Stuart Anthony and_= score 
and lyrics by L. Wolfe Gilbert and 
1. B. Kornblum, which goes into 
production July 9. Second picture 
will be a gaucho type of yarn. 


Wampas Election 
Ends in Tie; 33 
Babes Nominated 


tlollywood, March 19. 
Cohn and Phil Gersdorf tied 
for the presidency of the Wampas 
at the election last week. Dead 
heat will be cleared‘at the next ses- 
organiza- 


sain 


sion of the press agent 
tion. Surprise angle was the fact 
that Cohn had withdrawn from ithe 
contest after nomination, but al- 
lowed his name to go back on the 
ballot. 
John 
president, 
vice-presidents. 
secretary and 
treasurer. 
Board of directors is Harry Brand, 
Dick Hunt, Thornton Sargent, Max- 
well Shane and Ed Thomas. 
Session also marked the closing 
of nominations for the baby star 
list with 33 names entered for the 
13 positions. Although the Wampas 
had refused to nominate any girls 
under contract to studios, because 
of the major producers’ opposition 
to putting the girls on the air, sev- 
eral associate, or unit, producers 
employed on major lots sent in can- 
didates for the honor. B. P. Sechyl- 
berg offered two names. 
List of nominees to be voted on 
at the next meeting are: Marvelle 
Andre, Judith Arlen, Betty Bryson, 
Helene Cohan, Jean Chatburn, 
Wilma Cox, Dorothy Dix, Adalyn 
Doyle, Dorothy Drake, Jean Gale, 
Dorothy Grainger, Hazel Hayes, 
Julie Haydon, Ann Hovey, Mary 
Kornman, Lenore Keefe, Linda Lee, 
Jean Lacy, Lucille Lund, Anne 
Meredith, Claire Myers, Mary Mason, 
Cecilia Parker, Yvonne Pelletier, 
sigi Parrish, Gloria Shea, Lucia 
Randolph, Irene Ware, Luana 
Walters, Katherine Williams and 
Jacqueline Wells. 


LeRoy Johnston, former 
and Carlisle Jones elected 
Wilson Heller is 
John P. “Miles is 


Em Right at Agua Meet 


March 19. 
guessed wrong on 


Hollywood, 


Picture mob 
getaway day at Agua Caliente, when 
the $25,000 handicap was won by 
Gallant Sir. With the favorite be- 
ing odds-on, they went for the 
longer-priced horses and took <¢ 
nicking. 

The smart mob guessed wrong on 
12 of the 14 events, with only one 
of the bunch having luck in putting 
a $10 note on Carol Hill, which paid 
$135 to $2. He was Lou Ostrow, 
Monogram producer, 

Caliente will not see any more 
for nine months, Pres- 
was the first successful 
the new track has had. with Joe 
Schenck plenty happy. 


Boles Loaned Radio 


Hollywood, March 19. 


~ 


ent meet 





IN NEW 107, LAW 


Common Weal Hastens Sol- 
idarity Move—Onerous 
Clause Could Summarily 
Eliminate the Agents, at 
Pleasure of Both Studios 
and Artists 





GRAFT THREAT 





Hollywood, March 19. 


Should the State Labor Depart- 
ment insist that a ciause be in- 
serted in the agent-artist contract 
that the 10%ers must get a job di- 
rect for a client in order to get 
commission, the agents figure they 
will be open prey for the producers 
and will be absolutely driven out >f 
business. Therefore, a strong front 
will be presented at the meeting 
between the attorney's committee 
representing the agents at the ses- 
sion they will hold with the State 
Labor chiefs here March 21, to 
strike out this clause and institute 
in its place one that would protect 
the agent against any connivery or 
scheming that producers or actors 
might attempt that would injure 
their business income. 


They will also oppose the ‘four- 
month cancellation’ clause which 
the Labor bureau wants in the con- 
tract. They claim that this clause 
is too rigid, as some artists only 
want to werk for short periods a 
year of limit their productions and 
in this way, agents who are legiti- 
mately performing their duty could 


(Continged on page | 58) 


OFFER HEPBURN $59,000 
AND 7% FOR EXTRA FILM 


Hollywood, March 19. 


Radio officials are trying to close 
with Katharine Hepburn to do three 
instead of two pictures a year for 
the next period of her contract. 
Understood studio has offered her 
$50,000 and a percentage of the 
profits on the extra film. 


Reported that Miss Hepburn’s 
trip to England, to make a picture 
there, has not the approval of Ra- 
dio execs. She has a London films’ 
script she is interested in. 
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Annabella in Charrell’s 
‘Command,’ Ist for Fox 


Annabella, French film femme 
star, is due in New York tomor- 
row (20) and leaves within 24 
hours for the coast to make a 
French version of Eric Charrell’s 
first Fox picture, ‘By Royal Com- 
mand.’ Andre Daven, Fox Paris 
producer, and half a dozen other 


French actors are with Annabella 

Picture will star Charles Boyer 
who will make both the English 
and French versions. In the Eng- 
lish film Pat Patterson (Mrs 
Boyer), will play opposite Boyer. 

‘By xAoyal Command’ was for- 
merly titled ‘Gypsy.’ It will be the 
first foreign language talker made 
in Hollywood, with the ‘exception 
of some Spaffish programmers, in 
several years. 





Film Appreciation 
Via Schoolrooms 
Gets Cal. Impetus 


Los Angeles, March 19. 


Motion picture appreciation is 
shortly to become a part of school 
instruction in California as well as 
other Pacific coast states. This is 
along similar lines current in some 
eastern and mid-western centers. 
Recent visit here by Dr. Edgar 
Dale, of Ohio State University, 
author of the lone published text- 
book on the subject, impetus was 
given the move in Los Angeles, 
Sacramento, San Francisco, Oakland 
and Santa Barbara, 


Superintendent Vierling Kersey, 
of California, is one of five state 
educational school chiefs who, un- 
der direction of the National Com- 
missioner of Education, is endeavor- 
ing to determine the value of pic- 
tures to children. Principal object 
of the proposed courses is to put 
the subject of film instruction on an 
educational basis. 


With a view to providing trained 
instructors on photoplay apprecia- 
tion, the teachers’ colleges at Santa 
Barbara, San Jose and San Fran- 
cisco are offering courses in this 
subject, with the University of 
California having extension class 
instruction by Mrs. Mullen here, 

















Metro Signin’ ’Em 


Muriel Evans and Johnny Weiss- 
muller have been optioned by 
Metro for another year each. 

Robert Dalton, brought in under 
a six months’ contract, is under op- 
tions for bial years. 


OWEN DAVIS COOL 
TO HOLLYWOOD BID 


Hollywood again flirting with 
Owen Davis, but it is doubtful if 
the Coast will capture the dean of 
playwrights. Fact that he set a 
salary figure which he thought 
would be refused, but which was 





is 





| considered, appears not to especial- 
lly interest the author. Davis isn't 
keen on Hollywood, though he 


no bones to pick with pictures be-| 


the many pro- 


| 
| cause he knows of 
| duction problems. 
Last week Davis passed 
birthday. That's the reason 
about decided him not to get 
and bothered over Coast offers 


his 60th | 





has} 


| 


} 


which} 
hot | 


Claudette Colbert No Like Likker 
Ad, Her Attorney Prepares Suit 


cil aes March 19. 


Attorneys for Claudette Colbert | 


are preparing to sue a distributor of 
Scotch whisky for using a photo- 
graph of the player in liquor adver- 
tising in Detroit papers. 

Still was from the Columbia pic- 
iure ‘It Happened One Night’ and 
shows the player holding a glass 
aloft. Text of the advertising 
reads, ‘Claudette Colbert gives a 
toast to our Scotch whisky.’ 

Although it is reported that the 
still was used as part of the ex- 
ploitation campaign for the Colum- 
bia picture in Detroit, Miss Colbert 


declares she gave no permission for 
its use and has been placed in a 

rong light by the whisky mer- 
chants. 

Also reported here that the Hays 
office is prepared to back the Para- 
mount star in any action she sees 
fit to institute. 

Local Hays office is particularly 
peeved, as agreement had been 
eached between advertising depart- 
ments of studios and distributing 
offices to lay off any type of tie-up 
Y ue Se} ligstray or heer ads ertisers 


Hollywood, March 19. 


‘Cavalca.2,” the Fox production, 
made a clean sweep in the winning 
of the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences trophies for vari- 
ous outstanding contributions to the 
screen during the past season. 

Fox was given an award for this 
picture for the best produced pic- 
ture; Frank Lloyd won a trophy for 
best direction with this picture, and 
the best art direction went to Wil- 
liam Darling for his work on the 
film. 

For the best work of an actress, 
award was voted Katharine Hep- 
burn for her portrayal in Radio's 
‘Morning Glory.’ Second was May 
Robson for ‘Lady for a Day’ (Col); 
third, Diana Wynyard, for ‘Caval- 
eade’ (Fox). 

Charles Laughton was winner in 
the best actor list for ‘Henry the 
Eighth,’ London Films (UA release). 
Paul Muni was runner-up with ‘Fu- 
gitive from a Chain Gang’ (WB), 
and Leslie Howard third for Fox’s 
‘Berkeley Square.’ 


In the class for the best produc- 
tion of the season, ‘Paramount's 
‘Farewell to Arms’ ran second to 
Fox's ‘Cavalcade’ and ahead of ‘Lit- 
tle Women,’ the Radio picture which 
took Miss Hepburn to top spot in 
the actress class. 

Frank Capra for his direction of 


(Continued on page 61) 


MERIAN C. COOPERS’ 
NATAL DAY PROBLEM 


Honolulu, March 19. 

Merian C. Cooper and his wife, 
Dorothy Jordan, have a perplexing 
problem on their hands which they 
hope to decide in a week. Cooper 
wants the first arrival to the couple 
to be born in Hollywood. Mrs. 
Cooper on the other hand would 
like the infant to get its first day- 
light glimpse in Honolulu. 

Couple finally are to the point as 
to whether they can get their phy- 
sician from Los Angeles to be pres- 
ent on the arrival of the stork. Phy- 
sician who has talked to Cooper 
several times on the phone is still 
hesitant about crossing the Pacific. 

His answer is expected early this 
week. If he declines to come, the 
Cooper menage with the mother-in- 
law, return to Hollywood for the big 
event immediately as it is expeeted 
the latter part of April. 

As soon as he returns Cooper in- 
tends to resume his duties at the 
RKO studio to start on ‘Last Days 
of Pompeii.’ 

















'Barthelmess to Europe 


After ‘Old Doll’s House’ 


Hollywood, March 19. 

Richard Barthelmess will leave 
for New York nd Europe imme- 
diately after finishing his current 
and last picture at Warners, ‘Old 
Doll’s House,’ for an extensive va- 
cation with his family. 

Plans placing his two children in 
a Swiss school for two years. 

Barthelmess picture plans are in- 
definite. 





Sam Taylor Improves 


Holiywood, March 19. 
ement in condition of Sam 
forced to suspend direction 
of an attack 


Impro 
Tay lor, 


on ‘Cat's Paw’ because 

of pneumonia, indicates that the 
Harold Lloyd picture will resume 
about March 26 at the General Ser- 
vice Studio. Taylor has been re- 


iperating at home 
Lloyd meantime is 
the fé 


liiing footag 


endy shet. with “ature about 
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Three-Way Split: Charges Galore 


Feature Screen 


Writers Campaign 





Hollywood, March 19. 
Campaign for the election of the 
Screen Writers’ Guild, set for April 
6, went into the stages of a Donny- 
brook Fair with the membership 
divided into a three-way split in 


which individual members and fac- 
tions have been hurling charges of 
intimidation, under-handed politics 
and coercion. 

First of the splits occurred when 
a number of writers, mostly on the 
Metro lot, organized themselves into 
a liberal group and recommended a 
slate of candidates for officers and 
the board of directors, claiming they 
were dissatisfied with the militant 
and radical administration of the 
present office holders. 

Among the recommendations were 
the names of Ralph Block, present 
acting president; Frances Marion, 
Ernest Pascal and Brian Marlow, 
members of the board. Later the 
four issued statements that their 
names were used without authority 
and further that they did not want 
to be associated in any way with 
the liberals. 

Waldemar Young, staunch Acad- 
emy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences office holder, had joined 
the Guild three days before the lib- 
erals issued their slate. Young’s 
name was included, with an under- 
current effort being made by some 
members to elect him. president. 


Young Withdraws 


Two days after the slate was is- 
sued Young withdrew, stating that 
he had been coerced by a liberal 
member who told him, Young 
claimed, that unless he resigned 
from the Academy his activities 
would be nullified by anti-Academy 
members. 

Another split occurred when the 
so-called freelance group of Guild 
members, who had been riding along 
with the liberals, withdrew their 
support and stated they would put 
still a third ticket into the field. 
Freelancers claimed in a formal 
statement thatthe liberals had been 
sold out by the present office holders 
who had put a ‘henchman’ into the 
reactionary group to wreck it, a fact 
brought out, they claimed, by the 
intimidation of Young. 


Latest group to get into the free- 
for-all is a group of supporters of 
the present administration which 
has organized to keep the present 
office holders in. Until this faction 
was formed the current officers and 
board were doing their own cam- 
paigning. 

Believing that they are a balance 
of power, with 125 members, the 
freelance group have organized 
themselves into ‘a committee of 100’ 
to support a coalition ticket and at 
the same time get a heavy repre- 
sentation of their own set into 
office, 

The freelance candidates, which 
were named after the freelancers’ 
split. from the liberals, are John 
Natteford, Tristram Tupper, Wil- 
fred MacDonald and Arthur Ripley. 


Later, this group promises to in- 
crease its suggestions for election 
to 15. 


OLYMPIA THEATRES 
OUT OF RCVRSHIP 


Hartford, March 19. 

Olympia Theatres,, Inc., Para- 
mount subsid in this state and in 
Massachusetts, has been discharged 
from receivership and all the the- 
atres will be incorporated individ- 
ually. Officers of the various the- 
atres will include Martin Mullins, 
Samuel Pinanski and the local 
manager in each city. Louis A. 
Schaefer, manarer of the Allyn, 
Hartford, has been named resident 
agent and tle theatre is incorpo- 
rated as the Allyn Amus. Company 


JANE WYATT’S TIME OUT 
Hollywood, March 19. 
Jane Wyatt, recently signed to a 
picture contract by Carl Laemmle, 
Jr., left for New York Saturday (17) 
to take advantage of the clause 
which permits her to utilize her 








time in a stage play or as she other- 
wise wishes until June 15, 
At that time the New York stage 


ingenue is due back at Universal 
to get her first film assignment, not 
yet set. 


AMPA Revives Naked 
Truth Dinner April 21 





Having straightened out its old 
account with the Astor hotel, N. Y., 
a matter of $750, the Association 
of Motion Picture Advertisers will 
Naked Truth 


resume its annual 
dinner at that hotel April 21. Last 
one was five years ago. Proceeds 


of the affair will be divided equally 
between the Motion Picture Relief 
Fund and the Film Daily Relief 
Fund. This will include the net on 
a program for which advertising 
will be sought. 

Tickets will be $5, with Paul Ben- 
jamin chairman of arrangements 
and Marvin Kirsch heading the en- 
tertainment committee. 


PAR'S 50 STAFF 
SCRIPTERS, 
3-YR. RECORD 


Hollywood, March 19. 

Paramount has broken a three- 
year record for number of writers 
on the lot at one-time with 50 cur- 
rently drawing salary for scrib- 
bling. Of this number 39 are on 
the straight Paramount roster, six 
assigned to B. P. Schulberg and 
five to Charles R. Rogers. 

Studio has been adding scenarists 
for a week in anticipation of heavy 
production for the new year pro- 
gram, to follow a cleaning up of 
the present slate. Currently the 
production department is at tops 
with 10 pictures before cameras. 

The 10 in work are ‘Little Miss 
Marker’, ‘Thirty Day Princess’, 
‘Witching Hour’, ‘We’re Not Dress- 
ing’, ‘Double Door’, ‘It Ain’t No Sin’, 
‘Private Scandal’, ‘Cleopatra’, ‘Many 
Happy Returns’ and ‘Canal Boy’. 

Writer situation has the studio 
short of office room for them. Sev- 
eral gag men, who have been util- 
izing solo offices are now doubled 
up. 

Among the latest group of scen- 
arists to check in are Ray Schrock 
who will handle the treatment of 
the play ‘Great Gatsby’ to be pro- 
duced as ‘The Man I Knew’; Adela 
Rogers Hyland, who arrived Sat- 
urday (17) for additional work on 
‘Son Comes Home’; Henry Myers, 
who will write an original for Ar- 
thur Hornblow production, and 
Clare Kummer, who will work on 
her own yarn, ‘Her Master’s Voice’. 

New scenarists landing include 
Garnett Weston and Alice D. G. 
Miller, who are assigned to Bayard 
Veiller’s unit, the former to handle 
Philip McDonald’s ‘Menace’ and 
Miss Miller to script ‘Guilty Girl.’ 

Dale Van Every checks in to 
write an original murder mystery. 
Peter Finley Dunne, Jr., has been 
engaged to work on ‘Cleopatra’ and 
Humphrey Pearson is now on the 
lot to write a treatment on ‘Ladies 
First’ for Louis D. Lighton produc- 
tion. 

Elmer Harris, finishing his col- 
laboration with Frank Partos on 
‘Her Master's Voice,’ is off the pay- 
rol. 














Pix Scouts Buzz Chi 
Director, Fem Player 


Chicago, March 19. 

With the click of the independ- 
ently produced ‘Girls in Uniform’ at 
the legit Blackstone, picture com- 
pany scouts have sent in bids for 
both the director, Charles K. Free- 
man, and the femme lead, Shaindel 
Kalish. 

Warners and Paramount are both 
interested. 





eee 


MG Specials ‘Villa’ 


Hollywood, March 19. 


Metro i. taking ‘Viva Villa’ off 
the regular program release this 
season, and will send it out as a 


special in the middle of the sum- 
mer. 

Pic figured for two-a-day show- 
ing in N. Y.. and at the Chinese 
there, 





10 TO GO 


Par Almost Up on Year’s Schedule 
of 60 








Hollywood, March 19. 

Paramount has finished 50 of its 
60 pictures for current season's re- 
lease, Remaining 10 will be before 
the cameras by April 1. 

Company will also soon start sev- 
eral for the new year, including 
‘Cleopatra’ and ‘She Loves Me Not.’ 
Latter starts today (Monday). 


TATSE CHILLED 
IN BASIC PACT 


Hollywood, March 19. 

The International Alliance of The- 
atrical and Stage Employees gets a 
complete cold shoulder in a renewal 
this week for another two years of 
the basic studio agreement between 
major studios and various labor 
bodies, 

Renewal pact, which extends to 
March 14, 1936, was entered into by 
the producers and the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners, Brotherhood of Team- 
sters, Chauffeurs, Stablemen and 
Helpers ,and the American Feder- 
ation of Musicians. 

Agreement, of which some unions 
of the IATSE were a part until they 
walked out in the strike last sum- 
mer, will continue as is as to wage 
scales and working hours for the 
additional two years. It is provided, 
however, that either side can call a 
meeting for the discussion of new 
conditions or adjudications if it is 
felt the necessity arises, 

Provisions are also made in the 
pact for any changes made neces- 
sary through additional NRA code 
regulations of labor. 

The signing of the two-year re- 
newal is considered here an added 
nail in the coffin of IATSE so far as 
production is concerned. IA fig- 
ured importantly in previous basic 











agreements, particularly eamera- 
men. 
William Elliott, international 


president of the IA, was here re- 
cently, having endeavored to get his 
organization back in the good graces 
of the producers so his unions could 
figure in the renewal but his efforts 
failed. ; 


ROME CONFERENCE ON 
SCHOOL FILMS APR. 19 


International conference on vis- 
ual education is tentatively sched- 
uled to open in Rome April 19. 

Official delegates from the U. S. 
will participate in this first world- 
wide effort to discuss motion pic- 
tures and class work. 
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Par Pays 25G for ‘Ames,’ 
No Likee ‘Tobacco Road’ 


* Hollywood, March 19. 
Paramount has bought screen 
rights to the Arthur Somers Roche’s 


serial yarn, ‘Case of Mrs. Ames,’ 
which ran in Cosmopolitan. Bought 
it over the competitive offer of 
RKO, paying $25,000. 

Despite reports that Par had pur- 
chased “Tobacco Koad,’ the Anthony 
Brown play now at the 48th Street, 
in New York, studio claims they are 
not interested. 


Indies 50-60 
Mins. Features 
To Save Duals 


Let the majors lengthen their 
features to make it tough on turn- 
over for the dual billers and the 
independents may retaliate in a cor- 
responding ratio with shorter pic- 
tures to even up the situation. 
Fighting for their existence the 
double featuring policy — indepen- 
dents are not unmindful that this 
may have to be done in more than 
a casual manner this year. 


Sensing what is happening and 
has been gradually coming to a 
head during the last season or s0, 
with majors increasing their run- 
ning time, some of the indie film- 
makers are already cutting to the 
quick. Indie features are now go- 
ing out on the market at under an 
hour. 

Recently some have been eut 
down to 50 minutes, = 

At one time majors were con- 
sidering the three and four-reelers 
themselves for dual billers, which 
would take an elongated short in 
preference to a second feature from 
the independents. While experi- 
ments were made with a couple of 
four-reelers, nothing ever came 
of it. 














MG OPTIONS DUMBRILLE 
Hollywood, March 19. 


Metro has taken option on Doug- 
las Dumbrille for stock eontract 
deal. 

Player aroused interest on his 
work in rushes of ‘Operator 13.’ He 
took the part on free lance basis. 

Metro picked up its option for an- 
other six months’ services of Murial 
Evans. Same for Harry Segall, 





writer. 





Indie Producers Unofficially OK. 
All Picture Morals’ Requirements 





While in major circles this week 
drastic penalties for persistent vio- 
lators of the Hays moral code are 
being discussed and enumerated, 


independent producers have ar- 
rived at a definite conclusion. 
Through the Federation of the Mo- 
tion Picture Industry, according to 
its spokesmen, they have decided 
they are without sin and that they 
can be loyal members of the NRA 
without conscience guides. 

Following tighten-up orders is- 
sued within the past two weeks to 
their own moralist supervisors in 
Hollywood, the majors are now 
faced with the problem of enforc- 
ing home rule. Until now the only 
threat has been that of Will Hays 
to go to the public with morality 
troubles that refuse to be cured. 

In the last few days spokesmen 
have begun to figure ways and 
means, all of which would hinge on 
the attitude of the Hays direc- 
torate. The most severe of all the 
punishments discussed is that of ex- 
pelling a member from the Hays 
organization who repeatedly ignores 
its codes. 

The second is to apply for an in- 
junction restraining a disobedient 


s 








member by court order from releas- 
ing a picture regarded by industry 
savants as objectionable. 

The Code Authority is remaining 
neutral on the subject of morality. 
According to its spokesmen, it will 
probably not act until a complaint 
is filed with it containing definite 
allegations. Then its membership, 
composed of Haysites battling over 
their own morals, and the inde- 
pendents who recognize no written’ 
catechism, will be called upon by 
the Blue Eagle to render judgment. 

Openly snickering at the majors’ 
morality trouble, indie producer 
leaders are now observing that, if 
anything, ‘independent pictures are 
too clean.’ As they see it, indies in 
many instances are bending back- 
wards to prove that they can be 
good boys without a written law. 

Even on their advertising the in- 
dies figure they can afford to snub 
a written code. The committee 
which the Federation some time 
ago named to look into the need for 
establishing an indie censor board 
has reported back that indie copy 
hasn’t caused any trouble during 
the past two years. So, say spokes- 
men for the Federation, why waste 


Reversé Angle on Annual Cry 
That There's a Story Shortage 





‘ 


Idea In some major quarters that 
good screen stories for the new 
season are scarce brings a retort 
from one literary agency and a re- 
buke for his own colleagues from 
film story department head. 

A good writer thas ‘more show<« 
manship than the average Holly<« 
wood producer’, maintains David 
Hampton of the Hampton-Verne 
Porter agency. Jake Wilk, scenario 
head at Warners declares, “There's 
no shortage. At least there’s no 
shortage for those .,ho know good 
stories when they see ’em.’ 

Hampton, however, calls the 
dearth report, virtually an annual, 
to task and defends the writer. 
‘Hollywood keeps yelling for stories,’ 
declares Hampton. ‘Nearly every 
alibi today is against the story. If 
the star flops, it’s the story. The 
author is blamed if the picture 
flops. It’s getting so that even ex- 
hibitors are criticizing the writer 
for box-office lemons ever which 
the author probably had Httle or 
no authority in the making. ‘But 
the magazines, book publishers and 
newspaper eyndicates get stories, 
And if they grab a dud they don’t 
blame anyone but themselves.’ 

Difference between most publish- 
ers and producers, Hampton holds, 
is that the former buy according to 
merit while the latter are inclined 
to look at the writer from the 
standpoint of his contacts. 

‘Let me put it this way,’ declares 
Hampton. A writer has only one 
chin, and that’s where the blow 
lands. But he, at least, can take 
it.’ 


UNPLAYED PIC VALUE 
CASE DISMISSED IN L. A. 


Los Angeles, March 19. 

First test in a local court to 
establish the draw value of an un- 
played picture was dismissed in 
favor of the defendants by Supe- 
rior Court Judge Ballard. 

Action was instituted by Colcata 
Corp., operating company for Lou 
Bard’s Colorado, in Pasadena, 
against All Star Feature Distrib- 
utors, Inc., over refusal of the de- 
fendants to serve the theatre with 
the indie production of ‘Alice 
Wonderland’ for four afternoon 
screenings last December. 

Court held that a written appli- 
cation for the picture could not be 
construed as a contract and that 
there was nothing by which dam- 
ages could be determined. 











Goldwyn Prepares 


Hollywood, March 19. 

Samuel Goldwyn is due here to- 
day (Monday) to speed production 
for the new  season’s program. 
‘Resurrection’ is set to start April 
10. : 

Four pictures to be made by 
Goldwyn during 1934-35, other trio 
being ‘Barbary Coast,’ an untitled 
Eddie Cantor film and another for 
Miss Sten. Start on ‘Resurrection’ 
will depend upon date of Fredric 
March’s completion of his part in 
‘Barretts’ at M-G. 

Rouben Mamoulian, who will di- 
rect ‘Resurrection,’ has moved in at 
United Artists, and George Oppen- 
heimer, story editor, together with 
Arthur Sheekman and Nat Perrin, 
trio who scripted ‘Roman Scandals,’ 
pulled in from New York last week 
to prepare the Cantor yarn. Nun- 
nally Johnson, due from Florida 
this week, has also been assigned 
to the Cantor yarn. 

Cantor is scheduled to arrive 
about May 1, 








Samuel Goldwyn, foregoing a 
European trip again this year, left 
Wednesday (14) for the Coast, fol- 
lowing arrangements to bring Serge 
Soudeikaine, scenic head of the 
Metropolitan Opera, out to Holly- 
wood as adviser on ‘Resurrection.’ 
This one goes into production 
around April 15. It’s Anna Sten’s 
second. 





Keene Tops ‘Bread’ 


Hollywood, March 19. 


Tom Keene will be top man in 
King Vidor’s indie ‘Our Daily 
Bread.’ 


Keene's last films were a series of 
westerns for Radio. He has since 
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been doing legit in the east 
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CENSORSHIP BILL COLD 





KAO Annual Meeting and Board 
Sessions Keeping McDonough East 





Possibility is that J. R. McDon- 
ough may not make that Coast trip 
to the RKO studios until after the 


annual stockholder session of Keith- 
Albee-Orpheum, RKO’s chief thea- 
tre subsidiary, scxeduled for April 
11. The Board of K-A-O meets 
Thursday (22). 

Accountants are busy going over 
the K-A-O books presently with in- 
dications being that the _ circuit 
which comprises around 60 of RKO’s 
100 houses, will show a fiscal loss 
of around $500,000. Most or nearly 
all this amount, according to ac- 
counts, comes by way of amortiza- 
tion and depreciation charges. 

This coming stockholder session 
of KX-.A-O will offer Chemical Bank 
the first -opportunity to cast a vote 
as Chemical now has that right 
under arrangement with RKO and 
RCA. 

RKO's preferred share _ interest 
in K-A-O is under Chemical control 
as part security for a balance of 
$1.500,000 left standing from an or- 
ig’ nal $6,000,000 loan made to RKO 
by Chemical and Commercial In- 
vesitment Trust. 

™ne RKO shares amount to 21,000 
or thereabouts. M. J. Meehan holds 
upwards of 25,000 shares of K-A-O 
preferred, while the remainder or 
17,000 shares are in the public's 
hands. Chemical votes, however, as 
per agreement with the Irving 
Trust, RKO receiver. That's. by 
previous understanding among all 
concerned. Which means that no 
particular changes may be forth- 
coming in the way of operating con- 
trol of K-A-O at the annual meet- 
ing. 


Examination of Par 
Officers May Delay 
Ancther Fortnight 


Completion of one of the compul- 
sory functions in a bankruptcy, de- 
tailed examination of officers of the 
bankrupt company, appears further 
off in the Paramount matter, with 


another postponement taken last 
week. Examination is on the cal- 
ender of Referee Henry K. Davis 


for tomorrow morning (Wednesday) 
but may again be set over a week 
or two. 

Trustees, whose attorneys repre- 
sent them in examination, are re- 
ported planning to put numerous 
additional Par officials or former 
officers on the stand, but are not 
definite as to names. It is admit- 
ted that Sidney R. Kent and Sam 


Katz, both of whom parted com- 
pany with Par prior to its bank- 
rupicy, are likely to be called. Adolph 
Zukor, Ralph A. Kohn, John D. 


Hertz, Vvalter B. Cokell and Austin 
C. Keough, last mentioned substi- 
tuting for Kohn on one occasion, 
are those who have been examined 
so far. 

Possibilities for examination, other 
than Kent and Katz, could include 
Jesse L. Lasky, B. P. Schulberg, 
Emanuel Cohen, Leo Spitz, Sam 
Dembow, Jr., and various bankers 
such as Sir William Wiseman, of 
Kuhn, Loeb & Co. Latter figures 
importantly in the bank group 
agreement, which has been one of 
the main points of examination. Par 
trustees have a suit on the fire to 
set aside alleged creditor prefer- 
ences under that deal. 





Richard Rowland Trying 
With Kahane on Yarns 


Hollywood, March 19. 


Richard A. Rowland returned here 
from New York with Ben Kahane. 
Rowland is getting acquainted with 
Studio operation methods and radio 
With a view of joining the organi- 
Zation as eastern contact. 

Understood Rowland will scout 
Story material and talent from the 
eastern office. 





Vidor Moves to UA Lot 


Los Angeles, March 19. 
King Vidor Productions is mov- 
ing production activity from the 
General “ervice Studio to the 
United Artists lot, to comply with 





stipulations whereby Vidor’s ‘Our 
Daily Bread’ will be released 
through U. A. 

Production on ‘Bread’ is slated 


to start late: this month or early 
in April, with Tom Keene, Helen 
Morley (loaned by Metro), John T. 
Qualen, Barbara Fepper and Ad- 
dison Richards in the cast. 


FOX-RKO END 
PRODUCT DEAL 
JULY 31 





Present Fox-RKO product deal 
winds up on July 31. Fox gave 
notice of cancellation to RKO, in 
May, 1933. The 15-month Botice 
in writing is as per agreement 
although the original franchise was 
to have extended until 1937. Fox, 
in exercising the cancellation privi- 
lege, is thus free to make a new 
season product deal unhampered by 
any prior obligation. 

Fact that Fox cancelled the RKO 
5-year franchise is revealed through 
the Irving Trust, as receiver for 
RKO, which had applied and re- 
ceived the consent of the Federal 
court, about a month ago, to affirm 
the Fox-RKO product deal until 





July 31, this year. 


H. M. Warner Abroad; 
Jack Warner East, 
Setting 1935 Prod. 


The Warners are on the jump 
lining up production plans for 1934- 
‘35. Harry M. Warner pulled out 
Saturday (17) for London to dis- 
cuss foreign production, and Jack 
Warner slipping in from the Coast 
yesterday (Monday) to go into the 
domestic end of film-making plans 
for the new season. 

Senior members of the Warner 
freres will be gone six weeks or 
more to study the foreign produc- 
tion set-up from London. Whether 
or not WB may increase foreign 
output depends on the research, 


RKO CENTER'S OPERA 
TALK AGAIN; 8-96 LOSS 


Weekly grosses at the RKO Cen- 
ter, smaller of the two Radio City 
theatres, in dropping to an all- 
time low of $5,000, the past week, 
emphasized trade conjecture about 
the future of the spot. This take 
means anywhere from an $8,000 to a 
$9,000 loss. 

Opera talk for Radio City still 
persists with the Center theatre 
named, 

The Music Hall can now break at 
around $60,000 on the week, includ- 
ing rent. 

From time to time talk has arisen 
about legit for the Center. 

















Selznick’s Vacation 


Dave Selznick is gue east in about 
& week. for a vacation. 

An ocean trip was among his first 
intentions, but he may spend all 
his time in and around New York 





now. 


+ 








ADMINToT RATION 


FROWN, I REPORT 


Patman Proposal Nixed, for 
This Session of Congress 
Anyway —Field Day for 
Reformers Didn’t Happen 





SPIKED FROM START 





Washington, March 19. 


Film censorship legislation is 
dead—for this session of Congress. 

Expected to prove a field day for 
reformers, industry enemies and 
miscellaneous agitators, Congres- 
sional hearings on the Patman bill 
creating a Federal Motion Picture 
Commission proved a washout to- 
day and adjourned indefinitely fol- 
lowing two hours of drab testimony 

Whispers are Administration pres- 
sure was cause of sudden change 
in outlook and major reason for 
sudden curtailment of gab sessions 
before House Interstate Commerce 
Committee. Indie dope also is that 
Patman bill will die a lingering 
death in committee pigeonhole. 

Striving to stave off embarrass- 
ment, Texas film critic made last- 
minute gesture by injecting block- 
booking issue into censorship dis- 
cussions. Second sweeping bill 
fathered by Texas Democrat pro- 
poses to outlaw block distribution 
method, make licensing or leasing 
subject to Clayton anti-trust iaw. 
Measure was hurriedly introduced 
Friday night to provide grounds for 
attack on film leasing method. 

Change of plans to hold lengthy 
hearings on censorship bill was re- 
vealed Saturday (17), when Patman 
disclosed for first time that advo- 
cates of drastic regulation would 
have only 1 hour and 45 minutes 
to put in their licks, which previ- 
ously had been expected to take 
three or more days. 

Only explanation was that com- 
mittee is stoutly opposed to film 
censorship—at the present time— 
and had other more important busi- 
ness to attend to. 

Spiking of Patman guns caught 
opponents of censorship by surprise, 
and instead of anticipated parade of 
big-name witnesses, Hays organi- 
zation put on only Charles C. Petti- 
john to protest Federal control and 
condemn using pix as political foot- 
ball. M.P.P.D.A, strategists were 
prepared for lengthy fight, although 
prior to. sudden developments indi- 
cations were that there was hardly 
one chance in a thousand that the 
Patman measure would receive a 
favorable report. 

Political Retaliation 

Indications were that Administra- 
tion leaders stalemated Patman in 
retaliation for his efforts to upset 
other Roosevelt applecarts, par- 


(Continued on page 62) 











Califor NRA Boss Creel Places 


Judge Lindsey in Full Charge of 
Accumulated H'wood Squawks 





Wurtzel’s 20th 


Hollywood, March 19. 

Sol Wurtzel, who got his 
start with William Fox as the 
latter's secretary, rounds out 
20 years with that organization 
March 22. 

Wurtzel worked his way up 
in the studio until he is now 
producing his own pictures for 
the company with an indepen- 
dent unit. His troupe is located 
at the old Western Avenue 
studio, where he got his Hol- 
lywood start. l 


PIX COOLS OFF 
ON CWA-FREE 
AIR SHOWS 


Picture codists are admittedly 


pulling their punches in attacks by 
show business on the CWA. Over 
the weekend film officials reported 
that if the CWA were to be a per- 
manent relief matters would be dif- 
ferent. Then there would be a 
fight. But now, they said, there is 
a belief among them that the CWA 
has not much longer to live. 


Although CWA workers estimate 
that several millions of persons 
have seen their shows, C.A. head- 
quarters after investigating several 
complaints from picture people, is 
inclined to the decision that this 
relief Cepartment to date has af- 
forded no .serious competition for 
the professional film theatre. 


At the same time picture codists 
seem to be cooling in their battle to 
end free shows which involve radio 
broadcasts. An armistice has been 
declared, while radio is taking time 
out to make a survey of its own. 
Object of this report is to show 
the business that it has been un- 
necessarily worried over broadcast 
audiences. When and how the sur- 
vey will be completed is not men- 
tioned. 

















Cohen Delayed 


Hollywood, March 19. 
Emanuel Cohen leaves here this 
Wednesday (21) for five weeks at 
Paramount’s home office. 
He had intended to go east last 
week, but delayed the trip, due toa 





pressure of production. 





M-G Studio Lineup Remains As Is; 
Schenck 0.K:'s 3-Yr. Contract for Rapf 





Hollywood, March 19. 

Asserting that the Metro studio 
personnel and executive organiza- 
tion would not be ch: nged, and that 
Harry Rapf had received a new 
three-year contract, Nicholas M. 
Schenck, head of Loew’s, Inc., left 
for New York last week after a 
three weeks’ sojourn here. 

Schenck declares that the exec 
setup will continue as outlined on 
his last trip. Louis B. Mayer, vice- 
president in charge of production, 
will have studio control with Eddie 
Mannix, general studio manager, in 
charge of all production matters. 
Associate producers and  super- 
visors, with the exception of Irving 
Thalberg, will take up their pro- 
duction problems witr Mannix. 

Thalberg is to continue as an in- 
dividual unit producer. 





New contract for Rapf, who has 
been with the company 10 years, 
starts with the expiration of his 
present deal in April. Rapf is to 
continue as a producer of features 


and to supervise production of 
shorts. Rapf and Thalberg both 
joined Metro in 1924 when Mayer 


took over the helm there. 

Schenck stated that all elements 
at the studio are in full accord and 
that he will probably return to the 
Coast during July. In the future 
he will make four trips a year here, 
he said. 

Going east on the train with 
Schenck were Edward Hatrick, Mr. 


and Mrs. Wm. Randolph Hearst, 
Jr., and Gregory La Cava. Latter 
while east will work on a story 








+ — 
Hollywood, March 19. 

George Creel, state boss of the 

NRA, came to Hollywood Monday 


(12), bringing long-awaited action 
to restless pic code fuzzlers, and 
scrammed two days later, leaving 
Judge Ben B. Lindsey behind in 
complete charge of settling extra 
and labor complaints. 

In a split-second investigation of 
charges by fuming employees that 
neither the labor nor the extra com- 
mittee was doing anything about 
bales of code complaints, Creel 
swept all enforcement authority out 
of committee hands and turned it 
over to Lindsey, at the same time 
whitewashing committee members 
of blame for the delay. 

Creel passed the onus to Wash- 
ington tardiness in forwarding def- 
inite interpretations of the commit- 
tee’s authority and to lack of funds. 
But he left Lindsey in full control 
of all pix complaints until such 
time as the status of the committees 
is cleared up and they demonstrate 
their willingness and ability to 
function. 

With Lindsey set to go, com- 
plaints flooded NRA headquarters 
and the former Denver jurist opened 
new offices Thursday (15), faced 
with the job of straightening out 
more than 200 types of complaints, 
which involved over 2,000 individ- 
uals. He was assigned Charles 
Gallant and Walter S Sullivan of 
the NRA staff here as investigators, 

Wails by Types 

After a survey of the complaints, 
Lindsey announced he would try to 
handle the wails by types rather 
than individually, and sought help- 
ful suggestions for speeding up the 
procedure from both producers and 
employees. Handled individually, 

(Continued on page 27) 


MPTOA Execs Cut 
L. A. Stay Short 
For C. A. Session 


Affairs of the Code Authority will 
shorten the stay of the executive 
heads of the Motion Picture Thea- 
tre Owners Association in Holly- 
wood as they have agreed to leave 
N. Y. for the coast April 6 and be 








back 10 days later to attend an 
important session of the C. A. 
April 18. 


Party boards a special train out 
of Chicago on April 7, with exhibi- 
tors from middle eastern state join- 
ing the New Yorkers at Kansas City. 
Arriving on the Coast on the ninth 
they will hold a special business 
session that evening in the Hotel 
Ambassador with official session 
continuing from the 10 to 12. 





Then Ed Kuykendall, Nathan 
Yamins and Charles O'Reilly, all 
members of the C., A. wili check 
things over at the studios on the 
13th, leaving that nite for N. Y. 


Expects that many of the others 
will linger over for a few days. 
Figured that around 809 delegates 
will be in attendance. 

Los Angeles, March 19. 

Entertainment for delegates and 
wives on opening day of the 
MPTOA’s 14th annual convention 
here starting April 10, will be pro- 
vided by Warners at their Burbank 
studios. Party starts with luncheon, 
with a program taking up most of 
the afternoon, 

Afternoon of 





closing day (12) 
will be spent on the Metro lot. 
Anthony Muto handling publicity 
for the convention, Is que to arrive 


which Jesse Lasky will produce for| here April 6, with the vanguard of 


Fox. 


delegates arriving April 10 and 1L, 
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Unsettled Market Throws All But 
Film Stocks for Losses; Some Gains 


While the main body of stocks 
lost ground, picture company issues 
either held their own or actually 
gained during the week just past. 
Though trade news was largely fa- 
vorable, most traders considered 
Washington dispatches to be doubt- 
ful to unfavorable and either re- 
mined on the sidelines or adopted 
a near-term bearish attitude. There 
is no question but that NRA squab- 
bles and labor disputes are in the 
eenter of the stage as far as Wall 
Street is concerned. And _ until 
some of these are definitely settled, 
there appears to be little expecta- 
tion of a sustained bull market. 


Heaviness of Motors and Steels 
as a result of strike threats brought 
heavy sell-off at noon yesterday 
(Monday) and again in the last 30 
minutes. The market closed on bot- 
tom Amusement stocks held well 
considering weakness of the whole 
market. Industrial averages broke 
the 100-mark and were off about 1% 
on the day. 

There was no climax to selling in 
the last half hour. 

After creeping forward cautiously, 
following a brisk upturn Monday, 
market slopped off badly on Thurs- 
day when secretary of treasury 
came out emphatically against any 
new monetary measures for present. 
He singled out specifically the pend- 
ing silver legislation before Con- 
gress. This split the silver pyramid 
wide open, silver dropping almost 2c 
a pound. U. S. Smelting broke 
more than eight points, and other 
smeliing and metal stocks fared 
badly. Soon the whole market 
joined the decline, tape being five 
minutes late on _ sell-off. Labor 
federation declaration and realiza- 
tion that costs in auto industry are 
bound to rise aroused most genuine 
concern, proving a primary factor 
in changing market’ sentiment. 
Amusement stocks bucked trend 
Thursday for a time and then fol- 
lowed remainder of list. But even 
at the lowest, film issues were not 
off greatly. 

An attempt to rally market Fri- 
day, first through motors and then 
by way of aviation stocks was not 
highly successful. After a quiet 
opening of trading, whole list 
slumped at close on Saturday. A 
number of leaders made new lows 
for the current move in this decline. 
Steel hits 51%, the lowest it’s been 
since the present decline started on 
February 5. It closed wobbly, off 
1144. General Motors.dropped nearly 
a point. American Can was off 2% 
points at close after slipping to 
97%. Many preferred issues also 
suffered big declines. Rails and 
utilities held comparatively firm. 
Film company issues also put up a 
good front on this day, Pathe A go- 
ing to the highest point of the week 
while Columbia Pictures, certifi- 
cates, registered its second new 1934 
high of the week at 28%. Dow- 
Jones industrial average closed at. 
101.65 which was 1,07 off on the 
day, and for a net loss of 1.12. The 
average hit 101.24 Saturday. 

Of the 10 most active film stocks 
on the exchange, four closed. frac- 
tionally lower, two held their own 
and four gained fractionally to 2% 
points net during the week. Ordi- 
narily not extremely active, Colum- 
bia Pictures started to climb. on 
Tuesday and reached a new peak 
for year Wednesday at 27%. It was 
less active following two days but 
came to life again Saturday and 
went to another new high mark of 
28%, closing week at 27%. Nearly 
as much stock exchanged hands 
Saturday as all week in this issue: 
Keith, preferred, also hung up a 
new mark for 1934 at 30, showing 
a net advance of $5 on the week. 
Universal, preferred, was the third 
amusement stock to register a new 
high, soaring to 36% compared to 
its previous high of 33. It closed 
at 35% for a net gain of 3%, on 
small volume. 

Warner Brothers and RKO were 
unchanged on the week while Ra- 
dio Corporation, Pathe Exchange, 
Loew’s and Consolidated Film, pre- 
ferred, showed minor losses. Loew’s, 
always a leader on the big board, 
dipped to 31%, where it met resist- 
ance and closed at 31%, off half a 
point. Paramount, Pathe Class A, 
Fox Class A and Columbia Pictures 
also sported gains. Pathe A looked 
best at the close, reaching high of 

week at 20% on Saturday, and wind- 
ing up with a net.gain of 25c. 

Fox A stock came into favor with 


(Continued on page 29) 
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Yesterday’s Prices 
Ner 
Sales. Higzh.Low Last chee 
300 Col. Pict.. 27% 26% 27 -—- % 
200 Con. Film, 4% 4% 4% 

800 East. K... 89 88% 8844 —1% 
400 Fox wees 15% 14% 14% —1 
14,900 Gen. Elec. 21% 20% 21%— % 
10,300 Loew's ... 31% 30% 20% — % 
6,200 Par ctfs.. 5 4% 1%—% 
10,400 RCA ..... ™ 7% 7% — %& 
2,400 RKO .... 38% 3% 3%-— % 
2,400 W. B..... 6% 6% 64-— % 
BONDS 
$1,200 Gen. Thr.. 10 9% 9%— % 

100 Loew's ... 98% 98% PR 

700 P-F-L ....50 49 49 —1 
1.000 Do ctfs.. 48% 47% 47% — % 
3.500 Par-Pub .. 50 49% 49% — %4 
2.500 Do ctfs.. 48% 4742 47% — % 
SG5O We. Bevecee & 55 55-1 

CURB 

1,000 Trans-L .. 2 2 2 

200 Tech. ..... 8% 8% 8%— % 











SEE FAST REORG FOR 
PAR IN NEW ENGLAND 


A speedy reorganization of Para- 
mount interests in New England, 
where two of its main theatre sub- 
sidiaries are in receivership, is 
looked for. In such event will come 
the set-up of a. partnership arrange- 
ment .ver New England similar to 
those in other parts of the country 
and subsequent release of the re- 
ceiverships in existence. 

Cloyd LaPorte, member of the 
law firm of Root, Clark, Buckner & 
Ballantyne, which represents the 
Paramount trustees, is now in Bos- 
ton for a protracted stay working 
on plans for an early peep over the 
trenches. At the Root, Clark offices 
it isn’t indicated how long LaPorte 
may remain in Boston. 

Encouraging to Par is the late 
but definite box office recovery in 
the New England states. 

Receiverships in that area are 
over Olympia Theatres, Inc., and 
Publix-New England Theatres. 


PAR RENT CLAIMS 














Going to Bat on Long Leases 
Hearing Due 
With the recent U.S. Supreme 


Court decision against future rents 
and damages under broken leases in 
their favor, the Paramount trustees 
are starting to go to bat against 
large landlord claims of this char- 
acter. 

A hearing is scheduled for tomor- 
row (Wednesday) on one of the 
large ones, that of the Chippewa 
Theatres Corp., for future rent on 
the Great Lakes, Buffalo (a Publix- 
Shea operation) for $2,500,000. 

Par trustees are presently con- 
cerned with another similar claim 
filed by the 1432 Broadway Corp., 
New York, for accrued and future 
rent on the Empire theatre, N. Y., 
amounting to $521,000. Claimant 
was given until tomorrow (Wednes- 
day) by Referee Henry K. Davis to 
file its briefs and the Par trustees 
to March 27 to file answer. 





INCORPORATIONS 


NEW YORK 
: Albany 

Albert H. Green, Inc.; pictures, plays, 
ete; capital stock, 1006 shares, *no par 
value. Albert H. Green, 811 Walton av- 
enue, Bronx; Fanny Skolnick, 611 Van 
Sicklén avenue, Brooklyn; and Freder- 
ick, Rosenberg, 6510 138th avenue, Brook- 
lyn. 

Marwhit Theatre Corp.; pictures, plays, 
vaudeville, ete.; capital stock, 99 shares, 


no par value, Florence Rosefeld, Es- 
telle Reiner and Louis Friedman, . 38 
Park Row, New York. 


Nicholson & Brown; Ine.; pictures, 
Plays, vaudeville, etc.; capital stock, 200 
shares, no par value. John Nicholson 
and Ned Brown, both of 33 West 42d 
street, New York, and Leo F. Reardon, 
4015 81st street, Jackson Heights, 

Casino Varicties, Inc.; pictures, vaude- 
ville, etc.; capital stock, 100 shares, no 
par value. Willard Zucker, Pauline 
Levy and Mary Schneider, all of 621 
Fifth avenue, New York. 


CALIFORNIA 


Sacramento. 
Ivan Kahn Agency, Ine. Capital stock, 
100 shares, none subscribed. Ivan Kahn, 
Howard Lang, Josephine Triplett. 
Roundup Amusement Co., Ltd. Capi- 
tal stock, $25,000; subscribed, $300. A. L. 


McKenney, Glendale; R. G. Weatherby, 
T. Eason. 
NORTH CAROLINA 


Charlotte. 

Cc. L. & W. Theatres, Inc., with prin- 
cipal offices in Charlotte and permission 
to engage in the general theatre business. 
Authorized capital stock, $100,000; di- 
vided into 1,000 shares of $100 each. In- 
corporators are S. W. Craver, Charlotte: 
T. A. Little, Raleigh; aad H. V. Wynne, 


Greenville, S. C. 
TEXAS 
Galveston, March 19. 
Villa Rose Club, Inc.; innocent sports: 
Houston; no capital stock. Incorpora- 





tors—-V. Vallone, Frank D. Hines, John 
Matranga. 








Monogram’s Convention 


Atlantic City, March 19. 

Fourth annual convention of 
Monogram Pictures will be held 
here at the hotel Ambassador April 
4-7. 

Edward Finney, director of pub- 
licity and advertising, will be in 
charge. 


10c PICTURE NOVELS 
FOR KIDS ARE GROWING 


Another form of film revenue, plus 
the exploitation value, is coming from 
those 10c pasteboard covered novels 
based on picture material suitable 
for consumption by kids. They are 
published in Racine, Wis., by special 
arrangement with the Whitman 
Publishing Co. 

Following experiments with these 
books on less than a half-dozen pic- 
tures, the Whitman firm is expand- 
ing its arrangement with major pro- 
ducers and also is going in for comic 
strips. 

Mickey Mouse ran to 2,000,000 
copies, so Whitman has signed to 
base books on four ‘Betty Boop’ car- 
toons which are released by Par- 
amount. Producers receive a small 
royalty on each book sold via out- 
lets procured by Whitman, including 
the dime store chains 

Books are written from the sce- 
nario of the films on which based, 
with a picture opposite each page 
of type. Stills are supplied for this 
purpose, In the case of cartoons, a 
story to fit is worked out by the 
picture companies controlling the 
rights. 

‘Little Women’ and ‘Alice in Won- 
derland’ have run their sales close 
to 500,000 copies. ‘Little Orphan 
Annie,’ based on a comic strip, and 
‘Lost Patrol’ (Radio) have also been 
published. 














Elliott Nugent’s 2 


Hollywood, March 19, 

Elliott Nugent goes to Paramount 
to direct ‘She Loves Me Not’ and 
then returns to Radio to direct ‘By 
Your Leave.’ 

Pandro Berman, Radio production 
chief, has assigned H. N. Swanson 
to produce ‘Leave,’ a play by 
Gladys Hurlbut and Emma Wells. 


HARLOW-BARRYMORE FILM 


Hollywood, March 19. 
Metro will make ‘100% Pure,’ by 
John Emerson and Anita Loos, with 
Jean Harlow and John Barrymore. 
Sam Wood is on the cards to di- 
rect. Patsy Kelly also in cast. 














Newsreels Will Ignore Censorial 


Meddling: 


lst Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 


-— 


Week March 23 


Paramount—‘Come On, Ma- 
rines’ (Par.). 

Capitol — ‘The Showoff’ 
(Metro) (2d week). 

Strand—‘Wonder Bar (WB) 
(4th week). 

Rialto—‘O nce 
Woman’ (Col). 

Roxy — Hold That Girl 
(Fox). 

Music Hall— ‘Bottoms Up’ 
(Fox) (22). 

Rivoli—‘Catherine the Great’ 








to Every 


(UA) (20). 
Week March 30 
Paramount — ‘Melody in 


Spring’ (Par). 

Capitol—Rip Tide’ (Metro). 

Strand — ‘Gambling Lady’ 
(WB) (28). 

Rialto — ‘The 
(RKO). 

Roxy — ‘Countess of Monte 
Cristo’ (U). 

Music Hall — ‘Wild Cargo, 
(RKO) (29). 

Rivoli—‘Catherine the Great’ 
(UA) (2d week). 

$2 Picture 

‘House of Rothschild’ (UA). 

Astor (2d week). 


Lost Patrol’ 











NW ALLIED VOTES NIX 
ON DOUBLE FEATURING 


Minneapolis, March 19. 
Twin City members of North- 


west Allied States, independent ex- 
hibitors’ association, meeting here, 
pledged themselves to discontinue 
double featuring. The practice had 
been gaining considerable ground 
in recent months, but President W. 
A. Steffes convinced the theatre 
owners that it was an evil and they 
agreed to quit. None of the chain 
houses has double featured. 


Other meetings will be held this 
week in an effort to reach an agree- 
ment on a basis for a general in- 
crease of admission prices at all 
independent theatres to meet 
boosted operating costs. A tilt 
ranging from a nickel to 15c is un- 
der consideration, 








Frisco Zoning System 





Committees Await Washington O.K—How 
the Scaling Works Out 





San Franciseo, March 19. 

Frisco’s zoning, . clearance and 
grievance committees under the 
film code have finally been set after 
much bickering and: squawks that, 
it is expected, have already set the 
pace: for more tussles once the com- 
mittees get under way. 

Verifications. of the appointments 
is expected from Washington later 
in the . week, :and first. meeting 
probably will be held near end of 
March when headquarters, finances, 
and other details of setup have been 
worked out. P 

Zening and. clee:.:1ece, committee 
consists of Arch M. Bowles; North- 
ern California division chief of Fox- 
West Coast; Morgan Walsh, owner 
with George Mann of the con- 
solidated Redwood and National 
circuits; H. V. Harvey, co-owner of 
a string of small town theatres; 
Geoorge Nasser of the Nasser Bros., 
operators of the Nasser chain; 
Grover C. Parsons, MGM exchange 
chief, and Floyd St. John, owner of 
the Co-operative indie exchange. 
St. John replaces D. J. McInerny 
of United Artists, who was original- 
ly appointed. . Verification of Walsh’s 
appointment climaxes a round of 
bitter opposition reported to have 
come from eastern picture heads 
but Sol Rosenblatt backed him up 
and put over his appointment. Im- 
partial member of this group is Al- 
fred C. Scales of the Frisco Cham- 
ber of Commerce. 

The grievance committee con- 
sists of Cliff Work, district RKC 
prexy; Charles Muchimann, WB ex- 








change manager; Barney Rose, 





Universal exchange chief; Aaron 
Goldberg, owner of a Frisco string 
of subsequent run houses, and W. 
W. Chapin, publisher of the week- 
ly ‘Argonaut’ as the impartial mem- 
ber, 

Although grievance committee is 
generally regarded as. the tougher 
of the two, Frisco’s zoning and 
clearance group is the one that will 
have the toughest fight on its hands, 
it is generally expected. 

Present local clearance is 55 days 
after first run, one of the longest 
periods observed by any city. ‘ But 
there’s a hefty battle for re-class- 
ification looming on thé fiorizon. It’s 
all because of the dewntown situa- 
tion. 

Two years ago the naborhoods 
were rolling in dough, giving the 
customers one or two pictures at 
35c and seriously hurting the Mar- 


ket Street first run theatres scaled 


at an average 60c. 

But within the past year the en- 
tire Frisco map has changed. It’s 
the naborhoods that now are get- 
ting it in the solar plexus, since the 
Paramount, Orpheum, Fox and St. 
Francis have gone double bill first 
runs at a 40c top. The United 
Artists and Golden Gate have cut 
from 65 to 40c, leaving the War- 
field, with pick of the pictures and 
stage shows, highest priced house in 
town at 65c. The subsequent runs 
downtown have shaved their prices, 
too, all of this cutting and padding 
of shows seriously affecting the 
naborhoods. 

So the naborhood operators are 

(Continued on page 34) 


= 


Constitutional Rights 





Newsreels will stand on their 
constitutional rights wherever lawe 
makers threaten to use the shears, 
This was the decision of newsreel 
heads in conclave in the Hays office 
last week following the threat of 
Chicago’s Mayor Kelly to pick out 
all mob scenes before the reels are 
allowed to reach Chi audiences. 

Up until Monday (19) the reelg 
were reported to have comparatively 
smooth riding in the Chicago terrie 
tory, opportunity for a test case not 
having presented itself in the cur 
rent releases of news subjects. 

It was understood in New York 
following the meeting that reels are 
likely to ignore the Mayor when 
such an occasion arises, the reels 
being prepared for the consequences 
in a court room. 





Chicago, March 19. 


Amendment to the Cook County 
motion picture censorship ordinance 
was presented to the council last 
week. Amendment, as proposed by 
Alderman James C. Moreland, would 
eliminate all newsreels from the 
jurisdiction of local censorship. Chi- 
cago is the only situation in the 
country where newsreels may be 
clipped by censors. 

Ordinance shift follows the ban 
by Mayor Kelly of all European riot 
scenes in newsreels. Exchanges 
opened fire on this personal preju- 
dice on the part of the mayor and 
are backed in their pleas of ‘freee 
dom of the press’ by the newspae- 
pers, most of which have already 
published editorials flaying the idea 
of censorial control over motion pice 
ture news. 

Ordinance amendment, by parliae 
mentary rules of the council, goes 
now to the judiciary committee for 
constitutional analysis and will be 
brought back to the council for a 
formal vote some time next week. 

Unification of the publishers’ 
stand against the newsreel censore 
ship and the idea behind the ordie 
nance amendment belongs to Henry 
Herbel, Universal exchange manae 
ger and president of the Chicago 
Film Board of Trade. 


UA YANKS ‘CATHERINE’ 
IN WASH; HOLY WEEK 





Washington, March 19. 

UA office yanked ‘Catherine the 
Great’ from Keith’s schedule after 
big bally campaign on show. Pie 
was set to open Friday (23) but kill 
order came through when it was 
discovered pic would bow in Holy 
Week. Had been booked earlier, 
but unexpected four weeks’ run of 
‘Happened One Night’ shoved it 
along. 

UA would have let ’em have tt 
provided a second week was guare 
anteed but Keith’s balked, 





MISS DeMILLE DELAYED 


Agnes DeMille, who arrived from 
London last week, got off the boat 
and went under immediate doctor’s 
care. Flu. 

Miss DeMille, niece of Cecil B. 
will be.in ‘Cleopatra’ per Par. ’ See 
quences in which she will appear 
will be held back until .she cap 
reach the studio. 





DIANA WYNYARD LOANED ' 
Hollywood, March 19. 
Diana Wynyard has been obtained 
by Radio via loan from Metro for 
‘Sour Grapes’. Clive Brook co« 
starred. Ernest Pascal is scripting, 
and E. Worthington Minor and 
George Nicholls, Jr., will co-direct. 
Miles Connolly produces. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Edward Hatrick. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Hearst, Jr. 
Gregory La Cava. 

Milton Beecher, 

Osgood Perkins. 

Charles Coleman. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


J. Walter Ruben. 
Nicholas M. Schenck. 
Sol Wurtzel. 

Robert E. Sherwood. 
Emanuel Cohen, 
Marjorie Gateson. 
Joseph Bernharat. 
Harry Charnas. 
George Raft. 











Howard J. Green. 
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Rival Unions Cross-Picketing 


Continues: Await Test Decision 


Though their business is held to 
be suffering as result of the 306 
and Allied unions cross-picketing, 
the chains and the indie operators 
in New York area are not taking 
any action to relieve themselves as 
goats in the rival operator war. 
Theatres prefer to await the deter- 
mination of a motion for a per- 
manent injunction sought by Max 
Cohen, the only exhibitor who was 
willing to chance operator ill-will 
by going to court. 

Judge Cohen of the Supreme 
Court, who issued a temporary in- 
junction last week, ordering re- 
moval of Allied pickets from the 
Wallack and Harris, grinds, is ex- 
pected to hand down his final de- 
termination some time this week. 

Chains and other operators mean- 
while have been in touch with the 
Max Cohen faction on an injunctive 
move, but themselves are not lay- 
ing ground for court action until 
the indie exhib emerges victorious 
or not. Future action depends en- 
tirely on that outcome. 

Trial of the $1,000,000 conspiracy 
suit of Harry Sherman, 306 presi- 
dent, against the Independent Thea- 
tre Owners’ Association and its al- 
leged company union, Allied, sched- 
uled for yesterday (Monday) has 
been set ahead two weeks, pending 
a possible decision from the Court 
of Appeals in a matter having direct 
bearing on this suit. This is the 
appeal of the ITOA-Allied group, 
trying to set aside the order restor- 
ing 306 operators to booths of 11 
indie houses (members of ITOA), 
from which they had been sum- 
marily ousted. 

More than a week has passed by 
since it was announced at Code 
Authority headquarters that the 
Government would step between 
warring operators unions in New 
York and no formal move has yet 
been made. Subsequently, since the 
announcement that Divisional Ad- 
ministrator Rosenblatt would name 
a committee to investigate the trou- 
ble with the hope of smoothing it 
out and arriving at some kind of a 
standard scale of wages, it is being 
reported that various of the codists 
do not want to become involved in 
the labor fuss. 

Codists who are familiar with the 
New York situation, including some 
who have an inside dating from the 
battle which wound up in the over- 
throw of Sam Kapign, flatly stated 
that they will have no part of it 
now. 

Just what the Government will do 
new is not known, C. A. head- 
quarters on Saturday stating that 
it was still waiting on Rosenblatt 
for the committe. 


ONLY 1 ROUTINE NOW 
FOR LATE CODE SIGS 


In order to get a Blue Eagle 
those exhibitors who didn’t avail 
themselves of a thrice protracted 
deadline on compliance will have to 
make their record appear as if they 
were just entering business. This 
is according to John Flinn, execu- 
tive committee of the Code Author- 
ity. 

Only provision in the code for 
tardy members is that they are al- 
lowed 45 days after setting up their 
establishment, or company. in which 
to sign the code. 


Dupont Sues Cinecolor 
Los Angeles, March 19. 


Injunction restrainiug Cinecolor 
from infringing on letters of patent, 
with an accounting, is asked in an 
action filed in U. S. District Court 
here by Max B. Dupont Vitacolor 
Corp. and Consolidated Film Indus- 
tries, Inc. 

Complaint alleges that plaintiffs 
hold patent rights to four inven- 
tions having to do with color proc- 
essing, three of which are the in- 
vention of William V. D. Kelley of 
Brooklyn, N. Y., and the fourth the 
brain child of Joseph Mason of New 
York City. These patents cover a 
new and useful improvement in col- 
oring photographic images, a meth- 
od and apparatus for treating 
films, photographic printing and 
photographie image 
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PAR CREDITORS MEETING 


Called March 22 on Hoblitzelle and 
Tax Matters 








A Paramount creditors’ meeting 
has been called for Thursday (22) 
before Referee Henry K. Davis to 
consider matters in connection with 
the ultimate reorganization of Par. 


One matter concerns considera- 
tion, approval and authorization of 
an agreement providing for the re- 
organization of Southern Enter- 
prises of Texas, a Publix Enter- 
prises subsidiary which was merged 
into the Karl Hoblitzelle partner- 
ship, and of other theatres in Texas. 
This agreement, with amendments, 
is to replace an agreement with 
Hoblitzelle previously approved un- 
der the Publix Enterprises bank- 
ruptcy. 

Creditors will also be asked to 
approve and authorize execution by 
Par trustees of agreements indem- 
nifying various subsidiary trustees 
and receivers from any liability for 
Federal income taxes, penalties and 
interest. This comes about through 
their signing forms in connection 
with the filing. of a consolidated 
Paramount income tax return for 
the calender year of 1933. 


ACAD. OUTLINES 





Hollywood, March 19. 

Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences has wired its sugges- 
tions to Divisional Administrator 
Sol A. Rosenblatt following mem- 
bership elections, for the various 
berths to be filled on NRA code 
committees. 

Spots are on the Code Authority, 
Agency committee and the Five- 
Five’ Producer-Employee commit- 
tee. Academy has not designated 
on which committees it suggests the 
various nominees serve. 

Recommendations follow: Wri- 
ters: Jack Cunningham, Howard 
Estabrook, Howard J. Green, Gro- 
ver Jones, William Slavens Mc- 
Nutt, Jane Murfin, Robert Riskin, 
Ernest Vajda, Carey Wilson and 
Waldemar Young. 

Directors: Frank Capra, Cecil B. 
DeMille, William K. Howard, Frank 


Lloyd, King Vidor and W. S. Van 
Dyke. 

Technicians: Carl Dreher, J. M. 
Nickolaus, Max Parker and Karl 
Strauss. 

Actors: Lionel Atwill, Warner 
Baxter, Lionel Belmore, Alice 


Brady, Laura Hope Crews, William 
H. Davidson, Marie Dressler, Irene 
Dunn, Raymond Hatton, Helen 
Hayes, Del Henderson, Katherine 
Hepburn, Jean Hersholt, Walter 
Huston, George Irving, Dewitt C. 
Jennings, Henry Kolker, J. Farrell 
MacDonald, Warner Oland, Nance 
O'Neill, Elizabeth Patterson, Lewis 
S. Stone, Henry B. Walthall and 
Helen Ware. 

Actors branch did not hold an 
election for its list of names. The 
entire membership list is to be for- 
warded to Rosenblatt later but with 
the above 24 offered as suggestions. 


ROXY’S SQUAWK OVER 








Roxy, N. Y., has written a second 
time to Administrator Sol Rosen- 
blatt, in complaint of an alleged 


violation of the picture code by the 
Mayfair theatre, on Broadway, op- 
erated by Walter Reade. 

Complaint is on the alleged dis- 
tribution of passes by the Mayfair 
permitting a double admission for 
lhe. 


Postponed a Day 


Picture Code Authority is post- 
poning its meeting, scheduled for 
Wednesday (21) until Thursday (22) 
because of Divisional Administrator 
Rosenblatt’s inability to be present. 

Rosenblatt is listed to preside 
over a legitimate stage code session 
on Wednesday. ¢ 


CODE CHOICES 





} 











MAYFAIR’S 2-FOR-1’S. 


Howard Cullman, receiver for the } 


. 





|his attitude towards Alliance com- 


Sue Pan, Portland, 
On Code Charges 


Portland, Ore., March 19. 
In the suit of projectionists and 
mechanics against John C. Stille 
and John W. Martin, operators of | 


the Pantages, charging that the the- 
atre has failed to comply with con- 
ditions of employment set forth in | 
the theatre code, Federal Judge Fee | 
yesterday grantd the plaintiff three 
weeks in which to file an amended 
complaint and to renew applica- 
tion for an order to show cause 
why a temporary restraining order 
should not issue. 

Suit was filed by H. L 
J. T. Moore and others. 


Boards Asked to 
Estimate Budgets 
As Cost Yardstick 


Executive Secretary John Flinn 
is asking all grievance and zoning 
boards to estimate their budgets for 
1934 as soon as possible. Purpose 
is so the Code Authority can ac- 
curately gauge the amount it will 
assess the industry for code costs 
on the year. 

Taking the lead economically, 
Flinn figures that CA headquarters 
at the present rate will not average 
over $30,000 a year. Whatever that 
figure soars to will be guided by 
the number of appeals made to the 
CA from the field force. Flinn is 
satisfied that the CA can continue 
to operate without an investigating 
bureau or a _ publicity department. 

Over the weekend Flinn com- 
menced mailing NRA labor notices 
which must be conspicuously posted 
by all fliers of the temporary as 
well as permanent Blue Eagle. He 
has also despatched the manuals of 





Thomas, 











instruction for the grievance and 
zoning boards. These have to do 
chiefly with parliamentary  pro- 


ceedure and cover everything from 
renting a field office to swearing in 
a witness. 


IBEW FIGHTS UNION 
IDEA OF ENGINEERS 


Hollywood, March i9. 


Efforts of the Society of Sound 
Engineers, employed at the studios 
as soundmen, to free themselves 
from union entanglements and pos- 
sibly get a charter of their own 
from the American Federation of 
Labor is meeting with resistance 
from International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers’ . officials who 
hold a contract with the studios for 
all sound and electrical work. 

At a confab between a commit- 
tee of the Engineers and Ed Bier- 
retz, assistant to the international 
president, and Harry Brigaerts of 
the local IBEW, the threatening 
bolters were told that under no con- 
dition would the A. F. of L. coun- 
tenance another charter for their 
type of work and that as the IBEW 
holds the contract with the pro- 
ducers that they might find them- 
selves out of luck if they bolted 
the union. 

Members of the Engineers, mostly 
tops in their craft, explained at the 
confab they have no fight with 
IBEW, but quoted a statement by 
William C. Elliott, who is supposed 
to have stated here that employees 
earning more than $100 a week do 
not belong in labor organizations. 








CA. Will Stand By All Summer: 


VARIETY ? 








Means Next Auiumn Should See 
Full Interpretations of the Code 


is confronted with what 
revolutionary 


Filmdoni 
should be its most 
and tumultuous summer, according 
to leaders, who revealed the Code 
Authority is expecting to stand by 
for emergency sessions all during 
the hot months. By fall all see 
where there should be an answer 
on the NRA record to such prob- 
lems as price cutting and dual and 
three-for-one policies. 

Light is suddenly beginning to be 
shed on some of the powers of 
grievance boards throughout the 
country which have been cloaked in 
the mystery of legal phraseology. 

Instead of just being limited to 
a four-pointed policy, as is disclosed 
by even a careful scrutiny of the 
code, the grievance boards are blos- 
soming into units which can receive 
and pass up to the Code Authority 
any complaint of any nature not 
obviously covered by the code which 
they may deem meritorious. 

So eventually, some time before 


THAT EXTRA 10%, 
PUZZLING PIX 





All indications to date are that 
only a part of the picture business 
will increase wages and decrease 
hours by the additional 10% sug- 
gested by the NRA. While Holly- 
wood labor reports will not be dis- 
closed until the Code Authority con- 
venes this Thursday (22) the atti- 
tude of picture leaders is that the 
industry right now is employing as 
many people as it did in the peak 
year of 1928. Some of these spokes- 
men estimate at the same time that 
the amount of wages being paid is 
between 30 and 35% less than in 
28, since virtually all the cuts ef- 
fected during the past three years 
are current, plus the fact that many 
new employees are hired on the 
basis of this reduced scale. 

It seems certain that home offices 
will not be touched by the new 
seale since such employees in most 
instances could not be substituted. 
Instead of observing the NRA policy 
of adding more help reductions 
along this line would simply give 
present workers more leisure time, 
it is held. 

Of the three picture departments, 
distribution, according to Monday 
reports, will probably not’ be af- 
fected by the 10% movement re- 
gardless of what production and 
ehibition does. 

Union labor, according to early 
indications, especially that in the 
Hollywood studios is figured by 
some picture executives as the most 
likely choice for the new hours and 
wages if the Code Authority decides 
such can be accepted at all by films. 

The industry, however, is consid- 
ering the Johnsonian request seri- 
ously. Washington contacts, espe- 
cially, are of the opinion that if too 
many industries find themselves un- 
able to effect the 10%—both ways 
suggested by the NRA that the 
Black bill—a 80-hour week for all— 
will have jiust that much better 
chance. 





H'wood Pic Players Alliance 


Reiterates Ce 


ntral Casting Miff 





Los Angeles, March 19. 

With copies going to President 
Roosevelt and Deputy Adminis- 
trator Sol A. Rosenblatt, the Pic- 
ture Players Alliance of Hollywood 
dispatches a challenging letter to 
Gen. Hugh S. Johnson, NRA ad- 
ministrator, taking him to task for 


plaints and renewing a previous de- 
mand for investigation of Central 
Casting Bureau. 

The letter, signed by J. Edward 
Dahlen, welfare secretary of the 
group, is in reply to one sent the 





body by Gen. Johnson under date 
of Feb. 21. 
Dahlen reiterates ehargese that 


: Rosenblatt, 


sidestepped 
less ig- 


here, 
more or 


while 
the Alliance and 
nored complaints which Dahlen 
sought to present to him. He 
apologizes for inferences connected 
with the employment of Rosenblatt’s 
sister, Ann Ronnell, as a_ studio 
songwriter, to which Johnson took 
exception, but in general stood pat 
on fnsistence that complaints have 
not been investigated and that Cen- 
tral Casting must be investigated. 

In the latter connection, Dahlen 
warns that if NRA doesn’t act 
against Central, he will enlist aid 
of Mrs. August Belmont’s newly- 
formed Motion Picture Research 
Council in New York 
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next winter, the Code Authority. 
according to high sources now, is 
going to find itself forced to make 
decisions on matters not apparently 
clothed in the code’s present read- 
ing. 

NRA in Practice—Not Theory 

Before it makes any additions to 
the code, which many of such de- 
cisions will necessitate, codists re- 
veal their own plan of stfategy. 
This is to let the industry in the 
field find out what the NRA is all 
about and from practical experi- 
ence, rather than theory. Certain 
problems, including double features, 
are not called by name in the code, 
which means little so far as con- 
trolling them is concerned. If the 
field force, for instance, can prove 
through a majority count that vari- 
ous practices constitute a state of 
unfair competition the Authority 
can use such statistics as a com- 
pendium of industry opinion to sub- 
Stantiate any changes it makes in 
the formula. 

The four loosely worded laws gov- 
erning the actions of the NRA 
police force are now being in- 
terpreted in code quarters as cover- 
ing virtually all trade practice rela- 
tions between distributor and ex- 
hibitor. 

In Rule 2, for example, certain of 
the high codists see opportunity of 
grievance boards to curb doubles 
and triples. And yet this clause to 
the lay exhibitor, and even certain 
attorneys in the business, simply 
states: ‘The adoption of an unfairly 
competing operating policy and too 
frequent changes.’ * 

Illustrating how double features 
can possibly .be reached by this 
clause, without need of any amend- 
ment to the code, codists hold the 
only proof necessary is that doubles 
are being used simply to keep prod- 
uct away from a competitor. 

Similar elasticity and opportunity 
for coverage of the majority of 
trade evils are provided in the other 
three grievance board authorities, 
including over-buying. exclusive 
runs and holdouts. 

The Washington victory which 
independent producers scored by 
keeping the mention of doubles out 
of the code may soon prove to have 
a false bottom if grievance boards 
record box office sentiment the other 
direction. 


The Triple Threat 


Right now, however, the _ indie 
makers are ired over reports of the 
spread of triple features. They 
term this as propaganda inspired by 
majors to weaken double feature 
policies. They see where major 
salesmen this season will go out 
into the field and warn exhibs now 
doubling that dualism only leads to 
a three-for-one which is bound to 
be disastrous. -Some of the indies 
are putting up such a strong argu- 
ment against triples as to be ludic- 
rous in view of their original stand 
for the two-fov-one. They hold 
that three features gorge a public 
with entertainment while two just 
satisfy a healthy appetite. Majors, 
on the other hand, figure the single 
feature is the normal b.o. menu 
with shorts for dessert. 

Indie producers, at least some of 
them, also declare the grievance 
boards have no authority to meddle 
with doubles. But the majors see 
otherwise and all concede the sum- 
mer will tell. 

Revelation at the same time that 
over 50% of the theatres in the 
U.S. are admitting patrons for a 
dime, during some period of the day, 
indicates to codists strong possibili- 
ties of grievance boards’ shortly 
having this on their hands. Price- 
cutting when it can be proven an 
unfair trade practice is held by 
specialists to be within the 
NRA’s province regardless of its 
specific omission from the present 
code. 

Non-signers of the code are also 
expected to add to the tumult of 
34's warm weather. Code students 
doubt if a distributor will have to 
concede the 10% cancellation privi- 
lege to such exhibitors, and they 
hold in turn that such owners can 
only defend themselves and have 
no citizenship as complainants be- 
fore grievance courts. Allied Exe 
hibitors is the only trade associa- 
tion of any near-national scope 
which has in its membership a large 
number of non-signers. 
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LA Populated by Disappointments; 


Wonder Bar’ Best of All, $30,000: 


Ben Bernie Band at Par, $14,500 


Los Angeles, March 19, 

Big things expected in the down- 
town first run area this week did 
not materialize. Quartet of the ini- 
tial showing houses figured they had 
aces to sell, with the Downtown be- 
ing the only one to cash in heavily 
with ‘Wonder Bar’ as did the Holly- 


wood. United Artists not doing so 
well with ‘Joe Palooka.’ State with 
George White's ‘Scandals’ also had 
quite a disappointment as trade on 
the first two days only totaled $3,100. 

Paramount was another big dis- 
appointment. House went and 
bought Ben Bernie and his band 
for $7,500 and then forgot to sell the 
outfit which has ‘Come on, Marines, 
as the pic attraction, result being 
that what should have been an easy 
$19,000 week with a little advertising 
and exploitation will come home 
with around $14,500 and a loss. 

All of this quartet of d. t. pre- 
miere houses also tilted the scale 5c. 
on two of the daily price changes 
and 15¢e. on the evening price, but 
it is not figured that the jump kept 
trade out. 

Chinese finished six and one half 
week stay of ‘Queen Christina’ on 
Sunday night with final 10-day take 
around $16,000. House goes dark 
until April 3 when ‘The House of 
Rothschild’ opens. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 55- 
$1.10) —‘Queen Christina’ (MG) and 
stage show (6th, final week). Came 
through for neat final 10 days with 
a take of around $16,000. 

Downtown WB) (1,800; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Wonder Bar (WB). Looks 
like a winner for the house and 
should hit an easy $15,500 on the 
initial week, which is plenty of 
profit. Last week, ‘Dark Hazard 
(FN). Was pretty tough grind to 

et around $5,200. 

. Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 26-35-40- 
55)—"Wonder Bar’ (WB). Started 
off with a $2,800 premiere, then got 
a second day of $2,300 which should 
bring first week to around $15,000, 
which is great. Last week, ‘Dark 
Hazard’ (FN), ae days, barely 
barely got over 34, e 

Los Angeles (Wm. Fox) (2,800; 
15-35)—The Ninth Guest’ (Col), 
and ‘I Like It That Way’ (U), split. 
Competition plenty stiff this week 
in day time so that it is n. 8. &. 
and will come home with $3,200. 
Last week, ‘Beggars in Ermine’ 
(Mono), and ‘Murder on the Cam- 
pus’ (Cneer ea ran along as 80- 
so pace to $3, A 

Povrance (Pan) (2,700; 15-25-40) 
—‘Countess of Monte Cristo’ (U) 
and ‘I BXlieve in You’ (U) split. 
They just cannot get going here, 
will be lucky to hit $2,500. Last 
week ‘This Side of Heaven’ (MG) 
and ‘Cross Country Cruis.’ (U) had 
a difficult time so light was the 
trade as $2,000 shows. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55) —‘Come on Marines’ (Par) 
and stage show. Bernie band fig- 
ured for the big draw. Came in 
without house selling force and 
opened to $2,300, Looks like $14,500 
which is loss for house, but their 
fault in being pennywise. Last week 
‘Death Takes a Holiday’ (Par). 
With great studio campaign behind 
it picked up as went along and fin- 
ished with $12,400. 

President (Bdwy) (1,000; 25-35)— 
‘Narcotic’ (Esper) (2nd week). 
Sloughed off from initial week and 
pulled after three days, taking $800 
for this period. ‘Sins of Love,’ 
sexer, the successor. 

RKO (2,950; 25-40)—It Happened 
One Night’ (Col) (8rd-final week). 
Will get around $5,800. Last week, 
second stanza, did $9,200. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40- 
55)—George White’s Scandals’ 
(Fox). Did not get off to bang-up 
start expected and will come home 
with around $11,000 which is fair. 
Last week ‘The Mysterious Mr. X’ 
(MG), just could not get going and 
came off after six days with $5,600 
which is almost a low gross for 
house. 

United Artists (Grauman) (2,100; 
25-35-40-55)—Palooka’ (UA). Looks 
as though advanced scale here hurt 
bit as picture, which is getting 
great mouth-to-mouth exploitation, 
will probably be short of $7,000 on 
solo week stay. Last week ‘Nana’ 
(UA) for second and final week 
bowed out with short of $7,000, 
which is not what Goldwyn dreamed 
it should do. 


BEECHER’S SHIFT 


Milton Beecher, in charge of fan 
magazine publicity and advertising 
at the Metro home office, may trans- 
fer permanently to the Culver City 
studio. He left New York Friday 
(16) to look the coast situation over 
for a month. 

Milton Weiss, pinch-hitting at the 
home office, would succeed in the 
Odette 








TACOMA GROSSES 


‘David Harum’ at $5,000 is Excellent 
for Town 








Tacoma, March 19. 
Will Rogers and Constance Ben- 
nett are the two cinema luminaries 
in rival theatres banked on for box 
office. ‘David Harum,’ at the Roxy, 
looks hot; ‘Moulin Rouge’ at Music 

Box is forte, from all indications. 

Estimates for This Week 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 25- 
35)—‘Moulin Rouge’ (UA) in for 
solid week, after two weeks okay 
run in neighboring Seattle. Ex- 
pected $3,000. Last week ‘Design 
for Living’ (Par), 3 days, slow, $1,- 
000; ‘Hips, Hips, Hooray’ (RKO) 6 


days, fair, $2,400. 

Roxy (J-vH) (1,300; 25-35)— 
‘David Harum’ (Fox). Both barrels 
of publicity barrage hailing this as 
Rogers’ best, makes outlook for 
$5,000. Last week ‘Queen Christina’ 
(MG) good, $4,300. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650 15- 
55)—‘Lost Patrol’ (RK) three days, 
‘Take a Chance’ (Par) and ‘Crosby 
Case’ (U) dual, 4 days, expected to 
hit $1,500. Last week “Thundering 
Herd’ (Par) and ‘By Candlelight’ 
(U) dual, 3 days ‘I Like It That 
Way’ (U) and ‘White Woman’ (Par) 
dual, 4 days, fair $1,550. 


LOTTA NAMES IN 
FRISCO, BUT 
BIZ NSG 


San Francisco, March 19, 

There’s a lotta punch packed into 
this week’s picture of competition— 
Hepburn, Durante, Mills Brothers, 
Barrymore, ‘Death Takes a Holiday’ 
and McLaglen-Lowe. There has to 
be a lot of punch because this has 
been income tax week, Lent, per- 
fect weather and plenty of opposi- 
tion from beaches, and other amuse- 
ments, 

Mills Brothers are disappointing 
at the Orpheum, the first price boost 
Frisco has seen in more than a year 
since all houses started double bill- 
ing and cut prices. Orph going to 
25, 85 and 55 from previous 25, 35 
and 40c, and despite a paucity of 
good picture product, counts upon 
such names as Mills, Ted Lewis, 
Ellington to put it over. Nut is up 
plenty high, too, Mills drawing a 
reported $4,000, and then there’s the 
added cost of orchestra, stage hands 
and other F & M acts. Current 
show with the Millses, plus ‘Love 
Birds’ with Summerville and Pitts 
will stay nine days, house going 
then to Saturday openings. Only 
$10,000 in sight. 

Hepburn at the Golden Gate has 
gotten the benefit of a buildup 
through the holdover of ‘Night’. 
‘Spitfire’ having been postponed 
twice, when it finally opened it was 
with a bang. and looks like two 
weeks unless a»complete and unex- 
pected change takes place. 

‘Death Holiday’ into the Warfield 
backed by special Paramount ex- 
ploitation and drawing the same 
high class customers who went for 
the stage show. Along with stage 
show, house is doing well. 

Jimmy Durante has gotten a swell 
sendoff in ‘Palooka’ at United Art- 
ists, those special Steig ads causing 
comment, and Durante a boxoffice 
puller. Appears to be another two- 
weeker, at least. 

Fox has John Barrymore in ‘Long 
Lost Father’ giving that house more 
class than it has had in some time, 
and split with ‘Hula’ on screen, and 
10 vaude acts, is doing okay, 

St. Francis ns.g. with ‘Heat 
Lightning’ split with ‘I Believe in 
You,’ and not pulling so well, while 
Paramount up a few notches with 
Lowe and McLaglen in ‘No More 
Women’ and Lionel Barrymore in 
‘This Side of Heaven.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Leo) (5,000; 25-35) ‘Long 
Lost Father’ (Col) and ‘Hula’ (Maj), 
split, with 10 acts of vaude. Barry- 
more in the former giving the house 
class and take is quite okay at 
$10,000. Last week with ‘Line-up’ 
(Col) and ‘Speed Wings’ (Col), split, 
and vaude, weak $9,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 25-35- 
40) ‘Spitfire’ (RKO) and stage show. 
Hepburn a draw and $17,500 is a 
pile of money after a sweet buildup 
through holdover of last week’s pic- 
ture ‘One Night’ (Col), $12,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,400; 25-35-55) 
‘Love Birds (U) and Mills Brothers 
on stage, marking return to stage 
shows and a raise in prices from 











1 40 to 55c. 


Brothers’ draw not hefty 





at $10,000, disappointing. Will run 
nine days, changing then to Satur- 
day opening. Last week's ‘Cradle 
Sone’ (Par) and I Like It That 
Way’ (U), split, under old policy, 
did weak $5,000. 


Paramount (FWC) (2,400; 25-35 
40) ‘No More Women’ (Par) and 
‘Side of Heaven’ (MG), split. Mc- 


Laglen and Lionel Barrymore in the 
two and quite good at $12,000. Last 
week light with ‘Mandalay’ (WB) 
and ‘Coming Out Party’ (Fox), split, 
and only $10,000. 

St. Francis (FWC) (1,500; 25-40) 
‘Heat Lightning’ (WB) and ‘Believe 
in You’ (Fox), split. Skimming over 
the edges with $5,500. Last week 
saw $6,000 on ‘She Made Her Bed’ 
(Par) and ‘Big Shakedown’ (WB), 
split. 

PUnited Artists (1,400; 25-35-40) 
‘Palooka (UA). Durante a draw 
after a good ad campaign and neat 
at $10,000. Last week, second of 
‘Moulin Rouge’ (UA), poor $6,000. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,700; 35-45-65) 
‘Death Holiday’ (Par) and stage 
show. Heavily exploited and pub- 
licized and morbid subject appar- 
ently relished by class audience; 
neat at $18,000. Last week saw 
$19,000 on ‘David Harum’ (Fox) 
plus stage show. 


15,000 Basketballers 
At Indianapolis Meet; 
‘Love Birds’ $7,500 Oke 


Indianapolis, March 19. 


Influx of almost 15,000 basket- 
ball fans to town for state high 
school tournament finals stimulated 
the box offices of theatres enough 
over the weekend to offset the usual 
late lent sluggishness, The Sum- 
merville-Pitts duo on the screen 
and a vaudeville bill is helping the 
Lyric to cash in neatly with a gross 
of $7,500, while ‘David Harum’ con- 
tinues to be something of a sensa- 
tion at the Apollo with a very good 
figure of $4,500 showing up for the 
third week of its run. 

‘Death Takes a Holiday’ is head- 
ed for a moderately good gross of 
$4,200 at the Circle, and Morton 
Downey in person is doing very 
little business at Loew’s Palace 
with a take of only $8,500 looming 
up. 








Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (4th Ave.) (1,100; 20-25- 
40)—David Harum’ (Fox). Going 
splendidly in its third week with 
$4,500, strong. Last week in the 
second stanza of its holdover, the 
picture did $5,800 which is very 
good. 

Circle (Katz-Feld) (2,600; 20-40) 
—‘Death Takes a Holiday’ (Par). 
Not up to expectations, but more 
than acceptable at $4,200. Last 
week ‘Mandalay’ (WB) died at $2,- 
750, poor. 

Indiana (Katz-Feld) (3,100; 20- 
26-40)—‘She Made Her Bed’ (Par) 
and ‘Once to Every Woman’ (Col), 
dual, is weak with $3,800. Last 
week’s bill with ‘Ninth Guest’ (Col) 
and ‘Meanest Gal in Town’ (RKO), 
also dual, was bad at $3,400. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 20-25-40)— 
‘Love Birds’ (U) and vaude. Sum- 
merville and Pitts have always 
proved a good screen draw in this 
house; result is a smashing gross of 
$7,500. Last week ‘Ever Since Eve’ 
(Fox) and Delmar’s Revels on stage 
did $6,750, okay. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew's) (2,800; 
25-35-55) —Show-Of” (M-G) and 
Morton Downey untft on stage. 
Prices upped a little, but gross lag- 
ging plenty at $8,500, mediocre. 
too ‘Nana’ (UA) was good at 


‘David Harum’ Strong 
For $3,500 in Lincoln 


Lincoln, March 19. 

A real try to outpull Lent is be- 
ing made at the Stuart this week, 
and there alone, with the setting of 
‘David Harum.’ Rogers is the draw 
of this town and can always be 
counted on to run up the week’s fig- 
ures substantially every time he 
plays. With ‘Karum’ spilling the 
exploits of a hoss trader, locals will] 
go wild over it and be critical, too, 
because a goodly percent of the 
population comes from the retired 
age-classes who know all about 
swapping nags from way back. 

All other spots, with exception of 
Orph’s last half yayde, of course, 
will go along in the accustomed 
lethargy. 

‘Wonder Bar’ is already set for 
that week with as many other socks 
as can be lined up from now to 
Easter. Weather has warmed and 
looks like spring has come. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Livingston) (850: 10-15) 
—‘She Made Her Bed’ (Par), and 
‘Crosby Case’ (U). House back into 
dual bills. One act of vaude doing 
two-a-day also. Should pay off all 
right and to spare with $1,200. Last 
week, ‘Easy to Love’ (WB), with 
ork and ‘Golden Harvest’ (Par) 
dualled with ‘Ladies Love’ (Col) 
split, fair enough $900. 

Colonial (LTC) (750; 10-15)— 
‘Damaged Lives’ (Cap). Return 
engagement for this company. Ought 











to do better in this spot than at 


Tuesday, March 20, 1934 








Mpls. Goes to Town for Local Author's 
Earth Turns, ‘Good Dame’ Also Good 








SMILES IN N. H. 


‘Scandals’ and ‘Death’ Having Good 
Time 








New Haven, March 19. 

Business not bad at all for Lent. 

Several good numbers around and 
a lot of smiles. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 35-50) 
—‘Death Takes Holiday’ (Par) and 
‘She Made Her Bed’ (Par). Open- 
ing okay and looks like good $5,000.4 
Last week, ‘Bedside’ (WB) and 
‘The Quitter (Ches.). Couldn't 
stand the gaff. Light $3,800. 

Poli’s (Poli) (38,040; 35 -50)— 
‘Scandals’ (Fox) and ‘I Believed in 
You’ (Fox). Another big week for 
this house, with swell $11,200 in 
view. Last week, ‘It Happened One 
Night’ (Col) and ‘Line Up’ (Col). 
Garnered $12,300. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50)—‘Journal of Crime’ (WB) and 
‘Horseplay’ (U). Just fair biz indi- 
cated at around $4,800. Last week, 
‘Jimmy the Gent’ (WB) and ‘Poor 
Rich’ (U). Not too hot at $4,500. 

College (Poli) (1,565; 25-40)— 
‘Happened One Night’ (Col) and 
‘Line Up’ (Col). Holdover bill from 
Poli’s on way to $6,500. Last week, 
‘Catherine the Great’ (UA). Every- 
body happy over nice $4,300. 


ALL'S FAIR IN 
ST. L., “HARUM 
BIG 186 











St. Louis, March 19. 

With one exception average will 
be about as good as any cinema will 
do this week, and even that will 
be better than the week’s product, 
which is hardly up to average. 
There is a dearth of star names in 
the programs for one thing. 

Will Rogers provides the single 
exception at the Fox, where there 
will be a nice profit. Although no 
record for Rogers’ picture is in 
sight, it will be third consecutive 
profitable week for house. 

St. Louis may do slightly better 
than usual due to the grand finale 
they are staging in the way of a 
stage show before abandoning the 
policy altogether. Ambassador will 
be under its recent figures and so 
will the Missouri. Loew’s is doing 
nicely enough, but nothing big. 


Estimates For This Week 


Ambassador (Skouras) (3,000; 25- 
35-55)—‘Good Dame’ (Par) and 
stage show. Fair only, $13,000. Last 
week ‘Second Honeymoon’ (re- 
named from ‘Six of a Kind’) (Par), 
strong $19,000. 

Fox (F&M) (6,000; 25-35-55)— 
‘David Harum’ (Fox) and ‘Believed 
in You’ (RKO). Big for $18,000. 
Last week, ‘One Night’ (Col) (sec- 
ond week), $14,000. 

Loew’s State (Loew) (3,000; 25- 
35-55)—‘Looking For Trouble’ 
(UA). Fair $12,000. Last week, 
‘Nana’ (UA), $13,000, oke. 

Missouri (Skouras) (3,500; 25-40) 
—‘Poor Rich’ (U) and ‘Crosby Case’ 
(U). Fairish $8,000, same as last 
week’s ‘No More Women’ (Par) and 
‘Broken Dreams’. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 25-35-55) 
—Notorious But Nice’ (RKO) and 
‘Beggars in Ermine’ (RKO) and 
stage show. Nice $14,000, a bit bet- 
ter than last week’s ‘Success at 
Any Price’ (RKO) and ‘Shriek in 
est bes (Majestic), and stage show, 





Orpheum. Probably only for three 
days, $600 all right. Last week, 
‘Airmail (U), and Carnera-Lough- 
ran fight and last half ‘Roundup’ 
(Par), average $750. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-15-25)— 
‘Mandalay’ (WB). Fair $2,100 in the 
b. 0. Last week, ‘Henry VIII’ (UA), 
very nice sock in this Lenten har- 
assed house, $2,700. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,200; 10-15-25- 
40)—‘No More Women’ (Par), and 
‘You Can’t Buy Everything’ (MG), 
with vaudeville, split. Take will go 
up to a nice $2,300. Last week, ‘If 
I Were Free’ (RKO), and ‘Girl 
Without a Room’ (Par), with Capt. 
Peek’s ‘Rockin’ the Boat’ unit on 
stage, split, oke $2,200. 

State (Monroe) (500; 10-15-25)— 
‘Right to Romance’ (RKO). Hard- 4% 
ing’s draw should put this spot up 
to &an even break with expenses 
(something which hasn’t been com- 
mon), $850. Last week, ‘Miss Fane’s 
Baby’ (Par), so-so at $650. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
‘David Harum’ (Fox). Smash hit of 
the town, expecting to drag out a 
very oke $3,500. Last week, ‘Bolero’ 
(Par) was never a big drag; gals 
don't like Raft and. Rand means not 





a thing, $2,700, fair. 





Minneapolis, March 19. 

‘As the Earth Turns,’ at the Ming 
nesota, promises to be a lifesaver 
for total loop takings in a week that 
otherwise would be pretty much of 
a dud. The seven days before Holy 
Week probably would be a dull pe- 
riod under any circumstances, but 
they aren‘t being helped any by a 
weak lineup of attractions. 

One of the most gigantic exploita- 
tion campaigns in all local theatri- 
cal annals has gotten ‘As the Earth 
Turns’ off to a fast start, and it’s a 
cinch to outdistance the rest of the 
field by a considerable margin. Be- 
cause Gladys Hasty Carroll, the au- 
thor of the book from which the 
film is adapted, is a Minneapolitan, 
the occasiqn lent itself to a great 
ballyhoo, and Manager Harold Kap- 
lan of the Minnesota and Sam Clark 
of the WB exploitation department 
went the limit. 

For the first time the Civic and 
Commerce Association, town’s lead- 
ing business organization, sponsored 
a theatrical attraction, getting be- 
hind the picture solidly. Other 
women’s and civic bodies did like- 
wise. There were radio broadcasts 


~galore to boost the film, and on Fri- 


day night a ‘Hollywood premiere’ 
was staged, the author in person 
telling her experiences during the 
making of the picture, and state and 
city officials talking. Al Sheehan of 
WCCO was m. c., and the program 
went over the radio station. 

Sex has its inning at the State 
and Orpheum, considerable hot 
newspaper copy being employed to 
sell ‘Good Dame’ and ‘Mandalay.’ 
Because ‘Good Dame’ has March in 
its cast it gives every sign of breez- 
ing through to a very fair gross and 
landing the State in second place in 
the box-office race. 

Manager Bob LeFevre did a fine 
job in selling ‘Devil Tiger’ at the 
Lyric, and this picture, thanks to 
some neat advertising and a strik- 
ing front and lobby display, is ate 
tracting some attention. 


_ Estimates for This Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 25-35- 
40)—‘Earth Turns’ (WB). Exploi- 
tation turned whole town’s atten- 
tion to this one and effective sales- 
manship offset the absence of cast 
names and title to some extent. 
Opened strong, but problematical 
whether biz will hold up, although 
plugging by various organizations 
and schools is bound to have an ef- 
fect. Maybe $11,000, good. Last 
week, ‘David Harum’ (Fox), $9,000, 
pretty good, 

Orpheum (Singer) (2,890; 25-35< 
40)—‘Mandalay’ (FN). Kay Fran- 
cis no card here. Manager Emil 
Franke turned on the sex guns in 
selling this one, but there’s no great 
rush of customers. About $3,000, 
light. Last week, ‘Dark Hazard’ 
(FN) and Olsen and Johnson on 
ee in a a Chance,’ with lat- 

r responsible for r 
$13,500, ee. ae 

State (Publix (2,200; 25-35-40) 
—‘Good Dame’ (Par). March and 
Sidney no detriment by any means, 
may reach $6,000, good. Last week, 
Palooka’ (UA) and Ted Lewis on 
stage, with latter the big magnet, 
starting mildly but building strong=- 
ly to good $13,000. 

World (Steffes) (300; 25-35-50- 
75)—‘Comrades of 1918.’ German 
war film has endorsement of peace 
organizations, but public not flocke 
ing to it in any great numbers, 
Maybe $1,500, fair ‘Emperor Jones’ 
(UA) finished two good weeks to 
$2,000 after $2,200 initial seven days. 

Uptown (Publix) (41,200; 25-35)— 
‘Roman Scandals’ (UA) and ‘All of 


Me’ (Par), split. Should reach 
pretty good $2,500. Last week, ‘As 
Husbands Go’ (Fox) and ‘Roman 


Scandals’ (UA), split, $2,800, okeh. 
, Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 20-25)— 
Devil Tiger’ (Fox). Well exploited 
and winning attention, in for nine 
days, will top $3,000, pretty good. 
Last week, ‘Search for Beauty’ 
(Par), yanked after four days of 
very poor trade despite presence of 


Julie Madison, localite, i 
$1,000, bad. ee 
Grand (Publix) (1,100; 16-25)— 


‘Like It That Way’ (U), first run, 
and ‘Should Ladies Behave?’ (MG), 
second run, split. Perhaps $1,000, 
light. Last week, ‘Dinner at Eight’ 
(MG), third loop run, and ‘Design 
for Living’ (Par), second run, split, 
$1,800, pretty good. 


i Aster (Publix) (900; 15-25)— 
Sitting ; Pretty’ (Par), ‘Broadway 
Keyhole’ (UA) and ‘Hold That 


Girl (Fox), second loop run. Should 
reach $800, fair. Last week, ‘Take 
a Chance’ (Par), ‘Cradle Song’ 
(Par) and ‘Prizefighter and Lady’ 
(MG), second runs, split, $1,200, 
pretty good. 


POLLY YOUNG’s TWO PIX 
Hollywood, March 19. 
Two picture deal with Lone Star 
puts Polly Ann Young, sister of 
Loretta Young, in the saddle as fem 
lead for the mesquiters, ‘Blue Steel’ 
and ‘The Man from Utah.’ 
Plays opposite John Wayne, pro- 
duction starting this week ‘under 
Paul Malvern’s guidance. 
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‘| Was Spy; 


Chicago, March 19. 

Particular disappointment for 
B&K is the brodie of ‘It Happened 
One Night.’ Firm had expected 
plenty from this one due to the bor- 
rowed names of Gable and Colbert, 
but the combination doesn’t work 
here with the ace arena of Chicago 
bowing below $31,000 for the week, 
which means a slump of $12,000 
from the previous session. 

Oriental grosses are also messed 
up this week by a B&K picture 
booking blunder. Going’ exactly 
eontrary to their expressed policy 
of playing no pictures at the Ori- 
ental that have played anywhere 
else downtown B&K dated-in the 
English made ‘I Was a Spy’ (Fox) 
and the result is a disappointment. 
So poor that B&K established a new 
precedent by yanking this picture 
and substituting ‘Big Shakedown’ 
(WB) on Saturday. With the Sun- 
day ads on ‘Spy’ set the whole Ori- 
ental week was put on the kibosh. 

Palace had a fine chance for busi- 
ness this week with a great array 
of stage names but that circuit also 
kicked their chances into the alley 
by accepting sluffo, ‘Search for 
Beauty’ (Par). 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 35-55-65- 
75)—It Happened One Night’ (Col) 
and stage show. Picture a disap- 
pointment. Dives the house more 
than $12,000 below previous week’s 
take with hardly more indicated 
than anemic $31,000. Rave notices 
for Frank Capra's direction but pic- 
ture somehow can’t connect at the 
box-office. Last week Ramon No- 
varro ig person and in ‘Cat and 
Fiddle’ (MG) zoomed the register 
to hearty $43,600. 

McVickers (B&K) (2,284; 25-35- 
65)—David Harum’ (Fox). Slid off 
somewhat after whirling opener and 
settled down to finish first week to 





$13,800. Will stick another session 
which looks in at $£,000, good 
enough... ‘George White Scandals’ 


(Fox), slated to follow this Satur- 
day (23). 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 25-35-40) 
— Big Shakedown’ (WB) and vaude. 
Present flicker was shoved in on 
Saturday (17) to replace the yanked 
‘I Was a Spy’ (Fox) which was the 
B&K blunder of the week. On ac- 
count of general messed up situa- 
tion caused by the picture depart- 
ment the week is hurt and the gross 
drops to $14,000 after having run 
along for the past two weeks above 
$17,000. Last week with ‘Blood 
Money’ (UA) house did well at 
$17,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,583; 40-60-83)— 
‘Search for Beauty’ (Par) and 
vaude, Clark and McCullough, Betty 
Boop and Bill Robinson are a pow- 
erful lineup of names and were on 
their way to powerful grosses when 
interrupted by a picture booking. 
Picture is a B&K slough and acting 
like it at the box-office. On the 
vaude strength holding above fair 
enough $18,000. Last week ‘Success 
at Any Price’ (RKO) slumped the 
register sadly to pitiful $13,400. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 25-35- 
45)—‘Jimmy the Gent’ (WB). Get- 
ting a good play and sending the 
take upwards and likely to touch 
fine $8,000. Last week ‘Massacre’ 
(WB) was just that at $5,700. ‘Jour- 
nal of Crime’ (WB) likely to follow. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
40)—‘Lost Long Father’ (RKO).and 
vaude. Paul Ash headlining and 
doing good by the box-office. En- 
tire register hops nicely to $13,000. 
Last week ‘Song You Gave Me’ 
(Col) ruined any chances of hope 
here, bad sound and worse reports 
killing the profits at bad $9,000. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
$5-55-65)—‘PaJooka’ (UA). Second 
week headed for pleasant enough 
$8,000 after good opener at $14,500. 
‘Catherine the Great’ (UA) opens 
Wednesday (21) for a fortnight and 
then comes ‘House of Rothschild’ 
(UA) on April 4. B&K not certain 
about this one on account of Hitler 
angles and big local German col- 
ony. 





Par’s ‘Jorgensen’ 


Hollywood, March 19. 
Paramount is negotiating with 
Tristram Tupper for talker rights 
on his novel ‘Jorgensen.’ Silent 
rights were acquired by the studio 
eight yvears ago when it was in- 
tended for Thomas Meighan. 
Studio has made two bids within 
the past few months, with RKO also 
having sounded out wit! an offer. 








HEIRESS CONNECTS 


Hollywood, March 19. 
Merry Fahrney, Chicago patent 
medicine heiress, after numerous 
tests at several studios has finally 
landed at Paramount. 
Cc. B. DeMille has given her a 
bit in ‘Cleopatra’. 


Palace Vaude, $18,000 





+. 


KANSAS CITY GOES DUAL 


Main Street $7,000 In Quantity 
Policy—‘Palooka’, Solo, $8,000 








Kansas City, March 19. 

Main Street is the latest first-run 
to fall into the double bill class 
and this week is offering ‘Mandalay’ 
and ‘The Meanest Girl in Town’ for 
a quarter until six o’clock when the 
lower. floor price is lifted to 4(c. 
The two-for-one show at the New- 
man is ‘Jimmy the Gent’ and ‘She 
Made Her Bed’. 

Loew’s Midland, with its straight 
25c policy at all times has ‘Palooka’, 
and is up against it as ge is out 
of the class expected by the regu- 
lars. 

Planted between the Royal and 
the Newman, Dubinsky’s Liberty is 
shooting with a fan dancer, the first 
stage attraction seen in the house 
for several years, 

Estimates for This Week 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40) 
‘Mandalay’ (FN) and ‘The Meanest 
Gal in Town’ (RKO). First time 
for double features in the house and 
the result will be watched with in- 
terest. Expected to get near $7,000. 
Last week’s ‘Dark Hazard’ (FN) 
and Student Prince stage show got 
$10,000. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25) ‘Pa- 
looka’ (UA). Got away to a fair 
start in spite of the double bills on 
either side and will likely show 
about $8,000; not so hot. Last week 
‘Nana’ (UA) drew raves from the 
reviewers and returned $12,000. 

Newman (Par) (1,800; 25) ‘Jimmy 
the Gent’ (WB) and ‘She Made Her 
Bed’ (Par). Bargain seekers giving 
this place a nice play and week 
looks like a good $10,000. Last week 
‘Six of a Kind’ (Par) and ‘Madam 
Spy’ (U) around same figure. 

Uptown (Fox) (2,040; 25-40) “Da- 
vid Harum’ (Fox). This is the sec- 
ond week for the Will Rogers fea- 
ture and it is still hitting nicely. 
Should get $8,000. Last week clicked 
for $8,800, good. 


150-Minute Show, 40c; 
Mr. X’ $22,000 at Fox; 
‘Harum,’ $18,000, Big 


Washington, March 19. 

Interest last week centered around 
two experiments, both of which 
worked nicely. Local WB office 
jumped Met from 90-minute to 150- 
minute show throwing in flock of 
shorts and cutting price from 60- 
cent to 40-cent top. Quantity was 
played up rather than quality of bill 
and despite lower scale average in- 
take jumped a bit. . 

Other trial was Loew's move put- 
ting class A pic in Fox, vaudefilm 
spot, to see how much 3,000-seater 
would gross if it played top product 
Answer was around $29,000 where 
average is only $20,000. Stunt is not 
likely to be permanent as Loew’s 
needs big stuff for Palace down the 
street. 

Estimates for This Week 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-60), 
‘It Happened One Night’ (Col). 
Fourth week headed for $8,000. Last 
week same pic $11,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-40-60), 
‘Let’s Fall in Love’ (Col) and vaude. 
Sophie Tucker helping out on stage 
but Edmund Lowe isn’t enough to 
buck opposition. Fair with $12,000. 
Last week ‘Journal of Crime’ (WB) 
and Singin’ Sam slightly better with 
$13,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-35-60), 
‘David Harum’ (Fox). Hailed by 
press as Rogers’ best and looks like 
big $18,000. Last week ‘All of Me’ 
(Par) only fair with $12,000. 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-60), 
‘Mystery of Mr. X’ (M-G) and vaude. 
New unit show is building through 
word of mouth and popularity of 
Robert }.ontgomery in new type 
role should give week o.k. $22,000. 
Last week ‘Gallant Lady’ (20th 
Cent.) put in to test grosses if house 
had class A pics netted beautiful 
$29,000. 

Met (WB) (1,583; 25-40), ‘Advice 
to Lovelorn’ (UA). Doing nicely in 
second week of new policy calling 
for lower prices and longer show. 
Should see oke $5,000. Last week 
first of new policy with ‘Dark Haz- 
zard’ (WB) clicked with oke $5,500. 

Rialto (U) (1,853; 25-35-40-50), ‘I 
Like It That Way’ (U). 3ally as 
big musical got rap from critics, al- 
though all give show an o.k. other- 
wise. Maybe good $6,000. Last week 
‘Poor Rich’ (U) fair $4,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,263; 25-35- 
40), ‘Carolina’ (Fox). Back on main 
stem after week at Palace. Headed 
for nice $5,000. Last week return of 
‘Queen Christina’ (M-G) did very 
big $5,500. 











THOSE N. 0. BLUES 


‘Harum’ Oke $9,000 but ‘Cath’ Weak 
8G and ‘Success’ Blah 7G 


New Orleans, March 19. 
One of those in-between weeks, 
with the fans slumbering. Couple 
of commendables, ‘Catherine’ at 
Loew’s State and ‘David Harum’ at 








Saenger, are not exciting the 
natives. ‘Cathie’ may snare a 
desultory $8,000, and ‘Harum’ the 


horse trader, mebbe nine grand. 
Orpheum has ‘Success at Any Price’ 
without success, and the Tudor ‘Six 
of a Kind.’ With junior Fairbanks 
in the features at Loew’s and the 
Orpheum, and neither doing biz, it 
looks like he is playing against him- 
self. 
Estimates for This Week 

Saenger (3,568; 40) — ‘David 
Harum’ (Fox). Rogers is. still 
potent and $9,000 is plenty profit- 
able. Last week ‘Death Takes a 
Holiday’ (Par) took $10,000. 

Loew’s State (3,218; 40)—‘Cath- 
erine the Great’ (UA). Mob not go- 
ing for this one and it can hardly 
look for more than $8,000. ~Last 
week ‘Mr. X’ (M-G) annexed some 
$8,000. 

Orpheum (2,400; 35)—‘Success at 
Any Price’ (Radio). Nose-dived 
from the start and will be lucky to 
get $7,000. Last week ‘I Got Your 
Number’ (WB) speared $6,000. 

Tudor (700; 30)—Six of a Kind’ 
(Par). Grinding along and may hit 
$1,700. Last week ‘Miss Fane's 
Baby’ (Par) got $2,000. 


DENVER’S 6 IST 
RUNS, ALL OK, 
‘DEATH 76 


Denver, March 19. 

Aladdin, Paramount and Denham 
doing better than last week, with 
others about same. First time in 
months Denver has aix first-runs, 
Rialto doing split week, on Western 
and weak-sister. Aladdin up a grand 
from previous. ‘Devil Tiger’ so good 
at Paramount it held an extra day 
first time picture has been held 
longer than booked at Paramount in 
many months, 

‘Scandals’ doing oke at Denver, 
but below Will Rogers’ film week 
before. 

Blizzard Friday hurt grosses 
some. Orpheum doing good business, 
but headed for around $10,000, av- 
erage. Lots of children at a dime 
in 50c seats keeps down gross and 
kids in this town getting discrimi- 
nating—why go to grind houses at 
a dime when can go to first-runs 
with stage show at same tariff. 
Tabor with second-run and stage 
show headed for fair $2,500. 


Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40) 
—‘Mandalay’ (FN). Average $3,500. 
Last week ‘Long Lost Father’ 
(RKO), drew nicely, but under the 
previous week. This house usually 
runs consistent on grosses, although 
its clientele can do plenty to films 
not up to the expected standard. 
Went to $3,750, a little over normal. 

Denham (Hellborn) (1,500; 25-30- 
40)—‘Death Takes Holiday’ (Par). 
Big for $7,000. Last week ‘No More 
Women’ (Par), gave this house the 
poorest business in many and many 
a week, even doing worse than 
‘Fane Baby.’ Denver is about fed 
up on this team. They went strong 
here in their first few pictures, but 
for last week, turned in only a slim 
$4,000. 

Denver (Huffman) (2,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘Scandals’ (Fox). Oke for $7,- 
000, but not as big as last week, 
when ‘David Harum’ (Fox) kept 
the cash register busy to the tune 
of $9,000, about 50% above normal. 
A Will Rogers’ picture needs as lit- 
tle exploitation here as any film 
possibly could. The house had an 
unusual number of standouts and 
the film clicked with everyone that 
saw it, and as a result the flicker 
had more word-of-mouth advertis- 
ing than any other in months. 
Orpheum (Huffman)—Jimmy the 
Gent’ (WB). Stage show with Al 
Lyons. Okay at $10,000. Last week 
‘Cat and Fiddie’ (MG) had to stand 
on its own hind legs, that is stage 
show not much help. Picture 
grabbed all the word of mouth and 
gave the box office a very nice $12,- 
000, 20% above average. 
Paramount (Huffman) (2,000; 25- 
40)—‘Devil Tiger’ (Fox) and ‘I Like 
It That Way’ (U), split. Back to 








par, $2,500. Last week ‘Massacre’ 
(FN), held three days to compiete 
week, and ‘You Can’t Buy Fvery- 


thing’ (MG), split finished consid- 
erably below normal, closing at $2.- 
000. ‘Buy Everythine’ had been 
hooked for full week, but yanked 
after three days. Failed to fill house 
even on night the Huffman theatres 
were giving away an auto. 

Rialto (Huffman) (900; 20-25)— 
‘Frontier Marshal’ (Fox) and ‘Bed- 
side’ (FN), split. Fair $900. Usually 
a second run, house is boosted to 
first run when Huffman has more 
dates than he can Ail in his first run 
houses, or when the film is too weak 





to stand first-run prices. 


Durante-Moran-Holtz Help Cap 
To $55,000 and H.0.; ‘Scandals’ at MH 
$80,000; ‘Rothschild’ a Smash at $2 





Jimmy Durante, with Polly Moran 
and Lou Holtz at the Capitol on a 
personal, and ‘Rothschild’ on a $2 
run at the Astor, on Broadway, are 
creating the biggest noise up gross 
alley this week, with the rest of the 
town providing nothing for the dis- 
tribs to write the film salesmen 
about. 

The Cap’s stage strong show in 
support of ‘Show-Off’ appears to be 
the juiciest bait the house has hung 


out in a long time and a probable 
$55,000 or over will be the result. 
That means a holdover. Cost of the 
stage show, including pit orchestra. 
is $17,000, thus running the nut up 
a considerable distance. 

Arliss’ ‘Rothschild’ is doing a sen- 
sational business at $2 at the Astor, 
which is under sub-lease to United 
Artists for four weeks. Playing four 
shows on Saturday (17) and three 
on Sunday, the first five days’ tak- 
ings were a monumental $17,200. 
Standing room is being sold to 
snatch such big money. Every per- 
formance has been capacity since 
opening except one show on Satur- 
day (17). 

Durante, on a personal at the 
Capitol, is on the screen at the 
Music Hall in George White’s ‘Scan- 
dals’ and up to today (Tuesday) was 
occupying the Rivoli in ‘Palooka.’ 
Had not Durante opened at the Cap 
a couple blocks away Riv would 
have held ‘Palooka’ another week 
at what the management judges 
would have been a profit. 
‘Scandals’ at the Music Hall has 
a chance to hit $80,000. 

Sunday’s weather may have hurt 
all business a little but not seri- 
ously. 
The Palace is going good for a 
change with ‘Spitfire. Hepburn is 
drawing and indications are favor- 
able for $16,000. 
‘Christina’ is at the State and a 
little doubtful after weakness of 
drag at the Cap. Probably not 
more than $15,000 or so. 
‘Good Dame’ at the Paramount, 
with March and Sidney names up, 
isn’t doing so well and if $35,000 
house may consider itself lucky. 
What's billed as Earl Carroll's 
‘Beauty Parade’ occupies the hard 
oak. George Raft comes in on a 
personal March 30 and S. L. Rotha- 
fel and His Gang, April 6. 
Strand, in its third week of ‘Won- 
der Bar, looks for around $23,000 
and hold a fourth week. ’ 
On the strength of a fairly good 
$11,000 on ‘No More Women’ for 
first seven days ending today (Tues- 
day), Rialto will keep the picture 
until Friday (23). ‘Once to Every 
Woman’ next. 
‘Death Takes a Holiday’ provides 
better than average draft for the 
RKO center after many poor weeks. 
Together with ‘Long Lost Father,’ 
which plays the second half of the 
week, the chances are fair for $12,- 
000 or more. However, this still 
isn’t what the house should be do- 
ing. e 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; $1.10-$1.65-$2.20)— 
‘House of Rothschild’ (UA). Big- 
gest $2 attraction in moons and on 





|odds 


first five days of run over capacity 
except for one performance out of 
four played Saturday (17) for gross 
of $17,200, mighty. Final week of 
‘Catherine, the Great’ (UA) $13,000, 
good 

Capitol (5,400; 35-75-85-$1.10)— 
‘Show-Off’ (MG) and stage show 
with Jimmy Durante, Polly Moran 
and Lou Holtz. Big names on ros- 
trum bringing Cap to life to tune 
of $55,000 or better and holds over. 
Last week, second of ‘Christina’ 
(MG), went under $25,000, which 
doesn’t speak so well for Garbo in 
this instance. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-55-65)—'The 
Quitter’ (Mono). Another for Wal- 
ter Reade that failed to go places, 
under $7,500, and out last night 
(Monday) after seven days. ‘Wine, 
Women and Song’ (Synd) successor. 
Palace (1,700; 35-40-66-75)—‘Spit- 


fire’ (RKO) and vaude. It’s the pic- 
tures that count here, as witness an 
above average week on strength of 
Hepburn draw currently. Oppor- 
tunities good for $16,000 or so. Last 


week, second of ‘It Happened One 


Night’ (Col), weak, around $10,000. 

Paramount (3,664; 35-55-75-99)— 
‘Good Dame’ (Par) and stage show. 
March-Sidney names, plus Earl 
Carrol’s ‘Beauty Parade’ on stage, 
lacking in something or other and 


not strong to hit $3,000. Last 
week house was in the gravy heavy 
with ‘Six of a Kind’ (Par), $48,000. 
Radio City Music Hall (5,945; 
40-60-85-99-$1.65)—George White's 
‘Scandals’ (Fox) and stage show. 
More was expected at time picture 
was booked but after reviews, some 
of which were disappointing, a 
chance to get $80,000 is considered 











okay. Last week ‘Spitfire’ (RKO), 


; hurt by two different snowstorms, 
|including its opening day, showed 
|spunk on the week, $79,000. Its 
weather loss was calculated to have 
been around $10,000. 

Rialto (2.000; 35-40-65)—"No More 
Women’ (Par). Lowe-McLaglen 
|con.edy not doing badly at all, $11,- 
1 000 on first week ending today 
(Tuesday) and holds three more 
days. ‘Once to Every Woman’ (Col) 
opens Friday (23). 

Rivoli (2.200; 40-55-75-85) — 
‘Palooka’ (UA) (8rd week). Fin 
ished its third week last night 
(Monday) at $20,000, pretty good 
and out. ‘Catherine, the Great’ 
(UA), following a four weeks $2 


run at the Astor, opens this morn- 
ing (Tuesday). 

RKO Center. (3,525; 25-40)— 
‘Death Takes a Holiday’ (Par), four 
days, and ‘Long Lost’ Father’ 
RKO), three days. Combination 
mainly on strength of ‘Leath,’ looks 
to a $12,000 week, above average 
Previous doubleton, ‘Fashion Follies 
of 1934’ (WB) and ‘Let’s Fall in 
Love’ (Col), poor, $9,000. 

Roxy (6,200; 25-35-55-65)—‘Com- 
ing Out Parity’. (Fox) and stage 
show. Hopes are low and more 
than poor $17,500 doubtful. Last 
week house was in the red again 
with ‘Midnight’ (U), only $16,500. 
This is the poorest done here in a 
long, long time. 

trand (2,900; 35-55-75-85)— 
‘Wonder Bar’ (WB) (3rd week). 
Estimated $23,000 is looked for and 
stays a fourth week. Second stretch 
of seven days, $35,200. 

State (2,200; 35-55-75)—‘Chris- 
tina’ (MG) and vaude, Garbo may 
do correspondingly better here than 
at the Cap, where playing two 
weeks, but much above $15,000 fig- 
ured dubious. Last week house 
topped $16,000 on ‘Bolero’ (Par) 
with Graham McNamee and Pickens 
Sisters on the stage. 


Spitfire - GY. 
Follies’ Tab Ups 
Detroit to 296 


Detroit, March 19. 

After losing the leadership to the 
Michigan for a week the Fox steps 
right out in the front again with 
Katharine Hepburn in ‘Spitfire’ and 
‘Greenwich Village Follies’ on stage. 
The Michigan follows two very good 
money weeks with ‘Death Takes a 


Holiday,’ and ‘Palooka’ at the 
United Artists follows a two-week 
stand of ‘Christina’ and may exceed 
the multiple week run. The Down- 
town and Fisher both get a break 
this week with pictures that ordi- 
narily would be out of their class. 











The Downtown has Lederer in 
‘Man of Two Worlds,’ and the 
Fisher with Muni’s ‘Hi, Nellie.” The 





Fisher booking is somewhat of a 
freak with the Michigan expecting 
the date. The State continues 
double billing with ‘The Show Off 
and ‘She Made Her Bed,’ but n. s. h 
Last week the Michigan was the 
thing and stuff at $25,000, the best 
figure this house has enjoyed in a 
long time. The Fox was second 
best with a nice enough $2,000. The 
United Artists with a second week 
of ‘Christina’ was okay at $7,500. 
The Downtown was very good with 
a first run picture, ‘Devil Tiger’ at 
$6,500. While the Fisher was also 
up with ‘Mandalay’ at $5,000. 

Surprise of the week Was the run 
of ‘Death Hoiiday’ with a nice 3,500. 


Estimates for This Week 





Michigan (Par) (4,045; 15-25-35- 
40-55)—‘Death Holiday’ (Par), and 
stage show Okay at $22,000. Last 
week, ‘Bolero’ (Par), and stage 
show, big at $25,000. 


Fox (KRKO-Inde) (5,100; 15-25-35- 
40-55)—‘Spitfire’ (RKO), and ‘G. V. 


Follies.” Hepburn pulling a big 
$29,000. Tast week, ‘Believed in 
You’ (RKO), and Morton Downey, 


okay at $22,000. 
United Artists (Par) (2,018; 15- 
25-35-40-55)—‘“Palooka’ (UA). Nice 


for $11,000. Last week, ‘Christina’ 
(MG), in its second week okay at 
$7,500. 

Downtown (RKO-Indie) (2,665: 
15-25-35-40)—'Men Two W orlds’ 
(RKO). Nice $6,000. Lasf week, 


‘Devil Tiger’ (Fox), $6,500. 

Fisher (Par) (2,750; 15-25-35-40) 
—Hi, Nellie’ (WB). Same okay $5,- 
000 as last week, ‘Mandalay’ (WB). 
State (Par) (3.000; 15-25-35-40)— 
‘Show Off’ (MG), and ‘She Made 
Her Bed’ (Par). Off at $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Love Birds’ and ‘Advice to 





the Lovelorn’ (UA), mild 33,500. 
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‘As Earth Turns, $11,000 in Philly; 
‘The Gert, $7.500; “All of Me, $2,300 


Philadelphia, March 19. 
Locust rejoins the film parade 
this week with one of its very in- 
frequent bookings. Picture is 
George White’s ‘Scandals’ and, 
contrary to miost of the Locust’s 


bookings of the past five vears, it 
will have a_ eontinuous-showing 
policy and popular prices (65c top). 
House will probably get another 
Fox booking or two this spring. 
Otherwise not much excitement 
in the wecek’s movie situation. Fox, 


Stanley and Aldine have holdovers 
and the Arcadia and Keith’s sec- 
ond-runs which leaves only four 
newcom?2rs—Boyd, Stanton, Karl- 
ton and Earle. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (1,300; 40-55-65)—-Nana 
(UA). Holding for part of third 
week with ‘Joe Palooka’ following 
Wednesday. Decidedly off last week 
with only $7,500 taken as against 
first week's $13,000. 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50)—‘All of 
Me’ (Par). About 2,300 forecast. 
Last week ‘Queen Christina’ (MG). 
Very big indeed in second run 
showing. $4,°00 in seven days. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55-65)—‘As the 
Earth Turns’ (WB). Opened Sat- 
urday. Nothing big forecast. $11,- 
000 maybe. Last week ‘Bolero’ 


(Par), $11,500 in seven days. 

Earle (2,000; 40-55-65)—‘No More 
Women’ (Par) and vaude. Singin’ 
Sam only name in stage show. 
$16,000 indicated. Last week ‘Six of 
a Kind’ (Par) and vaude, featuring 
Sophie Tucker, $15,000, average. 

Fox (3,000; 30-40-60 ‘David 
Harum’ (Fox) and stage show. Held 
in for second week with Paradise 
Revue and Johnny Marvin headlin- 
ing stage bill. Ought to get $15,000 
to follow last week’s splendid $21,- 
000. 

Karlton (1,000; 30-40-50) — ‘Four 
Frightened People’ (Par)... Mixed 
notices. Names, however, should 
spell $3,300. Last week, ‘Once to 
Every Woman’ (Col). Only $2,800. 

Keith’s (2,000; 25-35-45)—‘I Be- 
lieved You” (Fox) and vaude. Ernie 
Valle and his orchestra headlining. 
$6,300 forecast. Last week ‘Ever 
Since Eve’ (Fox) and vaude. $6,500. 

Stanley (3,700; 40-55-65)—‘Won- 
der Bar’ (WB). Held in for second 
week and ought to get $18,000. Last 
week’s $25,000 was considerably un- 
der expected figure. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-55)—‘Jimmy 
the Gent’ (WB) $7,500 estimated 
for Cagney film. Last week ‘Good 
Dame’ (Par). Same figure, which is 
average for house. 

Walnut (1,500; 25-50)—‘Murder 
on the Campus. (Chesterfield) and 
stage presentation. Maybe $6,000. 
‘Last week ‘Son of Kong’ (RKO) and 
stage presentation, ‘Folies de Gam- 
bol,’ $5,500, less than figured. 


CONEY ISLAND HURTS 
ALL BROOKLYN'S BIZ 


Brooklyn, March 19. 

Old man sunshine stuck his head 
out of the sky this week and flooded 
the burg with a ton of warmth that 
drove a goodly number of the citi- 
zenry to the Coney Island board- 
walk, where concessionaires reaped 
a harvest of nickels. 

Downtown, as a result, suffered a 





setback. Picture fare nothing to 
warrant calling the militia out. 
Stage shows at Paramount and 


vaude at the Albee will help some- 
what. 

‘Forgotten Men,’ war flicker, sec- 
ond week, at the Majestic, formerly 
Iegit house, is doing well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Par) (4,000; 25-35-50- 
65)—‘Good Dame’ (Par) and stage 
show with Jack Haley, Benny Ru- 
bin and Anthony Frome. 3right 
acts. Pic got mild notices. Should 
bring in $25,000, oke. Last week, 
‘Six of a Kind’ (Par), $27,000, okay. 

Fox (Cohen) (4,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Midnight’ YU) and stage show of 
mild quality. Heading for a mild 
$13,000. Last week, ‘9th Guest’ 
(Fox), $17,000, good. 

Albee (RKO) (3,500; 25-35-50)— 
‘Spitfire’ (Radio) and vauée fea- 
tures. Three X Sisters and Moun- 
taineers, both of radio. Maybe 
$18,000. Last week, ‘Hips, Hips, 
Hooray’ (Radio), $16,000, palooka. 

Loew’s Metropolitan (Loew) (2,400; 
25-35-50)—‘Mystery of Mr. X’ (MG) 
and vaude, featuring Phil Spitalny 
and feminine musicians. Nothing 
exeiting at $16,000. Last week, 
‘Moulin Rouge’ (20th), $17,000, mild. 


Strand (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Bedside’ (WB). Weak $6,500. Last 
— ‘Dark Hazard’ (FN), $7,800, 
air. 


MORE ‘TARZANS’ 
Hollywood, March 19. 
Metro is making another Edgar 
Rice Burroughs ‘Tarzan’ yarn. 
Deal gives studio the privilege of 
preparing an orig with ‘Tarzan’ as 
the central character. 








LeBorg Sues 


Los pee March 19. 

Charging he has been wrongfully 
deprived of directing a picture from 
his own story, ‘Forgotten Hands,’ 
Reginald LeBorg filed suit in Su- 
perior Court here against Henry 
Guttman, producer. He asks for a 
cancelation of contract, an account- 
ing and an injunction. 

LeBord’s claim is that Guttman 
was to pay production costs, not 
to exceed $3,000, and that plaintiff 
would receive 20% of all profits for 
his authorship, direction and or- 
chestrating of the pentane. 


‘CATHERINE’ $4,500: 
THE GENT’ $2,800 


Portland, Ore., March 19. 

Shows this week are unusually 
good and all the b. o. will do bet- 
ter, even though the weather is 
taking many to golf clubs and 
summer homés. 

Parker houses have Montgomery 

in ‘Mystery of Mr. X.’ (MGM) and 
‘Catherine the Great’ (UA), and 
these two will get the lion’s share 
of the biz. ‘Catherine’ has been 
given lots of push. 
Critics have gone on record as to 
‘Harum’ (Fox) at the Paramount, 
and it should do considerable. Rog- 
ers is strong in this burg. ‘Meanest 
Gal’ (RKO) was condenmed by the 
censor board and passed by the 
city council when appealed. This 
publicity may get the Oriental a 
little extra dough. 

Walter Hampden did excellent 
biz. It’s too bad the balcony wasn’t 
larger, as this section was sold out 
over ten days in advance, Old 
American has a “Tom’ show and 
doing the usual good biz. The free 
beer still has its attraction to the 
locals. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 25-40) 
‘Mystery of Mr. X’ (MGM). Mont- 
gomery will make this big, pos- 
sibly $6,000. Last week, ‘You Can’t 
Buy Everything’ (MGM) and ‘Love 
Birds’ (U) split; got $4,200. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 
25-40) ‘Catherine the Great’ (UA). 
This pic will do good biz, has had 
considerable build-up. Was billed 
beZore ‘Palooka’ (UA) and got two 
weeks’ advance publicity. Will get 
about $4,500. Last week ‘Palooka’ 
(UA). Durante doesn’t mean any- 
thing here, but with excellent ex- 
ploitation brought into the b. o: 
$3,300. 

Paramount (FWC) (3,000; 25-40) 
‘David Harum’ (Fox) and ‘Once to 
Every Woman’ (Col) dual. ‘Harum’ 
has had plenty of advance notice in 
critics’ columns and should do 
$5,700. Last week ‘It Happened One 
Night’ (Col) and ‘Ever Since Eve’ 
(Fox) combo program did a nice 
nip-nip for $6,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 25- 
35) ‘Jimmy the Gent’ (WB) indi- 
cates an expected $2,800. Last week 
‘Man of Two Worlds’ (RKO) did 
$2,600. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25- 
35) ‘Meanest Gal in Town’ (RKO) 
and ‘King for a Night’ (U) combo, 
‘Meanest Gal’ will bring a little ex- 
tra dough, as it has received ex- 
traordinary notice, due to difficul- 
ties with the censor board. Maybe 
$1,900. Last week ‘I Like It That 
Way’ (U) and ‘Two Alone’ (RKO) 
got $2,100. 


King Changes Purps 


Hollywood, March 19. 

John King, who produced two pix 
for Sol Lesser, starring ‘Kazan,’ a 
canine, has broken away from the 
dog and will make his own pix. 
Contract with Lesser called for six 
pix, but after second one, he de- 
cided to use another dog. 

King will continue making pix 
with the dog based on a number of 
Jack London's stories. Oliver Drake, 
who will direct, also will handle the 
story screen treatments. 


Presnell Supes ‘Babbitt’ 


Hollywood, March 19. 

Robert Presnell gets the produc- 
tion assignment of ‘Babbitt’ at War- 
ners. Picture will be a remake of 
the Sinclair Lewis novel, done silent 
years ago. 

Nevin Busch and Tom Reed will 
do the screen play. 


GLENNON FOTOGS ‘CANARY’ 
Hollywoo@e, March 19. 
Bert Glennon goes to Fox to 
photograph ‘Grand Canary,’ Jesse 
Lasky production which started to- 
day (Monday) with Irving Cum- 
mings directing. 














No Whams in B’ham 
Birmingham, March 19. 


Vaudeville comes back to town 
and goes in the Temple which has 
been reopened by Wilby. Indie 
vaude is being booked in as one 
of several houses over the circuit 
playing the tabs. 

Estimates For This Week 

Alabama (2,800; 30-35-40) — 
‘Christina’ (MG). Operations re- 
sumed at old stand, deserted when 
fire swept through downtown last 
week. Show moved to Temple, 
dark, where business fell off con- 
siderably aided by two forgotten 
pictures. This week $7,000. Last 
week $5,000, on ‘Should Ladies Be- 
have’ (MG) and ‘Good Dame’ (Par) 
and vaude first three days. 

Temple (Wilby) (2,100; 25-35)— 
‘I Like It That Way’ (U) and vaude. 
Latter is being used as selling point, 
2,500. 

Ritz (Wilby) (1,600; 30-35-40)— 
‘Eskimo’ (MG). Off at $2,000. Last 
week ‘Henry 8th’ (UA), $3,000. 

Strand (Wilby) (800; 25)—‘Ad- 
vice to Lovelorn’ (UA). Mild $900. 
Last week ‘Sons of the Desert’ 
(MG), $1,000. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25)—‘One 
Night’ (Col). Held over, $2,500. 
First week around $3,200. 


‘CATHERINE’ IN 











Providence, March 19. 

Looks like another week of hits 
and misses, mostly misses. Weather 
unusually fine for the opening of 
this stanza, exhibitors attributing 
their tepid starts to the springlike 
weather. Then, Lent, too, seems 
to be holding things back. Much 
more so this year than the last few 
years. 

Except in one or two cases thea- 
tre bills are oke. The stage at- 
tractions are in the lead again, but 
of the three stands sporting ‘flesh’ 
entertainment not one seems to 
have the edge on the other. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fay’s (2,000 15-25-40)—‘Midnight’ 
(U) and stage show with Charlie 
Ahearn’s ‘Millionaires’ headlining. 
Bill oke all around; while biz is not 
what it should be this house is get- 
ting as much as the other fellow 
these days; gross looks like $6,500 
for the week. Last week, ‘Devil 
Tiger’ (Fox), lagged with the others 
at $6,200. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Catherine’ (UA) and vaude. Opin- 
ions are divided on the picture, al- 
though the cricks treated it nicely. 
But where the boys and girls who 
pay at the box office are concerned 
it’s a different story. Just now the 
vaude is holding things up; present 
pace indicates around $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Nana’ (UA), was nice at 
$14,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘David Harum’ (Fox) and ‘The Mad 
Age’; Will Rogers is always oke 
here; under normal conditions there 
would be no doubt as to the 
strength of this one, but with the 
weather and Lent the most the 
house can hope for is $5,500, or a 


trifle more. Last week, ‘Dark 
Hazard’ (WB) and ‘Beloved’ (U) 
was tepid at $4,600. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-25-40) — 


‘Bolero’ (Par) and ‘His Double Life’ 
(Par). Whether it’s because this is 
Eddie Dowling’s home state or be- 
cause they really like the picture, 
the cricks are giving ‘His Double 
Life’ the edge in their notices. Raft 
panned in most notices; bound to 
have effect on the final tally; looks 
like $5,000 at the most. 

RKO Albee (2,500 15-25-50) 
‘Sing and Like It’ (RKO) and 
‘Artists and Modwsis’ on stage. With 
the publicity breaks this bill is get- 
ting biz should be a great deal bet- 
ter, but girl show seems to be too 
tough for the conscience of the boys 
and girls who go to church during 
Lent. Possibly $8,500, oke, but 
should be stronger. Last week, 
‘Success at Any Price’ (RKO) and 
‘Passing Show’ on stage was an- 
other tepid one at $8,200. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-15-25)— 
‘The Ghoul’ (Gaumont) and ‘West 
of the Divide.’ Biz looks oke even 
though the cricks panned the British 
film in no gentle fashion. If pace 
continues like it has been for first 
three days gross should be close 


to $2,800; oke. Last week, ‘Man’s 
Castle’ (Col) and ‘Criminal at 
Large’ (Helber) just so-so at $1,025 


on split week. 


Damita All Set 





London, March 10. 
Lily Damita dropped out of 
‘Here’s How,’ musical at the Sa- 


ville, and replaced by June, starts 
to work soon on ‘Sons of Guns’ for 
British & Dominion and has an- 
other picture to do after that. 
Damita goes to Hollywood again 





in the late spring to do a pic for 
Twentieth Century. 
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Comparative Grosses for F ebruary. 


Total grosses during February for towns and houses listed as previ- 
Dates given are the closing day of the week. 


































































































































































































Feb. 8 Feb. 15 Feb. 22 Mar. 1 

CAPITOL Women in Can't Buy Side of Cat and 
(5,400, 35-75-85- His Life Everything Heaven Fiddle 

é 1.10) $20,000 $25,000 $35,000 $62,000 
High .$110,400 | (Stage Show)|(May Robson (Lionel (Ramon No- 
Low.. 16,000 on stage) Barrymore on varro on 

stage) stage) 

PARA- Frightened All of Me Search for Bolero 

MOUNT People $45,000 Beauty $47,000 
(3,664; 35-55-75- $37,000 (Milton $31,000 (Moore and 

oa (Stage Show)|-  Berle- Gaxton on 
High. $95,000 (Miriam Rubinoff on stage) 
Low.. 14,000 Hopkins stage) 

on stage) 

MUSIC Husbands Go Nana Nana Carolina 

HALL . $75,000 $104,000 $86,000 $80,000 
(5,945; 40-60-85- | (Stage Show) (24 week) 

99-1.65) , 
High.$118,000 
Low.. 44,000 

ROXY Beloved Got Your Madame Spy | Lost Father 
(6,200; 25-35-55- $24,500 Number $23,200 $20,000 

. 65) (Stage Show) $29,000 (6 days) 
High .$173,600 
Low.. 7,000 Pe 

RIALTO Ghoul Ghoul Devil Tiger Tiger 
(2,000; 35-40-65) $18,500 $8,000 $23,000 $13,000 
High. $72,000 (24 week, 6 (24 week) 
Low.. 5,200 days) 

STRAND Massacre Nellie Nellie Mandalay 
(2,900; 35-55-75- $13,200 $24,900 $15,200 $20,000 

85) (24 week) (2a week) 
High. $81,200 
w.. 6,500 Race 
Feb. 8 Feb. 15 Feb. 22 Mar. 1 

CHICAGO All of Me Side of Mandalay Carolina 
(8,940; 35-45-75) $38,200 Heaven $33,200 $34,900 
High. $75,000 | (Stage Show) $33,500 
Low.. 18,500 (‘Student (Ted Lewis 

Prince’ on on stage) 
stage) sles 

PALACE Advice to | Two Worlds Beloved Suzanne 
(2,583; 40-60-83) Lovelorn $19,500 $17,200 $16,500 
High. $34,700 $21,200 (‘60 Million 
Low.. 10,000/(Stage Show)/ Frenchmen’ 

(‘Artists and on stage) 
Models’ on 
stage) weve! tt 

UNITED Gallant Lady Nana Nana Nana 

ARTISTS $10,100 $23,700 $16,000 $8,100 
(1,700; 35-65-75) | (New Prices) (24 week) (3d week) 
High. $43,500; (2d week) 

Low.. 3,300 
Feb. 8 Feb. 15 Feb. 22 Mar. 1 

DOWN- Massacre (Easy to Love Nellie Got Your 

TOWN $5,600 $4,6 $5,600 Number 
se aaa (New Low) $5,300 
High. $38,500 
Low.. 4,600 aks. 

HOLLY- Massacre (Easy to Love Nellie Got Your 

woopD $5,900 ,100 $6,300 Number 
(2,756; 25-35~40- $5,700 
55) 
High. $37,800 
Low.. 3,100 es a 
PARA- Frightened Search for | Six of a Kind| Good Dame 

MOUNT eople Beauty $15,800 $16,000 
(3,595; 25-40) $9,300 $21,000 (Anson 
High. $57,800/ (Stage Show)! (Sally Rand Weeks on 
Low.. 5,600 on stage) stage) 

TE Going H’wood Carolina Coming Out 

(2,024; 25-40) H’wood $11,000 $13,000 Party 
High. $48,000 $22,000 (2d week) $3,000 
Low.. 5,000 ue (5 days) 

Feb. 8 Feb. 15 Feb. 22 Mar. 1 
FOX Cross Beloved Ghoti! Enlighten 
(4,000; 25-35-50) Country $16,500 $16,000 Thy Daughter 
High. $48,600 $13,000 $14,000 
Low.. 8,900 / (Stage Show) 

ALBEE Suzanne Two Worlds | Husbands Go| Meanest Gal 
(8,500; 25-35-50) $15,000 $16,000 $15,000 $19.000 
High. $45,000 (Vaude) (Joe Penner 
Low.. 9,000 ¥ b on stage) 

STRAND Massacre Nellie . Fashions Got Your 
(2,000; 25-35-50) $9,500 $12,300 $7,700 Number 

65) $8,100 
High. $28,500 
Low.. 4,000 sf 

PARA- Frightened All of Me Search for Bolero 

MOUNT People $33,000 Beauty $32,500 

(4,000; 25-35-50- $15,000 (Mary Pick- $23,000 
65) (Stage Show) ford on 

High. $57,800 stage) 

Low. 5,600 

METRO- Roman | Women in /|Gallant Lady Cat and 

POLITAN Scandais His Life $16,000 Fiddle 
(2,400; 25-35-50) $20,000 $15.000 $19,000 
High. $39,000 (Vaude) 

Low.. 14,000 | eS 

PROVIDENCE 
Feb. 8 (| Fob. 15 Feb. 22 Mar.1 

STATE Eskimo “Can't Buy Moulin Christina 
(3,200; 15-25-40) $11,800 Everything Rouge $15.500 
High. $29,000 (Radio $7,000 $10,500 
Low.. 2500! Rogues, on 

stage) 
(Vaude) | | 

MAJESTIC Massacre | Charming Carolina Fashions 

2,200; 15-25-40) and | Deceiver $4,200 and 
High. $17,500 Cross and Women in 
Low.. 2,800 Country | Nellie His Life 

& ___ $4,200 $4,300 $6,900 
PARA- Girls in Boat! All of Me Frightened | Fall in Love 

MOUNT and and People and 
(3,200; 15-25-40) Woman’s Murder on and |Lone Cowboy 
High. $18,000 Man | Campus Cross Street: | $6,800 
Low.. 2,200 $6,800 $5.300 $4,100 
3 ALBEE ‘Shadows of | Two Worlds | Lost Father | Like It That 
(2,500; 15-25-40) Sing Sing and and Way 
High. $20,000 and Meanest Gal Once to 58.706 
Low.. 2,500/| Hips, Hooray) $4.000 Every CShoff 

$5,600 | ; } Woman Aion’ 
st oo e $4,000 __ stare) 
(Continued on page 25) 
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” White's Scandals,’ $13,500, Cincy 





‘Devil Tiger’ Holds 


Over— Sister Aimee 


Day-and-Dates with Dog Show—Dogs Win 


Cincinnati, March 19. 

Advance breath of spring weath- 
er over week-end no hurt for b. o. 
in downtown _ section. ‘George 
White’s Scandals’ the screen ace 
trade bringer currently, with ‘Spit- 
fire’ trailing $2,500 less. Biz a little 
better than recent average for other 
houses, save Family, RKO pop 
stand, which is setting all-time rec- 
ord at 15-25c. scale on ‘Devil Tiger,’ 
held over for full week. 

Sister Aimee McPherson paid her 
maiden visit to Cincy Sat. and Sun. 
(17, 18) for hippodroming at Music 
Hall in verbal sparring match with 
Charles Lee Smith on ‘Is There a 
God?’ Sis Mac copped lotsa front- 
page space in the dailies. Display 
ad of religion trouper’s appearances 
carried in amusement sections. Ad- 
mish scaled at 25-35-50-60-75 for 
night engagements and Sun. mati- 
nee. Under same roof at same time 
was being held annual dog show at 
Cincy Kennel Club, for which gate 
was &Cc for adults and 44c. for 
juves, ine canine display tap besting 
the femme church spieier’s both top 
and bo‘tom. | 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-44)— 
George White’s Scandals’ (Fox). 
Broadway headliners and class mu- 
sical grabbing off a hotsy-totsy $13,- 
500. Same b. o. last week on ‘David 
Harum’ (Fox). ; 

Albee (RKO) (3,300. 35-44)—‘Spit- 
fire’ (RKO). Cinema glimnrers for 
the dailies term vehicle a struggle 
for Katharine Hepburn. Sparkling 
$11,000 on the horizon. Last week 
‘Nana’ (UA) got ditto biz. 

Capito! (RKO) (2,000; 35-44)— 
‘David ‘Harum’ (Fox) moved over 
from Taiace for second week; pull- 
ing $6,000, satisfactory. Last week 
‘Mystery of Mr. X’ (MG), $6,500. 
okny. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,394; 35-44)— 
‘Lazy Fiver’ (MG). Slow current at 
$4,200. Last week ‘The Showoff’ 
(MG), £5,900, moist eyes. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 30-40)— 
‘Jimmy the Gent’ (WB). Cagney’s 
up-and-at-’em rooters passing 
ticket cage at $4,700 pace, not so 
bad. Last week ‘Journal of a Crime’ 
(FN), $3,600. 

Family (RKO) (1,000;  15-25)— 
‘Devil Tiger’ (Fox). Jungle flash on 
front and extra bally of amplified 
mechanical animal growls a hefty 
heave for $3,500; best mark of all 
time for this house at present scale. 
Pix was scheduled for first half, but 
big pull warranted full-week -run. 
Last week ‘Air Mail’ (U), reissue, 
and ‘Wheels of Destiny’ (U), split, 
$1,700, around average. 

Grand (RKO) (1,025; 25-35)—‘It 
Happened One Night’ (Col). Third 
showing in as many different 
houses, but here only for first half, 
and ‘Crosby Case’ (U), following, 
$2,000, so-so. Last week ‘Palooka’ 


(UA) and ‘She Made Her Bed’ 
(Par), divided, $1,800. 

Strand (Ind) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Morning After’ (Maj) and vode 


topped by Dance Revels of 1934. 
Ticketed for $2,300, fair. Last week 
‘Charming Deceiver’ (Maj) and five- 
act ‘bill. headlining Pressler and 
Klais, $2,700. 


‘NUMBER’ PLUS ‘SPICES’ 
ADDS TO 176, BALTO 


Baltimore, March 19. 

Balmy weather is kceping most of 
the burg. seeking its recreation out- 
of-doors, plus approach of Holy 
Week, combine and are for most 
part defeating any big ‘iz designs 
the boys had initially planned. 

Best figure is heading in at the 
Cenury, where ‘Spices of 1934’ unit 
on stage mates ideally with ‘Got 
Your Number’ Wil top the town, 
at present pace indications, with 
hunkadory $17,000. ' 

‘Nana’ at the Stanley is in for a 
disappointing session, judging b.o. 
pace evinced over week-end. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-35- 
40-55-66) — ‘Got Your Number’ 
(WB) and ‘Spices’ unit. Bright, 
fast programmer blends nicely with 
rostrum fare, both eliciting mean- 
ingful word-of-mouth. Building into 
$17,000, sparkling. Last week, ‘Six 
of a Kind’ (Par) and five acts, just 
fair, $15,000. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,500; 
25-35-40-55-66)—-‘Ninth Guest’ (Col) 
and vaudeville headed by Will Ma- 
honey. Pic unnamed and no asset 
at the choppers. Just a fair $12,000 
in view. Last week, ‘Happened One 
Night’ (Col), second week, and 
stage show came in a hefty victor 
with $15,760. Fortnite total, $34,800, 
smash figure and a new two-stanza 
record. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 25- 
30-35-40-50) — ‘Catherine’ (UA). 
Holding over currently after hotsy 
$6,800 on first stanza. In market 
for sound $4,500 this session. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-30-35- 
40-50) — ‘Scandals’ (Fox). Press 
didn't particularly tumble, but varie- 











agated-appeal packed in marquee 
names, and fact it’s a cinemusical, 
pulmotoring piece to near $5,000, 
oke. Last weeh, ‘David Harum’ 
(Fox), snagged hey-hey $8,200 in 
2-day run. 

Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,450; 25-35- 
40-55-66) — “Nana (UA). Disap- 
pointing. Won't creep over indif- 
ferent $12,700. Anna Sten, locally, 
didn’t pan out as the b.o. motivator 
expected, notwithstanding terrific 
campaign launched hereabouts in 
years, Last week, ‘Jimmy The 
Gent’ (WB), suftered from. ill-ad- 
vised booking and nosedived under 
drippingly crimson $9,000. 


Cantor-Rubmoff 
With Rich, 326, 
Top Pitt; Biz Ups 


Pittsburgh, March 19. 


Things still looking up, a combi- 
nation of perfect weather and & 
flock of ‘rtame attractions bringing 
them @gowntown in increasing num- 
bers this week. It’s tough on the 
neighborhoods, though, and they’re 
ferling the pinch plenty. 

At Stanley, Jddie Cantor in per- 
son, with Dave’ Rubinoff, should 
wind up strong and hit swell $32,- 
000, which represents a profit de- 
spite stiff nut. Disappointing open- 
ing day laid to management's fool- 
ish move in tipping price of usual 
early bird matinee, opening at 
12:30, from regular two-bits to 40 
cents. Figured it cost house couple 
of errand. Wisely seeing folly of 
this, house went back to’ regular 
scale today (19) of 25c, 45c and §60c, 
and with Cantor agreeable to five 
shows daily if needed, sizzling fin- 
ish in prospect which should over- 
come slow start. Jammed ‘em in 
Satuvday, running ahead of Cab 
Calloway’s record-breaking figure 
of three years ago, when house hit 
its high for stage shows. 

Biggest profit-maker. of session 
looks like ‘David Harum.’ at Fulton, 
where Rogers film got away at a 
sensational pace and looks set for 
a great $8,200, which should easily 
give it a holdover. Penn sailing 
along at nice clip with ‘Christina’ 
and prospect is for $15,000 anyway. 
For Garbo, however, that’s just 
so-so business, her previous pic- 
tures having topped this by a 
pretty safe margain. Figured flop 
two weeks of road show engage- 
ment at Nixon couple of months ago 
may have taken edge off it. 

Twin bills haven't done any nip- 
ups at Davis, house still lagging 
behind. Current line-up, ‘Eight 
Girls’ in a Boat’ and ‘Keep ’Em 
Rolling,’ n.s.h. at $2,300, while Pitt 
is slipping a bit, too, in face of 
tough de luxe competition. Doubt- 
ful if ‘Broadway Merry Go Round’ 
unit and ‘Murder on the Campus’ 
will pass $7,000. Warner pulling 
into profit class with reduced ad- 
mission scale and ‘No More Women’ 
coming in under the impetus with a 
fair $5,200 in prospect. 

Town still buzzing over sensa- 
tional trade Joe Penner did last 
week at Penn. Smashed all-time at- 
tendance record, playing to around 
96,000 customers and around $38,- 
250, just about $2,000 short of house 
cash mark. That was set, how- 
ever, when there was no Govern- 
ment tax to pay. Also stopping 
Penner from cracking money mark 
was preponderance of kids at re- 
duced tariff, more than 11,000 filing 
past door in week. House was 
forced to schedule six shows daily 
except Friday and Monday, giving 
Penner total of 34 performances. 
That's also an all-time mark for 
number of shows here. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,700; 25-35), ‘Eight 
Girls in a Boat’ (Par) and ‘Keep 
‘Em Rolling’ (RKO). Duals not 
turning the trick here as expected 
and house still remains pretty much 
of a problem. Weak $2,300 in pras- 
pect for current session. Last week 
‘Long Lost Father’ (RKO) and 








‘Meanest Gal in Town’ (RKO), 
around $2,400. 
Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 15- 


25-40), ‘David Harum’ (Fox). Looks 
like the major click of all Rogers 
flickers. Standees all day long and 


should have no trouble topping 
$8,000, sensational, and probably as- 
suring h.o. Last week. ‘Catherine’ 


(UA), excellent at $7,400. 

Penn (Loew's-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50), ‘Christina’ (MG). Somewhere 
in the vicinity of $14,000 the out- 
look. Just fair for a Garbo and 
considerably below her usual grosses 
locally. Fortnight engagement at 


(Continued on page 34) 


GOOD FILM FARE, DITTO 


WEATHER, UPS MONT’L' 


Montreal, March 19. 
Socko pix and real spring weather 
are liable to boost grosses on the 








main street currently, and judging 
by week-end houses even in the 
high-priced periods, there should be 
a nice pick-up. Repeat at the 
Princess leaves only three first runs 
with original pictures. 

Palace has ‘World Changes’ and 
‘I've Got Your Number,’ which is 
good enough to run to $8,500. Capi- 
tol has the pic of the week, ‘Cath- 
erine the Great,’ and big ballyhoo 
should get $10,000, quite good for 
Lent. Loew's in addition to always 
improving vaude bills, has the very 
popular Warner Baxter, and ‘As 
Husbands Go’ ought to gross around 
$10,000. Princess repeat of Gable- 
Colbert opus looks good for $6,500. 
Imperial is again operetta, and 
Cinema de Paris is only first-run 
French cinema with ‘Le Petit Roi’ 
for gross of $1,200. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 50), ‘World 
Changes’ (WB) and ‘Got Your Num- 
ber’ (WB). May gross about $8,50v. 
Last week ‘This Side of Heaven’ 
(MG) and ‘Girl from Maxim's’ 
(Regal), not so good at $7,000. 
weather and mid-Lent. 

Capito! (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘Cath- 
erine’ (Regal). Should be a wow 
on publicity and opening nites, but 
maybe better to guess at $10,00v. 
Last week ‘Eskimo’ (MG) went very 
well all through week and grosse:: 
$11,000. . 

Loew’s (3,200; 65), ‘As Husband: 
Go’ (Fox) and vaude. Attractive 
bill locally and gross cannot be 
much below $10,000. Last week 
‘Ghoul’ (Regal) (vaude took it 
mostly) at $9,500. 

Princess (1,900; 50), ‘Happened 
One Night’ (Col) and ‘Shadows of 
Sing Sing’ (Col). Nice gross of 
$8,000 last week and repeat should 
gross another $6,000. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50), ‘Le Petit Roi.’ Likely 
$1,200. ‘Fanny’ (8th week) last 
week faded to $800. 


‘NICE’ NOT ENUFF IN 
SKEPTICAL SEATTLE 


Seattle, March 19. 

Ordinary program picture isn’t 
getting the money here. If two of 
‘em go it dual, there is a chance. 
but not for the singleton. Too much 
opposition and the spenders teo 
careful in shopping around for best 
value for their coin. 


Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 25- 
35)—Jimmy the Gent’ (WB) at 
$3,000, good. Last week, ‘I’ve Got 
Your Number’ (WB) nice, but no 
go, slow at $2,300. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,800; 15- 
25)—‘Henry VIII’ (UA) and ‘Ha- 
vana Widows’ (FN) dual, expected 
$4,100. nice. Last week, ‘Dinner at 
Eight’ (MG) and ‘Jimmy and Sallie’ 
(Fox), dual, okay, $4,300. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,400; 





25-40)—‘Fashions of 1934 (FN). 
Lacks sock, around $4,500, very 
poor. Last week, ‘David Harum’ 


(Fox), nice nights but slow mats, 
$9,100, very good. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 25-35)—It 
Happened One Night’ (Col). Around 
$5,000. Last week, same, $6,800. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
35)—‘Nana’ (UA). Great early cam- 
paign for Anna Sten, free blurbs in 


Joe Pemuer, $25,000, a Secko 





Other Newark Hcuses Get Overflow—‘No 
More Women’ $9,500 





papers plentiful, opening campaign 
also big: indicated $5,500, big. Last 
week, ‘Moulin Rouge’ (UA) second 
week, fair, $2,600. 

Orpheum (Oldknow) (2.700; 25- 
35)—‘Devil Tiger’ (Fox) and ‘Search 
for Beauty’ (Par), dual, exnected to 
strike $4,700. Last week, ‘Son of 
Kong’ (RK) and ‘Meanest Gal in 
Town’ (RKO), $4,600, good. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106; 
20-30)—‘This Side of Heaven’ (MG) 
and stage show. Steady opening 
days, getting lots of people and it 
takes a lot, too, to get into the black 
Policy appears successful. This 
week, expected to touch $6,000, fair. 
Last week, ‘Mystery of Mr. X’ 
(MGM) with stage, $6,400, 


Buffalo Quiet; 
‘Nana’ Neat 156, 


Durante $5,509 


Buffalo, March 19, 


Things mostly quiet on the local 
front. . Dual featuring goes on and 
on to mixed returns. 


Great Lakes continues in a bad 
slump, with many rumors current 
regarding future of the house. 


Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55), 
‘Nana’ (UA) and stage show. Comes 
in with heavy publicity. Got off to 
good netices for Sten. Should hit 
about a $15,000 pace. Last week 
‘Death Takes Holiday’ (Par) and 
stage show. Held up well, picture 
drawing class trade. Gross up 
somewhat from preceding figures at 
$15,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-35), ‘No 
More Women’ (Par) and ‘I Was a 
Spy’ (Fox). Average dual bill indi- 
cates gross not to exceed $6,000. 
Last week ‘This Side of Heaven’ 
(MG) and ‘His Double Life’ (Par). 
Fair business. Looked good to start, 
but succeeded in getting only a bare 
$5,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (2,400; 25-40), 
‘Palooka’ (UA) and ‘If I Were Free’ 
(Radio). Nice show with emphasis 
on the Durante feature. Should get 
around $5,500 which is nc. forte 
business but oke for house, as 
against recent grosses. Last week 
‘Easy to Love’ (WB) and ‘Miss 
Fane's Baby Is Stolen’ (Par). Down, 
and how, to under $4,000. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25), ‘Mys- 
tery of Mr. X’ (MG) and ‘Frontier 
Marshal’ (Fox). Looks like nice 
$6,000. Indications point to continu- 
ance of better grosses at this house. 
Last week ‘Ace of Aces’ (Radio) and 
‘Orient Express’ (Fox). Figures 
were up. Showed strength all week. 
Neat business at $6,400. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25), ‘It 
Happened One Night’ (Col) (3d wk.) 
and ‘The Line-Up.’ May go to $7,500. 
Last week, same. 














‘Scandals, ‘Harum’ Lead Boston 





‘Christina,’ $10,000, Slow—‘Sing and Like It’ 
with Unit Support, $21,500 





Boston, March 19. 

Current high spots are Met with 
‘Scandals’, and RKO Boston, well 
set with pleasing stage and hilar- 
ious film. Keith's looks to have b.o. 
in ‘David Harum’, too. Unfortu- 
nately, Garbo not like she used to 
be for State and ‘Christina’ started 
slow. 

Estimates For This Week 

Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 25-35-50) 
—David Harum’ (Fox). Holding 
the torch high and with weather 
break should give spot toppy in- 


take, $19,500, best since ‘Little 
Women’ and ‘Henry VIII. May 
force holdover week. Last week, 


‘It Happened One Night’ (Col), got 
$13,500. 

Boston (RKO) (4,000; 35-50-65)— 
‘Sing and Like It’ (Radio) and 
‘Passing Show of* 1934’ on stage. 
Latter doing the pulling, and for- 
mer proving fun producer. Should 
smack the brass ring for $21,500. 
Last week, ‘Coming Out Party’ 
(Fox) and ‘Midway Nights’ on 
stage profited nicely at $20,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 30-40-50) 
—‘Mystery Mr, X’ (MG) and Emile 
Boreo topping vaude bill. Rain- 








bowish for $156,000. Last week, 


‘Nana’ (UA) and vaude, It was 
Anna Sten that baited and hooked 
‘em, plenty fems attending. Gave 
downtown Loew spot glorious $16,- 
506 for its grandissimo week since 
‘Smilin’ Through’. 

State (Loew) (3,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Queen Christina’ (MG). Opened 


fair, and building better. So-so at 
expected $10,000, okay, and yet 
grands under any gross piled by 


the Svensk star in seasons past. 
Last week, ‘Looking For Trouble’ 
(UA) has some weather troubles, 
but pleased patrons and spot, with 
profit in $9,500. 

Met (M&P) (4,330; 
‘George Wh.ie’s Seandals’ (Fox) 
and pretty goo stage show. For- 
mer packing the b.o. punches. Good 


30-50-65 )— 


sock in prpective $26,500, very 
nice. Last week ‘Death Takes a 
Holiday’ (Par) and unusually ex- 
pert stage show, around $22,000, 


perhaps due to macabre nature of 
picture, 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 35-45- 
55)—Journal of a Crime’ (WB) 
and ‘Last Roundup’ (Par), just fair 
thus far, but probably headed to 
step up to very nifty $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Dark Hazard’ (WB) and 
‘She Made Her Bed’, with Ed Rob- 
inson. 


Newark, March 19. 

Sensation of the new week is Joe 
Penner at Proctor’s whose tremen- 
dous opening indicates a figure of 
$25,000. At 11 o'clock Friday morn- 
ing he had filled every seat in the 
house including the second balcony 
and since then there has been noth- 
ing like it this season anywhere 
here. Penner is drawing downtown 
so many people that most of the 
other theatres are going to get more 
in the box office than they would 
otherwise. 

A benefit for the Hebrew Or- 
phans Sheltering Home Wednesday 
night at the Mosque will probably 
hurt a bit as a striking list of stars 
are announced including Jimmy 
Durante, Polly Moran, Ruth Etting, 
Bill Robinson, and Hal LeRoy. 

The Broad, with its legit at cut 


rates, continues to jam them in 
each week. It’s what the doctor 
ordered. 
Estimates for This Week 
Branford (WB) (2,966: 15-65)— 


“Wonder Bar’ (FN). Earned the 
right to hold over and gets a break 
anyway by being near the Penner 
smash. Will probably beat $11,000 
on second week which would be 
good for a first. Last week great 
at $18,500. , 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-50) 
—Hi Nellie’ (FN) and ‘Search for 
Beauty’ (Par). Should benefit from 
Penner next door but strangely on 
opening did not. Maybe $4,500. 
Last week ‘Gallant Lady’ (UA) and 
‘All of Me’ (Par) fair at $4,100. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 15-75)— 
‘Moulin Rouge’ (UA) and vaude. 
Like most of other recent UA pix 
this doesn’t seem to keep up with 
comparative grosses elsewhere. On 
opening will be mild at $12,000. Last 
week ‘Mystery of Mr. X’ poor at 
over $9,500. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248: 15- 
99)—‘No More Women’ (Par) and 
vaude. Not showing much and will 
be sad at about $9,500. Last week 
‘Six of a Kind’ (Par) bad at $8,500. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300: 25-35- 
40-55-60-75-85)—‘Hips, Hips, Hoo- 
ray’ (RKO) and vaude. Joe Penner 
on stage will smash the record for 
several seasons, Running six shows 
and seven pictures daily. Terrific 
at $25,000. Last week ‘It Happened 
One Night’ (Col) grand at $20,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25- 
40)—‘Devil Tiger’ (Fox) and ‘Social 
Register’ (Col) with ‘The Ghoul’ 
(GB) and ‘I Am Suzanne (Fox) split. 
Only fair business indicated with 
about $3,400. Last week ‘As Hus- 
bands Go’ (Fox) and ‘Meanest Gal in 
Town’ (RKO) with ‘I Believe in 
You’ (Fox) and ‘Two Alone’ (RKO) 
split, just fair with $3,300. 


‘BY CANDLE’ $11,500, 
PARAMOUNT, OMAHA 


Omaha, March 19. 
Paramount offering “The Student 
Prince’ on the stage marks fourth 
successive week theatre row has 
provided a flesh attraction. This 











one presented in the off-the-beaten- 
path class house with a class pic- 


ture, ‘By Candlelight’, looks to 
make itself worth while at about 
$11,500, 


Rest of theatre row with straight 
films should enjoy little better than 
average grosses in view of slightly 
better than average film fare. 
World showing Cosmopolitan pro- 
duction, ‘You Can’t Buy Every- 
thing’ which consequently draws a 
heavy campaign in the local Hearst 
daily finds the outlook perhaps a 
bit better. 

Estimates For This Week 

Paramount (Blank) (2,765; 25- 
35-55) —‘By Candlelight” (U) with 
‘The Student Prince’ tab yersion on 
the stage set for $11,500, good. Last 


week ‘David Harum’ (Fox) and 
‘Search for Beauty’ (Par) second 
week of double feature policy 


proved better than the first; $8,000, 
nice. 

Orpheum (Blank) (2.976; 295-40)— 
‘Hi, Nellie!’ (WB) and ‘This Side 
of Heaven’ (MGM). Double fea- 
tured will take the house back to a 
bit better than average $7,500 after 
two weeks of stage shows. Last 
week ‘Beloved’ (U) and Henry 
Santrey gang got $11,000. 

World (Blank) (2,100; 25-35)— 
‘You Can't Buy Everything’ (MGM) 
and ‘Sleepers East’ (Fox). Can do 


well enough with the heavy billing 
of the first in the Bee-News: $3,900, 
goody, goody. Last week ‘Cross 
Country Cruise’ (U) and ‘O to 
Every Woman’ (U) average bill, 


$3,500. 

Brandeis (Singer) (1,100; 20-25- 
35)—‘Mandalay’ (FN) and ‘Bedside’ 
(FN). Double bill a bit above the 
ordinary and can count well from 
the start with the house back on 
its regular Friday openings; $3,800, 
not bad. Last week ‘It Happened 





One Night’ (Col). finished a nine- 
day run with $4,700. 
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DIRECTED BY JOHN CROMWELL 
FROM THE PLAY “TRIGGER” BY 
LULA VOLLMER... A PANDRO S$ 
BERMAN PRODUCTION...... 
MERIAN C. COOPER, Exec. Producer 
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Safe in Retirement, Louis Aubert 
Tells French Fi ilmers What's What 





v 


Paris, March 10, 
Sore spot in French film biz was 
touched by Louis Aubert, pioneer 
but now retired to become a deputy, 
in a speech at a banquet of film 
salesmen’'s organizations. 
When you ask an exhibitor, as a 


minimum guaranty for a film, 
more than he can expect it to gross, 
and when you make exhibitors sign 
notes as advances on films which 
mever even get made, have you any 
right to expect that they will pay?’ 
Aubert demanded. 

He pointed out that in 1933, 156 
new French film firms, in one branch 
or another, were formed, but that 
there were 108 bankruptcies and 16 
friendly dissolutions. He attributed 
the bad financial condition of the 
industry to the fact that capitol ex- 
penditures involved in the +, ch- 
over from silent to talking films 
came: just at the outside of the de- 
pression, and ate up the reserve 
which otherwise might have tided 
the business over. 

Trade needs credit, he said, but 
expressed the opinion that the film 
bank, pet project of the lawmakers 
who are flitting about the industry, 
would be insufficient without a re- 
turn of confidence. 

Aubert had a good word to say 
for the scheme of Charles Delac to 
collect nightly percentages of gross 
from theatres in order to pay pro- 
ducers—the idea which is feared by 
American interests here as a stunt 
which would make their films pay 
in part for refinancing of French 
production. 


FULLER BREAK 
WITH G-T SEEN 





Sydney, March 10. 
Fullers has the G-T bosses wor- 
ried. 
Not quite certain whether Fullers 
will continue in the film-pool with 


G-T or’ go alone on the buying 
angle. Believed that United Artists 
and other distribs have been Cicker- 
ing with the Fullers, but no deal 
announced as yet. 

Questioned whether there was any 
truth in the report that W. J. 
Douglas, g. m. of Fullers, had been 
offered a co-directorship on the 
G-T board, Charles Munro stated 
emphatically that no such move had 
been entertained. 

On high authority it is learned 
that Fullers has had lawyers in to 
give a decision on the buying tie- 
up with G-T regarding the pos- 
sibility of a breakaway. Thought 
that should Fullers go alone it 
could book sufficient pictures for a 
year. On the other hand, it is be- 
lieved that Fullers will stay in with 
G-T at least until the result of the 
film probe is known. 

Sir Ben Fuller has been out of 
town for some days and no actual 
confirmation can be obtained. 


Germans Losing, French 
Gaining in The Hague 





The Hague, March 10. 
A few years ago Holland had 
practically only American and Ger- 
man films on its screens. Today 


the aspect is changing due to sev- 
eral reasons. 

First of all, the national element 
has come into it, a local made pic- 
ture, ‘The Sailors,’ cleaning up to 
@ greater extent than anticipated. 
It’s at the City Cinema here in its 
fourth week and still strong, al- 
most a record. 

Almost equally important is the 
fact that Germar pictures have lost 
their popularity here, as in other 
world markets. Newest German 
picture ‘Fluchtlinge’ almost started 
riots in the Ufa-Theatre, Amster- 
dam. Several times objectors broke 
up the performance. 

American pictures still are mos 
in demand here, but the French are 
getting the best break, easing in 
heavily on the former German trade. 
Three Frenchies are here now, all 
doing nicely. 


’ 


D’Arrast to Join Up 
With London Films? 


Madrid, February 24, 

Harry D’Arrast is slated to join 
London Films shortly. Douglas 
Fairbanks hopped over from Monte 
Carlo and practically arranged for 
D’Arrast to throw his lot in with 
the London outfit. 

Fairbanks also talked over a 
proposition with D’Arrast for United 
Artists’ distribution of ‘An Old 
Spanish Town,’ which D’Arrast pro- 
duced in Spain in English, French, 
and Spanish versions. Pic is now 
being edited and the director will 
take it to Paris for music syn- 
chronization. 


PARIS STRIKE 
ENDS; B. 0. 
JUMPS 25%, 


Paris, March 10. 

Taxis have gone back to work 
after being on strike since Jan. 31. 
Sigh of relief went up from entire 
amusement world at elimination of 
the greatest handicap in the way of 
business that has troubled this dis- 
turbed season, 

Strike was nearly 100% effective 
except in the very last days, when 
the independents started to come 
out in the daytime. But even then, 
at night, there were still no cabs at 
all, when theatregoers need them. 

Grosses had been improving dur- 
ing the last weeks of the strike, 
however, as the public grew used to 
lack of transportation. This did 
not prevent an all around jump Fri- 
day night, estimated at from 10 to 
25%. 

Hope that some of the lost money 
can now be garnered is springing 
high. Most joy is in night club 
circles. Niteries actually closed 
during the worst of the recent dis- 
turbances, and ran at low speed 
throughout the strike. 


SETTLEMENT REACHED 
IN GERMAN SOUND WAR 


Berlin, March 10. 

Long period of warfare between 
German exhibs and Klangfilm on 
tone-film patents held by the latter 
has been terminated by an amicable 
settlement. 

On individual settlements between 
Klangfilm and theatre owners made 
previous to this agreement, the 
charges contracted will be reduced 
by 25% for the period from April 1 
until December 31, and by 50% for 
the period then remaining until ter- 
mination of liabilities. 

Theatres employing tone-film ap- 
paratus infringing on Klangfilm’s 
patent rights, without having come 
to an agreement, can escape civil 
and criminal prosecution by fulfill- 
ing conditions of a settlement offer 
by March 31. This involves a period 
of royalty payments ending March 
31, 1938. 

Organization of the German 
cinema theatre owners calls upon 
its members to comply with the 
conditions of this settlement, which 
is hailed as a great achievement 
since it enables all exhibs to employ 
reproducing appliances not infring- 
ing any patents at a fair price. 
After expiration of the respite, of- 
fenders are liable to be expelled for 
unreliability. 

















MEX PIC FINISHED 
Mexico City, March 16. 

Aguila Films, S. A. has finished 
‘Compadre Mendoza’ (‘Godfather 
Mendoza’), a talker depicting tradi- 
tional Mexican customs. 

Production, directed by Fernando 
de Fuentes, former local Par exec, 
is scheduled for release here early 
in April. 








More Foreign Films 





Additional foreign film news 
wil' be found on page 29. 





First Catalan Pic 





Barcelona, March 10. 

First picture to be filmed in Cata- 
lan, ‘El Cafe de la Marian’, opened 
at the Urquinaona, swanky film ca- 
thedral of Barcelona. 

Mayor gave the customary patri- 
otic speech and there was the usual 
flag waving, but film failed to click. 

It was produced by Orphea in the 
studios of Montjuich. 


Ban Par's ‘Songs 
In Germany; Slap 
At Marlene Also 


In banning ‘Song of Songs’ (Par), 
German gove ment issued a long 
statement deriding the film as un- 
necessarily sexy from a German 
standpoint. The statement also 
takes a healthy slap at Marlene 
Dietrich. 

‘With all severity,’ the statement 


reads, ‘we must take exception 
against the fact that an actress of 
German origin, who is also recog- 
nized in the whole world as Ger- 
man, continues to play the role of 
a hussy i: all her pictures.’ 

Film itself is tagged as showing 
‘deprecatory conditions in pre-war 
Germany. No changes or cuts will 
be allowed on the film for showing 
here because ‘by casting the lead- 
ing role of a picture whose action 
takes place in Germany with a 
German actress, the impression is 
created that its action portrays 
German character of today.’ 








Berlin, March 10. 
Par's ‘Design for Living’ was 
turned down by the German censor, 
it was announced by Herr Zimmer- 
mann, chief of the ‘Filmpruefstelle.’ 
Pic not ‘clean enough’ for new 
Germany. 


FOX BOOKS BIP, 
AWAY FROM G-B 


London, March 10. 

Fox has booked ‘Carolina’ and ‘I 
Am Suzanne’ into the B.LP. thea- 
tre circuit and has shown some 
other pictures to BIP and Para- 
mount over here. 

It’s the first outside booking since 
Fox got together with G-B for 100% 
booking of product in the G-B 
houses. 








Clayton Sheehan, in New York 
and head of Fox's foreign depart- 
ment, says there’s nothing signifi- 
cant in the bookings. Fox pictures 
merely piled up in London, he says, 
and G-B didn’t have room for all 
of them. 





Korda’s ‘Juan’ Teams 
Fairbanks, Sr., Oberon 


London, March 10. 

Next Alexander Korda super-film 
is to be ‘Exit Don Juan,’ which 
starts shooting end of March. Doug- 
las Fairbanks, Sen., will star. 

Women in support thus far lined 
up are Hilda Moreno, Dorothy 
Oberon. Latter gets part in this 
due to her success in ‘Henry VIII,’ 
and goes to Hollywood when picture 
is finished. 


UA BACK INTO 
GERMAN MART 
AFTER 4 YRS. 


After being out of the German 
market for about four years, due 
to banning of ‘Hell's’ Angels,’ 


United Artists is ready to go back 
into business in this country. 
tribution deal has been made by 
U.A. with Bayerische Film whereby 
German company will get about 
six pictures plus options from the 
current season’s U. A. list. Bayer- 
ische can release them as is, or dub 
them into German on its own, ac- 
cording to terms of the deal. 

W. Lacey Kastner, U.A.’s new 
European boss, is in Berlin from 
Paris to close’ the details. 

United Artists’ return at _ this 
time is somewhat of a surprise to 
the general trade because of the 
banning there of ‘Catherine the 
Great.’ Picture, made by a U.A. 








starring role bei 


cause of the 
played by Elizabeth 
refugee German Jewess. Film was” 
not released in Germany by 'U.Az 





|however, it having been sold to 
| Universal for that territory. : 
i ‘ 


: Kelly’s Globe Girdle 


Arthur W. Kelly, v. p. of United 
Artists, in charge of foreign dis- 
tribution, leaves Friday (23) on 
the first step of a complete round- 
the-world journey. He will sail 
April 3 from San Francisco for New 
Zealand after a few days in Holly- 
wood. 

From New Zealand Kelly goes to 
Australia, Java, Siam, Uhina, Japan 
and Russia, then into Continental 
Europe for another complete visit 
of the European offices. Figures the 
trip will take about four months. 

Kelly returned to New York only 
a few weeks ago from a seven- 
month survey in Europe, Egypt and 
India. 














Blumenthal Defers 


Resignation 


From Paramount; May Not Leave 





Paris, March 10. 

Eliminaiion of David Souhami, 
former head of French Para- 
mount distributing organization, 
has changed the picture so much 
that it now seems possible Ike 
Blumenthal, resigned European g.m., 
may stay. ° Blumenthal’s resignation 
did not take effect March 1, as ex- 
pected, and he has agreed to remain 
in office until June, at least. Noth- 
ing settled after that. 

If Blumenthal’s differences can be 
ironed out on this side, as believed, 
he contemplates a trip to New York 
to sew up the matter with the home 
office. Much depends on local hud- 
dles and trans-Atlantic communica- 
tions now going on. 

John W. Hicks, Jr., and Fred 
Lange, who was to replace Blumen- 
thal, returned to Paris yesterday 
(9) from a week in Berlin to look 
over the situation there, Lange’s 
European function originally was tc 
supervise Continental distribution, 





and he was. stepped up when 








Blumenthal quit. Now, with Blum- 
enthal still in the picture, pro- 
visionally at least, he is doing what 
was originally planned for him to 
do. In addition, he takes the title 
of director of the French corpora- 
tion, which Souhami leaves vacant. 

Final say-so will be put up to 
New York, but inside belief is that 
new arrangement will be made 
whereby Lange will handle distrib- 
utors and Blumenthal stick strictly 
to production and h.q. studio con- 
tact. That was Blumenthal’s spot 
in Par for years until, about a year 
ago, he was made head of the whole 
works in Europe. 

John W. Hicks Jr. sails for New 
York tomorrow (21) after six weeks 
in Europe. Several important deci- 


'sions are to be made on his Euro- 


pean observations, but won’t be de- 


|cided on until he talks to the h. o. 


Two most important decisions to 
be left to New York are whether 
the company will continue in busi- 
ness in Germany, and whether Ike 
Blumenthal remains with the com- 
pany. 


Dis- | 


British subsidiary, was barred, be-- 


Bergnéra 


Beaverbrook, Gulliver and Evans 
Quietly Buying Up GTC Shares 


London, March 10. 

Charles Gulliver, Lord Beaver- 
brook and William Evans are quiet- 
ly purchasing all the Preference 
shares available of General Theatre 
Corporation, Limited. 

G. T. C. has passed its half yearly 
dividend, which was due in October. 
Next half yearly dividend is due 
early in April, and if company de- 
faults it is felt the Preference hold- 
ers (there are 1,250,000 of these 


shares) will outvote the ordinary 
shareholders, of which there are 
750,000. This would mean big 
changes with Beaverbrook, Gulliver 
and Evans again placed in power. 

Besides these, there are around 
$11,000,000 worth of debenture 


shares, which are also being quietly 
purchased by outside interests. 

One of the G. T. C. directors was 
asked directly whether dividends 
would be paid in April, to which he 
replied ‘I do not know.’ 

Feeling is that Ostrer 
will find the money to 
dends. 


CZECHS DROP 
GERMAN PICS 


Berlin, March 10. 

Counteracting the German film- 
chamber’s move refusing German 
film actors permission to work in 
Prague studios, the Czech govern- 
ment has stopped imports of Ger- 
man product temporarily. Dr 
Piskac, chief of the Czech film de- 
partment, is in Berlin at present. 

Intermezzo is causing all the 
more sensation here as Dr. Piskac’s 
presence is not only rated as a re- 
turn visit to Dr. Scheuermann, chief 
of German film chamber, but dis- 
cussions on the development of Ger- 
man-Czech film relations in the 
‘near future are expected, 

Background of this latent tension, 
which was rumored some time ago 
but lacked official acknowledge- 
ment, is seen in the fact that Ger- 
man-Czech joint production in the 
Barrandov studios in Prague re- 
leased a sharp anti-German cam- 
paign in parts of the Czech press. 
It was resented there that German 
film actors be paid with Czech 
money. 

As a result, the German film 
chamber impeded further coopera- 
tion by denying German actors per- 
mission to work in Prague. This 
move presumably took place shortly 
before George R. Canty left for the 
Czech capital. Dr. Piskac cer- 
tainly has a strong position in Ber- 
lin with American producers ready 
to resume their share in the Czech 
market. 


RADIO OPENS OFFICES 
IN 3 JAPANESE TOWNS 


Radio Pictures is opening ex- 
changes of its own in Japan, start- 
ing with three offices in Tokyo, Yo- 
kohama and Kobe. 

Company’s new move is under di- 
rection of Phil Reisman, new for- 
eign department head. Previously 
company preferred to deal with 
local distribs in all foreign markets, 
having offices of its own only in 
England, Australia and India 

Other foreign exchanges may be 
opened later, but not set. 

Paris, March 10. 

Bo Dowling, European sales head 
of RKO Radio Pictures, with head- 
quarters in London, flew here yes- 
terday (9) and is talking things over 
with Harry Leasim, Paris repre- 


Brothers 
pay divi- 














sentative, 

RKO outfit over here is on edge 
awaiting a decision on possible set- 
ting up of its own Continental dis- 
tributing organization, which was 
laid out by Phil Reisman, and ig 
now up to home office. 





HOFFBERG’S HOP 


J. H. Hoffberg, film importer and 
exporter, leaves on a European trip 
April 4 to visit all European capi- 
tals. Several weeks will be devele 
oped to a special survey of the 
Spanish market. 

Has a branch office in Madrid 
and may open up another one in 





other Spanish and European centers. 
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House of Rothschild 


Twentieth Century production and United 
Artists release. Stars George Arliss. Di- 
rected by Alfred Werker; associate direc- 
tor, Maude T. Howell. Screen play by 
Nunnally Johnson; based on G. H. West- 
ley’s play. Camera. Peverell Marley. Score 
by Alfred Newman. At Astor, N. ¥., March 





‘14, $2 top. Running time, 94 mins. 

Mayer Rothschild ? : 
Nathan Rothschild §.........-- George Arliss 
LedramtS. .....csccosccccccces:s Boris Karloff 
Julie Rothschild........eee+- Loretta Young 
Captain Pitzroy......ceee+-+: Robert Young 
Duke of Wellington....... Cc. Aubrey Smith 
nas v0 gpadk de 0enet 6s Sans Arthur Byron 
Gudula Rothschild..... ...-Helen Westley 
Herries... cccccccccccecs .-Reginald Owen 
Wir cccccccceses oe vecesenes Florence Arliss 
Metternich.....cccscsceceess Alan Mowbray 
Rowerth ...eesess seseesees+ Holmes Herbert 
Solomon..... PPTTTTITITT TTT Paul Harvey 
Amachel.....cccoces eeeevccese Ivan Simpson 
COPE. cccccss ecccecce eocccecsore Noel Madison 
JAMES. oo ccccece coecovececooes Murray Kinnel] 
Talleyrand.....scscccesecs Georges Renavent 
Prussian Officer.....ssseeeeeees Oscar Apfel 
Prince Regent......-cssesess Lumsden Hare 





A fine picture on all counts; in 
the acting, writing, and directing, 
and in its financial prospects. It 
handles the delicate subject of anti- 
semitism with tact and restraint. 

Rothschild family, through its in- 
timate financial connection with the 
Napoleonic wars, affords a meaty 
story. Studio has adhered quite 
closely to historic fact, though there 
may be a few liberties with the 
archives. Ghetto detail is not gone 
into except far enough to plant the 
nature of the restrictions and in- 
justices imposed upon the Jews. 

More flagrant examples of mob 
violence and the pogrems of the 
times are mentioned in dialog but 
not shown. What is uppermost in 
the telling of the story is the stress- 
ing of the purely political nature of 
the persecutions. 

George Arliss plays the father and 
founder of the family, Mayer Roth- 
schild, and when the narrative skips 
35 years he is also the son, Nathan, 
head of the London branch of the 
banking firm. As the older man 
Arliss wears a make-up similar to 
his bearded Shylock in ‘Merchant of 
Venice, his last stage production 


before going to Hollywood. He is 
perhaps a trifle too English in dic- 
tion for compiete conviction in this 
brief opening sequence, that also 
having been the criticism of his 
stage Shylock. But as Nathan in 
London the Arliss characterization 
is superb. Here, too, he has achieved 
a make-up and change of person- 
ality quite arresting. Although in 
‘Disraeli’ the actor impersonated 
another English Jew of the 19th 
century, his Rothschild is wholly 
different. Rothschild is younger, 
keener, mere plausible and less pic- 
turesque than Disraeli. There is a 
different mentality conveyed in this 
latest characterization. 

Alfred Werker and Maude T. 
Howell have directed the story with 
a nice avoidance of sentimental in- 
dulgeneces. On the one or two occa- 
sions when Nathan Rothschild per- 
mits himself a reply to the insti- 
gators of race hatred he is free from 
hysterical dramatics. The rebuttal 
is brief, pithy and dignified. 

It is the essence of Mayer Roth- 
schikl’s valedictory to his five sons 
that they devete their lives to secur- 
ing for the race the right to live, 
trade and walk with dignity. This 
ideal is beautifully expressed and 
pursuasively illustrated by the pic- 
ture. 

Nathan’s daughter is played by 
Loretta Young, who never looked 
better. She falls in love with an 
English gentile officer (Robert 
Young). Nathan opposes the mar- 
riage, fearing his daughter will suf- 
fer indignities because of her race. 
Ultimately his opposition melts and 
the pair are last seen in the luxuri- 
ant ecolers of the Technicolor se- 
quence which brings the picture to 
an epulent close. 

In this color sequence Rothschild 
is made an English baron at a regal 
investiture. ‘Disraeli’ ended some- 
what in the same manner. 

After the verdict on ‘Rasputin’ in 
London the biographical cycle in 
Holiyweed may be discouraged, al- 
though ordinarily a picture like ‘The 
House of Rothschild’ would induce 
other productions of similar ilk. 
While members of the present gen- 
eration of Rothschilds may or may 
not take umbrage of some details, 
there can be only complimentary 
interpretations of tho story as a 
whole. The Rothschiids are shown 
as a family actuated by a high sense 
of moral responsibility as well as a 
keen acquisitiveness. 

Film fans will like the real Mrs. 
Arliss. who again plays her hus- 
band’s make-believe wife. Her per- 
formance is very able and she is at 
all times an attractive matron. 
There are numerous minor perform- 
ances of merit, including a senti- 
mentalized Duke of Wellington han- 
dled by the astute C. Aubrey Smith. 
And inevitably there will be much 
admiration for the glowing old Jew- 
ish mother played hy Helen Westley. 

There are several gems of wit in 
the picture. These are not gags but 
lines that belong. Nunnally John- 
son has gathered the threads of his 
narrative into a smartly embroid- 
ered whole, and Peverell Marley’s 
camera work is excellent. 

‘House of Rothschild’ 
those occasional 100% 
which Hollywood achieves, 


is one of 
smashes 
Land. 


SCANDALS 


Robert Kane production for Fox release. 
Production entirely under George White. 
Harry Lachman, musical stager; Thornton 


Freeland, story director, Story by White; 
lialog by Jack Yellen: music and lyrics 
by Yellen, Ray Henderson and Irving 


Caesar; dances directed by Georgie Hale; 
photography, Lee Garmes and George 
Schneiderman: musical direetion, Louis De 


Francesco. At Music Hall, New York, 
week March 15. Running time, 80 mins. 

Jimmy Martin.......... veenahe Rudy Vallee 
Happy McGillicuddy........-4 Jimmy Durante 
Kitty Donnelly..........e.+------Alice Faye 






.+--Adrienne Ames 
...-Gregory Ratoff 
steed cliff Edwards 


Barbara Loraine.... 
Nicholas Mitwoch... 
Stew Hart......ccccces 


Patay Dey...cccccccscccccscces Dixie Dunbar 
Miss Lee....... e000 cocecs Gertrude Michael 
Minister ...ccccvcccccecceces Richard Carle 
Pete Pandos.......+.+ PPTYTTTy Warren Hymer 
Georme White....ccccccsscres George White 





As the first musical talker turned 
out by an important eastern - legit 
revue producer this is an uninten- 
tional but flattering compliment to 
Hollywood’s own stagers of musi- 
cals. For box office, ‘Scandals’ 


must rest its case on the title, Rudy 
Vallee’s personal draw and prob- 
able romantic speculation over, and 
public interest in, the joint presence 
of Vallee and Alice Faye. As en- 
tertainment it’s a fair picture. 

George White has coutributed sur- 
prisingly little in the way of tech- 
nique or ideas to musical picture 
making. His film ‘Scandals’ follows 
the regulation Hollywood pattern. 

Besides everything else, White has 
failed to steer Hollywood out of its 
present musical dilemma of the 
problem of how to get the musical 
picture out of the backstage schoel. 
He not only borrowed the back- 
stage device, but weighed his pro- 
duction down with a dressing room 
yarn that almost nullifies the pic- 
ture’s few meritorious productional 
moments, 

Producer gets sole credit in the 
billing for the story, in addition to 
the line saying, ‘Entire production 
conceived, created and directed by 
George White.’ In that may be 
found the reason for ‘Scandals’’ 
screen shortcomings. Obviously 
making a picture is no One-man job, 
a point at which pictures and the 
stage differ greatly. 

Literary plan of ‘Scandals’ is to 
keep the story within the time 
limits of one stage performance. 
Thus a piece of plot alternates with 
a piece of production, former taking 
place backstage and latter on the 
stage proper. In the finale, a con- 
venient wedding scene, the story 
and production phases are fused, 
both ending together. 

Story interferes with production 
and vice versa, although with the 
story it’s more a case of intruding. 
By far the weakest of the back- 
stage plots yet developed, the pro- 
duction effects might have stood up 
alone and been better off without it. 

Musical numbers are pretentiously 
staged but not distinctive. There 
are countless girls and among them 
many beauts, but they are seldom up 
close to the camera, their personal 
attributes being sacrificed for mass 
effects in long shot views most of 
the time. 

Of the cast members, Alice Faye 
probably will draw most of the 
comment. She is pretty much on 
the spot, having been widely pub- 
licized, and in an important part in 
her first picture. Faye girl, in looks 
and performance, is a nleasant sur- 
prise. Of course, she sings ade- 
quately, for that’s her business. 
Vallee, now a decided"y more ver- 
satile performer than the Vallee of 
a couple of years ago, also enjoys 
more complimentary photography 
than he received the last time out. 
The two make a pleasant team of 
singing leads. 

Jimmy Durante, carrying the sec- 
ondary love match with Dixie Dun- 
bar, suffers from bad material most 
of the time. Trite dialog handed 


him, as well as the others, leaves it. 


strictly up to the Durante mugging 
and delivery in all but a few in- 
stances. When he has something 
to work with, such as in his black- 
face number, he shines. Cliff Ed- 
wards follows Durante as the 
troupe’s second comic, and okay on 
the pipes and the comedy kisser. 
Edwards has the benefit of the best 
comedy lyric in the picture, ‘Six 
Women,’ in which Ukelele Ike goes 
costume to. satirize ‘Henry, the 
Eighth.’ 

Other outstanding comedy idea is 
a baby carriage number in which 
the boys do the pushing. Through 
Overhead shots of the _ go-cart 
shovers the Busby Berkeley girl 
numbers are burlesqued. It’s a 
clever piece of business, but knowl- 
edge of the takeoff subject may be 
necessary for full appreciation. 
Whether the average peasant will 
get the intent is questionable. 
Broader and more easily under- 
standable satire is a cute ensemble 
number by the Meglin Kiddies. 

Of the songs, ‘Sweet and Simple’ 
and ‘My Dog Loves Your Dog,’ both 
elaborately staged, seem most likely 
to gain pop rating. In the dog item, 
the principals and boy and girl 
chorus members match up, each 
with a hound on a leash, and for the 
finish the six featured Whité beauts 
waltz in with wolfhounds. 

White plays nobody else but 
‘George White,’ without dancing. 
He’s the producer in the story as 
well as actually, and it’s his job to 
patch up the backstage lovers’ quar- 
rels and keep the company together. 

A ‘living curtain’ of sparsely 
dressed girls opens fanwise_ to 





usher in each production number. 





Miniature Reviews 


‘House of Rothschild’ (UA). 
Picture of outstanding excel- 
lence with George Arliss, It 
has that rare combination of 
strong commercial and artistic 
ingredients. 


‘Scandals’ (Fox). George 
White-produced musical not 
up to recent standards but 
should draw on title and cast. 

‘Good Dame’ (Par.) Engag- 
ing story, but with a tough 
title. With two marquee 
names, this may not matter. 
Should yield satisfactory b. o. 
and will give customer satis- 
faction. 

‘The Show-Off’ (M-G), Mild 
comedy with Spencer Tracy 
and Madge Evans the only 
name strength. 





‘Coming Out Party’ (Fox). 
Threadworn yarn, poorly 
adapted and handled. For the 


lesser grinds. 

‘The Quitters’ (First Div.). 
Fairly interesting domestic 
yarn helped by good acting 
and directing, but too slow to 
be a clicker. 

‘She Couldn’t Take it’ 
(Mono). Strictly along dime 
action lines and fitting in the 
last half of subsequent run 
theatres. 








Two or three times showgirls are 
used to introduce numbers in m.c. 
fashion. 

From the revue field two standard 
blackouts are borrowed, set ‘to 








rhyme and music. Bige. 
GOOD DAME 
Paramount production and release. 


Co-starring Sylvia Sidney, Fredric March. 
Directed by Marion Gering. William R. 
Lipman, story; Lipman, Vincent Law- 
rence, Frank Partos, Sam Hellman, 
sereen play; Leon Shamroy, camera. At 
Paramount, N. Y., week March 16. Run- 
ning time, 72 mins. 

Lillie Taylor ...cce.ceesee .- Sylvia Sidney 
Mace Townsley .........+-Fredric March 
Bluch Brown ...ccceeseeeees Jack LaRue 
Puff Warner ....ee+ese+---Noel Francis 
‘Spats’ Edwards .........Russell Hopton 


MOMAR ccccsccccccaveceese  mMaey Frage 
Fallon ccc cccecccceecsccess Guy Usher 
Zandra entodceceaeesaceneen: Burke 


Scanlon ..cccccccceee--soseph J. Franz 
CGS +c civedes eccccecsees- Miami Alvarez 
Elmer Spicer ........... Walter Brennan 





Probably ‘Good Dame’ as a title 
is not going to rake in any addition- 
al coin at the b o It may hurt in 
some spots. Yet it is germane to 
story, the good dame being a mem- 
ber of a girl show on a carnival lot 
and good, but not boringly so. It’s 
a slightly draggy, but otherwise 
smartly handled comedy drama with 
more comedy than drama, which is 
as it should be. 

In the opening the thrills stack 
up nicely against the carnival back- 
grounding, the sequence being ended 
with the redlighting of March from 
the show train from which Sylvia 
Sidney had been ejected before the 
train started. Then a semi-domestic 


comedy in adjoining hotel rooms 
with Miss Sylvia remaining good, 
but not priggish. 

The blow-off is their arrest, with 
the girl on a suspended sentence 
hangover and March for burglary. 
There is a sudden gush of the real 
feeling March has been seeking io 
cover up with a tough air, and the 
judge not only hangs up their sen- 
tences but tosses in a free mar- 
riage. 

Apart from the slowness, the 
story has been nicely developed, 
particularly for laughs, which come 
from the dialog and not from in- 
terpolated wisecracking, though 
March comes naturally by his chat- 
ter in his capacity of card worker 
on a carnival lot. 

March suggests the tough show- 
man most of the time, but occa- 
sionally bears down too hard. Miss 
Sidney delivers a more even per- 
formance as the girl who’s wise, 
but decent. She holds straight to 
the character. The cthers get very 
little opportunity, but add to the 
color. 

The carnival scenes are in the new 
manner, soft pedaling on the cooch 
and flesh features, though there is 
a glimpse of the girl in her stage 
costume, There is some montage 
in the opening and close of the se- 
auence, but it keeps down to earth. 
The following scenes are mostly in 
the cheap hotel. 

Sound is good, camera work gen- 
erally good and the direction excel. 
lent. It is a picture that will meet 
with general approval, and deser- 
vedly. Chic. 





Adds Francis Dee 


Hollywood, March 19, 
Frances Dee into ‘Of Human 
Bondage’ with Leslie Howard and 
Bette Davis, now in work at Radio. 





John Cromwell directing. 





THE SHOW OFF 


production and release. Spencer 
and Madge Evans featured. Di- 
rected by Charles F. Riesner. George 
Kelly’s play adapted by Herman Man- 
kiewicz. Cameraman, James Wong Howe. 
At Capitol, N. Y., week March 16. 
Running time, 78 mins, 


Metro 
Tracy 


Aubrey Piper .....ssseeeeee- Spencer Tracy 
VAMY i cccccesecccccessesesess Madge Evans 
JO cccoceccccceccoceeeses Henry Wadsworth 
Clara ..ccccccecceccecesesecess Lois Wilson 
Pa Fisher ..cccccess ecceeee- Grant Mitchell 
Ma Fisher ....ccccccocseees: Clara Blandick 
Prank ....ccccccccsccesceseed Alan Edwards 
J. B. Preston ........ Claude Gillingwater 


‘The Show-Off’ has been on the 
screen twice before, once under its 
own title and once as ‘Men Are Like 
That’. Paramount produced both in 
1926 and 1929, respectively. For 
1934 the story is too thin, old fash- 
ioned and familiar. In consequence 
Metro’s version, despite nice per- 
formances and a workmanlike 
modernization of the script, is not 
good box office. 

Aubrey Piper (spencer Tracy) is 
an incurable braggart and spend- 
thrift on $32.50 a week. His wife 
(Madge Evans) finally loses all re- 
spect for him and moves out. He 
is a bum for a time. Then his 
@ covery of wife and prestige is 
accomplished through dumb luck. 

All the incidents are of one kind 
and there is an inescapable draggi- 


ness to the stury. Suspense is 
meagre, the outcome _ discernible 
miles away. Some pretty good 


laughs. Tracy will benefit person- 
ally on his acting demonstration. 
All in all a weak sister. Land. 


COMING OUT PARTY 


Jesse Lasky production for Fox release. 
Directed by John Blystone. Screen play, 
Jesse Lasky, Jr., and Gladys Unger, from 
original by Gladys Unger and Becky Gard- 
iner; camera, John Seitz. At Roxy, N. Y., 
week March 16. Running time, 80 mins. 








weet DROS. 5 b.06 ds 00486088 Frances Dee 
Cae BODE, . « kncocecvecees Gene Raymond 
Miss Vande.coe..........-. Alison Skipworth 
ED ccnatwed sd bsdvesicaccéseen Nigel Bruce 
PEOSTy GOs icvcgeccosecccsves Harry Green 
Mr. Stanhope... vcccsseceess Gilbert Emery 
oe ere Marjorie Gateson 
Jimmy Wolverton............ Clifford Jones 
PUOUE. 6.6.4 00.0.400000060c000606060 Jessie Ta!p' 
SANG FP owhsvuteccedeteses Germaine de Nec’ 





A complete muff. Story is threac 
worn and isn’t helped by anybody 
concerned. It'll have to fight to get 
itself any attention, 

Story is the one about the society 
deb who falls in love with a fiddler. 
She’s about to have a baby when 
he’s called off to Europe on a con- 
cert tour, his first big break, so she 
doesn’t tell him about her condition. 
That night is her debut into society 
and during the debut she elopes 
with a worthless young man. A 
Scotch but'er and a Jewish orches- 
tra leader fix things up, for a happy 
closeout. 

Frances Dee tries hard as the 
young deb and Gene Raymond has 
an even more thankless task as the 
boy. Harry Green manages to 
garner a couple laughs as the orch 
pilot and Nigel Bruce impresses 
nicely as the Scotch butler. 

Beyond the triteness of story, the 
dialog is bad and photography just 
barely acceptable. Kauf. 


Girl in Possession 


(BRITISH MADE) 


London, March 10. 

Warner Bros.-First National Teddington 
production, directed by Monty Banks. In 
east: Laura La Plante. Claude Hulbert. 
Henry Kendall, Charlotte Parry, Bernerd 
Nedell, Monty Banks. Running time. 6 
—. Previewed Phoenix theatre, London. 
Feb. 2. 





Main defect of this crook melo- 
dramatic farce is the lack of prepa- 
ration on the script. Gives the im- 
pression of having been slapped to- 
gether by directors, actors and 
others at the last moment. 

Rather a pity, as it is one of the 
first Warner productions here where 
an attempt was made to turn out 
something more ambitious than a 
quota picture. 

Laura La Plante was given her 
initial opportunity in England and 
performs adequately the relatively 
small role allotted her. Exception- 
ally competent supporting cast in- 
cludes Henry Kendall, Claude Hul- 
bert, Monty Banks, Bernerd Nedell 
and Charlotte Parry. 

Miss Parry elicits the biggest 
laugh of the picture with a ‘wise- 
crack,’ but it is Claude Hulbert who 
scores the most legitimate success 
in the role of a lordling with a half- 
baked mentality. 

Good enough for neighborhood 
houses, but not more than that. 

Jolo. 


FANTOMAS 


Braunberger-Richebe production. and Du 
World relec’. Directed by Paul Fejos. All 
French rast. ‘tory from novel by Pierre 
Sylvestr, and Marcel Allain. At Cameo, 
N. Y., commen-‘ing March 12, Runnirg 
time, 62 mins. 

Some {5 years ‘go a silent version 
of this - opular F -ench thriller was 
somethir x of a sei sation in France 
and did \ery nicely »ver here. Con- 
siderable adyamee has been made in 
production simee . ‘en, but save for 
the fact the’-**"">> we is clearly 
turned at 24 instead oi “iv, ** might 
well be believed that this is a vo..™“ 
version of the original s¢.‘ial issue. 

It’s chief asset was a m,'sterious 

gure, dressed all in black, -which 
went around = strangling }eople. 

Fantomas became a French Raffles 
In the current version the black fig- 





Talking Shorts 


‘HOLD YOUR TEMPER’ 
Farcical Skit 
18 Mins. 
Mayfair, N. Y. 
Columbia 

What might have been a good 
idea spoiled by & recourse to horse- 
play. More subtly done, this would 
have gone over in the hands of 
Leon Errol and a competent cast. 

Sole idea is a move from hilarity 
to grouch. Gets some laughs, but 
could have been made into c knocke 
out with more intelligent aapeene. 

hic. 





‘THE SUPER SNOOPER’ 

Andy Clyde Comedy 

19 Mins. 

Mayfair, N. Y. 
Educational 

Just one of those things. Clyde 
disguises as a bellhop in a hotel to 
snoop on his daughter’s fiance, 
whom he does not know. Gets 
mixed up with a jewel robbery and 
takes the pinch until his friends 
get him out. 

Some moments of fast action, but 
the story is pointless and hardly up 
to standard. Finish sags until 
Clyde falls in the fountain basin— 
twice. 

Filler material. Chic. 
BRIDE OF SAMOA 
Travelogue 
25 Mins. 

Cameo, N. Y. 
Central Films 

This short was twin-billed with a 
shaky French title at the Cameo to 
get a lobby flash, the goona stills 
for this subjeet fading the display 
for the longer title. It drew the 
crowd to the lobby, but did not get 
most of them past the wicket. 

Poorly photographed collection of 
clips with the native marriage to 
alibi yards and yardg of hula. Not 
interesting nor well knit and too 
Inte to carry much appeal on the 
* wea clent. Photography »yoor, 
and that didn’t help. Chic. 


‘PETTING PREFERRED’ 
Farce 
20 Mins. L 
Paramount, N. Y. 
Paramount 

Harry Langdon and Vernon Dent 
in a comedy with few good mo- 
ments. Opens with the stale gag of 
the anxious father in the hospital 
and a litter of pups, Flat finish. 
Business is familiar and too much 
horseplay to be funny to other than 
lowbrow audiences. Style of stuff 
that went out some time ago. 

Sound is very bad. Chic. 








ure appears briefly in the first se- 
quence. After that he goes around 
with his coat collar turned up until 
the final scene, robbing the picture 
of its original element of appeal. 

Paul Fejos_ directed. He has 
achieved, here and there, some nice 
composition, done against a backe 
ground of poor lighting, which he 
sometimes manages to turn to his 
advantage through the use of cane 
dles for the ostensible illumination, 
It grows tiresome after awhile. 

The opening suggests the early 
talkers in its effort to plant chills 
through shrieks and shouts. The 
lights go out, pictures fall off the 
wall, telephone wires are cut. Fejos 
has not overlooked a single one of 
the devices of five and six years ago, 
but has found no new ones. 

The acting average is low and 
typically French, and while the pic- 
ture is dubbed in English, it’s not a 
very skillful job and many of the 
voices are still too French to be 
readily intelligible to the American 
eardrums. No outstanding names 
are used, the only good work being 
done by Thomy Bourdelle as a dee 
tective, though his voice double 
sounds as though he were talking 
down a well. Jean Galland is the 
Fantomas, fairly good. 

Picture will appeal to a very lime 
ited field. Chic. 


THE QUITTERS 


Chesterfield production and First Division 
release. Features Emma Dunn, Charles 
Grapewin. Wm. Bakewell. Directed b 
Richard Thorpe. Story by Robert Ellis. M. 
A. Anderson, camera. At Mayfair, N. Y., 
commencing March 6. Running time, 67 
mins. 





PE. -«¢adinws oped esd Chas. Grapewin 
Cordelia Tilford....... qeecess Emma Dunn 
Russell Tilford..... eeeeeeessWm. Kakewell 
SY UNE ac eenceeecsesenecian Glen Boles 
Diana Winthrop...... oneness Barbara Weeks 
ENS «66 000008060805 +-++-Aggie Herring 
MGGWES ks Dasee0+S 69080009805 Lafe McKee 

Good casting and competent di- 


rection almost, but not quite, out- 
weigh the handicap of a thin and 
sometimes draggy story. Photog- 
raphy is excellent, mounting above 
indie average and sound goof. Ten 
minutes out of the footags would 
have made a big difference It’s too 
lacking in clash for *se de luxe 
spots; an idyl rather-.nan drama. 
Yet the story ig sot without ap- 
peal. Ed. Tilfvrd is a country 
printer with tec tramp complex. He 
takes to-*.e road, leaving his wife 


Lo re the paper, which she very 
cvuupetently does. The two sons 
believe their father to have been 


killed in France. The elder, fresh 

from college, persuades his mother 

to turn the sheet into a daily, with 
(Continued on page 31) 
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VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 








x_ 


PALLADIUM, LONDON 


London, March 6, 

Cab Calloway is here. He is do- 
ing 50 minutes, closing the show at 
the Palladium for four weeks, and 
opened more sensationally than any 
act within the recollection of the 
press agent of the house. Standing 
room was at a premium and there 
fis the largest advance sale for this 
and next week ever in the history 
of the house’s variety policy. 

Everybody in the theatre sang 
Calloway’s ho-de-ho and kindred 
responses. No collection of devout 
churchgoers could have responded 
more loyally to the choir’s chanting 
than the Palladium audience did to 
the colored maestro. 

Besides his orchestra, Cab had 
the Three Dukes and Alma Turner. 
Most remarkable part of the turn 
was the familiarity of the audience 
with all the bandmaster’s numbers. 
They called for them in a manner 
to indicate they knew just exactly 
what he specialized in. It is said 
this education was gleaned from the 
gramophone records. 

Included in the newcomers this 
week are Harold Boyd and the Jig- 
saws. Boyd is of the original Run- 
away Four, and has assembled a 
splendid act. Then there is Buck 
Warren, Chic Cooper and the Dako- 


tas with their rope spins, whip 
snapping and dancing, which got 
by neatly. 


Man and Thit are a couple of 
‘Humpsti-Bumpsti’ acrobats, last 
seen here with the Bertram Mills 
circus at Christmas-time, Gaston 
P mer makes a welcome return 
after a few months’ absence, and 
is better than ever. Remainder of 
the bill is well selected from native 
standard acts, and the whole makes 
for a variety bill at unusually high 
degree throughout. Jolo. 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 


Costing $17,000 this show plays 
poorly. Answer is that the three 
topliners, Jimmie Durante, Lou 
Holtz and Polly Moran haven’t an 
act or acts. Entire production 
plainly shows it was slapped to- 
gether in an awful hurry. Durante 
and Moran arrived in N. Y. from 
the Coast 24 hours before opening. 
Holtz was set a couple of weeks in 
advance. With the costly trio the 
house is bound to do business, but 
much doubt whether those who pay 
85c. are going to be satisfied. Show 
runs 66 minutes. 

Sara Mildred Strauss dancers, 
modernistiec troupe along Mary Wig- 
man lines, stand out. They’re on 
immediately following a poor Holtz 
opening gag for a machine-age num- 
ber quite different from anything 
usually seen in the picture houses. 
The 26 girls appear to have been 
influenced by a holy-roller revival. 
Later they present a dance version 
of ‘The Last Roundup,’ colorful. 

Polly Moran’s first appearance is 
more or less of a stage wait, being 
the typical Hollywood personal ap- 
pearance. A few pointless gags 
and then sings a special. Later, in 
a hillbilly bit with Holtz, Miss 
Moran is mildly funny. 

Holtz’s material igs never strong, 
both because of the gags and the 
telling. In his spasm with Durante, 
who does not appear until way down 
in the show, they are both trying to 
top each other and breaking each 
other up. So nothing went. They 
tried Holtz’s old Filipino shoe-sales- 
men sketch, which died when Du- 
rante couldn’t remember the lines 
and necessitating cuing from Holtz. 

Armida, in her specialty, ig doing 
imitations of Dolores Del Rio, Mar- 
lene Dietrich and Lupe Velez. Holtz 
is on to give her needed support. 

Durante entranced to a big recep- 
tion. But he’s fumbling a great deal 
for laughs and most of his tries are 
futile. After one special he’s into 
‘Inka Dinka Doo,’ and it saved him, 

For the finale the 26-girl ensemble, 
part of the house staff and all o 
the cast, except Holtz, come on with | 
prop noses to continue ‘Inka Dinka 
Doo.” Reads funnier than it looks. 
Durante, Moran and Armida parade 
the runway in front of the pit, shak- 
ing hands with the audience, before 
the traveler closes. 

Biz good (‘The Show-Off’? (M-G) 
on the screen) and stage lineup will] 
likely get another chance, as it looks 
as if they’ll hold another week. 


STANLEY 


Pittsburgh, March 16. 

House is selling only Eddie Can- 
tor on stage this week. Picture is 
‘Poor Rich’ (U). That the manage- 
ment is depending entirely on him 
may be gathered from fact that 
‘Poor Rich’ was originally pencilled 
into the Davis on a twin bill but 
was yanked and dispatched to the 
Stanley the minute booking of the 
coffee salesman was consummated. 

With Cantor is Dave Rubinoff, 
whom he insisted upon for this en- 
gagement; Block and Sully, who 
clicked in great fashion on the 
Chase and Sanborn broadcast last 
Sunday night (11) from Florida; 
Bryant, Rains and Young, dance trio; 
and Caron Sisters. Altogether, it 
represents neither vaude nor presen- 
tation, but merely an hour of in- 
formal entertainment that only a 
performer of Cantor’s calibre could 
hold together. 

Show ran exactly an hour at the 
opening today and Cantor clocked 


self. Eddie gives ’em everything 
and doesn’t pull his punches, 

After the Caron Sisters do a song- 
and-dance and warble “Those Eddie 
Cantor Eyes’ against a drop with a 
blow-up of the comic’s map and a 
pair of huge, moving orbs, he comes 
on in regulation street clothes and 
starts in. It’s one gag and one 
story after another. Some of them 
are old, some are new, but that 
didn’t seem to make any difference. 
Customers came to see Cantor and 
to laugh, and laugh they did—even 
at the chestnuts. He kids his air 
sponsors, Rubinoff and everything 
else in typical Cantor style. 

On his first appearance, he stays 
fully 15 minutes, keeping up a rapid- 
fire line of chatter that brought a 
steady response, and then intro- 
duces Bryant, Rains and Young. 

In full-stage, dancers, two girls 
and a man, do a single number 
that’s graceful without being par- 
ticularly distinctive but serves well 
enough as a filler-in. Cantor fol- 
lows them again for sOme more gags 
and a song or two, and then brings 
on Block and Sully. Comics, fore- 
runners of the Burns and Allen 
school, are still tops in the dizzy 
dame routine and sock home time 
after time. They have a different 
ending than when last here, stop- 
ping dead on several occasions dur- 
ing their bow-off dance to pull some 
nifties, and got away to a big hand. 
Jesse Block stops the applause by 
announcing there’s a famous movie 
star in the audience and that it’s 
Mae West. 

That’s Cantor’s cue for his Dia- 
mond Lil’ imitation in costume, and 
it’s naturally a mop-up. Next is 
Rubinoff and, of course, his violin. 
He’s not doing an overture here, 
concentrating exclusively on the 
jazz fiddling he used to do in vaude. 
This is Rubinoff’s home-town but 
there wasn’t any of the local boy 
sentiment in the closing hand he 
got. Deserved every bit of it and 
tied the show into a knot with some 
great bow work. 

Cantor meets Rubinoff at the exit 
and brings him down front again 
for some of the kidding he’s aired 
for last couple of years. Rubinoff 
opens his mouth only near the end 
to shout the Joe Penner password, 
‘You Nathty Man’ at his adversary, 
for a big laugh, and Cantor winds 
up the show with a couple of songs 
accompanied by the violin. 

Offering was framed only at re- 
hearsal day of opening. Manage- 
ment didn’t even know what acts 
were coming in until the night be- 
fore coming in. Cohen. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, March 16. 

After five weeks of unheadlined 
bills, this bright-eyed and peppery 
indie reverts to its old success- 
formula of dishing names. 

Will Mahoney is currently sup- 
plying the feu de joie; Sally Rand 
makes her Balto debut next week 
and, following, Sophie Tucker, Ozzy 
Nelson ork and Joe Penner are 
line up. The duck-peddlin’ comic, 
incidentally, will be making his 
third appearance at this spot since 
Christmas, something of a record. 

This week there are again only 
four acts on tap, and that absent 
fifth seemed sadly missed at the 
late afternoon show opening day. 
Mahoney’s classic turn was really 
the only sock on the list. Had a 
reasonably good additional act been 
aligned in juxtaposition to -Ma- 
honey’s penultimate chore, might 
have resulted in mob exiting bab- 
bling with pleasure. As is, the 
meat course is thrust upon ’em be- 
fore their appetites are sufficiently 
whetted by hors-d’oeuvres, — 

Tick Tock revue (New Acts) 
serves as curtain-parter. Mild- 
‘mannered dance flash that spans 10 
minutes just about adequately. 

No. 2, Lee and Lock. Have their 
moments, and, on overall collation, 
oke. Engage in fair sketch, sprin- 
kled with few nice moments, which 
intros pair as partially deaf couple 
meeting at a ball yard. Another 
bit,. and best, is the travesty on 
Mae West entertaining a Wallace 
Beery-complexioned gunman, Both 
portrayals sag at times and deviate 
from subjects; at others, amaze 
with fidelity. Skit innately humor- 
ous and majority of lines ditto. 
Sound stuff. But close weakens a 
fraction when the pair go into a 
duet. Couple of stooges used inter- 
mittently throughout act might 
have been handed better material. 
One, the man, tries a song and does 
o.k, The other, a woman, merely 
struts across stage periodically in 
what are to be construed as laugh- 
provoking costume insanities. 

Mahoney tore ’em right out of 
their chairs with his inimitable 
tomfoolery and top-notch hoke 
hoofing. Did 19 minutes at per- 
formance glimmed and had ’em 
grovelling for more. Apparently 
parcel of mob had not had a gander 
at the Mahoneyphone and he scored 
an ace reception with his toe-tune- 
smithing. His gab, incidentally, is 
the most insidey that has been 
flipped over a trough hereabouts in 


years. 
Closing, fast acro quintet, the 5 
Jansleys. Their 6 minutes of 


tumbling, risley and hand-balancing 
rounds and touches all the bases. 
A sweet topper to any vaudeville 
program. 

Supplementing the stage fare 
there’s a Columbia pic, ‘The 9th 
Guest,’ plus a Culbertson bridge 
short (RKO), and Pathe clips. Biz 





off three-quarters of this time him- 


only fair, 


ROXY, N. Y. 


In spite of all the obvious ex- 
cuses, including the honey that audi- 
ences at the Roxy insist on getting 
a lot for their money, there’s too 
much padding going on in this 
house. Current bill is a perfect 
example. It’s an ordinary little stage 
show, with some good and bad fea- 
tures, but all the numbers are s0 
painfully dragged out that the en- 
tire thing ends by boring. 

Show opens briskly with the girls 
and boys in a so-so routine. Dressed 
in silver and green with parasols to 
match and, of course, going into the 
regular parasol routines, Okay 
enough for the purpose. 

Wesley Eddy bows in here, says 
hello, and introes the Ching Ling 
Foo Jr. troupe. Expert novelty and 
a splendid picture house diversion, 
but on stage inexcusably long. 
Eleven minutes at this early stage 
of the show is enough to kill the 
act and all the rest of the perform- 
ance, 

Gregory and Raymon, next, are 
two boys who play instruments. 
Get most of their music out of 
balloons, bicycle pumps .and the like. 
This act, too, would probably have 
been okay if cut in half. 

Eddy now leads his band through 
a long winded overture of ‘Old Man 
River’ and ends by singing the 
song., He’s a good singer, but here’s 
one he might have smartly avoided, 
although the orchestration he chose 
is a peach. 

Girls are back in a Mne movement 
somewhat reminiscent of Harlem, 
and Eddy starts«things going by 
singing one verse and chorus. Billie 
Joy, a girl who goes from tap to 
control dancing, predominates. She's 
okay. 

Arthur Boran, radio mimic, is 
spotted here and is somewhat of a 
problem. He has a radio rep and 
is building nicely. Just why is not 
apparent from his showing here, 
although possible that stage’ wiring, 
facing an audience and that sort of 
thing frightened him. He goes from 
a fair imitation of Ed Wynn, to a 
pretty bad Harry Richman, a splen- 
did Jimmy Durante, a very good 
Jack Benny, a brutal Lionel Barry- 
more, a ho-hum Givot, a way-off 
Bing Crosby, an insulting Al Smith, 
and an inexcusable Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. Why the theatre allowed 
the imitation of the President’s 
voice igs not quite clear; it’s for- 
bidden now in air channels. ‘March 


in radio, has been asked by the 
White House directly not to mimic 
the President’s voice. 

For a finish stage show moves in 
a presentation number from_ the 
previous week’s show, ‘Carioca.’ It’s 
a good production, one of the best 
the Roxy line ever achieved and 
well worth holding, Even though 
last week’s product, it’s the best 
thing in the current layout. Frances 
Stevens, singer, centers and better 
than she impressed the first time, 
wiring of.the house possibly having 
something to do with it. 

Wesley Eddy, made a great im- 
pression on his oening bill a week 
ago, now he’s iaying down on the 
job. He’s a good performer and 
highly capable, but he'll have to 
show it continously if the customers 
are to believe it. He’ll have to do 
more, and do it better, than he’s 
doing on the current issue. 

‘Coming Out Party’ (Fox) is a 
weak-sister film, which would seem 
to indicate house is headed for the 
red ink on this stanza. Kau}. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angees, March 15. 

Though admittedly having strong 
air following in these parts and 
rating high in entertainment value, 
Ben Bernie band, as revealed at 
opening stanza of today’s Para- 
mount show, doesn’t measure up to 
presentation house standard. Lack 
of showmanship in routining and a 
disregard at times of the cleanliness 
demanded by audiences made up 
largely of femme patronage, prove a 
handicap which Bernie would do 
well to overcome if further pic 
house bookings are contemplated. 

Opening matinee crowd was a dis- 
tinct disappointment, with the lower 
floor only comfortably filled and no 
balcony overflow, which is the bar- 
ometer on which biz is gauged at 
this acer. Reception which greeted 
Bernie at introduction and the ap- 
plause that continued for many sec- 
onds after final curtain, gave plenty 
of indication of the outfit’s popu- 
larity. 

And this popularity is not unde- 
served. Bernie works hard and his 
band is made up 4 individual solo- 
ists plus a few warblers and a cork- 
ing good hoofer, which results in 
plenty of individual fodder. Band 
numbers are mostly old favorites 
and one chestnut that has been used 
time and time again im this house, 
‘The Birdie Song,’ but it’s the rendi- 
tion and Bernie’s touch that makes 
them worth while. 

Vocalists with the band include 
Frank Prince, Billy Wilkins, Manny 
Praeger, Billy Severn doing some 
tap routines, and Lindy Lee, torcher 
from radio KHJ, assisting as guest 
artist for the day. 

Bernie resorted entirely too often 
this afternoon to the word hell, and 
his slap at Winchell about the two 
birds is both old and dirty and has 








no place im refined stage entertain- 


of Time,’ best in that sort of thing} 
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EMBASSY 


For the first time since all-news 
policies were introduced a house is 
experimenting with admissions. Un- 
der its Pathe flag the Embassy is 
dipping its gate to 15 cents. The 
move is a direct stab at the Luxer 
and also a bid for morning business, 
since the quarter is being main- 
tained for afternoon and evening 
shows. 

Emb is in a neighborhood where 
in the morning its original quarter 
stacked up pretty high, with sev- 
eral theatres offering a three-hour 
sitting for 15 centimes. Luxer, in 
the Capitol area, has no such morn- 
ing competish with the regular runs. 
The Emb’s cut-in to the Luxer’s 
regular business, however, has be- 
come apparent during the past few 
weeks and the Lux will probably 
also have to knock off that dime un- 
til noon. Saturday afternoon, at 
about the same time, the Emb had a 
better attendance than the Luxer. 

The Lindbergh testimony before 
the senate committee, an Emb ex- 
clusive, despite the fact that the 
Luxer subscribes to the Pathe reel, 
is one of those rare subjects worth 
the price of admission in itself. It 
affords the most perfect character 
study of the flier in action ever pho- 
tographed. Lindbergh in sound is 
far more effective than in his usual 
silent pose. He proves to the public 
that he can handle himself without 
@& press agent. 

Pathe cameramen did an excellent 

job in capturing the Eagle. They 
got him talking directly into the 
lens. And when heb rought home 
forecfully the right of a citizen to 
be heard in court there was a round 
of applause in the Emb. 
* At the Luxer, Paramount covered 
the air situation, but presented Lin- 
dy mute alongside the Secretary of 
War. 

A hot Cotton Club rehearsal, es- 
pecially the wiggles of one of the 
dancers, is holding interest of even 
some of the more hardened atten- 
dees. 

An unusually intelligent treatise 
on prison life ig afforded by a world 
traveler, who was recorded after 
spending a:few days behind the bars 
himself. Life is too easy in Ameri- 
can prisons, especially in New York, 


he said. 

The Jittle’lad who fell three stories 
and was uninjured should find his 
way to Hollywood. He has a 
markedly different personality and 
a manner that can be called original 
for children. 

The program has much about kid- 


TRANSLUX 


It’s beginning to look as though 
Paramount had ordered its reel to 
step up its news gathering pace, 
And the reel is beginning to deliver 
in a big way. Paramount is defi- 
nitely taking the throne Pathe oc- 
cupied in the Luxer, and currently 
it provides this theatre with most 
of the material which is not du- 
plicated at the Emb. 

Par has a pip of a fire story, one 
of the best seen on the screen in 
months. Its Alabama crew cov- 
ered the big department store while 
the blazes were at full height. 

First picture of what the govern. 
ment actually means by farm homes 
is also drawn by Par. This shows 
a family moving from a dilapidated 
shack to a neat little bungalow with 
several acres. And it interviews 
the husband and wife, who are men- 
tally above the average in such cir- 
cumstances, who are able to convey 
much to the worthiness of the 
movement. 

The Mississippi uegro, who tele- 
phoned the President to save his 
home, is also presented by Par. Here 
again the subject is made forceful 
by the natural ability of the sub- 
ject. His praise for Roosevelt is 
making this clip one of the few to 
draw applause in the Luxer this 
week. 

Dialect and pronunciation of a 
Rockville man makes his telling of a 
world search for his wife ring a 
different comedy bell. 

Pathe develops spring floods into 
quite a story. It starts with a dia- 
gram of how rivers become swollen, 
and then presents a special flood 
map of the U. S. This opens the 
way to the library, with a new slant 
given old views. 

Pathe was a little too hurried in 
getting out the ambergris story. 
Evidently it was in the cans as the 
genuine by the time chemists had 
analyzed it as emanating from a 
San Francisco sewer. 

Both houses show Manchukuo ene 
thronement; Mad-Garden ice carni«- 
val; N. Y. postal employees pro- 


baseball practice; Massachusetts al- 

leged killers going to court; French 

sea serpent, and U. S. S. Wyoming. 
Waly. 





napping in all forms. The governe- 
ment repeats its advice about pub- 
lic co-operation. An inventor dem- 
onstrates an abductor-proof baby 
crib, and a dog owner tells about 
the experiences of a lost canine. 
Waly. 


Vl 





ment. Several plugs for the brand 
of beer which Bernie exploits over 
the air, with a couple of bottle cut- 
outs of the beverage prominently 
displayed on the movable stage. 
Screen feature is ‘Come On, Ma- 
rines’ (Par), with news, comedy and 
other shorts for fillers. Edwa. 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


Chicago, March 16. 

Going into the third week of its 
new policy this house makes a bad 
break by booking in a picture that 
has already played downtown, which 
is strictly against the picture policy 
originally set up for this house, ‘I 
Am a Spy’ (Fox) saw downtown 
screening at the World Playhouse 
and though a _ sure-seater spot 
B.&K, would have been wiser to 
have chosen a different flicker for 


this house. 

With the dating in of Benny 
Davis unit the theatre lays off the 
line of girls and is also saving on 
time and talent by using only Thies 
acts in the vaude half instead of 
the regular four. Davis has plenty 
of talent in his array of unknowns 
and he’s selling them. To pick out 
individuals there’s Bobby Lane for 
a new high in flash acrobatics and 
Jackie Green who looks like George 
Price and imitates everybody from 
Arliss to Jessel. Davis has. added 
that hill-billy trio dubbed Arkansas 
Travellers and they are still getting 
across as strongly as they’ve done 
around town on their own for the 
past three years. 

In the vaude half there were the 
Andresens to open with their high 
perch act. Man and woman look 
clean-cut and make a fine appear- 
ance, While the State-Lake has 
set up a policy of playing no acro- 
batic turns this house has opened 
the stage to acrobatics consistently. 
There’s a spot in vaude for a turn 
such as the Andresens, a neat 
novelty especially with that gasp 
whirl finish. 

If this were a regular style show 
Ken Harvey would have fitted in 
nicely with the presentation. How- 
ever, in the deuce all alone he man- 
aged to satisfy by his banjo and 
guitar wizard-plunking. Comes in 
here after a recent spell at the Chi- 
cago. And in the final slug of the 
vaude that trained mule with those 
two stooges, Red Donohue and a 
comedy cop. Perfect for this house 
and how they loved it. 

Business good at the first show 





Friday. Gold. 


_~ = 


PALACE, N. Y. 


A better show than average, but 
then the average here has been 
pretty low for a long time. What 
helps this week, from the box office 
point of view, is ‘Spitfire’ (RKO), 
with Katherine Hepburn name as a 


big lure. 

Town was reacting to the name 
Friday evening, packing the house 
from the orchestra pit to the pro- 
jection booth, with the ropes up 
downstairs for the balance of the 
drawees. Hepburn in past pictures 
here has pulled the grosses up to 
nice profits, something which hap- 
pens rarely at the Pal. 

The five acts of vaudg sent in 
with ‘Spitfire’ work well on an 
hour’s stage show, but none are 
new. The blend is better, however, 
than on previous occasions, when 
the bookers could find nothing that 
hadn't played all around and, in 
some cases, for more years than 
most people can remember. 

Lineup is George Beatty, headlin- 
ing; Buster Shaver and midgets in 
the center; Runaway Four, No. 2; 
‘Danceland,’ an adagio quartet, clos- 
ing, and Jari, Renee and Vic, open- 
ng. 

The ‘Danceland’ flash is just a 
new namé for ‘Kitchen Pirates,’ in 
circulation numerous years now, but 
one of the better adagio flashes. The 
fine torso mangling and tossing, 
with precision and speed, make it 
that if nothing else. 

Beatty did 19 minutes, holding the 
mob well, but lays off the Greek 
stuff entirely though retaining the 
sailor drunk bit, one of the best 
things he ever did. Headliner is in 
here with some good material and, 
being a good performer, it auctions 
for the biggest applause poke, but 
that violin encore bit seems to lack 
something. It’s all right if to quell 
an audience that is unyielding on 
clamor, but otherwise has doubtful 
comedy meaning. 

The Buster Shaver act, with the 
Olive and George Lilliputs, has 
some new numbers for improvement, 
but substantially is the same act 
as done for years. George’s school- 
boy sissy number and the cute Mae 
West impersonation by the girl are 
worthy additions.» A couple of new 
slants to the novelty song and dance 
double between Shaver himself and 
Olive further strengthens an act 
that always has been good. 

That bunch of nuts, the Runaway 
Four, are pretty old stuff by now, 
with slapstick acts and others of 
this type getting badly in the hair 
of the vaude coiffure, and making 
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George Raft in “THE TRUMPET BLOWS 
Frances Drake ... A Paramount Picture ... Directed by Stephen Roberts 
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“Rothschild” Acclaimed 


George Arliss in “The House of 
Rothschild,”” 20th Century production 
released by United Artists, was ac- 
claimed by a distinguished premiere 
audience at the Astor Theater last 
night. Reaction of the opening night 
attendance substantiated preview re- 
‘ports which characterized the picture 
as one of the outstanding productions 
of recent years. 














JOSEPH M. SCHENCK presents 


— Film Daily 


GEORGE ARLISS 
in CBiovl Sige ore ‘supived production of 


She House of 


~ ROTHSCHILD 


Directed by Alfred Werker 


BORIS KARLOFF « LORETTA YOUNG « ROBERT YOUNG e¢ HELEN WESTLEY 
And a Distinguished Supporting Cast of One 


Hundred 




















> SS =e et Se me he ,—_— i= 


eo 8 Wf @ 




















Tuesday, March 20, 1934 


PICT@RES 








—_ 


VARIETY 








=a 





EXPLOITATION 


am 
” Oe” 


o¢ 


By Epes W. Sargent 








One Forgotten 


Recent months have seen more 
snow on Broadway than in any two 
or three previous years. Street 
cleaning department worked fast, 
put there were mounds for two and 
three days as a time. And not a sin- 
gle theatre got out the snow cards 
which have done yeoman service in 
earlier years. 

Snow cards are merely tack cards 
fastened to a lath and stuck into the 
snow. They do not last very long, 
unless the cleaners are remiss, but 
while they last they enjoy preferred 
positions. Too late for this year, 
perhaps, since it is to be hoped the 
blizzard season is over, but to be 
remembered if next winter takes an 
encore. 

Meantime there are two other 
uses for the tack cards, with one 
end of the lath sharpened to a point. 
They can be stuck in the dirt heaps 
along trench excavations, and they 
can be used as greeting cards. 


In the latter case they are headed 
‘Good morning’ and are planted in 
yards facing the houses, but close 
enough to the sidewalk to let the 
curious see what they are by going 
a few steps up the walk. Lath and 
card combinations are useful, but 
they've been forgotten. 


Beating the Title 


Manager who had turned several 
somersaults on titles which were 
not good boxoffice, decided he would 
lift the curse off the next. Started 
the week before to advertise a pic- 
ture with an offer of $5 for the 
best title, intumation being that this 
would be sent the production com- 
pany. 

All press book cuts were routed 
to remove the title and question 
marks set in, with the lithographic 
paper also stripped with the ques- 


tions. A,similar procedure was fol- 
lowed in the case of the lobby 
frames, while the picture was 


threaded in on the first production 
credit. Full use was made of the 
star names, these being stressed 
to overcome the lack of a title. 


A table in the lobby was provided 
with pencils and pads on which 
the contestants could write, and the 
result was announced the following 
week with 20 single tickets sent to 
the runners-up. Contest put the 
picture over nicely, though in near- 
by spots it had been reported as 
25% off its potential draw. 


much as 25% 
To avoid trouble with the post 
ofiice the contest announcement 


should state that if more than one 
person submits the winner identical 
prizes will be given all who quality. 


Be Careful 


Sometimes it happens that a stunt 





which reads well may develop a 
back kick, and exhibitors using 
these must be careful. Now and 


then there is the suggestion of the 
useful sidewalk mat. This is good 
if it is made of material that will 
not scuff up, but recently the sug- 
gestion was made to use heavy can- 
vas. Whether this is on the side- 
walk or in the lobby, the patron who 
trips over the loose folds has 
grounds for a suit against the the- 
atre, and in most instances courts 
will hold a charge of negligence 
since it is :n-wn that canvas wil 
not lie flat. Even oilcloth should be 
watched lest some section of the 
edge be scuffed up and trip the un- 
wary. 

Another -hance for a lawsuit is 
sending out ¢ truck or other peram- 
bulator so loud either for design or 
the employment of noise that horses 
will be scared. It is no plea that 
a parade permit has been secured. 
The theatre is apt to be held liable. 

This holds equally true of street 
men whe appear in eerie garb to 
advertise a thostly or mystery 
story. If they scare women the 
theatre is liable, and ic is no de- 
fense that the pram was told not to 
scare women. The theatre is held 
responsible. 

Examine stunts carefully and lay 
off those, no matter how intriguing. 
which threaten legal trouble. 





New Tire Cover 


ubuque, Ia. 

Orpheum has a number of auto- 
mobiles emblazoned with tire cover 
ads. 

The wrinkle not new but the Orph 
has a new treatment. Vari-colored 
permanent border gives’ theatre 
mame and ‘playing now.’ The cen- 
ter is fitted with four clips to which 
may be affixed inserts featuring the 
attraction, or stars. 


Long Distance Casting 


Capetown. 
M-G-M, through the local papers 
in South Africa, is conducting con- 
test to pick from Metro contract 
Players a cast for the company’s 
production- of ‘David Copperfield.’ 
Localites send their selections to 
the sponsor paners, whieh in turn 
Will ship to the States 


Dual Tryout 
That Warner’ Bros. experiment 
whereby ‘As the Earth Turns’ was 


given two test premieres—one in 
Danbury, Conn. and the other in 
Dallas—seems to be somewhat in- 
conclusive, in that both turned out 
well. There was really no ground 
for comparison, since the two cam- 
paigns were so very different. 

In Danbury the New England 
background was the main selling 
point, with a giant reproduction of 
the book from which the story was 
taken, a girl turning the pages to 
dispiay various selling angles. This 
was backed by a newspaper and ad- 
vertising campaign that put the pic- 
ture over nicely in spite of bad 
weather. 

In Dallas the picture was sold as 
the first bunkless picture, with 
stress on this in the newspapers and 
through the Dallas Film Guild and 
the newspaper news columns. A 
local angle was played up here in 
proclaiming Gladys Hasty Carrll, 
the author of the novel, was a for- 
mer Dallas girl. She was brought 
to Dallas to attend social events in 
her honor, and also visited the book 
stores at announced times to auto- 
graph the volume. The bunkless al- 
lusion referred to the absence of 
stressed emotion in the picture, and 
the Dallas audiences were supposed 
to write picture history by voting 
for or against quiet realism. They 
took it very seriously and responded 
nobly, but as an experiment it was 
inconclusive for the general ex- 
hibitor. 


Capitalizing Curiosity 

One of the best bets for general 
use has been the poster at the bot- 
tom of a barrel. Change it to a 
more important appearance and it 
will work all over again. 

Gag is to make a box of any de- 
sired size, just so that it is not too 
small, setting it on a table with a 
double bottom. The top of the 
table serves as the bottom of the 
box, and it has a glass plate cov- 
ering an oiled announcement in 
color for any picture to be pro- 
moted. 

Box can be made attractive with 
embossed wallpaper tacked down 
with light picture moulding. Painted 
a dull black, gilded or silvered, it 
will look important. Top is pro- 
vided with a check cord so that it 


cannot be left open. When it is 
raised a lever turns on a spring 
switch to light a lamp below the 


glass. 

A sign provokes curiosity and at 
the same time assures the timid 
there is no shock oe other unpleas- 
ant result. If they have to go to 
the trouble of raising the cover, the 
message will be mero firmly im- 
planted than one mv posted. 


Use an Aurora 

Managers who have yet to play 
‘Eskimo’ will find an aurora bore- 
alis an effective backing for the 
cutouts. The cutouts should be dis- 
played in a shadow box in one or 
two planes in front of a backing of 
silver paper. Below the level of the 
cutouts and in back are two or more 
fixed lights and a number of red, 
green and amber lamps on flasher 
buttons, some slow and some more 
rapid so that they cannot blink in 
time. A reflector is placed at an 
angle to throw the light onto the 
silver paper. The effect is a con- 
stantly changing play of light 
against the Arctic sky. 

This can be used for both lobby 
and window work, but placed in 
such a position that it will not be 
faded out by the stronger illumina- 
tion on other displays. 

Where this involves too much 
wiring, a more simple effect can be 
obtained with the silver paper and 
strong lights thrown on strips of 
colored tinsel in the same colors. 
A rapid flasher should be used here, 
and the effect will be good, though 
not as strong as the numerous 
bulbs. Probably the tinsel would 
work better in store windows, since 
it pulls less current. 


Another Reverse 


Signs done in reverse generally 
require a mirror to get them over, 
unless they are done with few and 
large letters. Here’s one that is 
simpler and about as effective. 

Sign is done on translucent paper 
in reverse. It should not be done 
on the other side, in usual style, 
because the letters should be vis- 
ible without transmitted light. 
There are small bulbs, in reflectors, 
either along the top or at the sides. 





A sign in proper lettering an- 
nounces: ‘If you can’t read all of 
this, go around to the other side. 


But just for fun see how much you 
can read from this side.’ 

It’s human nature to puzzle over 
the jumble, and also human to pass 
behind the screen where the sign 
can be read naturally. Doesn't pay 
to try to tell too much, but one or 
two brief sales points can be got- 
ten over in addition to the title and 
play date. 

Sign should be placed reasonably 
close to the street, to get attention, 
'and have a clear space behind. 








Poster Book 


Duke Wellington’s book on theat- 
rical poster work (‘The Theory and 
Practice of Poster Art,’ Signs of the 
Times) is off the press. Publisher's 
announcement does not indicate the 
price, but an advance notice gave 
the rap as $5 which probably still 
holds. 

It’s hardly the book for a novice 
who wants to start from the bottom. 
It’s a work for the man who is al- 
ready a practical worker but who 
wishes to get new angles and fresh 
suggestions. To such it is worth 
the money, for Wellington covers 
the ground thoroughly albeit a trifle 
sketchily. 

Ampte art material supplements 
the printed word, but in some in- 
stances the cuts are too small to 
have practical value. For the great- 
er part, however, the cuts are ade- 
quately sized and helpful to the 
man who has not yet reached the 
top round. It should particularly 
appeal to the signwriter who has 
made a start but is at a loss to con- 
tinue his progress in default of 
practical text books. It should find 
a place in the sign shop of every 
theatre. 

Get Out the Fans 

Generally it happens that a cold 
winter slips abruptly into a hot 
spring. Don’t let yourself be caught 
by surprise. Overhaul the fans and 
the ventilating system now rather 
than just before they start dropping 
from sunstroke. 

If you use slip covers for the seats 
in summer, have them made ready 
now. Be sure there are no repairs 
required and that you can put them 
to immediate use. Look over the 
summer draperies, inspect the sum- 
mer uniforms. Even though you 
may be shivering in your heavy 
ulster, go through the regular pro- 
gram and be ready the moment the 
need comes. Nothing is more hurt- 
ful to business than the first few 
warm days in a theatre not quite 
ready for it. It may hold a patron 
out all summer. 

And before the winter stuff is 
packed in moth balls, go over the 
uniforms and other fabrics for 
needed repairs and have them made 
now. Have all clothing cleaned and 
aired. It will keep better and smell 





fresher next fall. 


Manager Helps 


the new edition of 
Year Book contains a 


usual, 
Daily 


As 
Film 


compendium of the best stunts used | 
shaped | 


during the past year, ably 
up by Jack Harrower, who knows 
the wheat from the chaff. Many of 
them are from the pages of VARIETY, 
with proper credit given, and these 
help to round out a compilation of 
practical ideas which will be of real 
use to a manager looking for a 
stunt. This year book section is the 
only listing of new ideas of each 
year, and to the man who is trying 
to make money exhibiting film the 
section is alone worth the outlay. 
This year there as been added a 
birthday listing, many of which can 
be used for exploitation work if the 
birthday is coincident with the ap- 
pearance of a star in a picture. 


Industrial Auspices 
Chicago. 

With a possible sale to the entire 
Warner circuit depending on the 
showing of ‘Damaged Lives’ at the 
Parthenon in Hammond, II. ill 
Brumberg is going out of the way 
for a huge commercial backing for 
the problem flicker. 

Has secured 100% co-operation 
from the eight large Hammond in- 
dustrials fi-ms, the Inland Steel Co. 
with 4,300 employees, Sinclair Oil 
Co., Lever Bros. Soap Co., Shell Oil, 
Standard Oil, Cities Service, Ford 
Plant, Fruit Growers Express and 
the Bartlett and McGuire Tarvia 
plant. Companies are promising full 
support to induce their 35,000 em- 
ployees to attend the picture. Brum- 
berg has worked out a co-operative 
benefit arrangement on tickets. 


Fshions Aagain 
Charlotte, N. C. 

The Imperial Theatre at Asheville 
doubled attendance at a reshowing 
of ‘Fashions of 1934’ by staging a 
local fashion show in connection 
with the picture. 

Using 13 young women, evening 
sport and street dresses were dis- 
played. The girls, followed by spots, 
walked down the last aisle to the 
stage, m-nikined, and returned to 
the theatre lobby by way of the 
right aisle. The style show was 
staged, with the assistance of local 
shops, following the first evening 
screen show. 





BEHIND 


the KEYS 


_— 





Oklahoma City. 

Report says that L. L. Hancock 
is building a new theatre in Ok- 
mulgee, Okla., a Griffith town. 

A. B. Momand recently opened 
the Gem, and plans to open a string 
of second run houses over the state. 

Yale, a subsequent run prices 
are now five and ten cents for 
adults and three cents for kiddies. 

New Criterion will be opened by 
Loomis & Enloe at El Reno, Okla., 
May 15, replacing the old Criterion 
recently burned. 





Canton, O. 

Wallace (Doc) Elliott, for many 
years associated with RKO houses 
in Youngstown and _ Cleveland, 
comes to Canton as manager of the 
WB Alhambra here. 

All Mt. Vernon, O., movie thea- 
tres now are operating under the 
Schine management. The Lyric is 
again dark and the Vine has been 
reopened. 

C,. A. Ward is operating the Pal- 
ace, Holgate, O., under a four-year 
lease from B. Disler. House is op- 
erating daily with a single feature 
policy. 

George B. Ebeck has taken a five- 
year lease on the Rex, Mt. Gilead, 
with an option of five additional 
years, and is maintaining a seven- 
day schedule with three changes. 

Carl Ambrust has closed the Pal- 
ace, Continental, because of insuf- 
ficient business. 

Theodore J. Laskey has taken 
over the operation of the Strand 
theatre, Brownsville, Pa., until re- 
cently operated by George Laskey. 
deceased. 

Lock Jennings and his father, J. 

R. Jennings, have taken a five- 
year lease on the Star theatre. 
Bluffton, O. 
. You..g and Reinhart, who re- 
cently acquired a lease on the old 
Lyceum, Canton, expect to have the 
house ready for reopening Easter 
Sunday. They also operate the Mo- 
zart and McKinley, Canton 





Denver. 

Cc. GC. Diller, of Denver, remodeling 
in Leadville, Colo., and will put in 
a theatre of 300 seats May 1; also 
remodeling in Cripple Creek with 
250 seats, the Vida, to open April 15. 

Fred Lind opens Littleton about 
May 1, when his Grand, 350 seats, 
will be ready. 

Wm. A. Robinson reopening thea- 
tre at Breckinridge, Colo., and 


Los Angeles. 
Arnold Schaak has leased the San 
Carlos, nabe subsequent run house 
that has been dark for more than a 
year, and reopens it April 1. On 
Same date operation of Unique and 
Wabash, nabes, passes from Pete 
Lasher to Eastland Theatres Co. 
Studio, Uplands, Cal., operated by 
Gary Carr, has gone dark. 


Philadelphia. 

Locust theatre relights March 20 
after being dark since the fall. This 
time it will have a grind policy with 
60c top and no reserved seats as 
compared to the two-a-day policy 
used for last offering, ‘Berkeley 
Square.’ A. R. Boyd and his house 
manager, Frank Buhler, who have 
the Fox, will also handle the Locust. 


Wheeling, W. Va. 

Judge J. H. Brennan appointed 
special receivers for the Capitol 
Theatre Co. Action brought by 
Cleveland Trust and Rudolf A. 
Malm, trustees, against the Capitol 
company, Wright Hugus and Albert 
W. Laas, trustees, and Capitol En- 
terprise, Inc. 





Harrisonburg, Va. 

Valley Enterprises, Inc. will erect 
a modern theatre next to the Pro- 
fessional building on South Main 
street. Charles S. and Sam Roth, 
managers of the enterprise, changed 
their plans of using the old Isis 
theatre building on the opposite 
side of Main street. Will seat 600 
to 700 people; a $25,000 approximate 
cost and additional $10,000 for 
equipment. 





Jacksonville, Fla. 
E. J. Sparks office reports work 
starting on the State theatre, Talla- 
hassee, to replace the old theatre 
destroyed by fire. Site now being 


excavated. House will seat 1.200 
with full stage equipment. 
Birmingham. 


Pastime, Sardis, Miss., purchased 
by M. D. Trotter and W. F. Carter. 


Winston-Salem, N. C. 
Al Barber, former manager Vic- 
tory, Salisbury, N. C., named man- 
ager of Colonial, succeeding Henry 
Brown, transferred to Lenoir, N. C 
as manager of State. 





Kaston, Pa 
closed severs! 
as a ePCone t 


here, 
reopened 


theatre 
has 


toxy 
years 





named it the Eclipse, 300 seats 


run 


the | 


Building Beauty 


Omaha. 

Paramount's ‘Search for Beauty’ 
is another one of those program pic- 
tures which readily lends itself to 
exploitation. Information on beauty 
and cosmetics is always a prominent 
part of any metropolitan daily, espe- 
cially those of the chains. It is a 
comparatively easy matter to fur- 
nish stills and material for a very 
interesting article, or series of 
articles, in direct connection with 
the picture. Here it was done by 
the Par's exploiteer Charlie Schlaifer 
in connection with the local Hearst 
paper which almost daily includes 
some such display not ordinarily in- 
cluded in a local tie-up. In this 
case the theatre netted four stills 
in two different issues in the before 
and after manner,-all of which is 
well worth the little effort it takes. 
Besides the picture offers innum- 
erable tie-ups with health studios, 
photographers, gymnasiums, swim- 
ming pools, bathing beauty contests 
for those exhibs in the warmer 


climes, ete. Several of these were 
suggested here by the Burdick 
health studios, but time between 


the two organizations didn’t permit 
a bang up campaign, especially as 
the pix was the second half of a 
double feature. Too good an oppor- 
tunity to pass up though, for some 
exhibs who haven't yet shown the 
flicker. 
Black Art 

Al Zimbalist, of the group of St. 

Louis theatres formerly known as 


the Skouras string, reports an ef- 
fective stage trailer for ‘The Invis- 


ible Man’ based on the familiar 
black art. Most houses have played 
‘Man,’ but the routine can be 


adapted for other pictures. 

A black drop was hung just in 
front of the screen, and a border 
strip with white bulbs, reversed so 


they shone into the auditorium. 
This is necessary to deepen the 
gloom. Two men are employed; 


the announcer and the property boy 
or other assistant. The former is 
dressed all in white, the latter in 
black, with even his face veiled. 

The announcer ,comes on, points 
with his cane and a red light flashes 
from its tip up to the borders and 
back into the cane. Done with a 
small red flashlight on the end of a 
black rod with a proper switch. It 
must be a small lamp so as not to 
give too much light. Announcer 
then steps out of his shoes and 
these are walked off the stage by 
props. The man strips down to his 
trousers, being under dressed in 
black, and finally even the trousers 
are shot into the wings, leaving the 
stage apparently empty. All the 
while the patter goes on for the pic- 
ture, and the audience will take a 
bunch of chat because there is 
amusing action to go with it. 

Hang on to this until you can use 
it, but don’t try unless you can lo- 
cate a non-gloss black drop. 


Winter Stuff 
During the recent severe storms 
an exhib in upstate New York re- 
ported that he had _ suffered less 
from the storm than other houses in 
town because he was the only one 





to have put into practice little 
courtesies which patrons appre- 
ciated. 


When it snows he posts a couple 
of boys in the lobby to brush the 
snow from patrons’ wraps, insur- 
ance against further wetting from 
the melting snow. A third boy with 
a soft broom removes the snow from 
the rubbers or shoes. Rubbers can 
be checked inside. Each pair is held 
together by a strong paper spring 
clip, numbered. 

After the rubbers are checked, the 
visitor is offered a demi-tasse of 
coffee, the bean being promoted 
from a local store in return for the 
ad. Coffee is served whenever the 
mercury goes below 30. 


Vallee’s Favs. 


Baltimore. 

For showing of Fox cinemusical, 
‘George White’s Scandals,’ at the 
New, novel contest unearthed that 
merits attention if only for its at- 
tractiveness and wide appeal. 

In tie-up with Hearst p. m. rag, 
which allotted daily type space and 
art, contest held as crux the selec- 
tion of 10 pop songs that were the 
prime faves of Rudy Vallee cur- 
rently, who is in pic’s cast, 20 songs 
listed in ballot-like blank printed 
daily in paper. All required of con- 
testants was signifying their selec- 
tion, appending name and address 
and forwarding to newspaper. 

Pribes totaled $25 in cash, 
raft of annie oakleys. 


Team Work 


Theatre chain on upper Broadway 





plus 








|}gets out a program for its seven 
houses, It's a four-pager, with one 
lcolumn of advertising to pay the 
| cost Recently the programs have 
j been sent out enclosing the price 
list of a liquor store in the same 
l section Store carries the same 
jam one of the houses, and 
Presa e opt of the ehain 
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* “All of my fifteen stage productions if 
rolled into one mighty show... would 
fade by comparison with this, my first 
screen production of ‘The Scandals’.” 

(signed) George White 


No Broadway stage was big enough to house 
this mighty dream show of George White. Even 
at $10 top, no crowds however packed, could 
support such lavishness. Never has there been 
such a cast...so many beauties... such dance 
creations ...such hit songs...as in this crowning 
triumph of George White’s genius. 


300,000 “LIBERTY” newsboys 
are selling it for you! 


Greatest exploitation scoop that ever zoomed 
your profits. Read the details in 
the Special Exploitation Supplement of the 


big FOX press book!. 
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Comparative Grosses for F ebruary 
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Feb. 8 —__Feb. 15 Feb, 22 Mar. 1 
EARLE Going Easy to Fall in Love Girls in Boat 
(2,000; 40-55-65) Hollywood Love $14,500 $17,000 
High. $33,000 $19,000 $18,000 (Edmond 
Low.. 10,500 ew Prices) (Cooke Lowe on 
- (Vaude) Ellington Stage) 
on stage) 

FOX Carolina Carolina Ever Since Believed in 
@,000; 30-40-60) $28,000 $13,500 ve You 
High. $41,000 (New Prices) (2d week) $14,000 $15,500 
Low.. 10,500 (Stage Show) (24 week) 

STANLEY Fashions Christina Christina Eskimo 
(3,700; 49-55-65) $14,000 $21,500 $12,000 $12,000 
High. $48,000 (New Prices) (2d week) 
ee . 50 (8 days) 7 { 

Feb. 8 Feb. 15 Feb. 22 Mar. 1 

KEITH’S Beloved |Hips, Hooray | Lost Father Palooka 
(4,000; 25-35-50) $10,500 $4,000 $8,000 $9,500 
High. $43,000 (New low) 

Low.. __ 4,000 

ORPHEUM Fugitive Gallant Eskimo Sons of 
(3,000; 30-40-50) overs Lady $11,500 Desert 
High. $23,000 $12,500 $12,000 $13,000 
Low.. 4,000 (Vaude) 

METRO. Search for Fashions Carolina Good Dame 
POLITAN eauty $23,000 $26,500 $27,000 
(4,330; 30-40-50- $34,500 (Blackbirds (First Little 
_ . 8) (Anita Page| on Stage) Show on 

High. $69,000 on stage stage) 
ow... 12,500 | Stave Show) | 
ST. LOUIS 
MEN pe clea ire 
Feb. 8 Feb. 15 Feb. 22 Mar. 1 

AMBASSA.- Nellie Candlelight All of Me Fashions 

DOR $15,000 $17,000 $13,000 $15,000 
(3,000; 25-35-55) (Stage Show)! (Jack Haley | (New low) 

High. $48,800 (Jack Haley on stage) 
Low.. 13,000 on stage) < Se es 
Xx Was a Spy Hold That Carolina Two Worlds 
(6,000; 25-40-55) and Girl and and 
Lost Father and King of Wild Charming 
$7,000 Last Roundup orses Deceiver 
a, (New Prices) $8,000 $18,000 $9,000 
STATE Gallant Lady} Side of Christina Cat and 
(8,000; 25-35-55) $12,000 Heaven $13,000 Fiddle 
High. $31,500 $11,000 $15,000 
Low.. 10,000 
nS eG (al 7 

MISSOURI Easy to Love|Cross Country Goodbye Dark Hazard 

(3.500; 25-40) and | and Love and 
High. $29,500 Bombay Mail Big and Search for 

Oow.. 6,000 $10,000 Shakedown Frightened Beauty 

(New Prices) $8,000 People $8,000 
ee RR ae $8,000 

ST. LOUIS Ace of Aces Two Alone Song You Advice to 
(4,000; 25-25-55) and $15,000 ave Me ovelorn 

To Every (Olsen and and $18,000 
oman Johnson Ninth Guest (Sally Rana 
$13,000 on stage) $12,000 on stage) 
(New Prices)! 
Feb. 8 Feb. 15 Feb. 22 Mar. 1 
“TV w we : : ry SS 

BUFFALO Down to Rio Carolina Convention Fashions 
@, 600; 30-40-55) $16,000 $20,000 ity $13,000 
High. $42,000 (Stage Show) (Miriam $12,000 
Low.. 9, Hopkins 

on stage) 
tees ry . 

CENTURY Emperor White Head- Big 

(3,400; 25) ones Woman Quarters Shakedown 
High. $21,000 and and and and 
Low.. 3,200 Husbands Go Chief Jimmy and Smoky 

$6,000 $4,500 Sally $5,200 
$5,300 
HIPPO. Advice to Female Ladies Frightened 
DROME Lovelorn $10,000 Behave eople 

(2,400; 25-35) $14,000 $9,900 $12.000 
High. $22,000 (New Prices) (Blackbirds 
Low.. 3,600 (Vaude) os; sees UN on stage) _ 
Citbcitistie 

Feb. 8 Feb. 15 Feb. 22 Mar. 1 
EARLE ; Easy to Love Fashions Mandalay Got Your 
(2,424; 25-35-40- $18,000 $18,000 $17,000 Number 

60) (Duke (Donald (Novis $17,000 
High. $27,000 Ellington Novis on stage) 

ow.. 6,000 on stage) on stage) 
(Vaude) | 

FOX Skitch Fane’s Baby | Six of Kind Sons of 
(8,434; 25-35-60) $23,000 $18,000 24,000 Desert 
High. $41,500 (New Prices) /(Meyer Davis] (‘Vanities’ $22,000 

ow.. 11,000 (Vaude) on stage) on stage) (Greenwich 

p “ Village 
Follies’ 
| on stage) 
~ KEITH'S Two Worlds Hips, Hogray| Lost Patrol.;. Palooka 
(1,830; 25-35-60) $5,000 : ,000 $8,000 
High. $21,000 (New Prices) 
Low.. 3,700 - : cr Se Se 

PALACE Design Moulin Rouge Moulin Christina 
(2,363; 25-35-60) $14,000 $19,000 $8,500 $27,500 
High. $32,000 (New Prices) (2d week) 

Low.. 6,000 we DAL eee ee 

COLUMBIA Olsen’s | Orient Skitch Devil Tiger 
1,263; 15-25-35- Moment | xpress $5,000 $4,500 

40) $3,000 i 2,800 
High. $19,000 
Low.. 1,100 Re s 
ie Feb. 8 |___Feb. 15 Feb. 22 Mar. 1 

DENHAM All of Me Search for Frightened Six of Kind 
(1,500; 25-30-40) $7,500 Beauty People $6,500 
High. $16,000 (Stage Show) $7,500 $4,500 
Low.. 2,000 (Jerry Ross 

on stage) a 

DENVER Eskimo Gallant Lady Fashions Christina 
(2,500; 25-35-50) $8,000 $8,000 $7,000 $8,000 
High. $27,700 
Low.. 3,000 | am = 
ORPHEUM Down to Rio Carolina Nellie Hips, Hooray 
(2,600; 25-35-50) $17,000 $16,500 $19,000 $14,000 
High. $20,000 (Leo Carillo| (A] Lyons (Sally Rand (Dorothy Lee 
Low.. 3,750 on stage) on stage) on stage) on stage) 

(Stage Show) er Se - 
PARA. | Little Women’ Ace of Aces | Head- Cross 
MOUNT $5,000 j and quarters ountry 

(2,000; 25-40) | Fugitive = and $3,000 
High. $22,000 Lovers omen in 
Low.. 1,750 $4,000 | His Life 


(Split) $3.600 
7 — Pit) 
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Studio Placements 


Feb.8 — Feb. 15 Feb. 22 Mar. 1 

———————_. | ___ Feb. | ee —, re TF 

MICHIGAN All of M Fashion Can't B ie ee motel 

(4,045; 15-25-g5- $15.000 Se $17,500" Everything : -/, Holly wood, March 19. 

40-35) Ss "s) a $20.000 Sheridan Gibn: y, writing, WB. 

High $58,100 (Stage Show 1 | Josephine Lovett, Scripting, Fox. 
kL igh. 6.600 | Pat O'Brien. Jimmy Cagney, ‘Hey, 
=Ow.-__ 6,600 Sunapee ar — — Sailor, WR 
Pa X Carolina 1 Were Free | Hips, Hooray | | Emma Dunn ‘Dr. Monica WR. 
“. on on coeent 00 ( $57,000 $18,000 Gladys Lehman, colla} with 

— e€ Show) Amos n j | Will n Lipman oris Par 
| High. $50,000 Andy | Fay "Middiens ‘In Confer- 
ow... ‘ 4,000 _.0On stage ) ee inten - fence,’ Pa 

FISHER Dinner Beloved | Frightened | Peter Rurie. s ripting ‘Affairs of 

(2,750; 15-25-35. $5,000 $4,000 eople } A Gentleman,’ WU. 

40) (Stage Show) $4,000 Herbert Mundin, Pat Patterson, 
High. $29, Georgia Caine. Charles Starrett, 
Low.. _3,000 — ae ae art ‘Call It Luck,’ Fox. 

Douglas Scott, kid actor, ‘Too 
PITTSBURGH Many Women.’ Fox 
eer . te 22 =a cella on "on Vesey O'Dave n, ‘Springtime for 
‘ Feb. 8 Feb. 15 __ Feb. 22 ___Mar. Henry,’ Fox 
PENN Fugitive |Fane’s Baby Eskimo Side of Frances a  Ritola, ‘Change of 
(3,300; 25-40-55- overs | $7,000 $22,000 Heaven Heart,’ Fox. 

60-75) 26,000 (Amos 'n’ $21,000 Frank Melton, ‘Merry Andrew,’ 
High. $41,000 (‘Vanities’ | Andy (Cab Fox, 

Low.. 2,750 on stage) / on stage) Calloway Leo Carrillo, ‘Three Men,’ MG 

aa ‘ = a __ on stage) Carl Miller ‘Practical Joker,’ U, 

FULTON Suzanne Carolina Carolina Palooka , Greta Meyer, ‘Private s andals,’ 
(1,750; 15-25-40) $6,500 $7,700 and $5,800 Rogers- Par. 
High. $12,000 | (New Prices) Devil Tiger (6 days) _ Ricardo Cortez, ‘Beware of Imita- 
ow.. 1,900 $4.500 en tions,’ WB. 
STANLEY |" Frightened | Fashions | Mandalay | Candlelight | W “Ala wger, Producing ‘Post- 
(3,600; 25-40-60) eople $9,000 $5,200 $17,000 man Always Rings rwice,’ MG. : 
High. $48,000 $5,000 | ; | , (‘Artists and George Hadden directs ‘Charlie 

. y a ' ew, Chan's Courage,’ Fox. 

Low.. 3,750 (New Prices) | Pg vol Frank Savles, ‘Double Door,’ Par, 
: ee id Marjorie Rambeau. John Halli- 
« J “<* ‘ - ® 
SAN FRANCISCO day, Zita Johann, Grand Canary, 
Lasky-Fox. 
Feb. 8 x ee Feb. 22 +. eh Robert Presnell produces ‘Oil for 
> a Ser >. i. 1 the Lamps of China,’ WR. 
PARA. Frightened Suzanne Six of Kind J Can't Buy Claudia Dell, ‘Cleopatra,’ Par. 
e ey eople rea | M and svery/hine Marion Dix. collabing with Lynn 
Pind finn and All o e | assacre - Starling and Herbert Fields, script- 
High. $37,500 Nellie $14,500 $11,500 ing ‘Down to Their Last Yacht,’ 
Low.. 5,000 $11,500 —— one Radio. 
“gow ) Norman McLeod directs George 
oe ae Ce oe Cf] ON SS age) _ ~>,... oi | Burns, Gracie Allen, Joe Morrison, 
GOLDEN { Were Free Hips, Hooray| Lost Patrol Poor Rich Joan Marsh, George Barbier, ‘Often 
GATE $11,500 $12,000 $15,000 $11,000 a Bridegroom,’ Pas 
(2,844; 25-35-40) | ¢ Show) Jessie Pringle. ‘Merry Andrew,’ 
High. $22,500 Fox. 
Low.. 5,400 : Ses wa Fred Guiol, Jack Townley scriven- 
WARFIELD Convention Dinner | Carolina Fashions ing Will Stanton-Ka Kennedy two- 
(2,700; 35-45-65) ity $21,500 $19,500 $19,500 reeler. Radio. 
High. $57,400 -$17,000 (Leo Carrillo Stuart Holmes, Harry Woods, ‘It 
ow.. 8,200 (Anson on stage) Ain't No Sin,’ Par. 
Weeks Halliwell Hobbes, “Double Door,’ 
on stage) ar, 
(Stage Show} wa Lenita Lane, ‘Now rll Tell,’ Fox, 
CINCINNATI Rollo Lloyd, ‘Private Scandale,’ 
Par. 
BD alte Ted Healy, ‘Treasure Island,’ MG, 
Feb.8 | Feb. 15 Feb. 22 Mar. 1 Charles Laughton, ‘Barretts’ MG, 

ALBEE Roman | All of Me Fall in Love | Six of Kind Pat O'Malley, Mary McLaren, 
(3,300; 35-44) ndals $9,000 $6,000 $8,800 Bess Flowers, ‘Dames,’ WB. 

High. $33,500 $7,000 | Phillip Reed, ‘A Gentleman of Af- 
tow..__5, gg 2d week) _| aed bear > a oe th Tree, Helen Lowell. H 

PALACE Madame Spy Cross Sons of Christina orothy Tree, Te Lowell, Ho- 

(2,600; 35-44) $14,000 Country esert $13,500 bart Cavanaugh, DuBarry,’ WR. 
High. $28,100 ake a $15,000 $12,500 V irginia Hammond, Herbert Bun- 
Low.. 4,500 Chance’ (‘Artists and ston, ‘Dr. Monica, WB. ‘ 

on stage) Models’ Drue ,Layton, ‘Charlie Chan's 
— (Vaude) -|__On stage) ~ | "—. — a a Jean Parker, ‘0 e 
LYRIC Meanest Gal Hips, Hooray Eskimo Frightened | 18," Met’ om Parker, ‘Oper 
megs $6,500 =| $5,500 $7,000 Ayty Shirley Ross, ‘Hollywood Party,’ 
ion 2'900 : Metro. 

Ow... a —— : . . Noel Madison, Muriel Evans, 

KEITH’S Dark Hazard. Massacre Fashions Fashions ‘Manhattan Melodrama,’ Metro. 
(1,500; 30-40) $4,800 | $5,500 $10,500 $5,000 Marjorie Gateson, ‘Operatar 13,’ 

High. $22,100 (2d week) Metro. 

Low.. 3,200 Wedgewood Nowell, ‘Cleopatra’, 
Par, and ‘Hell Bent for Love’, Col. 
MINNEAPOLIS Lawrence Hazard Scripting ‘Sat- 
sateen —— | Urday’s Children’, WB. 
Feb. 8 wy Feb. 15 Feb. 22 : Mar. 1 Marjorie Lytell, ‘Party’s Over’, 

STATE House on Roman Scandals Going ol. 3 

(2,200; 25-35-40) 66th St. Scandals $5,500 Hollywood Jane Darwell, ‘A Night of Love’, 
High. $28,000 $4,000 | $14,000 $5,200 Col. 

Low.. 3,500 Ray Mayer, ‘Call It Luck,’ Fox. 
“AbDBL.2. SS ..... 2. eee SS r 

ORPHEUM Convention Hips, Hooray |Man’s Castle Fashions Sumner Getchel, Jack Norton, Ann 
(2,890; 25-85-55) City 6,5 $18,000 $4,500 Brody, ‘Money Means Nothing’, 
High. $25,000 $7,500 (Morton Mono, : 
Low.. 2,200 (New Prices) | Downey George Marion, Jr., scripting un- 

! on stage) titled football yarn, Par. 
ee ———— — Se > ar peer yee ’ ~Ped ht 

LYRIC Advice to | Last Sons of Girls in Boat Ruth Cumings, scripting ‘For- 
(1,300- 20-25) Lovelorn Roundup Desert 2,0 Saking All Others’, MG. : 

High. $17,000 $2,500 $4,000 $4,000 (6 days) , Hdward Earle, Practical Joker’, 
ow..__1,200 Rosita Moreno, ‘Don Cossack’, 

TY Fox, 

ka KANSAS CI : Joe Morrison, ‘Grease Paint’, Par, 
aor Feb. 8 | Feb. 15 | __ Feb. 22 — Mar. 1 _ _ Patricia Ellis, ‘Beware of Imita- 

MIDLAND Eskimo Side of Christina Cat and = tions’, WB. 

(4,000; 25) $10,000 Heaven $13,500 Fiddle clare Kumner, adapting Her 
High. $35,000 $9,000 $12,000 Master's Voice’, Par. 

Low.. 5,100 Charley Grapewin, ‘Gypsy Melody’, 
~ a. = oo * Ee - ry Fox. 

MAIN- Invisible {Two Worlds | Man’s Castle Fashions ; i 
STREET an | $14,000 $18,000 $6,000 me.  Flonatiey. Mary )piaciaren, 
(3,200; 25-40) $15,000 = (Kate ‘Smith | ("Take a (6 days) Torn crs: ‘Dames’, WB. 

High. $35,000 (New Prices), on stage) Chance’ on Torben Meyer, ‘World Moves On’, 
Low.. 3,700 (Vaude) stage) Fox. 

(60 Million Wallace Ford ‘Money Means Noth- 

Frenchmen’ | ing’, Mono. 

on stage) Leo Carrillo, ‘Manhattan Melo. 
gg ——— pare eee  i~eee EEE ee , ~~ >» « a ’ 

NEWMAN | Fane’s Baby Nellie Search for | Good Dame arama’, Frances Thew, Operator 13’, 

(1,800; 25) I $8,000 Beauty $6,000 Shirley Ross to sing, Joan Gail to 
High. $33,000 (New Prices), $6,000 dance, ‘What Price Jazz,’ Fiorito 
Low.. 4,000 ” aa short, Metro 

—S— — es ; - aca acs 
UPTOWN Was a Spy | Carolina ooross $3,200 Pon ttodore von Eltz, ‘Call It Luck’, 
(2,040; 25-40) $2,000 $6,900 ountry - 3 
; i Ray Schrock, treating ‘A Man I 
= days) | (9 days) 2.500 Knew’. Par. 
MONTREAL Ann Dvorak, subs. Margaret Lind- 
Say, ‘Old Doll's House,’ WB. 
Feb. 8 ’ Feb. 15 Feb. 22 Mar. 1 Howard Langley, George Webb, 

BA ~ 7 io | — a * ‘Witching Hour, Par. 

ati, Go — Ky ts and ” en Joseph Schildkraut, ‘Cleopatra,’ 
High. $18,000] Day of and Disraeli All of Me | Par. 

Low.. 6,500] Reckoning sigma Ch; $9,000 $8,000 anal Boon pworth, Roscoe Ates, 
$8,000 $7,500 ; ‘Canal Boy,’ Par. 
(New Price) | Jed Prouty, June Brewster, ‘Pri- 
“Gapivar— |e Dinner | Down to Rie | ae —— | vere Scandal,’ Par, 

“eve Ot eine, none mown Se Tile Cristina Edward Keane, ‘Old Doll's House, 
High. $90,000 $9,000 * oe Tucker, “Hollywood Party,’ 

“Loewe Fane’s Baby Women in | Girl in Boat | After Toni ht R 

n iris in Boa er Toni Reginald Barlow, ‘Alias the Dea- 

(3,200; 65) $10,500 His Life $9,000 $9,000 ° leon’ 1 “> ” ss ™ 

| High. $18,000 (Vaude) $10,000 Howard Lang. ‘Witching Hour’ 
jLow.. 5500) npiadibe ee Se Par, 

PRINCESS |Gallant Lady Lady | Falling for Nana | Virgir Howell, ‘Double Door,’ 
| (1,900; 50) and and You $10,000 | Par 

High. $25,000 Without Room and | Ivan Simpson, World Moves On,’ 
Low.. 3,500 Room $6,000 Man from x 

$9,000 (2d week) Toronto ! Egon ] recher, ‘Many Happy Re- 

$8.000 }turns,’ Par. 
————————— , ———— Randolph Scoit replaces Raymond 
(Continued On page 27) i Millara, ‘Great Magoo,’ Par, ; 
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ALEXANDER KORDA'S i alee 






is now in its 5th big week on Broadway!. 


PRODUCTION OF 
reached “smash proportions’ easily in 


CATHERINE | 
tat Baltimore! (Variety) 


2 Re Sern “equalled ‘Henry VIII‘ which was tops” 





ee 
in New Haven! (Variety) 





G CAT cs “highly profitable session with critical 
sa raves untopped for years” in Pittsburgh! 
with (Variety) 

DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS, Jr. 


ELIZABETH BERGNER 


Directed by PAUL CZINNER 


Released thru UNITED ARTISTS 
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Hollywood Productions 





Week of March 19 


(Pictures now filming, or about to start, are listed below alphabetically 


by studios. 


Fox 
‘World Moves On’ 
(6th week) 
D—John Ford 
A—Reginald Berkeley 
C—Geo. Schneiderman 
Cast: 


Madeleine Carroll 
Franchot Tone 
F. Schumann-Heink 
Raul Roulien 
Reginald Denny 
Siegfried Rumann 
Stepin Fetchit 
Brenda Fowler 
Marcella Corday 
Barry Nerton 
Dudley Digges 
Frank Melton 
Russell Simpson 
Halliwell Hobbes 
Ivan Simpson 
Jose Mojica 
Lumsden Hare 
Walter McGrail 
Charles Bastin 
Louise Dresser 
Frank Maran 
Geo. Irving 
‘Now V'll Tell’ 


(4th week) 
D—Edwin Burke 
A—Mrs. Arnold Rothstein 

Edwin Rurke 
C—Ernest Palmer 
Cast: 

Spencer Tracey 

Alice Fave 

Helen Twelvetress 

Hobart Cavanaugh 

G. P. Huntley, Jr. 

Robert Gleckler 

Ray Cook 

Frank Marlowe 

C. Hummel Wilson 

Theodore Newton, 


‘Change of Heart’ 


(4th week) 
D— John Blystone 
A—Kathleen Norris 
Sonya, Levien 
James Gleason 
C—Hal Mohr 
Cast: 
Janet Gaynor 
Charies Farrell 
James Pun 
Ginger Rezers 
Beryl Mercer 
Gustav von Seyffertitz 
Irene Franklin 
Fiske O'Hara 
James Darwell 
Nella Walker 
Drue Layton 
Kenneth Thomson 
Mary Carr 


‘Springtime for Henry’ 


(4th week) 
D—Frank Tuttle 
A—Benn Levy 

Keane Thompson 
Frank Tuttle 
C—John Seitz 
Cast: 
Otto Kruger 
Nancy Carrall 
Heather Angel 
Herbert Mundin 
Nigel Bruce 


Jr. 


‘Merry Andrew’ 
(2nd week) 
D—David Butler 
A—Lewis Beach 


Kubee Glasmon 
Wm, Conselman 
Henry Johnson 
C—Arthur Miller 
Cast: 
Will Rogers 
Peggy Wood 
Mary Carlisle 
Paul Harvey 
Frank Melton 
Roger Imhof 
Robert Taylor 


‘Call It Luck’ 


(ist week) 
D—James Tinling 
Cast: 

Herbert Mundin 
Pat Paterson 
INTERNATIONAL 


(Willis Kent) 
‘Murder in the Museum’ 
(2nd week) 
D—Melville Shyer 
A—E. B. Crosswhite 
C—James Diamond 
Cast: 
Henry B. Walthall 
John Harron 
John Elliott 
Phyllis Barrington 
Tom O’Brien 
Joseph Girard 
Symona Boniface 


METRO 
‘Sadie McKee’ 


(9th week) 
D—Clarence FPrown 
A—Vina Delmar 

John Meehan 
C—Oliver Marsh 
Cas: 

Joan Cre-. ford 

Franchot Tone 

Esther Ralston 

Jean Dixon 

Edward Arnold 

Akim Tamiroft 

Gene Austin 

Leo White 

Leo Carroll 

Earl Oxford 

‘Operator 13’ 

(5th week) 
D—Richard Boleslavsky 
A—Robert W. Chambers 
C—George Folsey 
Cast: 

Marion Davies 
Gary Cooper 
Douglas Dumbrille 
Katherine Alexander 
Ted Healy 

Russell Hardie 

Mills Brothers 

Willard Robertson 

Belle Daube 

Reginald Barlow 

Francis McDonald 

Jay Lloyd 

Fuzzy Knight 

Henry Wadsworth 

Jean Parker 

Marjorie Gateson 

Walter Lange 

Wade Boutelier 


“Manhattan Melodrama’ 


(3rd week) 
D—W. S. Van Dyke 
A—Arthur Caesar 


Oliver H. P. Garrett 
C—James Howe 
Cast: 


Symbols are: 


Wm. Powell 
Clark Gable 
Myrna Loy 
Nat Pendleton 
Muriel Evans 
Tommy Jackson 
Isabel Jewell 
‘Treasure Island’ 
(ist week) 


D—Victor Fleming 
A—Robert Louis Stevenson 
John Lee Mahin 
Cast: 
Wallace Beery 
Jackie Cooper 
‘Barretts of Wimpole Street’ 


(ist week) 
D—Sidney Franklin 
A—Rudolf Besier 
Cast: 

Norma Shearer 
Charles Laughton 
Maureen O'Sullivan 
Ferdinand Munier 
METROPOLITAN 

(Monogram) 

‘Money Means Nothing’ 

(ist week) 
D—Christie Cabanne 
A—Wm. Anthony McGuire 

Francis Hyland 
C—Hobert Planck 
Cast: 

Maidel Turner 

Vivian Oakland 

Wallace Ferd 

Gloria Shea 

Betty Biythe 

Edward Tamblyn 

‘Blue Steel’ 

(ist week) 


D-—R. N. Bradbury 
A—R. N. Bradbury 
Cast: 
John W:ycre 
G2-rge Hayes 
Yakima Canutt 


PARAMCUNT 
‘Witehing Hour’ 
(Sr werl:) 
D—Henry Tiathoweoy 
A—Augustus Thomas 
Salisbury Field 


C—DBea Reynolds 

Cast: 
Tom Prown 
Judith Allen 
John Halliday 
ftichard Carie 
Sir Guy Standing 
Olive ‘Teil 
John Larkin 
Ralf Harolde 
lrank Sheridan 
Purnell Pratt 
Wm. Frawley 
Henry B. Walthall 
Robert Littlefield 


Gertrude Michael 
Ferdinand Gottschalk 
‘Deublte Door’ 
(3rd week) 
D—Charles Vidor 
A—Elizabeth McFadden 
C—Harry Fischbeck 
Cast: 
Kent Taylor 
Evelyn Venable 
Mary Morris 
Anne Revere 
Sir Guy Standing 
Virginia Howell 
Frank Dawson 
Helen Shipman 
Leonard Carey 
Halliwell Hobbes 
Colin Tapley 
Ralph Remiley 
Burr Caruth 
‘Thirty Day Princess’ 
(4th week) 
D—Marion Gering 
A—C. Budington Kelland 
Edwin Justus Mayer 
Preston Sturges 


C—-Leon Shamroy 
Cast: 
Sylvia Sidney 
Cary Grant 


Kaward Arnold 
Vince Barnett 

Ray Walker 
Edgar Norton 
Henry Stephenson 
Marguerite Namara 
George Baxter 
Lucien Littlefield 
Robert McWade 
Eleanor Wesseihoeft 
Robert Homans 
Wm. Augustin 

Ed. Dearing 
Bruce Warren 
Dick Rush 

J. Merrill Holmes 


‘We're Not Dressing’ 


(19th week) 
D—Norman Taurog 
A—Walton Hall Smith 

S. Morehouse Avery 
c—Charles Lange 
Cast: 

Bing Crosby 

Carole Lombard 

George Burns 

Gracie Allen 

Ethel Merman 

Leon Errol 

Jay Henry 

Raymond Milland 

‘It Ain't No Sin’ 


(2nd week) 
D—lLeo McCarey 
A—Mae West 
C—Karl Struss 
Cast: 
Mae West 
Roger Pryor 
Johnny Mack Brown 
Katherine DeMille 
John Miljan 
James Donlan 
Stuart Holmes 
Harry Woods 
Fdward Gargan 
Frederick Burton 
Augusta Anderson 
Duke Ellington’s Band 
‘Little Miss Marker’ 


(2nd week) 
D—Alexander Hall 
A—Damon Runyon 


Joseph Moncure March 
C—Al Gilks 
Cast: 
Adolphe Menjou 
Dorothy Dell 
Charles Bickford 
Shirley Temple 
Lynn Overman 


Frank McGlynn, Sr. 
Jack Sheehan 
Gary Owen 

Willie Best 

Puggy White 

Sam Hardy 


D—Director, A—Author, C—Cameraman.) 


Edward Earle 
John Kelly 
Warren Hymer 
Edward Arnold 
‘Cleopatra’ 
(2nd week) 
D—Cecil B. DeMille 
A—Bartlett Cormack 
Waldemar Young 
Vincent Lawrence 
C—Victor Milner 
Cast: 
Claudette Colbert 
Henry Wilcoxon 
Warren William 
Ian Keith 
Gertrude Michael 
Irving Pichel 
Chas. Middleton 
Clay Clement 
Cc. Aubrey Smith 
Leonard Mudie 
Eleanor Phelps 
John Rutherford 
Edward Maxwell 
Robert Warwick 
‘Canal Boy’ 
(Ist week) 


D—Ralph Murphy 
A—Forrest Halsey 
Clara Beranger 
Casey Robinson 
Cast: 


Dorothy Wilson 
Alisen Skipworth 
‘Great Megoo’ 
(1st week) 
D—Wesley Ruggles 
A—RBen Hecht 
Gene Fowler 
Cast: 
Jack Oakle 
Fen Bernie 


Dorothy Dell 
Arline Judge 
Alison Skipworth 


Roscoe Karns 
Raymend Milland 
Wm. Fr: wiley 
RAD10 
‘Human Bordage’ 
(Sth week) 
D—John Croiawe!! 
A—Sommerset Moughan 
Lester Cohen 
C—Henry Gerard 
Cast: 
Leslie Howard 
Betty Davis 
Reginald Denny 
Alan Haile 
Reginald Owen 
Frances Dee 
Reginald Sheffield 
‘Stinvaree’ 
(3th week) 
Wellman 
A—E. W. Hornung 
Becky Gardner 
C—-James Van Trees 
Cast: 
Richard Dix 
Irene Dunne 
Mary Boland 
Andy Devine 
Una O'Connor 
Conway Tearle 
Henry Stephenson 
Snub Pollard 
‘Green Mansions’ 
(Ist week) 
D—Ernest Schoedsack 
A—John Baiderston 
Cast 


D—Wm. 


Unassigned 
‘Family Man’ 


(Ist week) 
D—John Robertson 


A—Harry Hervey 
Cast: 
Richard Dix 
Barbara Kent 


‘Sour Grapes’ 
(ist week) 
D—Worthington Miner 
Geo. Nicholls 
A—Ernest Pascal 


Brook 
‘Great American Harum’ 
(lst week) 
D—Bill Seiter 
A—Halpern Bros. 
Cast: 
Marion Dix 
Pert Kelton 
SENNETT 
(Mascot) 
‘Lost Jungle’ 
(5th week) ad 


D—David Howard 
Armand Schaeffer 
A—Victor Zabel 
W. Gittens 


Barney Sarecky 
C—Alvin Wykofft 
Cast: 

Clyde Beatty 

Syd Saylor 

Cecelia Parker 

Edward LeSaint 

Warner Richmond 

Wheeler Oakman 

Chas. Whitaker 

Max Wagner 

Jim Corey 

Maston Williams 

Jack Carlyle 

Crauford Kent 

Less Warner 

Lou Meehan 

Wally Wales 

Budd ine 

Ernie Adams 

UNITED ARTISTS 

(20th Century) 

‘Head of The Family’ 

(3rd week) 
D—Sidney Lanfield 
A—Katherine Clugston 

Leonard Praskins 
C—Barney McGill 
Cast: 

George Arliss 

Edna May Oliver 

Janet Beecher 

Charles Henry 

Ralph Morgan 

Edward Ellis 

Frank Albertson 

Rafaela Ottiano 

Donald Meek 

Joseph Cawthors 
‘Bulldog Drummond Strikes 

Back’ 

(4th week) 
D—Roy Del Ruth 
A—H. C. MecNeille 
C—Peverell Marley 
Cast: 

Ronald Colman 
Loretta Young 
Warner Oland 
Charles Butterworth 
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PICTURES VARIETY 27 : 
nosmned =a : 
f 
COAST IATSE FOTOGS | : ; 
compar alive Gr OSSES f or rebdruary | 
PLAN STRIKE QUIZ i 
= + if 
Hollywood, March 19, (Continued from page 25) ' 
International Photographers, Lo- 
cal 659, IATSE, has called general NEW HAVEN 
nemarehip meeting for Sunday __Feb.8 | Feb. 15 Feb. 22 _ Mar. 1 
(25), following presentation of peti- PARA- Frightened | Search for | Six of Kind | Two Worlds “ 
tion to executive board of the or- MOUNT People Beauty and and ae 
ganization asking for the meeting. (2,348; 35-30) and and Flaming Gold No More : 
Signatories to the petition, which | High. $21,000 Wine, Last Roundup $5,000 Women : ; 
contained names of 30 members,|4°w-- 2,600 ee $4,800 $5,009 i, 
were silent as to their reasons for ; : : : oe ee 
asking for the emergency meeting, on nek "as hes roe Corns an Sone ea te 
but it is known that members ge€n- | High. $20,000| Blood Money| Fall in Love | To Every ee 
erally are dissatisfied with progress | Low.. 4,200 $7,000 $8,900 Woman it 
for reorganization of the union to hae! $11,000 A 
date, and are ready to ask plenty of| SHERMAN | Easy to Love Beloved Cross Madame Spy ] 
questions on inside of every move High. $16,000 ‘ st - a 4 Country Fr — - 
made by heads of the organization, | '9"- ’ oe oF Aces | Cark mazar or ~ iw 
starting from time of calling the Low.. 1,500 $3.600 | 96.708 tad =e = 
strike last summer. = ——— = B} 
: BIRMINGHAM +a 
eee cate ee ew aD aces Cater 1 
, Feb. 8 Feb. 15 Feb. 22 Mar. 1 _ eee 
Lindsey Boss “ALABAMA. Dinner | Down to Rio | All of Me Search for 4 
(2,800; 80-35-40 $11,500 $10,000 and Beauty ee 
a High. $29,000 Fugitive and 
(Continued from page 5) Low.. 3,500 Lovers Six of Kind 
complairts now on file would take ___- $5,500 $5,000 7 
a year to settle, he said. STRAND Ace of Aces |Last Roundup| Prizefighter | Blood Money ; 
Creel and Charles H. Cunning-| — (800: 25 $1,500 $1,300 $1,000 $1,000 
ham, loca! NRA office manager, who oh baa 4 
has been investigating the code en- ed ee —__ 
’ ; EMPIRE Son of Sailor Goodbye World Fall in Love 
forcement situation for several 1.100: 23) $2,000 Again Changes $1,800 . 
months, heard a procession of wit- High. $12,000 $1,400 $1,900 S 
nesses at the probe of the commit-| Low.. 800 ees Fs ‘A J 
tees’ inactivity. 13 
Among them were Dick L’Es- PORTLAND ORE. re 
trange, member of the labor com- : = 
mittee who had come in from a San Feb. 8 Feb. 15 Fel, 22 ar. 1 , 
I-sncisco executive session of the #44 ae _———— or wd Beloved “ar 
State Federationu of Labor on the High * $21,000 moon | Big Shot Senn of . 
same train with Creel; Lew C. G.|/Low.. 2,500/ Last Roundup. $4.900 Pennet Ts 
Blix, of Lecal 37, IATSE; Attorney $3.900 {| $4,300 & 
Eugene Marcus of Hollywood Pic- |” UNITED Moulin Rouge! Eskimo Gallant Christina Fe 
ture Players, and Mrs. Herta Rein- ARTISTS $4,300 $3,400 Lady $7,600 
ach, J. Buckley Russell and Fred|_ (1.600; 25-40) $4,200 
Williams of that organization; Al- eg 615.590 
lan Gareio of M. P. S ting and | =OW-- = | - , 
aka iy printer and sadncthant dame ORIENTAL | Headquarters Cross Big Fatal to 
wxtra Pay > é ‘ (2,500; 25-35) $2,600 Country Shakedown Women & 
bers of extra organizations and la- High. $24,000 and and and i= 
bor bodies. Low.. 800 { Were Free | Easy to Love| Son of Kong ‘3 
Marcus was in a huddle with the $3,350 __ $1,800 $1,950 i 
NEA officials for several hours. Is oy 
understood to have written a polite SEATTLE E y 
but blistering letter on the extra A 
situation to Creel and Cunningham, FIFTH AVE rob. 8 ree 8 feb. 2 Mar : es 
promising to provide NRAS Pix! (2,400; 5-0) $6,300. $6,900 $6,300 H'wood 4s 
code enforcement with a _ legal High. $26,000 (24 week) | $6.800 cro 
backstop through early court action|Low.. 2,800 * 
if enforcement of extra protection ROXY Without Cradle Song 335 
doesn’t click soon. (2,300; 15-25) Room and a. 
Creel and Cunningham issued a| High. $22,500 _and Hold That DARK a 
joint statement ciearing the com-|lLow.. 3,600 — A a es ase ee 
mittees of responsibility for delay $3,800 (New Low) 3 
ee ee es ae Sons of | Women in | Six of Kind | All of Me d 
come to town to get action on the MOUNT Desert His Life $6,200 $6,600 4 
complaints regardless of who or] (8,106; 20-30) $6,600 $6,100 # 
what was halting action. As had| High. $21,000| (Vaude) ke 
been expected for several weeks,|Low.. 1,600 , } ; a 
Creel at the same time announced LIBERTY oe al aia Hatt pe i 
turning all pix fuzzling over to 900; 25- an = , an arena yw 
Lindsey and wetting together wit, | High. $12,000] Horse Play |King of Wild| Fury of and f 
ip ye “|Low.. 2,100 $4,200 Horses Jungle Carnival 3 
Cunninghhm and Lindsey on office (New Prices) $4,100 $3,300 Lady : 
setup and authority. ; $3,700 & 
Screen Writers Guild injected) MUSIC BOX|Gallant Lady Lady Lost Patrol Nellie i} 
another delay beef into the visit, (900; 25-35) $4,800 $2,900 $2,200 $2,200 244 
when Ralph Block and Oliver H. P.| High. $17,000 (24 week) ci 
Garrett gave Creel an earful of | Low.. 2.000 . ZS 
secriveners’ troubles just before his iF 
departure and urged early appoint- TACOMA 
ment of the writer-producer five- Feb. 8 Feb. 15 Feb. 22 Mar. 1 = 
five code committee. MUSIC BOX| House on 56/} Duck Soup Convention | Gallant Lady a 
eo (1,400; 25-85) St. 3,900 City $2,600 bite: 
Hiah. $10,500 and | and (5 days) ef! 
RKO SETS POLLY MORAN Low.. 1,000! Son of Sailor Dark crammed i 
Hollywood, March 19. pom | ”- ad 
Polly Moran has been signed by —~ ’ 7 Te ga ; ; Re 
Radio for featured spot in ‘Down to| ,, ROXY,., po | fe my Wry B wsen-P FE 
Their Last Yacht.’ High. 7,000 (24 week) and $3,200 34 | 
Lou Brock produces the filmusical | Low.. 2,000 Ladies Pee 
which Paul Sloane directs, Behave i 
$3,100 we 
Una Merkel C—Geo. Robi . Poodles Hanneford , 4 Ae 
C."“Aubrey Smith weet) . le Alfred ae Ainsworth Morgan Aids 4 : 
rthur ° erton urchill ornest arke ° ‘ r i * 
George Regas Joel McC Donald Dilloway YiISS Lo La oe 
Ethel Grifies Sally Bese Gordon Evans M vett on Fox dy 7 
Mischa Auer ‘ Mickey Rooney Horry Wea Hollywood, March 19. 5 i 
ougias Gerrar onunie Cosby cat 
Halliwell Hobbes ena aoe : John Sheehan Ainsworth Morgan, recently at Ae f 
E. Clive das week) 7 Ss a. Rtadio, where he scripted his novel, a 
UNIVERSAL, ».4s ene Sean Suman ‘Man of Two Worlds,’ is on the Fox z£ 
— cn hfiene Marker Chases Wilson writing pay roll. by =e 
ord wee Kathry n Scola see eran He is collaborating with Josephine ; # 
D—Ead 1" C—Arthur Ed Wm. Davidson a “ ig: ke 
y ee maste” Cast ‘ . ws fed ‘Triends of Mr. Sweeney’ Lovett on ‘She Was a Lady,’ next q 
for Helen Twelvetrees. 


C—John Mestall 
Cast: 
Boris Karloff 
Bela Lugosi 
Jacqueline Wells 
David Manners 
‘Humbug’ 
(2nd week) 
D—Max Marcin 
A—Max Marcin 
C—Gil Warrenton 
Cast: 
Gloria Stuart 
Nils Asther 
Paul Kelly 
Alan Dinehart 
‘Little Man, What Now’ 
(2nd week) 
D—Frank Borzage 
A—Wm. Anthony McGuire 
C—Norman Brodine 
Cast 
Margaret Sullavan 
Douglass Montgomery 
‘Alias the Deacon’ 


(2nd week) 
D—Kurt Neumann 
A—John B. Hymer 





Leroy Clemens 


Aline MacMahon 
Guy Kibbee 
Hugh Herbert 
Helen Lowell 
Frankie Darro 
Allen Jenkins 
Joan Wheeler 
James Bush 
Gordon Westcott 
Louise Beavers 
Harry Beresford 
Maidel Turner 
Harry Bradley 
Ethel Wales 
Ed Keane 
Charles Coleman 
Joan Sheldon 
Ivan Linow 
Michael Visaroff 
‘Circus Clown’ 
(6th week) 
D—Ray Enright 
A—Bert Kalmar 
Harry Ruby 
Tom Buckingham 
C—Sid Hickox 
Cast: 
Joe E. Brown 
Patricia Ellis 
Dorothy Burgess 
Gordon Westcott 





(ith week) 
D—Edward Ludwig 
A—Elmer Davis 

Warren Duff 


Sidney Sutherland 
C—Ira Mir an 
Cast: 


Charles Ruggles 
Ann Dvorak 
Eugene Pallette 
Kathryn Sergava 
Harry Beresford 
Berton Churchill 
Wm. Davidson 
Harry Tyler 
‘Old Doll's House’ 
(ist week) 
D—Alan Crosland 
A—Damon Runyon 
Warren Duff 
C—Wm, Rees 
Cast: 
Richard Barthelmess 
Margaret Lindsay 
Helen Loweli 
Gordon. Westcott 
Phillip Reed 
Joan Wheeler 
Harry Tyler 








Rush Pete Smithers 


Hollywood, March 19. 

Pete Smith is rushing production 
on three more Goofy Movies, Metro 
single reels, to meet exchanges’ de- 
mand for more of the series. ; 

Success of ffirst three Goofy 
Movies released in this country has 
resulted in Metro decision to make 
German, French and Spanish ver- aus 
sions of each picture in the group. 





Sally Blane in “Deacon” 
Hollywood, March 19. 
Sally Blane, instead of Patricia 
Ellis, gets femme lead in ‘Alias the 
Deacon’ at Universal. 
Miss Ellis, on loan from Warners, 
gets another assignment. 











VARIETY Teeeday. March 20, 1934 


28 B3 cane SEAS 
eee Ann arpa 


. Oo MERI coe — 
Mareen S:- ManreN eee Sere 2 
. =e Se 
~ Sar 


; 


























SEETCAE eR 





Biiverr ect 


seat aie! 





ai a % y 
NORM N Nes PORPERAOSEE RD Pence spay fi a 
? ‘ as . 








NATIONAL ADVERTISING 10 pro-solt this showman: 


ship special to the thirty-four-and-one-half million 
followers of America’s favorite comic strip, will be 


started this week by W A H N F K 4 K 0 $. 


Vitagraph, tnc., Distributors 
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Market 





(Continued from page $8) 


the publication of its report for 39 
weeks showing a net profit of nearly 
a million and a half as compared 
with a staggering loss in 30 previ- 
ous weeks. Stock climbed to 16% 
where it was only about a point 
away from year’s high and closed 
for a net gain of three-quarters. 
Good buying is said to have come 
into market for this issue. 


Bond market was consistently 
much stronger all week than stocks, 
Theater liens reflected this, and two 
issues went to new highs and others 
approached their °'34 high levels. 
Loew's °41, showing a net gain of 
two points on the week, registered a 
new high at 98%. RKO debentures 
also climbed to a new to> at 41 on 
small volume. These bonds showed 
a net gain of seven points, biggest 
increase of any amusement company 
obligation. Pathe ’37 went to 93% 
or off a quarter from the year’s 
peak. 

Par-Fam-Lasky °47 bonds went to 
50 for a net gain of 4%4 while the 
certificates of this issue gained four 
points to 50. Here the certificates 
were at year’s high. Par-Pub ’59 
certificates also equalled high for 
1934 at 50 and up 3% points net. 
Par-Pub ’59 bonds gained 4% points 
and closed at 50, off half a point 
from its high. Keith ’46 and War- 
ner ’39 also neared their highs dur- 
ing the week, both showing good 
gains. 

Following closely on heels of two 
favorable reports by Pathe Ex- 
change and Consolidated Film In- 
dustries, report of Fox Film Corp. 


report added additional friends to 
the group looking on film issues 
with increasing favor. It indicated 


that picture companies, all along 
the line, are putting their financial 
houses in order to reap greatest 
benefits when business shows sus- 
tained pick up. 

Fox report showed that from 
April 1, effective date of reorgani- 
zation, to end of 1933, company had 
profit of $1,410,795, compared with 
net loss for 40 weeks ended Dec. 31, 
1932, of $7,595,100. Statement, the 
first annual report since company 
reorganization, covered 39 weeks. 
Reported earnings for 1933, based 
on outstanding Class A and B 
stocks, equalled 58c. a share, of 
which $1,080,015 or 44c. a share was 
earned during last quarter of year. 
Balance sheet showed $18,264,086 
current assets, including $5,031,932 
cash against current liabilities of 
$3,910,292. Report said company 
has no bank loans. 

Sidney R. Kent, president, in an- 
nouncing report stated management 
felt company had_ successfully 
weathered a most critical period 
and looked forward with confidence 
to gradual steady improvement in 
financial. strength and _ earning 
power. 

Preliminary report for Universal 
Pictures Co., Inc., showed net loss 
of $1,016,893 for year ended Oct. 28, 
compared with net loss of $1,250,283 
in preceding year. 

Another company coming through 
with a favorable report was East- 
man Kodak. Net income of $11,- 


119,044 was shown, equivalent, after 
preferred dividends, to $4.76 a share 


compared with $6,058,748 or $2.52 a* 


common share for 1932. Cash on 
hand at end of 1933 is reported at 
$17,276,785 compared with $9,118,176 
at end of 1932. 

Westinghouse report did not make 
such good reading although more 
favorable than previous year. yet 
loss reported to be $8,636,841 com- 
pared with net loss of $8,903,540 in 
1932. In addition to this net loss, 
company showed $5,004,025 was de- 
ducted from surplus, including $1,- 
036,555 for decline in securities 
and $3,201,760 adjustment on RCA 
stock distributed as dividend. 

Mild rally early Monday afternoon 
improved outlook for stocks but 


Tuesday and Wednesday proved to | 


be only a weak effort to follow this 
up. Despite Myron C. Taylor’s op- 
timistic report on business outlook, 
figures showed that U. S. Steel is 
still far in the red. With decline in 
steel operating rate this week, 
smart traders were not astonished 
when Steel slipped to its new low 
on current move. Unusually favor- 
able figures on electricity output 
and carloadings failed to attract a 
following either to utilities or rails. 
Rails improved towards close of 
week but best that can be said of 
them is that they were firm. Tues- 
day is day set for eastern roads to 
consider all-round reduction in pas- 
senger rates. If they are reduced 
to level of western roads as many 
think they will be, increase in busi- 
ness is anticipated. Tremendous 
improvement reported for Class I 
railroads. While they are not in 
black many, particularly in east, 
are within easy striking distance of 
some earnings. 

Washington conference indicates 
that plans are in progress to lend 
credit assistance to small indus- 
tries, thereby remedying defect in 
New Deal which has caused limited 
flow of credit from bankers to small 
concerns. However, the threat of 
big auto industry tie-up, labor dis- 
putes and uncertainty surrounding 
legislation in Washington has 
thrown cold water on any effort to 
drag market upwards. Break in 
silver and continued strength of 
bonds proved to be feature of week. 

Senior bond issues went into new 
high ground, Seemingly capital is 
being forced into bonds since out- 
look for most stocks is confusing at 
present. 

Defeat of St. Lawrence treaty in 
Senate in favorable market should 
have helped both rails and utilities. 
Utilities were improved early in 
week but neither these issues nor 
rails showed big improvement. Such 
reaction of these groups to this vote 
is plainly indicative of present mar- 
ket—no public interest and éxtreme 
caution on part of professional 
element. Many would expect stock 
market to follow bonds judging 
from past performances. Such may 
be ultimate outcome but it hardly 
can be expected while so much 
dynamite is lying around connected 
with labor situation, auto industry, 
wages and working hours and as 
long as much doubt shrouds out- 
come of numerous questions in 





Washington. 
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Renew Austro-German 
Film Exchange Pact 


Berlin, March 10. 
Film exchange agreement existing 
for many years between German 
and Austrian producers has been 
renewed until March 1, 1935. 
This ends discussions on the mat- 
ter, which had been accompanied 
by pessimistic comment in Vienna. 


Belgians Want 
Tax Money for 
1931 Business 


Paris, March 10. 

Question of Belgian turnover tax 
on rental money taken out of the 
country, which lay dormant for sev- 
eral years, is now buzzing again. 
Tax is theoretically 164%% on all 
cash going out, 

Belgian Government instituted the 
tax in 1930 and then did nothing 
about it for three years. Under 
their law they can start assessing 
three years after imposition, and at 
the end of last year they tried :o 
collect for the first time, for 1930. 
As far as is known, only one com- 
pany paid. 

Attitude of French Chambre Syn- 
dicale, expressed a few days ago, is 
that the tax is illegal. Belgian 
Chambre Syndicale backs them up 
in this. Meanwhile it is up to the 
Government to get the money if it 
can, and also to try to collect this 
year for the 1931 taxes. United ac- 
tion against it is expected. 

Question of Belgian refusal to ac- 
cept dubbing done in France is ly- 
ing dormant. French trade groups, 
however, are willing to accommo- 
date the Belgians by asking Gov- 
ernment to rule that dubbed ver- 
sions made in Belgium be admitted 
free to France, in return for same 
export privilege to Belgium. Catch 
is that no one in France would want 
to buy Belgian dubbing anyway, 
because of difference in accent and 
because Belgians can’t get best 
films, 

If the tax matter should become 
serious, American firms would be 
considerably bothered, because the 
money has already been sent to the 
United States and no reserves have 
been set aside for this 16%% sock 
in the nose. 


Mex Filmers Merge 


Mexico City, March 16. 

National Motion Picture Pro- 
duction Co., Mexico’s pioneer talker 
producer, and Central Cinematogra- 
fica have merged production in- 
terests. 

Announce that they will under- 
take making six features this year 
under the consolidation pact. 














| England 


Efftee, Austratian Pic Producers, 


Suspend; Blame 





Praskins Aids Lanfield 
On British Assignment 


Hollywood, March 19. 

Leonard Praskins has been re- 
leased temporarily by 20th Century 
to accompany Sidney Lanfield to 
where latter will direct 
and Praskins will script ‘Sons of 
Guns,’ musical production featuring 
Jack Buchanan and Lily Damita 
for British & Dominion. 

Lanfield and Praskins are on 
three months loan-out, leaving 
April 9, in line with Joseph M. 
Schenck’s alliafice of leading Eng- 
lish companies with United Artists 
through which ‘Sons of Guns’ will 
be released in this country. 


U.A. ALL OVER LONDON; 
6 WKS. FOR ‘CATHERINE’ 


London, March 10. 
United Artists will get six weeks 
out of ‘Catherine the Great,’ at 
the Leicester Square theatre. ‘Sor- 
rell and Son’ replaces picture third 


week in March, and is expected to 
stay three weeks. 

‘Roman Scandals,’ originally ex- 
pected to go to the Palace, follows 
‘Sorrell.’ Palace deal is off due to 
theatre having made arrangements 
for a new musical. ‘Scandals’ is 
expected to last for 10 weeks. 

Despite U.A. having a West End 
house, and shortly taking another 
=the London Pavilion—their posi- 
tion with Gaumont-British is pretty 
good. ‘Emperor Jones’ goes into the 
Marble Arch Pavilion (G.-B. house) 
after run of ‘Waltzes from Vienna,’ 
expected to stay till last week in 
March. ‘Nana’ goes to the Tivoli, 
another G.-B. house about the end 
of March. 

Lyn Farnol is due in a few days 
to start exploitation on ‘Scandals’ 
and ‘Nana.’ 











Tilley Out 
John Tilley, local comic, booked 
for British & Dominion film, ‘Giris, 
Please,’ was dropped after 12 days. 
Understood Tilley was engaged 
for three weeks, getting $5,000, 
which will have to be paid him. 
Sydney Howard, under contract 

with B.&D., replaces. 





Joyce’s Pickups 

Frank Joyce, of Joyce & Selznick, 
signed exclusively Elizabeth Berg- 
ner, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Dr. 
Paul Czinner, Merle Oberon, Olive 
Blakeney, Bernard Nedell, and Mar- 
celle Chantal before returning to 
New York. 








4.400 Wired Houses in Britain; 
W. E. Has 1,700, Brit.-Houston 800 





London, March 10, 
In the British Isles, today, there 
are around 4,600 theatres, of which 
4,400 are wired. These include 750 


replacements. Western Electric 
has the biggest number of wired 
houses, totaling around 1,700. Next 
is British-Thomson-Houston, with 
around 800. R. C. A, is third with 
just under 500, and British Ac- 
coustics (Gaumont-British) fourth, 
with about 430. 

General consensus of opinion is 
B. T. H. is about the best British 
machine on the market. This is 
emphasized by the fact that of the 
800 machines it has installed there 
have been only three replacements, 
while British Accoustics has lost 
about 26, with 17 of these replaced 
by W. E., which has close to 100 
machines in G-B theatres, most of 
them having been installed before 
the Ostrer Brothers became the 
heads of G-B. 

Of the smaller companies, British 
Talking Pictures (General Electric) 
heads the list with 313 of its or- 
iginal number of 408, 88 being lost 
to W. E. and seven to miscellaneous 
compaazies. 

Biggest loss was sustained by 
Edibel, a small disc equipment 
British concern, which originally 
had about 203 machines. Now has 





a mere 61 left, W. E. having grabbed 
44, with other companies account- 
ing for 98. 

Cinephone (Povrer’s) is anoth:« 
that suffered heavy losses. Com- 
pany was formed here with a 
flourish of trumpets and managed 
to get in around 84 machines. Num- 
ber has dwindled to less than 50%. 
Both Edibel an.1 Cinephone are un- 
derstood shortly winding up their 
affairs here, 

A. W. Harris, 8 small indie Eng- 
lish company, seems to hold its own 
fairly well, having been dis) 
sessed of 23 out of its original total 
of 146. That is mainly due to the 
cheapness of the system, which 
costs $2,500 and is used extensively 
by very small capacity houses. 

Biggest surprise is the Klan: 
(German) machine, which sued sev- 
eral American companies for in- 
‘ringement. Although the apparatus 
is used extensively in Germany, it 
only managed to place 11 in the 
English market, with the number 
dwindling to five, five being re- 
placed by W. E. and the odd one 
by another compeny. 


Rather ticklish point which is 


worrying the bigger companies to | 
some extent is what to do with} 


their extensive staffs when the the- 
atre field has reached saturation 
point, which it is approaching. 


7 


Lack of Gov't Aid 


By ERIC GORRICK 


Melbourne, Feb. 20. 

F. W. Thring, m.d. of Efftee Film 
Productions, says that the organiza- 
tion will suspend operations follow- 
ing the completion of ‘Clara Gibb- 
ings,’ due to finish shooting in four 
weeks. 
Thring says that the shutdown 
came about because of the possi- 
bility of the government of New 
South Wales restricting the erection 
of further theatres, Says, too, that 
the government is slow in offering 
protection to local producers. 
Efftee believed it wiser to shut 
down until a decision covering the 
industry is given by the Commis- 
sioner probing the film business, 
Thring states that he has two fin- 
ished pictures. At the present time, 
he is concentrating more on legit 
than pictures, 
Trade regards the Efftee move as 
a direct action forcing the govern- 
ment here to grant a quota for 
Australian pictures. G. T. officials 
say they have always been ready to 
play the Efftee product in their 
houses, with Hoyts and Greater 
Union open in the nabe districts. 
Indie exhibs also are willing to play 
local product, providing same meas- 
ures up to average in quality. 

Shutdown of Efftee will mean & 
heavy blow to the local industry. 

Some months ago, the Civic thea- 
tre opened in Sydney solely for the 
presentation of Australian pictures, 
and has continued that way. Thea- 
tre is under control of Associated 
Australian Producers and offers @ 
sure outlet for local productions. 





Probe Goes On 

Probe continues to drag along. 

From all branches in the amuseé- 
ment field men and women come to 
pour into the ears of the Commis- 
sioner their version as to how the 
amusement racket should be con- 
ducted. 

Chattering goes on daily and will 
probably continue in serial form un- 
til the interested parties are old and 


gray. 





deat Hurting Biz 

Hot weather is hurting somewhat, 
but trade on the whole is fairly 
high, ‘I Was a Spy’ (G-B), continues 
to get good trade and will stick. 
If I Were Free’ (Radio), dropped a 
little, but picked up again and has 
done well, ‘My Weakness’ (Fox), 
is to follow. ‘Way to Love’ (Par), 
not strong enough and has been re- 
placed with Design for a Living’ 
(Par). This one looks set for a run, 

Business very poor with ‘Two 
Minutes Silence,’ with picture out 
this week. ‘Right to Romance’ 
(Radio) goes into a third week, and 
‘Dancing Lady’ (M-«G), finishes a 
good run, Weekly trade set with 
‘Temple Drake’ (Par), ‘Mr. Skitch’ 
(Fox), ‘Captured’ (WB), and ‘Take 
a Chance’ (Par). 

In Melbourne trade is okay with 
‘I Was a Spy’ (GB), ‘A Ticket in 
Tatt’s,’ ‘Love on Wheels,’ ‘Berkeley 

















Square’ (Fox), ‘If I Were Free’ 
(Radio), and ‘The Masquerader’ 
(UA). 

Vaude Try 


Said that the Lyric, Sydney, sec- 
ond-release house, will try a family 
vaude policy soon with local acts. 
Stated that a scarcity of pictures 
responsible for the vaude idea. 


BRITISH FILM BIZ 
UPS IN AUSTRALIA 


Sydney, March 1. 
British pictures are forcing their 
way into theatres here now to a 
greater extent than ever. G-T will 
play British pics in Mayfair, Mel- 
bourne; Mayfair, Adelaide; and 
Prince of Wales, Sydney, besides 
several other houses over circuit. 
Public is noticed as going strongly 
for the British, and a big influx of 
pictures from England is expected 
within the next few months. 


Clark With G-B in N. Y. 


William Clark, former Australian 
g.m. for Paramount, may join Gaue- 
mont-Pritish in an executive capace- 
|ity in New York. 

Nothing set yet, but deal is une 














derstood in the making whereby 
|Clark would become an assistant to 
Arthur Lee, who heads G-B’s 


}American company. 








. a 
, 
te 

, t 
: 
& 

4 * 

x 





“RARE Ie gee 4s Hates 




















4 








Tuesday, March 20, 19 





VARIETY 











tt A anemeen aaeeieeaeteel 





























Tuesday, March 20, 1934 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 31 











— 





—_— 


Film Reviews 





THE QUITTER 


(Continued from page 16) 


the result that he loses both the 
sheet and the home, which he has 
ersuaded his mother to mortgage. 
t is bought back by Ed, recently 
returned, with money inherited from 
Zack, an old employee. 

Miss Dunn carries a heavy load, 
for the script has been tailored to 
her figure, somewhat to the detri- 
ment of the narrative. She makes 
the part believable. Charlie Grape- 


win gets limited chance as the 
father, and Bakewell manages to 


hold some sympathy for a very 
thankless assignment, with Glen 
Boles going nicely as the younger 
brother. Aggie Herring and Lafe 
McKee help with character bits, and 
Barbara Weeks is in now and then 
for a show, but not with much of a 
chance. 

More compact writing would pos- 
sibly have meant a different fate for 
this one. Chic. 


Screens Walfisch 


(‘The Black Whale’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, March 8. 


Riton production released by NDLS; 
gcript and direction, Fritz Wendhausen. 
Adapted from Marcel Pagnol’s ‘Fanny. 


Starring Emil Jannings, featuring Angela 
Salokker, Max Guelstorff, Franz Nicklisch, 
Margarete Kupfer, Kaethe Haack, Albert 
Florath Hans Richter, Willi Schaeffers, 
Karl Platen, Reinhold Gerstenberg. Cam- 
era, Emil Schuenemann. Ufa-Palace re- 
lease. Running time, 92 mins. 


Marcel Pagnol transposed to a 
German seaport. Not quite uni- 
form in quality but a good come- 








THE FAMOUS 
SANINE COMEDIAN 


PETE 


THE ORIGINAL 
“OUR GANG" ‘0G 








“Pete the ring-eyed dog of Our Gang 
comedies is the big feature of the variety. 
Pete has remarkable intelligence and pre- 
sents a series of unusual stunts.’’ 
PROVIDENCE NEWS-TRIBUNE. 


For Open Dates Write or Wire 
CHAS. V. YATES 


1560 Broadwey New York 




















“W-A-N-T-E-D 


ADVANCE MAN 





A $50,000 attraction playing large vaude- 
ville and picture theatres needs best ad- 
vance man in show business that can book. 
Must have car and know eastern territory. 
Write qualifications immediately. P. O. Bex 
175, Station G, N, Y. C. 








back for Emil Jannings. Film with- 
out him is nothing but overdone, 
small coast place atmosphere. 
Jannings has the lead throughout, 
even though stardom is claimed as 
an overcome antiquity in present 
German precauct. Admittedly, Jan- 
nings deesm't accentuate his su- 
penjorit hut even without effort 
he stands far above his surround- 
ings. 

It’s Pagnol’s story of a lad who 
runs away to sea and leaves his 
girl behind, she then awaiting a 
child. Back home he finds her mar- 
ried to a man thirty years her 
senior, who_loves the child as his 
own. Claims his child but the girl 
sticks to the man who gave the 
child its name. 

Jannings as the lad’s father, and 
innkeeper of the ‘Black Whale,’ has 
occasion to produce almost every 
one of the wide range of emotions 
he controls. Rough, bullying and 
brutal at times, he plays a good- 
natured and clumsy fellow, afraid 
to reveal his true feelings save at 
rare moments. A remarkable char- 
acter study imbued with real life, 
the climaxes without obtrusive 
preparations and free of unappro- 
priate Sentimentality. Those who 
feared for Jannings’ future may be 
sure that he still has his place in 
the front row. 

Angela Salokker, a novice, in the 
part of Fanny, has merits of in- 
tense expression but is unhappily 
linked with text which does not fit 
the daughter of a fishmonger. Franz 
Nicklisch in the part of the lad at 
sea is impeded by similar ineffici- 
encies of manuscript. Jannings evi- 
dently stood no nonsense and speaks 
the plain and unmistakable lan- 
guage of a mariners’ innkeeper. 

Setting shows a little too much 
paint and cardboard, with the ex- 
ception of some splendid high sea 
gale photos. 

Jannings’ 
worth while. 


LE SERMENT 
(‘The Pledge’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 


Arci production and fProtex release. Di- 
rection and.story by Abel Gance. No 
other credits, At Little Carnegie, N.. Y., 
week March 18. Running time, 95 mins. 


come-back makes _ it 
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best directors on the Continent. 

made pictures in France in the 
silent days that attracted world- 
wide attention. He still makes a 
film in France now 


this is one of them. It’s important, 


from a psychological standpoint, to} 


illustrate how far Gance has wan- 
dered from knowledge of what film 
making is all about. 


Why this picture should have 
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Artaua4d-lish-speaking audiences 
ft 


j Sides of the Atlantic—or anywhere 
Abel Gance was once one~of the else. ; 


and then; and} 


travelled across the ocean is beyond 
understanding. It's long-winded, 
badly acted and dull. It’s a highly 
dramatic story of a woman who is 
in love with her husband's brother. 
Before they can do anything about 
it the brother dies anc she has a 
lot on her mind. Hubby thinks it’s 
a different kind of situation, accuses 
her of having a lover and takes her 
child away from her. A couple of 
missing letters straighten things 
out, but not until the husband, the 
wife, the servants and the audience 
have suffered a lot. 

The acting is as bad as the story 


and the direction worse. Sound, 
also, is bad. 
No English titles, Kauf. 


Man Who Changed 


(‘Man Who Changed His Name’) 
(BRITISH MADE) 
London, March 10. 


Universal-Julius Hagen production, re- 
leased through Universal. Directed by 
Henry Edwards, In cast: Lyn Harding, 
Betty Stockfeld, Leslie Perrins Running 
time, 70 mins. Previewed Prince Edward 
theatre, London, March 1. 


Play of this name by Edgar Wal- 
lace was one of the best he ever 
wrote. Film adaptation by H. Fow- 
ler Mear is far superior in point of 
entertainment. Production by Julius 
Hagen, direction by Henry Edwards 
and the wholly competent cast, plus 
mechanical and technical detail, 
makes for one of the best program 
pictures ever produced in England, 
without the aid of massive produc- 
tion or stellar players. 

All the parts are played to a 
nicety. There are no individual out- 
standing hits, but fine team work. 
Even Ben Welden, usually cast for 
a violent theatrical gangster, acts 
like a human being. 

Nobody had to exaggerate. 
is too good and, as unfolded, there 
is suspense of the tensest— kind, 
without resorting at any time to 
violent, or even rapid, action. 

Lyn Harding as the lead, Betty- 
Stockfeld.as the principal woman, 
and Leslie Perrins as the ‘heayy,4 
make a trio difficult to duplicate in 
their respective roles. Miss Stock- 
feld is not the greatest actress in 
the world, but she is beautiful and 
competent. Lyn Harding is an actor 


Story 


who could almost put life into a 
character that had none. Perrins is 
a classy looking heavy. They all 


have something to do and to say, 
and everybody seems to be working 
a the general effect, and securing 
x 

Picture is certain to please Eng- 
on both 


Jolo. 





Frank Morgan Sued- 


Frances Robinson is suing Frank 
Mergan and the. William Morris 
agency for $1,000 accrued commis- 
sions because of Morgan’s Fox Film 
contract. Miss Robinson was his 
original agent, splitting commish 
with the Morris office. 

She alleges that Morgan there- 
after elected to freelance, thus get- 
ting out of his obligations to her, 
but that after a period of free- 
lancing he returned to the Morris 
agency exclusively and also back 
to the Fox lot as a contract player. 
Julian T. Abeles is her attorney. 


. 





BACON DIRECTS ‘DAMES’ 
Hollywood, March 19. 
Lloyd Bacon, instead of Archie 
Mayo, will direct ‘Dames,’ co-star- 


ring Ruby Keeler and Dick Powell 
at Warners. 
Switch made as Mayo, who is 


_cirecting ‘Dark Tower,’ will be tied 


}up on this job for several weeks. 





Andy Devine Back Home 
Hollywood, March 19. 
Having finished ‘Stingareé’. at 
Radio on loanout from~ Universal, 
Andy Devine is back on his home 


LJlot for ‘Black Cat.’ 
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ELAINE 


Variety of March 15, while at Paramount, 
New York, said: 

Elaine Arden, exotic satin clad 
Lenny Rubin, helped him a lot 
laug!s She has a trick of tossing her ab- 
omen in comic nip-ups that goes beyond any 
thing seen in snakehips.’’—Land. 


toogess for 





Appearing with Benny Rubin | 


NOW—at PARAMOUNT, Brooklyn, New York—NOW 4 


(Week March 16) 


in getting | 


ARDEN | 


Elaine Arden ts the Name 
“There is a girl at the Paramount theatre 


this week who will be heard from some day. 

Elaine Arden is her name and all the Greek 

comedians should get a load of her accent.’ 
The Skirt. 








Spine. tingler is in work . with 
Boris Karloff and Bela Lugosi, co- 
starred, under direction of Edgar 


- Ulmer. 





Contracts 


Hollywood, March 19 
Mona Barrie draws a new ticket 
at Fox, company exercising option. 
Conchita Montenegro signed by 
Fox to appear in four Spanish fea- 
tures for next season release. 








by Radio, 
title 


| less’ 
I titled Lawless Valley.’ 


Johnny Weissmuller’s option lift- 
ed on contract with Metro. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, March 19. 
‘Happy Landings’ new handle for 
‘Border Patrol,” Monogram feature. 
Paramount has set ‘Many Happy 
rg rd as release title for ‘Often 
Bridegroom,’ which has Burns 
ae Allen starred with the Guy 
Lombardo band in featured spot. 
‘Dover Road,’ recently completed 
will be released unde 
of ‘Where Lovers Meet’ 
Willis Kent's ‘Valley of the 
does an about face 





Law- | 





Buzzell’s ‘Lady’ 


Hollywood, March 19. 

Universal has bought the Octavus 
Roy Cohen Liberty mag _. serial, 
‘Transient Lady,’ which is to be di- 
rected by Eddie Buzzell, instead of 
‘Human Side.’ 

Latter will be given to Lowell 
Sherman, who will double chore as 
actor-director. 


MASCOT BOOSTS SKED 
TO 18 FOR ’35 SEASON 


Hollywood, March 19. 

Mascot Pictures plans enlarge- 
ment of its production slate for the 
1934-35 season, and will make 18 
features in addition to four serials 
for the independent market. 

Nat Levine’s company figures on 
three féature series to include six 
melodramas, six exploitation spe- 
cials and six westerns. Serial quar- 
tet will be continued for the new 
season. 


Seattle Voters Defeat 








Daylight Saving for 34 


Seattle, March 19, 
Seattle defeated daylight saving, 
tried here last year, but not liked, 
except by the outdoor bugs. 
Showmen fought the plan, as it 
meant a blow to the b.o. 





Shelves ‘Alien Corn’ 


Hollywood, March 19. 


RKO has postponed production on 
‘Alien Corn,’ starring Ann Harding, 
for several months with the star to 
Start* March 26 on ‘Life of Virgie 
Winters.’ 

It was adapted to the screen by 
Jane Murfin from a short story by 
Leuis Bromfield. 





MARY BRIAN IN ‘SCANDALS’ 
Hollywood, March 19, 
Feminine lead in ‘Private Scan- 
dals’ (Par) goes to Mary Brian in- 
stead of Helen Mack, Latter is 
committed to a prior engagement, 
Grace Bradley was compelled to 
withdraw from this same film ‘be- 
cause of illness. 





DUMBRILLE TO ‘ISLE’ 


Hollywood, March 19, 
Metro has assigned Douglas Dum- 
brille to part in ‘Treasure Island,’ 
Hunt Stromberg production to be 
directed by Victor Fleming. 
Player recently drew stock con- 
tract with the company. 





FAKE PREVIEWS 


AGAIN HITS LA. 


Los Angeles, March 19. 

Phoney preview racket repeated 
here Saturday night (17) though 
somewhat modified over the pre- 
vious weekend. Nine previews were 
staged, all of features procured from 
various film exchanges, and all of 
which had previously been shown 
one or more times in various parts 
of the community 

Four of the so-called previews 
were in Fox West Coast nabe house, 
two in Warner theatres, and three 
in indie houses. West Coast spots 
where the showings were widely ad- 
vertised were the Boulevard, Em- 
bassy, Golden Gate and the LaBrea, 

Chotiner’s Parisian and Ravenna, 
and the Eagle Rock, suburban, were 
the three indie houses participating, 
and the Warner houses previewing 
being the Beverly and Huntington 
Park. 

Threatened 
features as a regular 
gram failed to materialize, althoug 
several nabe houses added an extra 
western or other pic especially suit- 
able for youngsters for the Satur- 
day afternoon play. 


avalanche of triple 
weekend pro- 





SAM MINTZ SCRIPTS ‘LEAVE’ 
Hollywood, March 19. 

Sam Mintz joins the Radio writ- 
ing staff to prepare screen play of 
‘By Your Leave,’ play by Gladys 
Hurlbut and Emma Wells. 

Elliott Nugent will direct, with H. 
N. Swanson producing. 
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WARNER BROS. COMEDIES 


Dir. JOE RIVKIN 
LEO MORRISON, Agency 














FOR SALE 


3,000 Katherine Hepburn photos, 
duotone prints, autographed. Suit- 
able for premium or souvenir, $40.00, 
Write Box 22, Variety, New Yorke 
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and is now | 


THANKS EARL CARROLL 


FOR A 7 MONTHS’ RUN IN 


“MURDER IN THE VANITIES” 


THANKS BORIS MORROS 


For PARAMOUNT, New York 
And PARAMOUNT, Brooklyn Weeks 


oe ®@ 
THANKS RUDY VALLEE 


MY HOST, FOR A PLEASANT EVENING ON THE 
FLEISHMANN HOUR 
(THURSDAY, MARCH 15) 


PARAMOUNT, New York 
(Week March 16) 


PARAMOUNT, Brooklyn, New York 
(Week March 23) 
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# 
HELD OVER for a SECOND WEEK 


By Insistent Demand of Crowds Mobbing 


CAPITOL THEATRE, New York 


This Week (Mar. 16) 
and 


Next Week (Mar. 23) 
@ 


THE TALK OF NEW YORK 








JIMMY 
DURANTE 


LOU POLLY 
HOLTZ 








The Biggest Comedy Seat in Years! 



































nu 





— 











Tuesday, March 





20, 1934 





PICTURES 


33 


—~ ~ —— = 


VARIETY 














—_— 
-_ 
| 


Variety ouse Reviews | 





PALACE, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 20) 


the Runaway hoke mild buffoonery. 
Over oke Friday night, however. 

Jari, Renee and Vic, there girls, 
all eye-washes, open in their fast 
and well performed gymnastic act. 
As good an opening as to be found. 

It’s too bad the Palace bookers 
can’t dig up something entirely new 
now and then for the house, even if 
it is only one act to go with four 
old and heavily-played ones. 

Dave Mordecai is in here as the 
overlord of the pitmen. That in- 
sures good musical attention for the 


shows coming into the house. 
Char. 


Victoria Palace, London 


London, March 6. 


That it is possible to have too 
much of a good thing is evidenced 
by Cicely Courtneidge’s stay at this 
house. It is her fifth week and, 
judging by business first show Mon- 
day, she is overstaying her welcome. 
House was 60% capacity, and with 
expensive overhead must be in the 
red. 

Supporting show has some good 
acts and some not so good. Amac, 
opener, played America some years 
ago with same act, ‘The Elusive 
Lady,’ which consists of three mas- 
sive playing cards on a big frame, 
with audience asked to find the lady. 
She is always behind a different 
ecard than the one chosen by the 
audience. Should be given a rest, 
as it has played around for years. 

Three Bredwins have played 
America more recently. Acrobats, 
of the continental type, with one of 
trio possessing a most flexible body. 
Good novelty, and well presented. 

Lily Morris is still full of vitality 
and can put over a number, but age 
will tell. Danny Malone, young 
Irish singer, has a robust voice, with 
delivery too native. Voice was not 
too melodious, which might be due 
to lack of training or to a touch of 
laryngitis. 

Fernando Linder, Spanish mimic, 
announcing his imitations in pidgin 
English for laughs, played here four 

ears ago, at the Alhambra. Act 

as improved considerably. Can 
imitate animals, trains, aeroplanes, 
and most anything. Good act for 
those liking that type of entertain- 
ment, but as vaudeville offering has 
limited appeal. 

Florence Desmond, a mimic of an- 
other kind, followed Linder, which 
is wrong spotting. Miss Desmond, 
who has often been hailed as Eng- 
Jland’s best mimic, is back here with 
a Hollywood rep. As a whole she 
was disappointing. Trouble is she 
attempts too much, Her main offer- 
ing, instead of the ‘Hollywood 
Party,’ is a bridge game played by 
Zasu Pitts, Mae West, Lupe Velez 
and ’Schnozzle’ Durante. Humor 
was lost, as there are still a lot of 
people in England to whom bridge 
is an unknown quantity. Through- 
out performance Miss Desmond 
seemed nervous and ill at ease. 

Bill lacked a guod comedian and a 
first class hoofing act, and both 


would have been happy relief. 
Eger. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, March 16. 

At last a big time vaude show in 
a big time house. When the vaude 
war started in the loop three weeks 
ago the Palace daily carried scream- 
ing ad lines that this house was ‘the 
home of big time vaudeville,’ and 
not one of the bills sent in from 
New York backed up that local RKO 
patriot, John Joseph. 

But now all is forgiven. Come on 
home. A vaude show that’s a pleas- 
ure to sit through and a pride to 
advertise. A show with heaping 
doses of personality and _ talent. 
Names. 

Clark and McCullough, Bill Rob- 
inson, Mae ‘Betty Boop’ Questel, 
Maurice Colleano and family, the 
Three Cossacks. It’s a load of gen- 
uine vaude that even the old-time 
diehards can’t say isn’t real -nter- 
tainment. 

But while vaude delivered its best 
this week the screen is weak with 
a B. & K. sluffo, ‘Search for Beauty’ 
(Par). 

Three Cossacks opened snappily 
with their skating turn pedestalled 
upon a platform and then came Mae 
Questel with more than just a re- 
flection of a screen name of ‘Betty 
Boop.’ Miss Questel steps out of 
character and delivers a sold enter- 
tainment routine. Her ‘Big, Bad 
Girl’ number is aces on mimicry and 
a sharp eye for shades of comedy. 
And she comes through and tops 
that with the ‘Annie Doesn’t Live 
Here Any More’ characterizations. 
No question that vocally and even 
facially she’s a duplicate of Helen 
Kane. But she’s strictly herself 
when she steps out with those 
clean-cut routines. 

Clark and McCullough are a les- 
son in comedy lines for others who 
have gone to Hollywood and re- 
turned empty handed. But Bobby 
Clark can never be empty handed 
as long as he hag that cigar and 


cane while Paul McCullough’s bear | 


coat is still shedding for laughs. 


> : ° ® | . 
Boys are working without pulling a | Freddy Berrens had one number to | 


punch, in ‘one’ for plenty of cross- 
"re comedy and then into a black- 





out sketch that tops the other ‘re- 
turning husband’ blackouts, Clark 
builds it up into a three-act farce 
with incidental laughs. And when 
they were laughed out and ready for 
love the audience got more for their 
money's worth through Bill Robin- 
son, stepping around with that ease 
of manner that has been the heart- 
breaker of all imitators. Tapped out 
a hunk of entertainment and had to 
speech himself away. 

And all this, ladies and gentle- 
men, at the supper show on Friday, 
and when they laugh and enjoy 
themselves at the supper show, 
gents, that’s entertainment. Maurice 
Colleano family brought the riot to 
a close with Maurice still needing a 
few-.lectures on restraint. Audience 
may get the impression that Col- 
leano is trying to hog the spotlight. 
The specialties are good throughout 
but. Colleano might calm down 
slightly. Gold 


LOEW’S STATE, N. Y. 


Garbo’s ‘Christina’ (MG) has been 
residing too long on the Main Stem 
to hurtle the State b.o. over an 
ordinary gross. The stage bill offers 
only sustaining support, although 
the acts aggregately form an amus- 
ing cycle of entertainment. Hasn't 
b.o. punch, but between Frances 
Arms, Larry Rich’s stooges, and 
Russ, Elmer and Armstrong enough 
laughs are projected to satisfy at- 
tending customers. 

Miss Arms is enjoying her usual 
week at the State, She’s welcome. 
Her dialectic array of slummy 
monologs spirals the bill to a high 
laughter pitch. The Larry Rich act 
is split to permit the portly per- 
former to act a8 m.c. He bows out 
only when the Four Casting Stars, 
trampo quartet, finale the ijayout. 

Rich opens with the assistance of 
a brunette helper and Jans and 
Lynton revue follows. Some four 
people in this turn. Includes a boy 
accordionist, who also sings, and a 
boy dancer. The latter out in top- 
per and tux for a sweet rhythmic 
clog that stamps him worth watch- 
ing. Usual dance stuff by a girl 
and boy, who minuet in adagio 
fashion, followed later ‘by wiggle 
number such as revues of this kind 
usually offer. No particular settings 
and only an embroidered black cyc 
for background. Rich weaves in 
to be followed by Russ, Elmer and 
Armstrong. Boys have an easy time 
performing the Russell and Arm- 
strong ring tricks, and then close 
everything tight with a slow motion 
tumbling piece. 

That chalk drawing trick which 
Armstrong performs on one of the 
lad’s derreier’s is hardly tasteful, 
but Miss Arms also employs a cute 
trick of whispering the full spelling 
of a.k. That puts things on par for 
the State on this kind of humor. 


Miss Arms hops on with her ‘Mrs. 
Rubinoff’ spiel, recently successfully 
performed by her in a Cantor broad- 
cast. It gives the blonde performer 
something additional to offer be- 
sides her usual dialectic material. 


Rich has added a fat boy to his 
list of stooges. Goofy dress in 
bloomers aids for effects against the 
tall, slender lad Rich also employs. 
Also has a boy dancer. Rich per- 
forms as usual. 

Trailer stuff rounds out screen 
material besides Metrotone news. 
The stage end ran around 71 min- 
utes when caught. Biz at Friday 
(16) supper show only fair. Skan. 


FOX, B’KLYN 


Freddy Berrens sticks to the vaton 
exclusively this week and whenever 
there’s m. c.’ing to be done, Benny 
Ross fills the stint by doubling over 
from his own act. Outside of the 
curb in Berrens’ functions there’s 
no change in the general] stage pat- 
tern. Alex Oumansky, house pro- 
ducer, climaxes his current contri- 
bution with a Congo devil dance. 
The lad he brought in to perform 
it has himself browned up and 
stripped to a loin cloth. It was all 
too arty for the congregation at the 
Saturday matinee. They preferred 
the Harlem variety of tootsie stomp- 
ing and showed it by bringing the 
Nicholas Bros. back twice and milk- 
ing this colored duo for all their rep- 
ertoire contained, 

Aside from the Nicholas outlay 
of shuffling it was quiet going. By 
pushing Mills, Gold and Raye up to 
the fore part of the bill Oumansky 
did no good to this team. It was 
much too early for the customer 
mood and the laugh takings for the 
threesome turned out exceptionally 
meager, for them. With the sup- 
port of his redhead looker, Maxine 
Stone, Ross also went in for com- 
edy, but the folks out front were 
more inclined to favor his song im- 
pressions of mike personalities. 

Presentation included two other 
dance specialties, Marie and An- 
toinette, who showed at their best 
in a melange of whirls, kicks and 
cartwheels to the strains of ‘Rhap- 
sody in Blue.’ House line of 24 is 
interpolated for three routines, each 
acceptably carried out, though the 
bit at the finale could be sliced in 








half and invested with a more hotsy- 


totsy tempo to advantage all around. | 


himself. With Sunny Chappell fill- 
ing in nicely on the vocalizing, Ber- 


Dallas Theatre Bldg. 
Goes Under Hammer 


Dallas, March 19. 
Melba theatre building set for a 
hammer sale May 1. An order is- 


sued by the United States district 
court last week, after hearing of a 
suit filed by Melvin W. Strauss of 
Chicago for the bondholders, set the 
auction to satisfy a judgment 
against the Dallas Building and 
Realty Co., a Paramount-Publix 
subsidiary. 

Bonholders’ plan to buy the prop- 
erty at auction will not affect con- 
tinuance of Interstate circuit's oc- 
cupancy. 


10c Scale Spreads 
In Chi, but Distribs 
Looking Other Way 


Chicago, March 19. 

Despite iron-clad contractual pro- 
hibition the 10c. admission is blos- 
soming rapidly in this territory. Its 
spread is being unhampered by the 
exchanges, who fought for three 
years to eradicate the dime tariff. 
Each week sees additional houses 
clipping to this price. 

Exchanges which did the most 
howling are now the most silent 
regarding dime tickets and are con- 
tinuing to service exhibs despite 
the admission chop. Distribs have 
been complaining of a decrease in 
revenue and don’t want to further 
the slump by cutting off service to 
any exhib. 


Fox Exchange Manager 
Sues Ex-Wife for 17G 


Los Angeles, March 19. 

Seeking to collect 50% of a judg- 
ment entered in U. S. District Court 
here in favor of his ex-wife in her 
recent action against First National 
Pictures, providing that the award 
is not over-ruled by a higher court 
to which an appeal has been taken, 
Bernard F. Robison, office manager 
for Fox Film exchange here has 
filed a Superior court action against 
Fae Robison, asking for declaratory 
relief. 

Complaint cites a $35,336.15 judg- 
ment, plus attorney fees and costs, 
entered in favor of the former wife 
who brought the suit in her own 
name, because, complaint alleges, 
Robison’s connection with the Fox 
company made it inadvisable for 
his name to figure in the proceed- 
ings. 

Robison contends that a co-part- 
nership was formed by him and his 
wife on Nov. 8, 1928, which resulted 
in their purchase of the Seville, 
nabe pic house, at a cost of $53,000 
of which $10,000 was in cash, and 
the balance payable in monthly. in- 
stallments of 1%. Husband and 
wife operated the house from Feb. 
8, 1924, until May 1, 1927, at which 
time, complaint alleges, they were 
compelled to close by reason of 
wrongful conduct of various pro- 
ducing and distributing concerns, 














chase obligation. 


Nathan Hoffman Broke 


Los Angeles, March 19. 

Listing liabilities of $146,932, with 
tangible assets of only $620, Nathan 
Hoffman, at one time actively iden- 
tified with theatre operation in and 
ai und Boston, but more recently 
operating the Brooklyn (pix) here, 
filed a voluntary petition in bank- 
ruptey in U. S. District court. 

Secured claims are listed at 
$105,000, and unsecured at $41,932.62. 

Principal secured creds are U. S. 
Trust Co. of Boston, holding a $60,- 
000 mortgage on a home in Newton, 
Mass., and the First National bank 
of Boston, with a $45,000 mortgage 
on the Regent theatre building in 
Arlington, Mass. 


Robt. Sherwood East 


Hollywood, March 19. 
Robert E. Sherwood finished 
screen play and script of ‘Marie 
Antoinette’ for Metro, and pulled 
out for New York Friday (16). 
Writer came to the coast several 














Norma Shearer, starrer, which Irv- 
ing Thalberg produces. 





rens put his stage combo through 





pop release. 





Chi Record Release 
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WANTS THAT DAY OFF 


Calif. Employee Resorts to 1893 


Law to Get It 





San Diego, Cal., March 19. 

State Labor Bureau office here will 
be called upon March 23 to render 
decision on a complaint based on a 
California statute, dormant for the 
past two decades, that makes it 
mandatory upon every employed 
person in this state to have one day 
off in every seven, regardless of the 
nature of employment or wages re- 
ceived. Old law was evoked by an 
unnamed employee of Pacific Na- 
tional Theatres Co., operating sev- 
eral picture houses here and in 
other portions of California. 
Law, passed by the legislature on 
Feb. 27, 1893, specifically provides 
that every employed person, whether 
working by the day, week or month, 
excepting in an emergency, must be 
given one day of rest each week, 
with day or night employment in- 
cluded, 





Lobby Concessionaires 


Minneapolis, March 19. 

The Orpheum, a Singer circuit 
house, is augmenting its income by 
letting out lobby concessions, First 
came a candy counter. followed by 
an automatic palm reading device 
with a woman shill. 

It’s on percentage and going big. 


LANSFORD, PA., FIRE 
Easton, Pa., March 19. 

Palace theatre at Lansford, near 
here, badly damaged by fire, with 
loss estimated around $25,000. The- 
atre reopened last December. 

Fire started under the stage and 
is believed to have been caused by 
erossed wires. No one in building 
at the time. Theatre owned by John 
Humphries, Dr. Joe Humphries and 
Elias Coury. 

Pictures scheduled for the Palace 
will be shown at the Victoria. 








In April as 2-Feature 


List of 58 Pix 


Argument 


March 19. 
features in 


Chicago, 


Advoeates or double 
this territory are using the general 


release schedule of pictures for 


April as their strongest argument. 
Even the distributors who are fight- 
ing for double features are point- 
ing to this schedule the general 
weakness of the pictures offered ex- 
hibitors for five weeks’ worth of 
business. April will come around 
with a release schedule of 58 pic- 
tures, a record total of pictures re- 
leased in any one month. Yet 
both exhibs and exchanges agree 
that there are not more than seven 
pictures in the entire lineup of 658 
which can be called box-office. 

Remainder is agreed as flabby 
stuff and good enough only for 
double featres since most of the 
pictures can’t hold up on their own. 
Contention of both exhibs and dis- 
tribs is that the only way to stave 
off the rising tide of double fea- 
tures is to cut down sharply on the 
number of pictures being produced 
so as to bring the remainder of the 
product up to sufficient strength to 
hold the box-office as individual 
flickers. 


Alvin, Pitt, Not Yet 
Ready; Switch Bookings 


Pittsburgh, March 19. 


Because Alvin won’t be ready for 
occupaney by Easter week, as ex- 
pected, Fox has released ‘Scandals’ 
to Fulton for that date. White pic- 
ture was to have been the openi 
attraction at New Alvin, which has 
been in the process of remodeling 
since last winter. When it reopens, 
former Shubert legit house will be 
under management of Harris Amus. 
Co. 

Present outloek is that Alvin may 
be ready by first of May. When 
house reopens, it'll split Fox first- 
run product with Fulton. 
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ARMIDA 
“Strike Me Pin 





whereupon they cancelled their pur- 





weeks ago to handle the assignment | 
for Metro, with picture slated for | 


an effective arrangement of a late 


For screen fare there’s ‘Midnight’ | 


(UU), a Mickey Mouse and some | 
newsclips. Considering the pleas- 
| ant weather of the afternoon, the 
‘attendance looked okay. Odec. 


and this week ( 


_ 


THANKS to Mr. LOU HOLTZ fo 


THANKS to Miss POLLY 





THANKS to Mr. JIMMY DURANTE for his courtesy. 


MORAN, Mr. 
Mr. DON ALBERT for their splendid co-operation. 


THANKS to Mr. L. K. SIDNEY and Mr. MARVIN SCHENCK for 
their confidence and praise. 


And Last, but Not Least, to My Manager 


Vir. GUS EDWARDS 


OF THE HOTEL ASTOR, NEW YORK 


made good in pictures— 
opp. John Barrymore in “Gen. Crack.” 


made good personally appear.ng— 


icture Theatres. 


made good on the Radio— 
Louis Phillipe Program. 


made good in operetta— 
Romberg’s “Nina Rosa.” 


made good in musical comedy— 


k”’ condensed. 
March 16) 


ARMIDA 


TRIUMPHS 
at the CAPITOL, NEW YORK 
HELD OVER for a SECOND WEEK 


on the Most Important 
All-Headline Bill in Years! 











r his invaluable help. 


ARTUR KNORR and 
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| ( All Picture Men 
Fite L. A. Permit 


Plan for New Tax 








Los Angeles, March 19. 


Picture men are lining up solidly 
against the proposed adoption by 
City Council of a permit ordinance. 
Measure would assess varying fees 
to cover fire examination and fire 
prevention work in city’s attempt to 
balance its budget and devise new 
methods of taxation. 

Proposed ordinance, now being 
mulied by Council, would levy fixed 
sums against all branches of the in- 
dustry, including outside delivery of 
films as well as additionally taxing 
picture houses here on an average 
of $40 each. 

New levy would. be on film cabi- 
nets, film storage. vaults, stores that 
carry more than 25 feet of film for 
retail purposes, filth storage ware- 
houses, film laboratories, of which 
there are 10, and film manufactur- 
ing companies, of which there are 
none. Wagons or trucks delivering 
films \vould be assessed as would 
also: wagons used to collect waste 
or scrap film. 

Sliding fee for theatres would run 
from $25 yearly for small houses up 
to $100 for the deluxers. 

W. H. (Bud) Lollier, manager of 
the Fox West Coast Theatres tax 
department, made a solo appearance 
before the special license commit- 
tee handling the proposed ordinance 
and has been given until tomorrow 
(Tuesday) in which to. present 
arguments why city occupational 
taxes should be reduced if the new 

gp ftdinance is to be put into effect. 


at 





‘Joker’ Under Wire 


Hollywood, March 19. 

‘Practical Joker,’ Stanley Berger- 
man production for Universal, with 
Chester Morris and Marian Nixon 
in the tops, got under way Friday 
(16) under Edward Laemmle's di- 
rection. 

In support are Walter Woolf, 
Huntley Gordon, Allan Mowbray, 
John Wray, Henry Armetta, Evelyn 
Beresford, Walllis Clark, Herman 
Bing, Dewey Robinson, Pat O’Mal- 
ley, Carol Tevis, Ella Lee Ruby and 
Snowflake. Warren Hymer is. also 
in line, but not set. 

Spotting of Evelyn Beresford in 
‘Joker’ makes her third picture as- 
signment in three weeks since ar- 
rival from England. 





Keith Glennon West 


Hollywood, March 19. 

Keith Glennon, v.p. of Eastern 
Service Studios, is due here this 
week from New York to take over 
active management of the General 
Service Studios for a four-month 
period. 

Glennon will install further equip- 
ment and carry on expansion pro- 
gram he initiated last November 
when he laid out the plans for new 
studios and stages on the Santa 
Monica and Las Palmas lot. 


SF Boothmen Want 157 
Scale Boost for Nabes 


San Francisco, March 19. 
Projectionists and owners of local 
naborhood houses are expected to 
come to an agreement shortly on a 
proposed wage scale wherein Pro- 
jectionists Union asks for a boost 
of approximately 15% in district 
theatres. | 
Floyd Billingsley, business man- 
ager of Projectionists Local 162, has 
placed the proposed scale before a 
committee of four theatre men, in- 
cluding Robert McNeill of Golden 
State Theatres, representing the 
S. F. Theatre Chamber of Com- 
merce. 


Cock-Robin Case 


Toronto, March 19. 
Convicted some months ago of 
stink-bombing a nabe house and 
sentenced to a year in jail, Lew 
Kendall was again committed for 
trial on a charge of ‘attempting to 
pervert the course of justice’ after 
he allegedly offered Albert Gold 
$1,000 to make a false confession 
in which Gold was to plead guilty 
to the crime ‘rather than see an in- 
nocent man punished for a crime 
he did not commit.’ 

_ The blow-off came when Gold re- 




















.beeived only $125 for the ‘confession’ 


which Kendall was reputedly using 
as the basis of an appeal in a higher 
court. Fred Pitton of the Roxy, who 
allegedly paid Gold the $125, is also 
on trial for ‘perverting justice.’ 

In’ ‘his’ ‘confession,’ Gold had 
stated that he bombed the theatre 
himself at the instigation of an un- 
known man who had paid him $50 
for the job. Gold said a stranger 
has asked him if he wanted to make 
$50. He admittedly asked the 
stranger ‘who did he want killed?” 
Then Gold was given the stink 
bomb and instructions. 

Gold is now held as a Crown wit- 
ness against the Kendall-Pitton duo. 
Pitton supplied $2,000 bail. 





2D PRODUCTION TRY 
FOR COLORADO FIRM 


Denver, March 19. 


With formation of Premier Pic- 
tures Corp., Colorado expects to get 
into picture poduction for the sec- 
ond time. Local men are interested, 
and proposed studios are to be built 
five miles east of Colorado Springs. 

Company has bought 40 acres of 
a big ranch, has an option on any 
part of the balance, and an arrange- 
ment whereby it can use any of the 
land, livestock or equipment. 


Former attempt to make pictures 
in this state was in 1918, with stu- 
dios at Englewood, Denver suburb. 
A number of shorts were made. 

Directors of the new firm, all local 
men, include Allen Curtis, a pioneer 
director for Universal; W. A. Shane, 
G.. H. Shane, Edward Fallon and 
Roy Carver. Those signing the in- 
corporation papers, from Colorado 
Springs, are Merrill E. Shoup, N. M. 
Driscoll and A. Hoffman. Company 
expects to be producing shorts with- 
in three months. 


B&K Pulls Pic After 
Day at Loop Oriental 


Chicago, March 19. 


B. & K. yanked I Am A Spy’ 
(Fox) out of the Oriental on Satur- 
day morning (17) after a‘ bad open- 
ing on Friday. First time a picture 
has been pulled after one day in a 
full-week first run house in the loop. 

Despite the switch in pictures, the 
Sunday papers carried the ‘Spy’ 
ads, all of which constituted a loss 
of nearly $3,000 on advertising on 
the wrong picture. ‘Big Shakedown’ 
(WB)-replaced. 














Mugg Levinson Lands 


Los Angeles, March 19. 

Leonard L. Levinson, ex-VARIETY 
mugg, and recently doing freelance 
press agenting, has joined the Hill- 
man-Shayne Advertising Agency, to 
take charge of publicity. 

Levinson will retain his present 
publicity accounts. 





PUPPETS BY PRINZ 
Hollywood, March 19. 

LeRoy Prinz is at the head of a 
new production company making a 
series of one-reel puppet films. 
Shorts are being made at the Chris- 
tie studio, with Prinz directing. 

First of the marionette films is 
in the’ three-color Technicolor 
process. 
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HOLLYWOOD, CAL.” 


Lowest fares ever offered. Round trip from New York, $123.46; 
from Chicago, $88.75; from New Orleans, $78.45. 
ingly low rates from every section of the country. 


Make reservations through MPTOA National Headquarters, 1600 


York. 


Special trains from Chicago and New Orleans joining at El Paso. 
For reservations Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles, write Ben Ber- 
enstein, Chairman, 1914 South Vermont Avenue, Los Angeles. 


$5.00 single; $7.00 double. 


APRIL 10-11-12 


Correspond- 











Blondell in ‘Dames’ 


Hollywood, March 19. 

Joan Blondell gets co-starring 
with Ruby Keeler and Dick Powell 
in Warners ‘Dames,’ set to start 
March 26, with Archie Mayo direct- 
ing the dramatic sequences and 
Busby Berkeley handling the musi- 
cal numbers. 

Ruth Donneliy, Clenda Farrell, 
Hugh Herbert and Guy Kibbee also 
featured, 


Court Order Halts 
Coast House Transfer 











Los Angeles, March 19. 
Temporary restraining order is- 
sued in Superior Court here by 
Judge Frank C. Collier in an action 
brought by Cabart Theatres Corp. 
enjoins Fox West Coast Theatres 
Corp., with Anaheim Theatres, Inc., 
Charles P. Skouras, operating head, 
and circuit attorneys, Charles A. 
Buckley and Alfred W. Leeds, from 
transferring to Orange County The- 
atres Corp. any assets or property 
belonging to the Anaheim company, 
and from in any manner electing 
or appointing a fifth director of 
Anaheim Theatres. 

Order to show cause is returnable 
March 21. Cabart is affiliated with 
Partmar Theatres (Jack Parting- 
ton, Harry Arthur and Fanchon & 
Marco), with Milton B. Arthur, 
president. Arthur is also v.p. and 
a director in Anaheim Theatres. 

Injunction proceedings is the out- 
growth of an agreement entered 
into last November, in which the 
F-WC circuit's West Coast and 
Cabart’s Broadway, both in Santa 
Ana, Cal., would pool receipts. To 
carry out the provisions of this 
agreement Anaheim Theatres, Inc., 
was incorporated, with Fox-West 
Coast having 51.1% of the 10,000 
shares (par $10) and Cabart hold- 
ing 49.9%. 


. Color Film Fight 


Hollywood, March 19. 

Battle over basic color film 
patents moves a step nearer de- 
cision in Federal Court with a bill 
of particulars filed by the Max B. 
DuPont Vitacolor Corp., and Con- 
solidated Film Industries, Inc., in 
support of their equity suit for a 
permanent injunction and account- 
ing against Cinecolor for alleged in- 
fringements. 

Instances cited by plaintiffs as 
asserted patent tresspass embrace 
patents granted to William V. D. 
Kelly and Joseph Mason, under 
the corporate wing of Prizma, Inc., 
and subsequently assigned to the 
DuPont company. These disputed 
basic rights specify a film coloring 
process, methods of treating film, 
improvements in photographic 
printing and methods of fixing the 
photographic image, all of which 
Cinecolor is charged with having 
combined in its own processes and 
products. 

Bill of particulars was filed in 
answer to demand from the de- 
fendent corporation. 











Alexander Bros. Incorp. 


Hollywood, March 19. 
Alexander Brothers are incorpo- 
rating as Beacon Productions, plan- 
ning a series of six state righters. 
Max Alexander is president of the 
new concern. 


PITTSBURGH 


(Continued from page 11) 


roadshow prices couple of months 
ago,, when it died at Nixon, didn't 
help any. Last week Joe Penner in 
person and ‘Six of a Kind’ (Par), 
magnificent at $38,259, breaking all- 
time attendance mark. 

Pitt (Shafer) (1,600; 15-25-40), 
‘Murder on the Campus’ (Chest) 
and ‘Broadway Merry-Go-Round’ 
unit. Feeling some of the stiff de 
luxe competition and $7,000 fair. 
Last week ‘Sleepers East’ (Fox) and 
Pat Rooney unit about $6,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60), 
‘Poor Rich’ (U) and Cantor and 
Rubinoff in person with Block and 
Sully. Sizzling finish in prospect 
here after weak opening due to 
management's tipping early bird 
mat scale from 25c to 40c. Back to 
regular scale today, however, and 
that should turn trick. Looks like 
$32,000, plenty okay, and profitabie 
despite big nut. Last week ‘Wonder 
Bar’ (WB) in second week, around 
$7,500, all right for a holdover. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40), ‘No 
More Women’ (Par). Getting bene- 
fit of upturn noticed last week when 
house wisely chopped scale 10c. 
Looks like a pretty decent session at 
$5,200. Last week ‘Jimmy the Gent’ 

















(WB), very much all right et $5,550. 





ELMER REGUSE RETURNS 
TO ROACH SOUND DEPT 


Hollywood, March 19 

Elmer Reguse went back to Hal 
Roach studios today (19) as head 
of the sound department, a berth he 
left two years ago to do research 
work for a recording company in 
San Francisco. 

Louis Tolhurst, who has been 
heading the department, will confine 
his activities to trick and process 
filming. 

Studio reopened today, after a 
two weeks’ layoff, with an Our 
Gang comedy and a musical short. 








Frisco Zoning 





(Continued from page 6) 
going to put up a fight for shorter 
clearances. They want to cut it 
down to 35 or even to 21 days, 
What’s more they want to inaugu- 
rate an entire new classification for 
the city. 

They want to give double bill 
houses less protection than the 
present 55 days, and they want to 
count stage shows on the. same 
basis as a second feature film. Just 
how that would pan out can be il- 
lustrated thusly: At a price scale 
of 25, 35 and 40c the total admis- 
sion for the Golden Gate is $1, 
which scaled down by its three divi- 
sions, sets 33 1-3c as the average 
price for the Gate. But if its stage 
show is. included as a second feature 
that splits its average in half, 
making the gate a 16 2-3c. average 
house, or lower in scale than the 
35¢c top nabes. 

Another odd one: The United 
Artists playing a single pic at 25, 
35 and 40c has an average price of 
33 1-3c. The Warfield which at 35, 
45 and 65 is the highest priced in 
town, has an average of 45c. But if 
the Warf's stage show is counted 
as a second feature and is zoned ac- 
cordingly, its average admission 
would be 22%. or less than the 
houses which charge less admission. 

It’s doubtful, however, if this sort 
of a switch can be put across, as it 
would seriously upset the entire 
Frisco picture which ‘Was pretty 
stable until these double bills and 
junior admissions came along. 


‘FORGOTTEN FACES’ REMAKE 


Hollywood, March 19. 
Paramount will remake the fore 
mer silent, ‘Forgotten Faces,’ with 
B. P. Schulberg producing. 
New version is being written by 
William Lipman and Gladys Leh- 
man, 








MORRIS’ 2D FOR U 


Hollywood, March 19, 
After completing ‘Practical Joker” 
at Universal, Chester Morris goes 
into ‘Loves of a Sailor’ under his 
three-picture deal with that come 
pany. 


‘Sailor’ script is being prepared 
by John Meehan, Jr. 
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4A°'S TACTFUL ON NBC 


False News Leads Planted by 
Press Boys on Yankee Network 
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Boston, March 19. 
Yarrkee Network News Service 
continues to have trials and tribu- 
Jations. After having got permis- 
sion to have its representative at 


police headquarters press rooms the 
news service thought that its 
troubles were over as far as that 
place was concerned. But it seems 
there is still some resentment on 
the part of the newspapermen to 
the radio news reps. Newspaper- 
men at headquarters leave type- 
written copies:of fake stories lying 
around for the Yankee Net man to 
find and shoo+ to the station. 

One incident which the station 
denies had any connection with the 
news service was a picture of 5,006 
unemployed men published by the 
Daily Record who answered a call 
broadcast from Station WNAC for 
men to shovel snow. There were 
no jobs. Somebody posing as Street 
Commissioner Dowd had called the 


station by phone requesting it to 
make the announcement. The sta- 
tion did so in the form of a brief 
news announcement. 

News service broadcast an item 


be no session of 
School, damaged 
$4,000 worth by fire. Actually the 
fire was confined to a part of one 
room and the damage was only a 
few dollars. 

Two periods daily over station 
WEEI, formerly ‘devoted to the 
broadcasting of news from the Bos- 
ton Globe, 5:30 and 11:05 P. M., 
are now filled by commentative 
talks of ~ ‘eed Walker, a lecturer. 

Station presents the programs 
neither as news nor as a substitute 
for news, bur believes the caliber 
of the programs will merit the at- 
tention of as wide an audience as 
did the news bulletins. 


that there ovld 
the Pinckney 





Milwaukee, March 19. 

North American Broadcasting 
System, regional link composed of 
eight stations in Wisconsin and 
one, WRHM, in Minneapolis, has 
elected not to subscribe to the 
radio-press bureau of the Publish- 
ers’ Nations! Committee but to do 
its own news collecting. Sources 
for the gathering of news in the 
area covered by the network will 
be established and the item cleared 
through the NABS’ headquarters in 
Milwaukee. 

Regional web will give prime con- 
sideration to local and state news 
in servicing its member stations. 
Schedule of news broadcasts per 
days is yet to be worked out. 





Chicago, March 19. 

WGN, the Chicago Tribune sta- 
tion, will take the news stuff sent 
out by the Press-Radio news bu- 
reau. This decision was reached 
last week when Col. R. R. McCor- 
mick, publisher of the paper, was 
consulted. Col. McCormick is on 
the board of directors of the Asso- 
ciated Press and decided that his 
station should go along with the 
Policies of that press organization. 

WGN had considered using the 
Tribune correspondents for its own 
exclusive news. However, WGN 
will still snip items out of the 
Tribune to fit in with the regular 
Press radio bureau bulletins. 


TRADE IN WOOLLCOTT 
FOR A MATTRESS 


Albany, March 19. 

A mattress company is trying to 
make radio listeners sleep-con- 
a#cious. It is sponsoring, over 
WOKO, a program entitled ‘Sleep 
Philosophy.’ Dr. Royden Rand, 
WOKO dramatic director, reads 
Philosophy and poetry, presented 
with a background of recorded 
symphonic music. 

Program is aired at 9:15 p.m. 
Wednesdays, taking the place of 
Alexander Woollcott, whose re- 
moval brought a flock of complaints 
to WOKO. 











NBC CALLS OFF HOUNDS 


Woof-Woofing at Agency Execs in 
Control Rooms Out 








Pageboys at the NBS studios in 
Radio City have stopped taking 
periodic toll of those present in the 
control rooms. Agency men 


squawked about the practice as 
both annoying and embarrassing. 

As part of the studios’ policing 
system a pageboy would pop into a 
controlroom with each new program 
program during the evening and 
make the round of the occupants. 
He would ask the name and reason 
for being there anc jot the answers 
down on a regulation form. What 
the network was trying to do was 
discourage performers on the pro- 
gram from. slipping their relatives 
or friends into the control room 
during the broadcast or the per- 
formers themselves from making 
this a hangout between mike biis. 

But the way the checkup actually 
worked produced a ruffing effect on 
che ad ageney reps, who freque..iy 
had as their guests persons from 
clie t's organization. 


'Wage, Hour Improvement 


Of Engineers Probably 
Halts Rigid NRA Rules 


Washington, March 19. 

Employment of radio technicians 
has increased while wages have 
gone up and working time down, 
radio code authority reported to 
Hugh S. Johnson last week. De- 
signed to serve as basis for decid- 
ing whether to put strict limit on 
working time and minimum wages 
to studio engineers, report revealed 
11.9% gain in employment between 
July and December; 9.8% cut in 
hours, and 21.1% jump in payrolls. 
Part-time employment also gained. 

While the code authority made 
no recommendations, its 50 pages 
of figures and explanations implied 
that no further steps need be taken 
by NRA to spread employment 
among this type of workers. Cov- 
ering 476 domestic stations, or ap- 
proximately 86.5% of the commer- 
cial radio industry, survey disclosed 
average wage of full-time engi- 
neers jumped $2.72 during Iast six 
months of 1933. General average 
in July was shown to be $32.79; 
December figure was $35.51. 

With 213 new employees being 
added during last six months, num- 
ber of technicians in lower brackets 
decreased notably as wages were 
boosted all along the line. The 
December report revealed 105 
fewer engineers were earning less 
than $35 weekly than in July. De- 
cember number was 966; July, 
1,081. Reporting stations employed 
2,006 full-time engineers and 214 
part-time workers in December as 
contrasted with 1,793 regulars and 
167 part-time men in the summer. 

Average ‘working time. was cut 
from 49.1 hours weekly to 44.3 
hours, a reduction slightly greater 
than the general industrial average 
under NRA codes. Weekly payrolls 
for engineers mounted from $58,807 
to $71,243. 


Brinkley Gives In 


———— 


Mexico City, March 16. 

Doe Brinkley has abandoned 
court and other fights to prevent 
the Mexican government from clos- 
ing his station at Villa Acuna on 
the border and has started dis- 
mantling the plant, reports the min- 
istry of communications and public 
works. 

The ministry cancelled station’s 
license and ordered Brinkley to 
close it permanently as he had vio- 
lated communications and health 
board laws by introducing unau- 
thorized medical propaganda into 
broadcasts. 








VON-EXCLUSIVE 
BROKERAGE OKE 


Rule That Scott Howe 
Bowen Couldn’t Get 
Around Is Brushed Aside 
by Network—A gencies 
Will Evidently Forget 
About It—May Upset 
Status Quo Among Sta- 
tion Reps 


EMBARRASSING 





NBC’s announcement that it is 
prepared to do the selling of spot 


time for all affiliated stations on a 
non-exclusive basis has placed the 
American Association of Adver- 
tising Agencies in a ticklish posi- 
tion. Kither the four A’s will have 
to back water or advise its mem- 
bers that the organization’s stand 
against the non-exclusive represen- 
tation of a station by a sales agency 
must.apply to NBC as well as the 
smaller fry in the broadcasting 
business. 

It was the exclusive representa- 
tion policy laid down by the Four 
A’s radio committee that was 
largely responsible for the develop- 
ment of such station rep offices as 
Edward Petry’ & Co. and Free & 
Sleininger and the forcing of Scott 
Howe Bowen and World Broadcast- 
ing out of the general representa- 
tive field. World weit into a 
library service and Bowen resorted 
to the Group Broadcasters, Inc., 
project as alternatives for existence. 
Bowen for two years fought the 
Four A’s on this issue, but found 
that the association’s influence upon 
its members was too strong for him 
to contend with and that while he 
Was striving to preserve his bisi- 
ness rights as a general representa- 
tive the contingent of exclusive reps 
had been tieing up hosts of stations 
on the basis favored by the ad 
agencies. Rather than resort to re- 
straint of trade proceedings Bowen 
elected to switch to the group sta- 
tion selling plan. 

Gander vs. Goose 


NBC's entry in the spot time sell- 
ing field has placed it in practically 
the same position that Bowen was 
in when the Four A’s declared itself 
in favor of the exclusive represen- 
tation idea. Only difference between 
the two is that Bowen drew no net- 
work affiliation line. He sold for 
either NBC or CBS outlets. 

A Four A’s officer queried last 





Tube Blows, Utility 





WOR’s NBC Position 





For the New York area 
where the network’s policy 
bars both keys, WEAF and 


WJZ, to transcription users, 
NBC has a solution. If an NBC 
spot account wants the web 
sales department to include 
the New York market in its 
bookings the business will be 
shunted to WOR, Newark 

} WOR is a member of Group 
| Broadcasters, Inc., and Al 
{| Cormier, the Newark-New 
York outlet’s commercial man- 
ager, is head of the GB’s ex- 
ecutive committee. 














week said that his organization had 
been informed by NBC of the web’s 
expansion into the spot selling field, 
but that the association would have 
nothing official to say about it until 
the radio committee held its next 
meeting. Anyway, he opined, the 
fight, if there were any, would not 
be between NBC and the Four A’s, 
but between NBC and Scott Howe 
Bowen. This remark indicated that 
the Four A’s will sidestep any com- 
plication that would perhaps put it 
in the middle of a situation. NBC’s 
extension of the network sales serv- 
ice to spot booking for all its affili- 
ates is construed among broadcast- 
ers as a move ‘to curb the growth of 
indie station selling combinations 
such as Group Broadcasters, Inc., 
and viewpoint voiced here by the 
association's official bears out one 
prediction ir the trade, and that is 
the Four A’s will avoid doing any- 
thing that might enmesh it in the 
crossfire between NBC and the 
Bowen alliance. 

NBC's latest branch out developed 
one significant move in the organ- 
ization last week. RCA Victor's 
transcription department became an 
adjunct of the } BC sales depart- 
ment, with Frank C. Walker, man- 
ager of the former setup, assigned 
to take his orders from Roy Witmer, 
NBC v.-p., in charge of sales. Also 


coming iow under V’itmer’s au- 
thority is C. L. Egner. recording 
head of what was Victor’s tran- 


scription department. 





BETWEEN PICTURES 


Lanny Ross will broadcast be- 
tween pictures for Paramount. 
Jumps east for that purpose are 
okay with Par. 

Radio warbler reached New York 
last week to go on the Maxwell 
‘Show Boat’ hour until Par recalls 
him for ‘Greasepaint.’ 








Small Town Slant 


on News Bureau 





Giving Them 


Want Record Kept Clear—Networks Not 


Any Breaks 





Lancaster, Pa., March 19. 
Radio stations located in this part 
of Pennsylvania and of limited 
wattage for the most part point out 


that the network-dominated press 
bureau is not the boon to small 
stations that has been represented. 
Networks are doing no favors for 
the independent stations in the mat- 
ter of news material, the indies 
aver. 

Stressing of the figure of $12.50 a 
month paid the Radio-Press News 
bureau as the cost is entirely mis- 
leading, broadcasters point out. The 
$12.50 merely represents the initial 
tap and is a minor item when the 
rest of the bill is considered. 

Here’s how the broadcasters in 
this area have it figured out. By 
telegraph twice daily the station 
receives a 600-word press bulletin, 
from which it culls its material for 
the two five-minute news programs. 








on a night press raté basis the out- 
let finds itself paying the telegraph 
company $7.50 a day. Multiplying 
this by 26 days and adding in t'e 
fee paid the radio-press bureau the 
actual tally for the month comes to 
over $200. 

Broadcasters in this sector hold 
that it takes no expert in the trade 
to realize that no small station can 
stand this monthly bill, especially 
when it is barred from even tack- 
ing on the name of a local adver- 
tiser to what they describe as ‘these 
vague and already dead’ five-minute 
news casts. One broadcaster, as- 
sailing the present arrangement as 
a ‘freezeout for the little fellows,’ 
declares that the latter element can 


expect no sympathy from the net- 
works since the cost to NBC and 
CBS with both close tu the source 


of news clearing, is negligible. NBC 


and CBS are connected with thefr 
own branches by private wires as 
another advantage, already estab- 





At the prevailing press rates of 5/6 
of a cent a word daily and half that 


lished. 


Co. Fires Engineer, 


Staff Strikes, CFBO Off Air One Day 


+ 


St. John, N. B., March 19. 
Right on the heels of being taken 
over by the public utility and news- 
paper monopoly of St. John, the 
local broadcasting station, CFBO, 


has run into a general strike. When 
Al Morrison, the station engineer, 
telephoned T. F. Drummie, man- 
ager of the monopoly’s newspapers 
and press agent of the telep ne 
company, that a tube had blown 
out, necessitating a replacement at 
the cost of $150, Drombie notified 
Morrison, he was instantly fired 
from his job. Whereupon Frank 
Thorne, manager of the station 
since it was established six years 
ago; Tony Shelfoon and Willard 
Lobb, announcers, comprising the 
whole staff, did a walkou: in sym- 
pathy with the technician, on the 
ground that Morrison was not at 
fault for the blowout. 

Station also went on_ strike 
through lack of personnel as well 
as lack of the tube. For about 24 
hours there was nothing broadcast, 
Then a makeshift cre, was assem- 
bled for the resumption of activi- 
ties. 

Founder of CFBO was forced out 
on March 1 by the monopoly, who 
told him to accept what they of- 
fered him for his station, or they 
would establish a competitive sta- 
tion. After announcing he would 
fight to the finish, he tossed in the 
sponge suddenly. 


Equity Plea Undecided: 
Talent Spokesman Is 
Code Slower-Uprer 


Washington, March 19. 
Survey of artists’ working condi- 
tions is waiting on okay from NRA 
of tentative questionnaires prepared 
by Jame; Baldwin, executive secre- 
tary; John Shepard III, chairman, 


and M. R. Runyon. Form is in the 
hands of Deputy Administrator Wil- 
liam P. Farnsworth and probably 
will go out some time this week. Is 
patterned along same general lines 
as the blank used in the technician 
survey. 

Artists’ inquiry has been delayed 
by wrestling with question of defi- 
nitions, Code group and NRA, 
having overlooked niceties of meane- 
ing in drafting code, now are won- 
dering who—or what—is a radio 
artist? Code specifies that survey 
must include artists and performers 
other than musicians. 

Following Webster definition, sur- 
veyors would be concerned only 
with hours and income of chatterers, 








skit actors, dialog entertainers, 
news commentators, announcers, 
masters of ceremony, and similar 
professionals. Would have to split 


hairs in cases of entertainers who 
both talk and sing or play instru- 
ments. Monumental issue has NRA 
in a dither. 

Another less troublesome problem 
involves selection of representative 
of entertainers and artists to assist 
in studying the question. NRA has 
delayed selecting any individual to 
serve in consulting capacity because 
of difficulty in picking person who 
represents most factions. With 
Equity demanding action and at the 
same time representing only small 


has been hesitant about g‘ving this 
organization sole say in the matter. 


‘March of Time’ Ends 


Remington Rand folds the ‘March 





of Time’ on CBS April 13, which 
broadcast will account for the 
show's 27th week under the office 
equipment maker’s banner. Run 


rates as the longest the news dra- 
matization has yet had during any 





one Season, 
Whether Remington Rand will re- 
sume backing the affair this fall 


is problematical. 


proportion of broadcast talent, NRA® 
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Vague Radio Audience League 


Turns Into Foggy Management 
Bureau for ‘Non-Profit’ Bdcasting 





Chicago, March 19. 
Attack against the traditional set- 


up of commercial radio has been 
the 


inaugurated in this town by 

charter secured last week for the 
Chicago Civic Broadcast Bureau 
which is organized under the 


auspices of the City Club of Chi- 
cago. Purpose of the Bureau as 
stated in its charter is ‘to act as 
a specialized representative fo 
public-interest organizations o1 
agencies, in Chicago and vicinity 
which may desire to carry on radic 
broadcasting under direct federa’ 
license, with the purpose of servins 
the public convenience, interest anc 
necessity.’ 

To radio insiders a glowing lish 
on this new Bureau is found in the 
fact that the general manager of 
this Bureau is Harris K. Randal] 
who for years now has been at- 
tempting to rearrange radio through 
his Radio Audience League. The 
League of vague membership kicked 
up a fuss about the duplication of 
programs, the amount of commer- 
cial copy and the type of commer- 
cial programs. 

Proposed angle of the organiza- 
tion is to help non-profit organiza- 
tions to invade the channels now 
held by regular broadcasters in the 
Chicago area and the Bureau in- 
tends to manage the applications 
and business affairs of these new 
organizations in their appeal to the 
Federal Radio Commission for 
channel and time allottments on the 

Heeher. 
Management Service 

Following the acquisition of time 
by these organizations (if time is 
acquired) the Bureau will supervise 
the management of the stations for 
these groups. The stations, under 
the plan, will obtain their revenue 
in a manner much similar to the 
present commercial setup, selling 
time on the air for advertising but 
reserving a considerable portion of 
the time for public. service pro- 
grums, whatever that means. 

Side plan of this newly formed 
non-profit organization is to sys- 
tematize the service on various 
points of the dial so as to reduce 
duplications in programs. This par- 
ticular point has always been the 
motivating factor in Randall’s Audi- 
ence League, which got nowhere. 

Radio Advisors 

Named as directors of the Bu- 
reau besides manager Randall are 
Arnold R. Baar, Herbert Bebb, 
Mitchell Dawson, Frank N. Freeman 
and T. V. Smith. The first three 
are Chicago attorneys and the latter 
two are professors at the University 
of Chicago. 

In their program of policies the 
Bureau boldly claims that the aim 
is to ‘improve the city’s broadcast 
service by getting the station chan- 
nels into hands better qualified to 


_ manage them wholly in the interest 


of the listeners. Not possessing 
any station plants of their own, 
many organizations which are pe- 
culiarly competent as sources and 
judges of good program material 
have left to the station owners all 
the control of licenses and hence of 
program bookings.’ Randall offers 
nothing concrete in the manner of 
professional management or pro- 
gram ideas, 

Chicago stations are not  per- 
turbed about the situation, 





Reunite Sister Team 
For Chi Fur Program 


Chicago, March 19. 

Evans Fur adds still another pro- 
gram on two stations, WBBM, the 
CBS ouilet, and WMAQ, the NBC 
tra ismitter. 

On the new program are Vivian 
Holt and Lillian Rosedale, who are 
reunited on the ether after a separa- 
tion following a long association as 
a team in vaudeville. 





SODA POP SAUCERS 


Chicago, March 19. 

Through the Mason-Warner 
agency here the Kool-Ade drink 
company is waxing 26 five-minute 
discs for release late in April. 
Platters are being turned out by 
the Columbia Phonograph studios 
locally. 

Saucers are built as five-minute 
*eamatizations. 


> 


+ 











ANNOUNCERS CAN ACT 
John Royal Keeps NBC Policy 
Liberal 





John Royal declared last week 
that NBC has no intention of re- 
straining staff announcers from 
doubling as m.c.’s or doing straight 
or bit parts in variety programs. 
Report had it that the network had 
notified several of its spielers that 
hereafter they woulc have to stick 
to straight announcing and leave 
the ‘acting’ to others. 

Royal added that the NBC an- 
nouncers were available for any role 
within their talents as long as it 


had to do with broadcasting andf 


personal appearances. 


NBC RED FOR 
KYW, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, March 19. 

KYW move from Chicago to 
Philly is changing the outlook for 
WLIT-WFI, the department store 
stations dividing time on the NBC 
red web. With the Chicago outlet 
coming in, the do moves to the 
blue network, and KYW carries on 
with WEAF shows. 

There is some difference of opin- 
ion as to the necessity of a WJZ 
outlet, since this station covers 
Philly with local strength, but it 
looks that NBC is making good on 
its promise to take care of WLIT- 
WFI when the Westinghouse crew 
comes in. 











Reprisal Fear Stops 
KFWB from Employing 
9,000-Seat Auditorium 


Los Angeles, March 19. 

Rather than face an expected 
heavy opposition from _ theatres, 
KFWB, Hollywood, called off its 
intention to put the Franco Hi- 
Jinks, vaude show, into the Shrine 
Auditorium, holding: 5,000 persons 

Previous week the show -was put 
on in this hall before a heavy audi- 
ence but, fearing the theatre come- 
back, announcers were ordered to 
refrain from stating over the mikes 
that the program was a free-see 
and hearer. 








Basketball Sponsors 


Winston-Salem, N. C., March 19. 

Radio proved a good advertising 
medium for a basketball tourna- 
ment here last week which was 
staged by the Journal and Sentinel 
newspapers for northwestern North 
Carolina High Schools. Two ad- 
vertisers were sold time for the 
broadcasts of one game each after- 
noon and night during the tourna- 
ment over WSJS, owned by the 
newspapers. 

Basketball fans took to the broad- 
casts right away and when the 
finals arrived the largest crowd in 
the history of the ten years of the 
tourname packed the gym. News- 
papers will broadcasts games on 
own next year, charging the time 
to goodwill the same as the ex- 
penses of the tournament. 


Show: Boat Matinee 


General Foods will, starting with 
May 18, put on a matinee version 
of Maxwell House’s Show Boat in 
} half of Certo, a product used for 
jelling purposes in preserves. 

Program, using the same talent 
setup, will run from 8 to 4 p. m. 
Fridays over 40 stations on NBC's 
red (WEAF) link. 








Kennedy at Cecil Agency 
James Kennedy has quit J. Stir- 
ling Getchell to join the radio de- 
partment of Cecil, Warwick & Cecil. 
Assignment makes him assistant 
to J. H. McKee, C. W & C.’s radio 
director. 





Lyricists Billing 





Paris, March 8. 
French association of lyric 
writers is kicking because 





name of chap who writes the 
words is not published in 
newspapers announcing songs 
to be broadcast. Not only the 
composer deserves a break, 
they say. 

By official order, the air an- 
nouncer now credits the lyric 
writer, but this is not enough 





for the association. 











WLS Barn Dance 
In Third Year at 


Same Theatre 


Chicago, March 19. 
Headed for an all-time stage run 
record is the WLS Barn Dance at 
the Eighth Street theatre with the 
show this coming Saturday to be 
its 106th consecutive session. 


Goes into its third year at con- 
tinued capacity for both perform- 
ances with no sign of a drop-off. 
Besides the show at the theatre the 
station has four shows on the road, 
all of them playing to heavy busi- 
ness, 

First performance at the Righth 
Street theatre, on a gamble, oc- 
curred on March 19, 1932. 


Brand New 100-Watter 
Aggressively Compeies 
With 11-Year Old CKY 


Winnipeg, March 19. 
Business-getting enterprise of 
CJRC, 10--watt indie born last 
month, is beginning to worry CKY, 
Manitoba Government Telephone 
System’s 4,000-watter which had 
monopoly in broadcasting in prov- 
ince since 1923. 

One instance is in hockey broad- 
casting from local Amphitheatre. 
Ice games since °’23 have been 
broadcast by CKY with the rink 
management letting CKY in free. 
Station, of course, put in a MTS 
wire and made a bit of dough sell- 
ing the puck battles to sponsors. 
This has been fairly lucrative last 
couple of years. 

Now CJRC figures that they need 
hockey broadcasts to grab listen- 
ers and offer to pay for exclusive 
right to broadcast all remaining 
games this season with an option 
on next season. Management is 
considering the offer in connection 
with Dominion Junior hockey fi- 
nals, coming up soon, but CKY 
will be in there until then at least. 
Couple of weeks ago when CJRC 
sought to set up a mike to broad- 
cast an important tussle, CKY had 
already sold the game to a sponsor 
and wanted it exclusive. Anyway, 
CJRC asked MTS about putting in 
another wire, but John Lowry, com- 
missioner of govt. telephones, hap- 
pened to be in Ottawa. James A. 
Richardson, millionaire owner of 
CJRC and influential Canadian 
business man, was in Ottawa, too. 
When MTS wired Lowry the situa- 
tion, word soon. came back: ‘See 
that CJRC gets into the rink to- 
night.’ 














New WLW Tests 


Cincinnati, March 19. 

WLW starts this week to put 
its new 600,000-watt transmitter 
through a series of daytime tests. 
Outlet has heretofore limited the 
tryout of this equipment to the 
stretch between 1 and 6 a. m. 

Following completion of the day- 
time testing the Crosley organiza- 
tion will petition the Federal Radio 
Commission for a permit to oper- 
ate the 500,000-watter as part of 
WLW’s regular day and nicht 
schedule. 














SPONSOR EXCHANGE 
Chicago, March 19. 
With Minit-Rub going off due to 
the spring season, the John Har- 
rington sports reviews on WGN 
will be taken over by Berghoff beer. 
Starting April 9 under the new 
sponsorship, flitting every evening 





except Sunday. 








‘on the line, 


Burlington 100% Long-Distance Fans 
Rank High in Sponsor Knowledge 





Possibly the most provocative 
city survey thus far taken in 
VarieTy’s ‘Do fans know sponsors’ 
poll is that of Burlington, Vermont. 
This small town nestled in the far- 
off Green Mountains is conspicuous- 
ly unlike all previous communities 


wherein VARIETY’s questionnaires 
have been distributed among radio 
listeners. 


What makes Burlington so unique 
is that the town has only WCAX, 
100-watter, while the state of Ver- 
mont itself is limited to five stations, 
the biggest of them WDEV, Water- 
bury with 500 watts. Other three 
are WSYB, Rutland, 100 watts, 
WQDM, St. Albans, 100 watts, and 
WBBX, Springfield, 250 watts. 

That radio programs provide 
Vermonters with a goodly share of 
the professiona] entertainment that 
touches this inaccessible state seems 
amply attested by the figures of 
VARIETY’s census. 

Burlington knows its programs 
and knows who pays the bills. Out 
of 25 programs Burlington radio 
fans were 50% or better in accuracy 
of identification of sponsorship. 


This is extraordinarily keen com. 
pared to the previous findings in 
VARIETY'’s survey. Daytime pro 
grams like Metropolitan Opera, 
Easy Aces, Clara Lu and Em also 
rate high. Admittedly these ;,ro- 
grams excludcd from the eveniiug 
peak listening audiences are tough 
questions for many radio fans. 

Not the least remarkable fact 
about the Burlington responses ig 
that several replies were 100% cor- 
rect, This is the first city to hand 
in perfect sccres. 

Burlington, in the heart of an 
ultra-conservative village-dotted 
farming area, was right 79 out of 
96 trys on naming the bankroller 
of ‘Rise of the Goldbergs.’ This 
gave the Gertrude Berg serial its 
closest tally to the race-leading 
team of the same sponsors, Amos 
’n’ Andy. 

Radio fans of the Vermont town 
tune in other cities extensively, 
Columbia programs are brought in 
over WABC, New York while the 
NBC programs are heard over 
WGY Schenectady, WLW, Cincin- 
natti, and WEAF, New York. 








Program Sponsor Identification 





10; farmers, 2; 


BURLINGTON, VT. 


Questionnaires tabulated from the following: Housewives, 41; nurses, 
2; seamstresses, 2; salesmen, 3; executives, 3; merchants, 3; workmen, 
teacher, 1; city employes, 4; stenographer, 1; musicians, 
2; hotel employes, 4; grocers, 2; reporter, 1; student, 1; cooks, 2; in 


surance, 2; bus drivers, 3; sheriff, 1; clerks, 7. 
(96 REPLIES) 

Sponsor Sponsor Sponsor 

Correctly Wrongly Not 

Named Named Known 
a ae” Baa ee ees ere ee ice 2 
Eddie Cantor Se ee eee ae a 8 
Maxwell Show Boat .....cccccecccscce 86 te 10 
"Rise Of Goeldberge’ .ciccscccoscccscose FF ae 17 
a a” ee Mberheeretenase SR 2 15 
Wayne King Orchestra nococcccvesese %8 2 16 
FR Sere eickniaasetadas. ae 4 15 
Boake Carter ...... edeekestessenesece OF 2 28 
Burns and Allen sheceseetvoesaeneve SD 2 28 
Metropolitan Opera ...esccscccsescsese 63 4 29 
Myrt and Marge TUT TL ee ee 2 8 26 
Bing Crosby ...... coccececvcccescecee 61 5 30 
POM (DOOR: oy ckhsecnescanaeseccevecens SO 1 35 
Harry Horlick oveebstobaeeteeaneeeuen 60 1 85 
Joe Penner ..... Cncecveseceseeseseses “OO - 36 
Jack Benny ....... Denk 66 dcweneeuaee’ Se 2 38 
Casa Loma Orchestra cece vcicccncoese 3 4 37 
Raean: As Geek circrrcsriisdesrcancsssa 62 5 39 
Will Rogers ...... ene seeanveseeseese wa 3 42 
Ceere, Sik. OE. TO. «4 ce cnwwunes cadecsss . OO 5 41 
Jessica Dragonette ..ccccccccscccccese 49 4 43 
Oleen and Johnsen aerccoccccccsececs 48 10 38 
Phil Baker (Vaddeee Cnen'scasnncscees” SO 9 47 
Paul Whiteman eer eeeeeereeseeeeesee 36 8 52 
"ERIS. TORS ccccacececunsacnewoss “OO XS 55 





WCAU Peeves Tracy 


Philadelphia, March 19. 

Arthur Tracy, playing at Fay's 
theatre last week, is fuming plenty 
at WCAU for a so-called insult. 
Tracy was scheduled for night spot 
on a local sustainer at 8:15 to plug 
the theatre, but the studio’s accor- 
dionist didn’t show up. With Tracy 
storming around and much burned 
up, the night manager promised him 
the only other non-commercial time 
at 8:45, pending the approval of 
Leon Levy, the WCAU boss, to take 
off the scheduled CBS California 
Melodies show. But a cal’ to Levy 
got thumbs down without any ques- 
tion. 

Now Tracy says no more local 
radio programs without the dough 
And the boys around 
WCAU are taking the incident as 
the station’s comeback to Tracy for 
a last year’s snub. 








Pontiac Slices Time 


Los Angeles, March 19. 

Pontiac program that has been a 
half hour from KHJ weekly for the 
whole CBS network is being sliced 
to 15 minutes. 

Earl Dancer’s negro chorus will 
be featured with Raymond Paige’s 
orchestra and various soloists on. 
the program being curtailed. 





‘Roses and Drums’ Ends June 3 

Refighting of the Civil War by 
way of the ‘Roses and Drums’ stanza 
on CBS Sunday nights will be ad- 
journed for the summer June 3. 

Union Central Life Insurance is 
folding the show two weeks earlier 








than than it did last season. 


‘talent school 








RADIO SCHOOL HAS 
STATION BLESSING 


Fort Wayne, March 19, 

Marcella Eisenberger on WOWO 
for the past nine years with chil- 
dren’s programs, has opened a radio 
under her WOWO 
billing, ‘Aunt Sally.’ A weekly pro- 
gram of students from the school 
to broadcast over WOWO is the 
bait for matriculation. Cost of 
tuition not reported. 

WOWO has evidently been favor- 
ably disposed to the promotion be- 
cause of its own difficulty in getting 
trained talent in this area. Station 
welcomes an emergency source of 
supply and encourages the under- 
taking on that basis. 








In New York and Chicago the 
‘radio school,’ so-called, has not en- 
joyed m@ good reputation, being 
money-making propositions in gen- 
eral. with dubious value to the 
would-be crooners, ete. 


Shell’s New Adv. Boss 
San Francisco, March 19. 

Fred Foy is the new ad chief of 
the Shell Oil Co., coming from Los 
Angeles, where he was previously 
local manager for J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency. 

Succeeds E. H. Sanders, who has 
joined Sunset Press, Frisco publish- 
ing house. 

Fred Fidler of the Thompson 
agency, which handles the Shell ac- 
count, has returned from Los An- 
geles, and will remain at these of- 
fices, turning over production of 
the Shell show on the Don Lee 
chain to Cal Kuhl. 
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Chicago, March 19. 
More music will emanate from 
the World’s Fair this coming sum- 
mer than last year. Radio station 
and network execs last week con- 


ferred on the Fair grounds in a 
preliminary discussion of band 
pickups from Fair spots. 

Spurt is due to the increased 


number of radio-minded sponsors 
who will have regular ‘theatres’ on 
the ground, similar to the Atlantic 
& Pacific Carnival of 1933. Besides 
A.&P. there will be the Ford mam- 


moth exhibit with its attendant 
theatre. Swift & Co. is readying 
a show for the Fair with band 


background as is Standard Brands. 
Steve Trumbull, former CBS pub- 
licity chief here, moves over io the 


J. Walter Thompson agency to 
handle all radio contact work for 
the exposition. John Clayton re- 
turns to work at the Fair as p.a. 
for the Skyride, getting leave of 
absence from WLS for the dura- 
tion of the festival. 

Not likely that NBC will mak¢ 


the grand spread for the Fair again 
this year. They will continue pick- 
ups and other cooperative functions 


but the feeling among NBC execs 
is that this year will be a some- 
what pale reflection of the 1933 
glamour. 


2 Midwest Agencies 
War for Chamberlain 
Min. Announcements 


Chicago, March 19. 

Battle is on between two agencies 
for the Chamberlain hand lotion 
spot announcement account. Cool- 
idge agency of Des Moines last week 
came into the picture and on the 
Ruthrauff & Ryan agency’s toes by 
auditioning a string of six one- 
minute announcements for’ the 
Chamberlain account. 

When getting wind of this move 
Ruthrauff & Ryan agency, which 
has the account’s Eddie South band 
show on CBS, hurriedly made up 
their own string of announcements 
locally and shipped them to the 
client. Sponsor is now in a huddle 
trying to decide which agency gets 
the business with the finger point- 
ing favorably to R. & R. for their 
past performance record for this 
client. e 








Would-Be, Won’t-Be Wife 
Must Give Particulars 


On order of N. Y. Supreme Court, 
Peggy Garcia, who is suing Dave 
Rubinoff for $100,000 on an alleged 
breach of promise to marry, must 
give more particular information 
anent her action against the radio 
orchestra leader and violinist. 

Miss Garcia goes as far as to 
Mame places in her original com- 
Plaint, but for the bill of particu- 


lars the court holds it’s not that 
necessary, but she must tell how 
often and when and under what 


conditions, generally speaking, the 
promise to marry her was made by 
Rubinoff. 





GILMORE OFF AIR 
San Francisco, March 19. 
Gilmore Oil Company has can- 
called the Gilmore Circus on NBC's 
Pacific network, and bows‘ com- 
pletely out of the radio picture on 
March 30 for an indefinite period. 
Cancellation of the three-year- 
old radio show leaves vacant the 
Friday night spot on the network 
from 8:15 to 8:45 p. m., so Wes- 
son Oil will put its serial, ‘One 
Man’s Family,’ on there. 


KROGER AUDITIONS 


Chicago, March 19. 


Kroger Stores chain outfit of Cin- 
cinnati are auditioning over at NBC, 
Have checked through such shows 
as ‘Smackout,’ ‘Breakfast Club,’ 
still haven't reached a decision. 


but 





The New Uplift 





Philadelphia, March 19. 
Newer: thing in elevators is 
being demonstrated in the 
WCAU building, with the stu- 
dio just installing hidden loud 
speakers in all elevator cars. 
Idea has its disadvantages 
because visitors are riding up 
and «own not to miss any 
comedian’s gags. 


TBC MAKES IT 
TOUGHER FOR | 
PLUGS 


NBC's program department has 
given the song pluggers something 
else to worry about. From now on 
the hour from which usages are to 
be counted will be ~ o’clock instead 
of 6 p.m. Under the new rule a 
song played at 5 o’clock will not be 














permitted a repeat until after 10 
o'clock, 
Network for the past year has 


limited the paying of a pop tune to 
once in five hours for any one night 
after 6 p.m. To make up somewhat 
for this restriction the music pub- 
lishers have concentrated their 
placements among the dance combos 
holding down broadcast spots dur- 
ing the tea or cocktail period. With 
the counting ~point moved back to 
4 o'clock the music publishers will 
be less inclined to cater to this 
latter element. A plug placed here 
might result in the loss of a per- 
formance during the choice evening 
listening stretch and also of a 
larger hookup, if the prospective 
user happens to be one of the more 
popular commercials. 


Olsen & Johnson Off 


Chicago, Mareh 19. 

Swift show with Olsen and John- 
son team plus the Harry Sosnik 
band goes off the CBS ride on 
March 23. Olsen and Johnson head 
for the coast. 

J. Walter Thompson agency at 
present considering keeping the 
Swift program off until the coming 
autumn, though there is some talk 
of trying three 15-minutes shots 
weekly with the Sosnik band as 
prime entertainment. 








FIRST RADIO NOVEL 


Woodbury Serial Emerges Between 
Boards 

First novel developed from a radio 
serial has been accepted by Mac- 
auley for publication. It’s ‘Danger- 
ous Paradise’, twice weekly program 
which Woodbury has been support- 
ing on NBC for the past 26 weeks. 
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BURN-UP BOYS 


|of knowi1edge 


—— eee + 


Saturday Night Habits Charted by 
Gallup From 163,000 
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NBC, Conscious of Accumu-_, 
lated Peeves, Seeks to 
Work Out Better Rela- 
tions with Ad Agencies 
and affiliated Stations—- 


Appoint Edgar Kobak, | 
Prestige Diplomat, as| 
Vice-President 


STATION DIVVY 


NBc is making efforts on two 


frontiers to win good-will and trade 


Hollywood, March 19. 

A farmer writes KNX asking 
the station to change its news 
bulletin periods at 6 and 9 p.m. 
to some time between 7 and 8. 

Writer gave as his reason 
that at 6 o'clock ruralites are 
doing their chores and that 
they are in bed before 9. 


COMMITTEE TO 
RUN CROSSLEY 














popularity. On one hand, it will 


' 
woo the advertising agencies whose 


unfriendliness has been a matter 
to NBC for 
time. On the other hand, the web 
is serenading its own affiliated sta- 
tions who have consistently been 
grumblers against what they deem 
NBC's niggardly divvying of the 


some 


coin. 
As a first move NBC has filled 
the post of co-ordinator of sales 


and ambassador of good-will which 
the network’s board of directors has 
had under consideration for months. 
Designation hag gone to Edgar Ko- 
bak, formerly v.p. and sales man- 
ager for McGraw-Hill and presi- 
dent of the American Federation of 
Advertisers. His title with the web 
is that of v.p. in charge of sales, 
with his authority extending over 


every form of selling in the New 
York, Chicago and San Francisco 
offices. 


Network’s directorate started to 
give thought to the adoption of 
ambassador of good-will after a 
survey by Tradeways, Inc., effi- 
ciency experts, confirmed a hunch 
that the sentiment harbored by ad 
agencies and commercials toward 
NBC wasn’t as lovey-dovey as it 
could be. From this the boardmen 
deduced that the web could use 
somebody possessed of both the 
high esteem of the advertising trade 
and a flair for smoothing out the 
nicks, grievances and differences 
that may have accumulated be- 
tween client and network. 

AFA is a pot-pourri of practically 
all national advertiser organizations 
in America. Another connection 
that gives Kobak exceptional stand- 
ing in the trade is his membership 
on the Advertising Review Com- 
mittee, the super tribunal of ethics, 
which is composed of leading pub- 
lishers, advertisers and practitioners 
of the advertising craft. 

Roy Witmer continues as NBC's 
v.p. in charge of eastern sales. 

A Melon for Stations 

As a second part of the good-will 
seeking, completion of its revised 
system of compensation for network 
commercial] time is being rushed by 
NBc. It wants the announcement 
of this new method of payoff for 
affiliated stations to come as an 
aptly timed sequel to the web’s en- 
try into the field of general] station 
representation. Network is also 








Adaptation has been done by the 
author of the air continuity, Carl 
Bixby. Publishing house has the} 
book figured for a June release and | 
pegged at $2 across the counter. 

Woodbury will tie in on the nov- | 
el’s exploitation, through the for- 
mer’s agency rep, Lennen- Mitchell. 





ne | 
| 
Barry Ryan’s Job | 


garry Ryan, son of one of 
agency’s partners, 
Jack Davidson 
rauff-Ryan's radio 
Davidson may buy into the Gold- | 
smith and Briscoe booking offices. 

Under the previous setup David- 
R-R’s network inter- 


the | 
has” replaced | 

head of Ruth- 

department. 


as 





son directed 
ests while Barry Ryan concerned | 
himself with spot broadcasting. | 
For the latter assignment the} 
agency has brought in Elizabeth 
| Black. 


cognizant of the moral and busi- 
ness effect the news of an increased 
divvy for hookup facilities would 
have on a station while in the midst 
of trying to decide whether to let 
NBc do its spot booking also. 

Under the new method of 
time compensation an 


net- 


work asso- 


| ciated outlet will cut in on the rate 
| collected for it by 
to a measuring rod compounded of | 


NBC according 


actual area coverage, listener popu- 
lation and comparative local show- 
manship. With the exception 
few stations NBC pays off out of 
the commercial intake on a common 
level, 
the half hour and $12.50 for a 15- 
minute sponsored program. Among 
the affiliates collecting heftier fees 
are WLW, Cincinnati; WJR, De- 
troit; WEEI, 3oston; 
Rochester, and WSM, Nashville. 
As a preliminary to the refram- 
of station remuneration of 


ing 


of a} 


It’s $50 for the hour, $25 for | 


WHAM, | 


SURVEYS 


D. R. Smelser, of Procter & Gam- 
| ble, has been elected chairman of 
the committee representing both the 
Association of National Advertisers 
and the American Association of 
Advertising Agencies, which from 
now on will have full charge of the 
operations of the Co-operative 


Analysis of Broadcasting, more 
popularly known as the Crossley 
Reports. A. W. Lehman continues 


as secretary and manager of the 
checking service. 
Others representing the ANA on 


the CAB’s governing board are 
George W. Vos, of the Texas Co., 
and Cc. H. Lang, of General Elec- 


tric, while the delegation from the 
agency faction consists of George 
Gallup, of Young-Rubicam, and 
Chester E. Haring, of B. B. D. & O. 
Haring was also named treasurer. 
Contracts for the service will be 
made direct with the committee, but 
Archibald Crossley, who has done 
the statistical work for the reports 
since they were started four years 
ago, will retain that function as a 
member of the ANA payroll. 


ENFORCE CANADA’S 








Toronto, March 19. 

Charles Shearer, representative 
of the Canadian Radio Commission 
here, has been instructed that 
henceforth the CRC ruling restrict- 
ing advertising continuity to 5% of 
program time must be enforced, this 
to set an example to all other Fed- 


ADVERTISING RULE) 


Phone Calls 


Since his agency, Young-Rubi- 
cam, has become the champ user of 
Saturday night network time Dr. 
George Gallup, director of research, 
has been conducting a survey to 1 
find out in what proportion they're 

actually listening on the weekend 

occasion. From findings he’s gath- 

ered so far Dr. Gallup has made the 

deduction that the Saturday night 1 
loudspeaker population is about 20% 
under the average audience figures 
for such peak listening nights as 
Thursday, Friday and Sunday. For 
his checking he has been and is 
using exclusively the coincidental 
phone method. 

Info garnered by these telephone 7 
calls, says Dr. Gallup, disclosed that 
the American husband's habit 
making Saturday night the nicht 
out for him and his missus is as ‘ 
‘trong as ever. Also that the per- é 
entage of sets found turned on | 
among the Saturday night stay-at- 
homes was away below the level 
prevailing for the other nights of 
the week. This is obviously due to 
a condition created by broadcasting 
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itself. Accustomed to finding, over 
a period of years, that this is radio’s hh 
sluff-off night when it comes to . = 
quality of entertainment, a major 


ratio of those who happen to be at 








For his researches this year Dr. 
Gallup estimates he will use around 
100,000 phone calls, with a large 
portion of these devoted to his Sat- 
urday night checkups. The Co- 
operative Analysis of Broadcasting, 
better known as the Crossley Re- 
ports, is based on an annual usage 
of no more than 88,000 calls. 


Kirtland-Engel Goes | 
Radio; Seeking Shows 











eral-controlled stations in Canada. 

Spot announcements are being 
cancelled or curtailed in American 
programs broadcast in Canada by 
CRC stations and signals from 7:30 
to 11:00 p.m. being eliminated 
entirely. 





are 





Wynn May Furlough 


Texaco is contemplating taking 
29d Wynn off the air in May and 
substituting a light musical 


stanza. When Wynn goes Don 
Voorhees will exit along with him 
for the summer. 

Wynn was out of the Tuesday 





hookup time NBC had a corp of en- 
| gineers make a signal strength sur- 
|vey of all affiliated transmitters. 
| Findings of this inquiry have been 
| closely guarded by the network as 
the result of a jam it got into after 





one associated broadcaster had 
|} come into possession of the web’s 
charting of his station’s coverage. 
; It was so gratifying that he had 
| copies made and flashed by his 
salesmen when they went calling 
among local prospects. Another | 
broadcaster in the same community 
who was also allied with NBC 


' 
j 
| burned at the advantages shown by 
i the competitor’s signal map and in 
E letter to the network demanded to 

know whether it was trying to put 
| him out of business. 


night niche four months last year. | 


For 5 Chi Accounts 











; i 

Chicago, March 19. ‘ & 
Kirtland-Engel agency is the hote . 1 
test spot for radio in town at pres- k 
ent with the agency readying five Ei 
shows for as many accounts. Be- im 
sides have already plaeed one client, i § i 
Feltman and Curme shoes, on for , 
a local ride. B i 
In the offing is a show for Ulinois i Fr 
Meat Products which is likely to if qa 
take the old WENR Derby program, i & 
also shows for an anchovy package, ! fi 


a publication and a department 
store tieup Agency is hustling 
around for notions and the ante- 
room looks like the NBC and CBS 


reception rooms combined. 


~ 





HARBOARD IN FRISCO 
San Francisco, March 19. A 

Major General James G. Harbord, 
| chairman of the board of directors 
|of RCA, is due to arrive here to- : 
|; day (19) from Hollywood, where 
|} he has been o.o.’ing the film situa- 
| tion. s 
Will speak at a Commercial club ? Fa 

j luncheon and look over the RCA 
and NBC setup here before heading 
Eastward. z 











MacDonald with K-E 
Chicago, March 19. . 
D. I. MacDonald now with the 3 
| Kirtland-Engel agency in charge of ie 
jthe radio department. Le 





is on , 


apa ake ee eee 


tis 
tas 


8 
ae 


= fd 
Woke lohan One wm Vedearern radi 


est ad 5 i ee 
et tenet nies bt abe fear 


of a 


home of a Saturday night have got = ¢ 
into the habit of not tuning in alto- 
gether. 
No Competition $ 

Even though the agency has these E 
circumstances to contend with, , 
Young-Rubicam has found Satur- 
day night toe its favor. Agency’s i 
Saturday evening lineup of com- cs 
mercials accounts for a consecutive |= 
run of cross-country links on either i S 
NBC or CBS between 7:30 and 10:30, eS 
Existence of a smaller potential - | f 
audience, however, the ageffcy 3 
figures, is offset substantially by the E 
fact that its programs have little to £ 
compete with in the matter of F 
listener attention. From outstand- : 
ing name attractions it on this pare a 
ticular night gets no opposition, so 7 
that of those tuned in it can be ce 
assured of a hefty percentage. ry 


wee SH 
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BARNACLE BILL 
Cliff Soubier 
Children’s Programs 
15 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WMAQ, Chicago 

This review belongs alongside of 
the report on Skipper Jim on 
WBBM-CBS. Barnacle Bill is on 
the ace NBC station and is spon- 
sored by the Bunte Bros. candy 
factory while Jim is still sustaining. 

Story behind these two programs 
is a story of a battle between NBC 
a.-.d CBS with WBBM stepping into 
the picture with Skipper Jim after 
NBC had announced the Barnacle 
Bill show. 

There is very little difference be- 
tween the two programs. The ini- 
tial story of each of the salties 
coneerned a whale and each was 
a whale of a yarn. Bill devoted his 
entire prograim to the one story, 
while Jim divides his 1, minutes 
into three parts. 

Bill uses a couple of kids as lis- 
teners and interrogators while Jim 
-.olds the microphone to himself. 
Bill’s sponsor didn't wait for any 
buildup of his show but insisted 
on starting to collect some coin to 
pay for the show by going into a 
merchandising hook at once. Is 
offering a _ sailor hat for three 
wrappers from the Bunte five cent 
cand bars scch as Tango. 

Both shows may get across. Jim 
will do better with the mothers and 
vomen’'s clubs because of the moral 
vein and the seosgraphical comment 
while the kids will probably veer 
tov.ards Bill’s straight-forward tall 
tales. . Gold, 


_ 


SAMMY KAYE’S ORCHESTRA 


Danse Music 
Sustaining .. L 
WGY, Schenectady 

This unit, which has been on the 
air over stations elsewhere, is now 
broadeasting via WGY. from the 
Hendrick Hudson Hotel in Troy. 
Schedule calls for several half-hour, 
late-evening programs weekly, plus 
an occasional 15-minute, luncheon- 
hour shot. 

Kaye's boys, all 
yen of Ohio State University, 

r a pleasing brand of music into 
the microphone. Much of it is the 
soft, smooth type, easy on the ear 
and probably itching to dancer’s 
feet. The rhythm is good, arrange- 
ments are neat, and ensemble play- 
ing is excellent. Kaye stresses a 
group rather than an _ individual- 
instrument effect. 

Early-afternoon programs are a 
bit too quiet, too subdued for listen- 
ers, though not perhaps for diners. 
The inclusion of livelier-tempoed 
numbers on the chart and a freer 
rein for the vocalists would improve 
these Bhots, from the dialers’ view- 
point. 

Band has made quite a hit with 
the younger set of the Capital Dis- 
trict, but has been less fortunate in 
its relations with A. F. of M. locals. 
Both at the Hendrick Hudson and 
at its previous stand, the Edgewood 
Inn, East Greenbush, Kaye's unit 
met with opposition. Jaco. 


of whom are 


FRANK E. GANNETT 
Talk 
Sustaining 
WGY, Schenectady 

Publisher of the Gannett chain 
of dailies delivered a 10-minute 
afternoon talk on peace over the 
NBC red network. Most interesting 


feature of thé address was his sug- 


gestion for the cfeation of a Fed- 
eral Department of Peace headed by 
an officer of cabinet rank, and of a 
similar department in other coun- 
tries. 

Gannett gave only a very sketchy 
idea of how the department would 
function in the United States. He 
did say that it should use news- 
po2pers, magazines, radio and the 
screen for above-board publicity. 

Was not entirely clear from his 
remarks whether these agencies 
were to be utilized on a free or a 
paid basis, or both—and that the 
department should be allotted as 
much money for its work as the 
country now spends in preparing 
for armed conflict. 

yannett spoke in a clear voice 
and in the crisp tone of a business 
man talking at a board of directors’ 
meeting. Jaco, 


THELMA KESSLER 
Songs 
15 Mins. 
» Sustaining 
WCAUS, Philadelphia 

After a ten-month’s tryout in 
Cincinnati, Thelma Kessler comes 
east. with her first stop in Philly. 
This the warbler who starred on 
both networks a year or so back. 

Neat copy, combined with good 
vocalizing lifts this show way out 
of the ordinary local class. Blayne 
Butcher, who worked with the 
Kessler gal at WLW, dropped the 
usual announcing to do a cute 
cross-fire gab with the singer. 
Choice of music, for the ballad song, 
is appropriate, and-‘she warbles with 
a sureness that's nice to listen to. 
Mason’s house band, doing the ac- 
companying chores, are a little too 
prosaic and do a weak job, since a 
well-rounded voice can use lots of 
band help. 

Show is spotted nicely, airing at 
6:15.0n Vridavs. She’s got the pro- 
fessional touch. 


- 


SKIPPER JIM 
James Sarsfield 
Children’s Yarns 
Sustaining 

15 Mins. 
WBBM, Chicago 

For full elucidation of this pro- 
gram see adjoining report on Barn- 
acle Bill. 

Each program claims that the 
other fellow has copped the notion. 
They are both mistaken. The yarns 
are direct reminders of the popular 
Pop-Eye cartoons and follow closely 
the ideas of that widely circulated 
cartoon strip. 

Radio with these programs again 
proves that it does not originate. 
Sarsfield is doing a good job of his 
work here but unfortunately for all 
conc rned the doubling of ideas on 
both programs is too obvious to do 
anybody any good. Gold. 


WHAT’S NEXT IN RADIO 
Michael Strange 

Talk 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WEVD, New York. 

Michael Strange, playwright, poet 
and ex-frau of John Barrymore, was 
brought in as the third speaker of 
this Thursday night series. On the 
opening stanza H. V. Kaltenborn 
did some horoscoping on the link 
between radio and politics and the 
following week Sigmund Spaeth 
told them what he expected in the 
way of musical developments. 
From Miss Strange the occasion 
drew little of a prognosticating na- 
ture. She took the time allowed 
her, with the exception of a minute 
or two, to deliver herself of a salty 
attack on broadcasting in general 
The acerbities. were piled on with a 
vim and a vengeance, though there 


was nothing original about her 
points of criticism or argument. 


When she did get around fo the sub- 
ject assigned here she waxed torch- 
bearerish and in grandiloquent verb-. 
iage sketched what she thought the 
great boon that radio could be to 
mankind if it drove out fhe con- 
spirators of business and put the 
right artists and mechanics. in 
charge. 

Miss Strange said that she violent- 
ly resented being badgered with the 
idea of how to spend her money 
whenever she tuned on her radio 
for entertainment, culture or in- 
struction. Broadcasting interests, 
she had come to the conclusion, 
were not interested in building the 
human mind but rather in bothering 
people with sales talk. It has long 
seemed to her that it behooved the 
artists to safeguard radio from the 
mechant princes as they have tried 
to safeguard ‘the cinema from the 
pants pressers.’ And not until this 
has been done will the air medium 
find a life of its own. 

Miss Strange’s sharp, staccato de- 
livery did anything but rate her 
voice as a possible asset to the loud- 
speaker. Odec. 





GRADY COLE 

News Commentator 
15 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 

WBT, Charlotte, N. C. 

Back in the love feast days be- 
tween radio and the press, Grady 
Cole, then a member of the staff of 
the Charlotte News, made his start 
in radio, presenting the daily news 
program that the paper supplied for 
the notice that it received in re- 
turn. That was five years ago. 

Radio and the papers came to a 
parting of the ways here and Grady 
stuck to radio. He has just signed 
a contract with his fourth sponsor 
for the column that he conducts in 
two and three daily installments for 
the four sponsors, The new sponsor 
is Willard Tablet Company, makers 
of stomach tablets. In addition he 
has BC Remedy Company (head- 
ache cure), Cole Manufacturing 
Company (farm implements), and 
Stewart-Warner’ radios, through 
Shaws, Inc., the Carolinas distribu- 
tors. Operators of the Cole Com- 
pany are not relatives, 

Only variation between the type 
of broadcast presented for each con- 
cern is for BC, a daily sports pro- 
gram that goes on every night for 
five minutes. The other three spon- 
sors have three 15-minute programs 
a week, giving Grady 16 presenta- 
tions a week, 

Spot news, market reports, and 
comments on the passing show are 
all woven into the programs. Each 
one takes up where the other left 
off, regardless of whose program it 
happens to be—with the exception 
of the Slightily different BC offer- 
ing. 


WILL AUBREY 
Songs, Guitar, Chatter 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
KPO, San Francisco 

Will Aubrey is vaude’s ‘Bard of 
the Byways,’ who has _.trod the 
boards for 20 years or more with 
his routine of songs played to his 
own guitar accompaniment, and in- 
terspersed with litile chatter and 
small town band imitations, etc. 

On twice weekly at 9:45 a.m. as 
an NBC sustaining feature and also 
on Carefree Carnival, transcontin- 


ental show, in Creek and dialect 
characters. Building up nicely, and 
has a lackadaisical, pleasing style 


that the usual cold mike even picks 
up and reflects. It’s a neat quarter 
hour: session, appealing especially 





to the Older listeners, Bock. 





Three of a Kind 





Two ‘Barnacle Bill’ radio 
programs, one from WMAQ, 
Chicago, the other from WGY, 
Schenectady, are reviewed by 
Variety this week. 

Simultaneously a third pro- 
gram, ‘Skipper Jim, from 
WBBM, Chicago, is of similar 
theme and character. 











BARNACLE BILL 
With Frank Oliver, Robert Rissling 
Sea Stories 
Sustaining 
15 Mins. 
WGY, Schenectady 

Frank Oliver, a member of the 
WGY Players in pioneer days of 
radio, spins a series of Munchausen- 
like yarns of the sea on this pro- 
gram, heard one afternoon weekly. 
Robert Rissling plays opposite 
Oliver in the role of a combined 
listener, interrogator and spoofer. 

Barnacle Bill is an English ‘limey’ 
who has visited -nany strange lands 
and seen many strange sights. He 
describes his experiences with great 
imagination and gusto, if not with 
a strict regard for the _ truth. 
Comedy arises from Bill’s mispro- 
1..nciation of words and the con- 
treuictions in his stories, plus the 
punning and kidding by Rissling. 

Oliver makes the old seadog an 
interesting and lifelike character. 
The cockney accent sounds authen- 
tic, thanks to Oliver’s former troup- 
ing with English stock companies. 
Rissling is a splendid feil for Oliver. 
He sometimes sings snatches of 
songs—an angle which could be 
built up for Rissling possesses a 
resonant baritone and a vocal style 
well adapted to sea numbers. This 
feature is ‘off the beaten track for 
an afternoon local, and, as such, is 
interesting. Jaco. 


RHUBARB RED AND SUNNY JOE 
Lester Polfauss, Ralph Wolverton 
Hill Billies 

COMMERCIAL 

15 Mins. 

WBBM, Chicago 

‘Rhubarb Red and ‘Sunny Joe’ 
weren't considered hilly enough as 
titles so the announcer subtitles 
them the ‘Ozark Appleknocker’s’. 
But no matter what the title this 
belongs in the classification of out- 
hillying the best or worst of ’em. 
Radio is now convinced that there’s 
no such thing as a ‘worst’ in hill- 
billies. The worse they are the bet- 
ter. 

And Rhubarb Red and Sunny Joe 
fill that bill to overflowing. It takes 
plenty of stamina and sense of duty 
to keep the station tuned in to lis- 
ten to ear-racking twanging of 
‘Sweetheart of the Prairie’ and ‘Go- 
ing Back to Texas.’ But maybe the 
users of Sendol, the cough medicine, 
like a plinking guitar, squeaky fiddle 
and backfiring tonsils. 

But with hill billy programs the 
audience can be assured they will 
get plenty of commercial plugging. 
In this one the spiels go over the 
top, a long spiel for every song. 
Four songs mean four plugs open- 
ing and closing copy. It’s a grow- 
ing belief in radio that the audi- 
ences have unconsciously trained 
themselves not to hear long com- 
mercial copy. It’s a good thing that 
nature has provided this defense 
mechanism, otherwise a show and 
plug like this would be dangerous 
to the welfare of the nation. Some 
of the strongest copy ever used is 
on this Sendol program, bringing 
up visions of 100,000 people dying 
yearly from pneumonia and hinting 
possible similar fate to the listener 
if he does not send out for Sendo! 
at once. 

Besides the hill-billy yodeling the 
program is checking listeners by 
offering a free package of Sendol 
also an autographed photo of the 
artists. Gold. 





MUSICAL TINTYPES 

Patricia Ann Manners and Norse- 
men, Homer Griffin 

All State Insurance Co. 

15 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WENR, Chicago 

One of the best things about this 
show is that it immediately pre- 
cedes Amos ’n’ Andy. This shapes 
as an excellent break for this show 
and what’s more, it’s the type of 
show that will appeal to the steady 
Amos ’n’ Andy listeners. All in all, 
a shrewd buy on the part of Sears 
Roebuck company which controls 
the All State automobile insurance 
outfit. 

It’s a quick 15 minutes and suit- 
able for the mail order listeners. 
Margaret Morton McKay has ar- 
ranged a show that gets away from 
the straight concert type of routin- 
ing. Instead of just announcing the 
next song the spieler here digs into 
a make-believe album and comes 
out with a tintype of Uncle Harr: 
or Aunt Mayme which is the cue 
for the next tune. 

Norsemen quartet handle them- 
selves well and at all times give fine 
support to Ann Manners, who i 
reaiiy the ace in this program. A 
soprano with a likable pair of pipes 
that swing through the ether with 
a sweet sort of lilt. Unusual for 
soprano tunesters to come through 





(Continued on page 43) 


‘hin Line News 


By Nellie Revell 





Sponsors of the Hall of Fame have renewed their time on NBC ana 
are already signing up guest stars for the future. Among those set are 
John Barrymore, Lucretia Bori, Paul Robeson and Jascha Heifetz. On 
April 8 a new product, instead of Hind’s Honey and Almond Cream, will 
be advertised. 


Can't Settle on Minnevitch 


Borrah Minnevitch show at WOR is in Hne to being called radio’s foot- 
ball. When it started it had a continuity by Peter Dixon. Then Walter 
Craig assumed production on the program, to be followed by Raoul 
Marlowe. Now Ben Rocke and Nat Wolfe are handling the show. 


What Seth Parker Sounds Like 


A sustaining dramatic program put on NBC recently was actually q 
public audition for Frigidaire, sponsoring Seth Parker. Program, pro- 
duced by Vernon Radcliffe, faked a short wave broadcast from Parker ag 
though he were in the South Seas. Purpose was to show the sponsors 
what Parker's programs will sound like when he is away from this 
country. No decision yet. 





Japanese Govt. As Sponsor? 

Japanese government is indicatéd being interested in a program that 
may shortly begin on NBC. This is the show sponsored by the Inter- 
national Silk Guild with Xavier Cugat and Ray Heatherton. Represen- 
tatives of the Nippon government will hear a final audition at NBC this 
week, 





General Mills’ Bits 
General Mills’ one time broadcasts ‘Bits of Broadway Big Hits’ March 
24, is an experiment by the sponsor, with succeeding programs to go on 
if this one is successful. Broadcast will be heard over 83 Columbia 
stations, with eight Broadway stars participating. 





Short Shots 
Al Jolson plans to do ‘Emperor Jones’ and ‘Lilliom’ on his Kraft cheese 
hour....Eddie Powell, WOR announcer, at Post Graduate hospital, 
where he was operated on Saturday....Hudson Motor Car Co. has bought 
time for two weekly half hour shots on Tuesdays and Saturdays but 
has no programs set yet....Ray Perkins bids adieu to his tonsils this 


Thursday....Andrea Marsh auditioned for CBS last week....Tommy 
Rockwell's colored chauffeur is nicknamed ‘Toot Sweet’....NBC is pay- 
ing special attention to its afternoon sustaining programs....Paul Stew- 


art has been engaged for several broadcasts on ‘Bar O'....Because the 
Emily Posts of the personnel department decreed it was impolite to point 
with the fingers while conducting tourists through the studios, NBC’s 
guides are now armed with swagger sticks as pointer-outers..... Jack 
Berger celebrates the beginning of his fifth year at the Hotel Astor to- 
night. In 18 years he has worked for only three hotels....Gertrude 
Berg, author of and ‘Molly’ in the ‘Goldbergs’, has two children, Cherney, 
11, and Harriet, 8....Sponsors of Albert Spaulding’s CBS programs are 
taking steps to put it on a more popular vein and have already added 
a quartet....Lloyd Shafer has resigned as musical director of* WLW, 
Cincinnati, and is now in New York....Lilyan De Marco will be 23 
March 26....Sparton has renewed Richard Himber, Joey Nash, Three 
Scamps and Frances Langford for another five weeks. 





Just Talk 


As part of its plan to bring works of noted authors to the mike, CBS 
auditioned a script by T. S. Stribling, novelist, last week....Don Bestor 
and Jack Benny have worked together before, their new General Tire 
program being a reunion. With their respective wives they were on 
the old Orpheum circuit in 1927. Bestor’s wife is the former Frankie 
Klassen, dancer....Armida and Graces Hayes auditioned at NBC.... 
There’s a full length picture of Leo Reisman in the art exhibit in the 
RCA Building....Marley Sherris, Philip Carlin’s assistant, is out at NBC 
and is going in for free lance announcing....Minerva Pious of the Sal 
Hepatica and Palmolive programs is back from Atlantic City....Bob 
Griffin is auditioning for the Liberty Mutual Life Insurance Co. at WOR. 
He’s a baritone....Although WNEW is picking up some of Columbia’s 
bands, it is not allowed to mention the name of the orchestras, just stat- 
ing the hotel and room from which the music emanates....Reggie Childs 
orchestra has been set for local vaudeville dates on the Loew circuit.... 
General Foods is plannng to use the ‘Wizard of Oz for another of its 
products....lan Wolfe, dramatic actor, leaves soon for Hollywood and a 
picture....CBS is going to follow the Philharmonic programs on Sunday 
with its own symphony orchestra directed by Leith Stevens...@The Byrd 
broadcasts are the only sponsored series in which the sponsors can't sit 
in the control room....Jap Gude has postponed his proposed California 
trip to look over CBS publicity. 


. 


Gossip 


Columbia has gone on a spree to promote new talent, recently signing 
the Hurdy Gurdy Man, Arthur Godfrey, Bill Huggins, Bob Standish, 
Nick Lucas and Sylvia Froos. An unusual move for this time of the year 
....Al Katz may go into the Manhattan Casino....Mark Warnow has 
been relieved of his CBS sustaining shots to concentrate on his com- 
mercials,...Nicolina, the Russian singer, is being auditioned for an 
NBC sustaining program....Don Hall Trio will guest star for Babbo 
March 25....Ozzie Nelson's first radio appearance was for a commercial, 
Romer’s Homer's, a furniture company. Sponsor of that program, Mil- 
ton Roemer, gave up his business to manage Nelson and is still doing it 
....Irene Taylor opens at Loew's Valencia March 30....Frank Dole, bari- 
tone, is auditioning at WOR for a dog food commercial....That was the 
Packard Motor Car Co. that Walter Damrosch, with his 100-piece orches- 
tra and John B. Kennedy, as commentator, auditioned for last week at 
NBC....If Hudnut can clear the time on CBS for a dinner music broad- 
cast, Jack Denny will have a second program for that company.... 
Tydol has renewed Jimmy Kemper on CBS but is giving him two weeks 
to have his tonsils removed....Charles Carlile opens at Loew’s State 
March 23....Donald Novis is playing split vaudeville weeks to make 
sure he’s in New York for his Saturday night broadcast....Weber and 
Fields, Louis Katzman and his orchestra, and the Cavalliers auditions 
for NBC March 29, 


Stand By 

Arthur Tracy leaves for the coast soon and opens at the Los Angeles 
Paramount April 1....A sponsor, through his agency, is building a new 
prograny for Mildred Bailey..... John Gambling was ‘away from WOR 
for a week, making a hurried trip to, Florida to be with his son who is 
now recovering from a serious illness....Plough show has been renewed 
and will be on now until July at least....MBC has been unable as yet 
to clear the time for the proposed Lucky Strike show....Don Burt, of 
Jack Denny’s orchestra, is celebrating the arrival of a son....Lee Sims 
and Hlomay EPailey are dickering with a toothpaste manufacturer.... 
Minneapolis Symphony has been given four more stations, a total now 
of 49....Irwin Delmore, in Fred Allen's sHow, is a practicing attorney 
....Johnny Green, songwriter and orchestra leader who directs the 
Oldsmobile programs, now has an office on the 18th floor of CBS.... 
Seth Parker yacht has been closed to the public since a visitor fell down 





a companionway and was injured, 
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ie New York 


George Buehler has dropped the 
professional name of George Ben- 
nett previously used for his ap- 
pearances as baritone soloist on 
sustaining programs over NBC. 


Leo Weber and Johnny Winters 
now play classicals as well as pops. 
on their organlogues over the NBC 
red network. 

Roy Heatherton, ‘The Old Trou- 
badour’ on the Ipana program, and 
on NBC sustainers, is a 24-year- 
old baritone who made his radio 
debut seven years ago with the 
Paulist Choir. Later sang with Paul 
Whiteman, 

Herschel Williams, J. Walter 
Thompson staff producer, vacation- 
ing two weeks in Savannah. 

Sam Slade latest addition to the 
night trick of CBS’ press depart- 
ment. Comes from the dissolved 
Columbia News’ Service. 

Charles Carlile playing the State, 
Newark, week of March 23, does the 
next at the State, New York, has a 
third set two weeks after at Loew’s, 
Jersey City. 

Four of NBC’s execs framed 
things up for the final auditions 
committee last Wednesday night 
(14) by slipping themselves into 
the hearing list as a quartet. Gag 
revealed after the auditions coterie 
thumbed down the mystery four- 
some as lousee. Making up* the 
quartet were Frank Black, E. P. H. 
James, Skeets Miller and George 
Fr 

.ohnny Green on the _ regular 
CBBS staff as musical adviser and 
research expert. 

Hostesses have replaced page- 
boys at the info desks in the NBC 
office quarters. 

Tom Rockwell consults numerolo- 
gists for names with which to tag 
his new acts but never uses the bill- 
ing conjured up by the soothsaying 
sisterhood. 

Sylvia now with CBS 
buildup. 

Dorothy Menzin, eight years sec 
to Herman Bernie, has been pro- 
moted. She’s his assistant. 

Austin Joselyn, ex Chi Trib, is 
with Free & Sleininger’s Manhattan 
office. 

*reston Peters in from Chicago a 
couple of months ago still hasn’t 
ridden on a Manhattan subway and 
has a whole list of other ‘firsts’ to 
perform. 

Daniel Starch, New York, has a 
series of waxes for department 
stores that have interior decorating 
department. 

John ‘Babe’ Hauser joins the Paul 
Whiteman organization as a singer. 
Another new recruit is Angie Car- 
daman. 

Leon and Eddie’s had a cocktail 
party in honor of Al Jolson and Al 
sang plenty. 

B. A. Rolfe orchestra opens March 
22 at the Avenue restaurant, Man- 
hattan, and will have a gala press 
gathering. 

Hank Keene’s Gang now doing a 
supper-hour, thrice-weekly com- 
mercial for Crazy Water Crystals 
over WGY in addition to a daily 
morning sustainer. Succeed the 
Banjoleers, Lee and Don Hancox, 
on the commercial. 

Victoria Colamario, a local so- 
prano, who had been doing solo 
programs for a short time, is now 
appearing with Skip, Step and Hap- 
ianna on trio’s daily broadcasts over 
WGY and also on p.a. engage- 
ments. Act is on the NBC red net- 
work Saturday mornings. 

Waldo Pooler, Jerry Brannon and 
Tom Lewis, of the WGY ‘Joe and 
Eddie’ act, recently did seven shows 
in one day at Utica, N. Y. Trio 
worked four in a theatre, played 
two club-dinner dates, and gave a 
benefit performance in a hospital, 

Rubinoff gets New York license 
plate UU2. Irving Berlin's is 7B. 

Harrison Slocum, Newburgh, N. 
Y., tenor, can depend on his ac- 
companist when he does his weekly 
stint over WGNY at Chester. The 
reason: the pianist is Mrs. Slocum. 

WOKO, Albany, has arranged a 
series of special broadcasts during 
Holy Week. At noon each day 
ministers representing various de- 
nominations will «give _ religious 
talks. 

Talk about college-trained folks 
in radio, WOKO is there, with Deuel 
Richardson, Cornetl; DeWitt Rob- 
inson, Colorado; Snedden Weir, 
Glusgow; Royden Rand, Colgate; 
Douglas Joselyn, Union; Al Coplon, 
Albany Pharmacy; Harriet Cham- 
pagne, Syracuse, and Forrest Willis, 
Albany Law. 


New England 


John Shepard, 3d, 
without salutations. 
Jack Tierney of the WCAX 
staff at Burlington, Vt., now has 
the title of chief announcer. 
William H. Rose, WGY announ- 
cer, is vacationing at his home in 
St. Albans, Vt. 
WCAX, Burlington, 


for a 








writes letters 


Vt., using 





Blue Coal commercial discs. 
Kdward Gisburne, continuity edi- 


tor for WEEI, Boston, narrowly es- 
caped serious injury when, as he 
was about to take the stairway 
down to the studio floor, one of his 
crutches broke in two. The crutches 
were given him by the United 
States government twenty years 
ago, after a Mexican bullet took his 
leg off above the knee during an 
engagement at Vera Cruz, in the 
course of which Gisburne so con- 
ducted himself as to be awarded 
the Congressional Medal of Honor. 
So attached was he to his constant 
companions, he had repaired them 
frequently with wire and adhesive 
tape, but at last they have become 
useless. 


WDEV, Waterbury, Vt., has ex- 
tended its broadcast time 15 min- 
utes, being on the air daily until 
5:30 p.m. 

WQDM, St. Albans, Vt., gets its 
Plattsburgh, N. Y., programs by 
telephone. 


Harriet Hall, St. Albans, Vt, and 
Hazel and Marguerite Burnap, 
Swanton, Vt., WGW’s ‘Three School- 
maids’ have been vacationing at 
their respective homes. 


The Cirele orchestra is now 
broadcasting over WSYB, Rut- 
land, Vt. 


Elliott Eberhardt, WICC, Bridge- 
port, cashing in on piano talent at 
Stamford roadhouse. 

‘Five Rhythmites,’ Negro singing 
and musical quintet, spotted 1 p.m. 
Wednesdays at New Haven studios, 
WICC. 

Howard McClune, 10-year-old 
violinist, featured by Marge Hull’y 
band at WICC, Bridgeport. 

WAAB, Boston, is seeking per- 
mission from the FRC to move their 
transmitter from Squantum to Au- 
mission from the FRC to move the 
burndale, Mass. Also would like an 
increase in power of 500 watts and 
a new wavelength of 640 ke. 

John Shepard, president of. the 
Yankee web, has been in Wash- 
ington the past two weeks attend- 
ing the code hearings. 

Eleanor Talcott, WBZ _ singer, 
has gone jn the Club Touraine for 
a couple weeks. 

Alice O’Leary, Paul . Whiteman 
audition winner, is doing a turn at 
Cocoanut Grove, Boston, with 
Ranny Weeks and his orchestra. 

At the last minute Rodney May 
was called in by the Met, Boston, 
for this stage show. 

One of the instructors at the 
Shadyhill School in Cambridge in- 
vited his ninth grade class of boys 
to his home for Sunday night din- 
ner. The class accepted the invita- 
tion with the one stipulation that 
they would go if there was a radio 
in the home. Because they would 
not miss their favorite program. 


Pennsylvania 








o 

Ben Greenblatt, WCAU, Philly, 
piano rambler, planning band tour 
this summer in Europe—but no Ger- 
many! 

Cameron Andrews in New York 
for connection with NBC as voice 
impersonator. 

Paul Douglas’ pending divorce 
suit to be handled by WCAU’s I. D. 
Levy, his ex-boss. 


Congrats to Sandy Guyer, WPEN, 
Philly, announcer, on birthday. 

Mr. and Mrs. Meyer Davis at the 
Bellevue hostelry, Philly, to squint 
at his local ork crew. 

Ham Dalton, WPEN, Philly, news 
commentator, drawing fire for rap- 
ping Charles Lindbergh on the air 
mail scandal. ; 

WCAU, Philly, getting an air 
break ready for the brunette Dor- 
othy Hall, after a long lay-off. 

Reports are that WCAU, Phila- 
delphia, is happy to have the Ches- 
terfield show scram. Story is that 
Stokowski messed up the big ‘studio 
with tricky acoustic effects. 

No more eating in the WIP, Phila- 
delphia, studios is the latest dic- 
tum. One announcer had the bad 
habit of spilling coffee out the win- 
dow. 

Stan Lee Broza back from Atlan- 
tic City to resume the WCAU pro- 
gram director task, after a vacation 
for his youngster. 

Wwwsw, Pittsburgh, scouting 
around for a new location. City’s 
youngest station must give up its 
Hotel Schenley studios in a short 
time. 

Phil Spitalny, Irving Aaronson, 
Jack Logan and Will Ryshanek are 
al) to play at Military Ball at Wil- 
liam Penn hotel, Pittsburgh, Friday 
night and will go on the air over 
KDKA. 

Chickie Moss, who used to be on 
WCAE, sticks with Don Bestor for 


*his new commercial and stage ap- 


pearances. 

Darrell Martin, radio editor of 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, promises 
crippled and ailing shut-ins auto- 
graphed pictures of every air fa- 
vorite they want. 

KDKA’s newest team, Tommy and 
Sherlock, from Akron, O., sustain- 
ing six mornings weekly now. They 
came here after a six-month engage- 
ment on WWVA, Wheeling, W. Va. 

Dave Rubinoff spending week 


(Continued on page 42) 





Can. Performing Rights 
Case Settled After 6 Mos. 


Ottawa, March 19. 

Canadian Performing Rights So- 
ciety withdrew its injunction pro- 
ceedings seeking to restrain the Ca- 
nadian Radio Broadeasting Com- 
mission from using protected pop- 
ular musical compositions with the 
announcement that the government 
had purchased a license from the 
Society. 

The tariff filed at Ottawa by the 
Society for the song royalties for 
public performance over the air was 
made up of fees totalling $5,000. 





Upstate Stations Adv. 
Deal With Sales Crew 


Leads to Grief, Law 











Albany, March 19. 

When a merchant tuned 
WGLC, Hudson Falls, expecting to 
a program on which he had 


purchased ‘time’ and it failed to 
come out of his loudspeaker, what 
appeared to be a broadcast sales 
racket was exposed and also found 


in on 


hear 


to have ext>nded to WHAZ at 
Troy. 
Forty merchants in Saratoga 


Springs, Greenwich and Salem paid 
more than ,.500 for what three 
salesmen toid them weuld be a 
program broadcast by WGLC. They 
represented that a prominent man 
in each community would speak on 
‘Community Hour,’ in which the ad- 
vertisers would be mentioned. 

A few days after the WGLC pro- 
gram did not go on as scheduled, 
Ralph E. Wakeman, 49, of Clare- 
mont, N. H., was arrested on a 
charge of obtaining money under 
false pretenses. He was seized at 
Troy while boarding a train for 
Burlington, Vt. 

Police said that Wakeman had 
letterheads bearing the inscription 
‘Radio Advertising Specialists, Bur- 
lington, Vt. 

Wakeman faces arraignment to- 
morrow (20) in Saratoga Springs 
Police Court 





4-WAY AUDITION 


Meat Company Tunes in Officials 
In All Branches 





Tacoma, March 19. 


KOMO (NBC), Seattle, gave an 
audition for the Carstens Packing 
Company, one of the Coast’s largest 
meat concerns last Wednesday eve- 
ning (14), feeding from Seattle di- 
rect by Postal to offices here, also 
to KHQ in Spokane, where another 
plant is located and to Portland, 
KGW, where company has two 
places. 

Seattle officials of the company 
were guests of the KOMO studio. 
Company is listening to decide on 
Northwest radio hceokup. ‘Harpers 
Corners’ revised to ‘Carstens Cor- 
ners,’ was sent out by the cast from 
the feeding station. 





Frank Merriwell, Fiction 
Boy Marvel, Goes Radio 


After two years of auditioning 
the script for a long row of clients 
the J. Walter Thompson agency has 
found a taker for a dramatized ver- 
sion of the Frank Merriwell series. 
Dr. West (toothpaste and brush) 
debuts the serial 
(WEAF) link Monday afternoon 
(26) on a three a week basis. Pro- 
gram will originate from Chicago, 
and Gilbert Patten, who wrote the 
Merriwell stories under the Bert L. 
Standish tag, will do the adapting. 

Same commercial may bring Kate 
Smith back to CBS for a three 
nights a week schedule. 


More Wayne King 


Chicago, March 19. 
Lady Esther cosmetic, through the 
local Stack-Goble agency, adds a 
new Columbia program for Wayne 
King band. 
Starts April 15 for a weekly Sun- 
day shot from nine to 9:30 p.m. 





Cal Swanson’s New Job 

Cal Swanson is the new p.a. on 
radio for the J. Walter Thompson 
agency. His predecessor, John 
Gurke, has been assigned to handle 
the publicity for the Nash account, 
the latest to join the Thompson list. 

Swanson comes from the Lennen- 
Mitchell agency where he specialized 
in the ballyhoo of the Old Gold and 
Woodbury programs 


. 





STORER SAWING WOOD 


Temporarily Aim Is to Pep Uo 


WMCA, Manhattan 





Detroit, March 19. 

New chain being contemplated by 
George E. Storer will not get start- 
ed until WMCA New York is com- 
pletely reorganized from a business 
standpoint, according to Storer. As 
soon as this station is ready the 
chain plans will go ahead with a 
total of 14 stations in the network. 
Chain to cover the eastern and cen- 
tral parts of the country. 

Storer is not resigning as Presi- 
dent of CKLW, but may replace 
himself as general manager in the 
near future, but declines to name 
his successor. 





Uncle Sam Tests Radio 
Controlled Invention 


Baltimore, March 19. 

Dual radio circuits between Balti- 
more and Washington will be estab- 
lished soon Dy the Department of 
Commerce to test the practicability 
of a nation-wide web of aeronaut- 
ica) teletypewriter trunks operated 
by radio, a new invention. 

If found practicable, the govern- 
ment figures to save appreciable 
sums through elimination of leased 
land wires which have been used 
to transmit weather reports and 
maps along the airways. 

Transmitter will be located in 
Washington and receiver at Logan 
Field, local airway stop. Rex Mar- 
tin, assistant director of U. S. aero- 
nautics, is bossing the project. 





Mary McDonough Charm 
Talks for Arden Co. 


Philadelphia, March 19. 

Face-fixing Elizabeth Arden signs 
writer Mary Cathrine McDonough 
this week for a new series over 
WCAU locally Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday mornings at 10 a.m. 
Program is called ‘Lady Charm’ 
Talks for women on makeup. - 

Mary McDonough, a Bostonian, is 
chairman of the Massachusetts 
NRA Board. 


Vic and Sade Double 


Chicago, March 19. 





Vic and Sade program after a 
sustaining run again returns to a 
commercial for local sponsorship 


by the Ironized Yeast company of 
Atlanta. This follows the blow- 
up of the Ironized Yeast plan to 
use a five-minute dise plus 10 min- 
utes of studio talent. 

Vic and Sade show starts March 
26 on WENR for a Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday try at 7:45 
Pp. m. Will continue its regular 
noontime program on NBC but 
without a Chicago outlet. Program 





on NBC’s red 


was previously sponsored by Jelke 
products. 


Mexican Music Gets Big Vote of 
Confidence After 8 Yrs. on WOAI 


Dallas, March 19. 
After 432 consecutive weekly 
broadcasts over station WOAI, San 


Antonio, a record of eight years and 
two months which may or may not 
be equalled in the annals of ether 
advertising, the Gebhardt Chili 
Powder company, through the Dal- 
las office of Tracy-Lock2-Dawson, 
decided to add other southwestern 
stations to its outlet. Whether its 
WOAI programs, a Spanish- Mexican 
instrumental and vocal type, would 
appeal to a larger audience puzzled 
all involved. 

To solve their quandary, officials 
of the company agreed io an ‘over 
the air’ audition of two thirty-min- 
ute programs on the same night— 
one their standard type and one of 
an American type—leaving it up to 
listeners for a vote. This peculiar 
audition, believed to be the first of 
its kind here or elsewhere, was 
riven advance announcement over 
ithe radio station and by radio-page 


ads. After the stunt, more than 
10,000 replies were received (and 
each rewarded with a can of the 


company’s product and recipe book) 
—hotly in favor of the Spanish- 
Mexican program. 


INSURANCE CO. SUES 
WBIG, GREENSBORO 


Charlotte, N. C., March 19. 

North Carolina Broadcasting 
Company is defendant in an action 
instituted in superior court by the 
Jefferson Standard Life Insurane 
Company for appointment of a re- 
ceiver for the defendant company 
and to recover $790.60 alleged to 
be due as rent for quarters of sta- 
tion WBIG atop the _ Jefferson 
Standard Building at Greensboro. © 

Complaint alleges that J. L. M. 
Smith, president of the broadcast- 
ing company, has transferred and 
assigned his right and interest in 
612 shares of stock in the com- 
pany, subject to escrow agreement 
with J. B. Pound as security for 
an indebtedness of $20,000 evi- 
denced by notes. 

Further allegations in the plead- 
ings say that Clayton C. Townes, 
following the stock assignment, has 
taken charge of and is managing 
the station and is seeking to have 
the broadcasting license  trans- 
ferred to another corporation 
known as Guilford Broadcasting 
Company. Mismanagement is also 
charged against Townes. 








Pete de Lima Does a 


Greeley for Columbia 


Pete de Lima goes to Hollywood 
on a permanent assignment for the 
Columbia network artists bureau. 
He will work out there with George 
McGarrett of the CBS commercial 
department. 

De Lima has been second in com- 








Likes Monday Nites 


Hollywood, March 19. 
Hollywood-on-the-Air, NBC em- 
anater from here, goes back to 


Monday night broadcasting, March 
26. 
Has been on Thursdays from 


9:15 p. m. to 9:45 and will be from 

9 p. m. on the new day. 
Orchestra has been 

from 19 to 25 pieces. 


OIL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Chicago, March 19. 

Midcontinent Petroleum Company 
last week turned out a flock of one- 
minute announcements at the RCA 
Victor studios here. Through the 
Potts agency of Kansas City. 

Are known as DX announcements, 
and are simple dramatizations. Ex- 
pect to hit the stations in the mid- 
west by April 1. 


increased 








POET BLANDING AIRS 
Hollywood, March 19. 

Don Blanding, poet and author of 
Hawaiian material, goes on KNX 
for a twice-weekly broadcast. 

He’ll read his own stuff, back- 
grounded by piano and _ stringed 
instruments. 





CKY, Manitoba, celebrated its | 
llth anniversary last week with 
a special broadcast arranged by | 











Darby Coats, program director 


| fic department and 


mand under Ralph Wonders in the 
New York Artists Bureau, 





Gilmore Comics Land 


Hollywood, March 19. 

Ken Gillum and Duke Atterbury, 
who were featured on the Gilmore 
Circus over KFI and coast NBC, 
land on the staff of KMTR. 

Comics are on for three 15-min. 
periods, commercialled by Daltons, 
Ine. 





CREAM OF WHEAT STAYS 

Though its original 13-week con- 
tract expires with the April 22 
broadcast, Cream of Wheat has de- 
cided to keep the Sunday nicht 
dramatic affair with Angelo Patri 
going until May 3. 


£* 
Cereal packer withdraws from the 


air each summer because of the sea- 
sonal nature of the product. It’s 
Patri’s third year on the account, 





Sherris Freelances 

Marley R. Sherris has quit NBC’s 
program department to do freelanc- 
ing as an announcer. Accounts he 
takes with him are Calsodent (J. 
Walter Thompson) and the Greater 
New York Federation of Churches. 

Besides announcer Sherris func- 
tioned as contact between the traf- 
Philip Carlin, 
assistant manager of the program 
department. 
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e 15-minute programs featuring 
Eleanor Bell and Jack Farr, vocal- 
ew usiness ists, and Bo Norris, pianist. WSOC. 
Moose’s, women's clothing, renewal 
of series with John O’Daniel, vocal- 
“Son a Crystal Co., local 
Crazy Water rys .. loca 
BOSTON DENVER e 
American Cranberry Exchange, Armand, Inc., 15-minute electrical renee ape a eae. 
ten announcements, began March| transcription, 3 times a week, indefl-| |. 2... until further notice. Placed 
12 through Gotham Advertising nite. KFEL. . locally. WBT. 
Agency,’ New York. WEEI. Nyal Drug Stores, 16-minute elec-| " Hogoe Motor Car Co., Detroit, 22 
ManKind Dog Food, three an- ye Se 3 times @ week,| 4ne-minute announcements dally 
p . beg reeks. “EL. ‘ : 
ee it Gnsent p tren Wais- National Security Insurance Com- — 2 ag — 
worth and Casmir, New York.|Pany, one minute electrical tran-|11. oni a 
WEEI . scription a day, 1 month. KFEL. Gillette “Safety R Co., New 
Dodge Motors, twenty-two an-| Jefferson Hotel, St. Louis, Mo, 78] y 5. continuation pro ‘or 52 
nouncements. started March J 60-word announcements. XKFEL, one-minute recorded announcements, 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan, Inc.| Tudor Plate, one 50-word an-/ ao. and evening, ending March 30, 
New York. WEEI. nouncement daily, two months./ 1934. Placed by Radio Sales, Inc., 
ot Co., 18 15-minute * im 1 
quopems fren March 2-June 29,| PTM Mouth Wash, one 60-word M clacone Altai Co., renewal At- 
and 17 programs from Sept. 7-Dec.| announcement daily, 30 days. KFEL.!| ter Kent Radio Distributors, 
28, through Salinger & Publicover| Joslin Dry Goods Co., five ass ~ Charlotte, N. C., series of 13 15-min- 
ey ee WNAC, ‘\ EAN ee daily, one week. ute daytime programs, Monday, 
ann. B. Davie Co. (Baking Powder),| Gigantic Cleaners and Dyers, va wer a. Bee 
26 5-minute periods from Feb. 26-| three announcements daily, one Merrold Johnson, Chicago, series 
April 25, through Ruthrauf & Ryan! ‘ear, —— KFEL. dail _lof 120 one-minute announcements 
‘ i to Placed by Radio Sales, 


Henley-Kimball Co., sponsoring 
@ix participations in Yankee Net- 
work News Service this week. 
WNAC, WEAN, WORC, WMAS, 
WICC, WLBZ, WFEA and WNBH. 
Through Scott Advertising, Boston. 

Boston Evening American, 10 15- 
minute programs, dramatization of 
serial cartoon. WAAB. 

Eagle Super Markets, Inc., fifteen 
minute programs from Feb. 26-May 
21. WAAB. 

Socialist Party of Massachusetts, 


four 15-minute periods, started 
March 6, through David Malklel, 
Boston. WAAB, 


‘Conrad ¢& Co., department store, 
ten 15-minute programs starting 
April 3, through Salinger & Pub- 
licover, Boston. WNAC, 





HARTFORD 

G. Fox and Company, department 
store, 30-minute broadcast of hat 
fashion show by remote control 
from store. WDRC. 

State Theatre, five time announce- 
ment for opening of theatre. Placed 
direct. WDRC. 

Dunhill Clothes, indefinite number 

announcements Monday, Wednes- 
and Friday at 12:15 P.. M. 
Placed direct. WODRC. 

Hudson’s, department store, an- 
mnouncements daily a. m. Placed by 
duilian Gross Agency. WDRC. 

Imperial Dye Works, 100 spot an- 
nouncements nightly, seven nights a 
week. Placed direct. WDRC, 

Tudor Plate, 48 one-minute an- 
mouncements starting March 19. 
Placed by Lousen and Solomon of 
Chicago. WDRC. 





PITTSBURGH 

Armand Co., renewal of 18 quar- 
tez-hour discs. Placed by Reincke 
Ellis Co. KDKA. 

McCormick and Co., 63 one-min- 
ute spot announcements for Ban- 
quet Tea. Placed by Van Sant, Dug- 
dale Co. KDKA. 

Smith Agricultural Chemical Co., 
six one-minute spots. Placed by 
Mumm, Romer, Robbins and Sacco. 
EKDKA. 

Better Homes and Buildings Exr- 
hibit, renewal of 26 participations in 
Style and Shopping Period. Placed 
by George M. Rowland, Jr. KDKA. 

Frank and Seder, one hour pro- 
gram six mornings weekly, indefi- 
nite, with Herbert Fritsche’s orches- 
tra, Elsie Rutter and Buddy Biller, 
soloists, Ted Kaye, m. c., and Doro- 
thy Day, stylist. KQV. 

Northside Carpet Cleaning Co., six 
announcements weekly for four 
weeks. Placed direct. WWSW. 

Dr. H. V. Walls, 100-word an- 
nouncement, once weekly for 13 
weeks. Placed direct. WWSW. 

Vulcanizers and Tire Supply Co., 
daily announcement for four weeks. 
Placed direct. WWSW. 

Aliman’s Cash Feed Stores, daily 
announcement for 26 weeks. Placed 
direct. WWSW. 

WATERLOO, IA. 

Carter Medicine Co., 52 weeks, 
minute transcriptions, Spot Broad- 
easting, Inc. WMT. 

Neumode Hosiery, 52 weeks, week- 
ly five minute program. WMT. 

Swan & Leytze (Furniture, Inde- 
pendence, Ia.), spot announcements. 
WMT. 

Standard Glass & Paint (Water- 
loo), spot announcements. WMT. 

Webster Seed Co. (Independence), 
spot announcements. WMT. 

Stonebrooks (florist, Hampton, 
Ia.), spot announcements. WMT. 

Samuel Stores, 60 one-minute an- 
nouncements. Placed by Frank 
Sawdon, New York. WMT. 

United Consumers (books, Des 
®Ioines), 52 weeks, five minute pe- 
riod in morning. WMT. 

Sem Co. (Dyersville, Ia.), four 
weeks, daily five minute programs. 
WMT. 


NASHVILLE 

Shell Petroleum Corp’n, 100-word 
announcements daily including Sun- 
day, one between five and six and 
two between 6:15 and 10:30, April 
ist through 17th, 1934. Placed by J. 
Walter Thompson Co., New York, 51 
announcements. WSM. 

Chrysler Motors (Dodge Division), 
one minute announcement daily ex- 
cept Sunday, between 6:30 and 10:00 
P. M. Placed by Ruthrauff & Ryan, 
New York. March 7th through 
March 31, 1934. WSM,. 


a“ 


Interstate Transit Co., 500 run of 
schedule announcements to be taken 
as ordered by either Pickwick or 
Union Pacific busses. Average six 
daily, including Sunday. KFEL. 
Vigoro (Swift & Co.), one 15-min- 
ute studio program weekly, 8 weeks. 
KLZ. 

Golden Eagle, three 15-minute 
programs weekly, 13 weeks. KLZ. 
Moore-Bird, spot announcements 
to follow weekly Minneapolis Sym- 
phony orchestra, 8 weeks. 

Nash Motor Co., six one-minute 
announcements. KOA,” 

Frumess Jewelry Co., six one-min- 
ute announcements. KOA. 
Knight-Campbell Music Co., five 
one-minute announcements. KOA. 
Kelfood, 26 15-minute electrical 
transcriptions. KOA. 

Barteldes Sed Co., weather reports, 
5 weeks, twice daily. KOA. 
Cottrell Clothing Co., 100 spot an- 


nouncements. KOA; 
Inecto, 13 15-minute electrical 
transcriptions. KOA. 


Robin Hood Shoes, two 15-minute 
electrical transcriptions weekly, 13 
weeks. KLZ, 

Joe Alpert, four one-minute an- 
nouncements daily, 3 months. KLZ. 

Swift & Co., Garden Melodies, 15- 
minutes weekly, 13 weeks. KLZ. 

American Furniture Co., Sim- 
monds Beds, 15-minute transcription 
weekly, 6 weeks. KLZ. 

Murray-Frey Motor Co., Hudson- 
Terraplane, 500 one-minute run of 
schedule announcements, 6 daily. 
KFEL. 

National Security Life Ins. Co., 
one announcemet daily, one month. 
KFEL. 

Merrold-Johnson, Des Moines, 
three. announcements daily, one 
month KFEL. . 

Bristol Balm Shaving Cream, one 
announcement daily, six months. 
KFEL, 

Avery Apartment House, one an- 
nouncement daily, six months. 
KFEL. 


Jewish Cultural Society, four 15- 
minute programs. KFEL. 





PHILADELPHIA 

Fred A. Browne (Grunow refrig- 
erators). Tie-in announcements with 
CBS Minneapolis Symphony pro- 
gram. Placed direct. WCAU. 

Chic Chic (egg dye), 15-minute 
discs. Scott, Howe Bowen. WCAU. 
A&P, 15-minute live program, Fri- 
day, 9:45 a.m. Renewed for 13 weeks. 
WCAU. 

Stewart Warner Refrigerators, five 
minutes daily at 6:40—‘20th Century 
Highlights, Past and _ Present.’ 
Placed direct for 13 weeks. WFI. 

Christian Science Committee on 
Publications, 15-minute  transcrip- 
tions. Placed direct. WIP. 

Gem Products, three times weekly 
participation in Home Makers Club. 
Placed direct. WHIP. 

Rev. Gedtge Palmer, one hour, 7 
to 8 a.m., week-day morning religious 
service, direct from Haddon Heights, 
N. J. WIP. 

Moskin Credit Clothiers, four daily 
announcements for 14 weeks. Direct. 
WPEN. . 

Mawson, DeMany Forbes (fur- 
riers), daily announcements for 14 
weeks, Direct. WPEN. 

B. Miller Furniture, announce- 
ments daily for 14 weeks. WPEN. 

Stock Market Forecast, 10 minutes 
daily, quotations from WINS — 14 
weeks. WPEN, 

Pastenit Co. (macaroni), Sunday 
musical half-hour. Renewed for 
three months. Placed direct. WRAX. 

8. G. Vogts (foods). Renewed for 
three months, (Clements Co.). 
WRAX. 

Horowitz Margareten, program at 
6:15 daily until end of Jewish Holi- 
days (Kielson Agency). WRAX, 

Diamond Candle Co., Italian mu- 
Sical program renewal for three 
months (Martin Sandak Agency. 
WRAX. 





CHARLOTTE, N. C. 
A-C Spark Plugs, with Raymond 
Knight, started March 21. WSOC. 
Beik Brothers, department store, 
two 15-minute programs of dance 
records each week. WSOC. ~ 
Thompson Antique Shop, spot an- 
nouncements. WSOC. 
Efirds Department Store, Char- 
lotte, N. C., series of 13 one-minute 
announcements, daily, ending March 
20, 1934. Placed locally WBT. 





Purcell’s Apparel Shop, new series 


June 9, 1934. 
Inc., Chicago., continuation contract. 
WBT. 

My Shop, Savannah, Ga., series of 
32 one-minute announcements, day- 
time, Mondays and Thursdays, end- 
ing June 22, 1934.- Placed locally. 
WBT. 

Pure .Oi} Oo. of the Carolinas, 
series of 13 30-minute evening pro- 
grams, Tuesdays, sponsoring the fa- 
mous Dixie Mammoth Minstrels, 
ending May 22, 1934. Placed by 
Freitag Advertising Agency of At- 
lanta, Georgia. WBT. 

Stanback Company, Salisbury, 
continuation contract for 312 one- 
minute daily announcements, ending 
March 7, 1935. Placed through the 
Carson Brantley Agency, Salisbury, 
N. C. WBT. 

Walker Remedy Co., Waterloo, 
Iowa, 26 one-minute announcements 
daily except Sunday, ending April 9, 
1934. Placed by Radio Sales, Inc., 
Chicago. WBT. 

Willard Tablet Co., Chicago, 36 15- 
minute programs, Monday, Wednes- 
days and Friday afternoons, ending 
June 1, 1934. Placed by Radio Sales, 
Ine., Chicago. WBT. 





BALTIMORE 

Int. Rock Salt Co., of Scranton, 
series of spot announcements, Placed 
by Simpers Co., of Phila. WBAL. 

OC. D. Kenny Co. (Norwood Coffee), 
30-minute musicale, once weekly, 8 
weeks, Placed direct. WBAL. 

Water Genter Co., Minneapolis, 
transcription announcements, 18 
times. Placed by Cramer-Kasselt 
Co., of Milwaukee. WBAL. 

Perfect Otrcle Piston Rings, once 
weekly tie-in announcement, 13 
weeks. Placed direct. WBAL. 

Hendler Creamery Ce., once week- 
ly shopping service. Placed by 
Moses Adv. Co. WBAL. 

Gazton Oo., once weekly shopping 
service, 13 weeks. Placed by Harry 
Patz. WBAL 


weekly, 26 times. Placed by Federal 
Adv. Agency. WFBR. 

E. Miller Richardson Co., once 
wee spot announcement, indefi- 
nitely. Placed direct. WFBR. 

A. & P. Tea Co., once weekly 15- 
minute electrical transcription, 562 
weeks. Placed by Clark and Lea- 
man. WFBR. 

Fairfield Farms, Western Mary- 
land Dairy, 18 once-weekly quarter- 
by Dr. John Ruhrah. 


McCormick 4@ Oo., three five-min- 
ute spot announcements weekly, 13 
weeks, Placed by Van Sant, Dug- 
dale & Co. WFBR. 

Wm. Schulderberg, T. J. Kurdle 


Co., spot announcements, twice 
weekly, 62 times, Placed direct. 
WFBR., 





DUBUQUE, IOWA 
_ Trausch Baking Company, quar- 
ter hour nightly for 26 weeks, the 
‘Sweetheart Serenade. WKBB. 

Appel-Higley Electric Oo., quar- 
ter hour nightly for 26 weeks, the 
Sunshine Trio. WKBB, 

Rhom Fur Company, three 
15-minute periods weekly for 26 
weeks. Bing Crosby transcriptions. 
WKBB., 

A. Y.. McDonald Company, three 
15-minute periods weekly for 26 
weeks. Boswell Sisters transcrip- 
tions. WKBB. 

Model Paint 4 Wallpaper Com- 
pany, one-quarter hour weekly of 
‘Eyes and Ears of Hollywood’ for 13 
weeks. WKBB. 

Molo Oil Company, weather fore- 
cast daily at noon for 13 weeks. 
WKBB. 





NEW YORK CITY 
American Gold Buying Service, 
six 15-minute programs a week, 13 
weeks. WFAS. 
Carter Medicine Co., 156 announce- 
ments, three a week. Placed through 
Spot Broadcasting, Inc. WFEAS. 


LOS ANGELES 

Sussman & Wormser, 
Pacific network, Sunday, 
8:30 pm, vaude show 
Leahy). 

Rocket Gasoline Co., Don Lee net- 
work, Monday and Friday, 7:30 to 
7:45 p.m, Frederick Stark military 
band (Beaumont & Holman). 

General Paint Oa., Don Lee net- 





Don Lee 
7:30 to 
( Vincent 
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OUTSTANDING STUNT: 
GRAPENUTS EMERGENCY 
SHOWS 


Young & Rubicam Agency 





New York. 

Producers of the Byrd Antarctic 
Expedition program enter the CBS 
studios with three different sets of 
scripts. One to use if the pick-up 
from the polar regions comes 
through clearly from start to finish, 
the second, if the broadcast from 
the other end starts off nicely but 
goes away in the middle, and the 
third, if the shortwave reception 
is a complete bust. 

Agency on the Grapenuts ac- 
count, Young-Rubicam doesn't as 
a rule start whipping together the 
continuity until the matinee pre- 
ceeding Saturday night’s broad- 
cast. From radiograms received 
that morning from the expedition 
the agency writers get the theme 
for the program. 





Wears Out Pants Fast 
Albany. 

Snedden Weir, WOKO. studio 
manager, and Harriet Champagne, 
his assistant, work a successful par- 
ticipation program called ‘Henry and 
Martha Gossip’. 

Idea is that the Gossips are look- 
ing over the daily newspaper and 
each calls the other’s attention to 
arious display advertisements, 
which actually are the copy of the 
advertisers sponsoring the _ radio 
program. 

They also discuss their own needs 
and seem to have no end of money 
for on each broadcast they always 
are going to buy some new house- 
hold gadget. A match-your-coat 
pants store is one of the time-buy- 
ers and it seems that Henry always 
is needing a pair of pants, but that 
has to be the setup for the plug. 

Attempt at comedy consists o' 
reading jokes from the newspape: : 
joke column. 

Program.-has developed a large 
following, judging from the response 
to one advertiser’s free gift offer- 
ing. 





B’Gory It’s Profitable! 
Philadelphia. 

WDAS, Philly foreign language sta- 
tion, aside from having all tongues 
doing shows every day, has tied 
up the complete Shamrock biz in 
town. Four four nights out of each 
week the local ether rings with jigs, 
reels, hornpipes and the rest of the 
‘ould sod’ whirls. Pat Stanton, sta- 
tion’s Saint Patrick announcer, is 
becoming as well known to the Irish 
in Philly as Eddie Cantor to the 
general listener: 

Station management was reluc- 
tant at first to sell so much time for 
Erin shows, but the mail piled up, 
and now WDAS is the quickest 
transportation back to the old coun- 
try. Typical ork music is fur- 
nished by Four Provinces Irish Or- 
chestra. 





Audience Awards Prize 
Chattanooga. 

Standing room only is the rule 
every Friday night when Station 
WDOD broadcasts the Rialto Thea- 
tre Shindig direct from the stage of 
that house at 9 o’clock. Many nights 
it is necessary for manager Dick 
Samuels to close the box office and 

turn people away at 8:30 p. m. 
Shindig presents three hill billy 


bands competing for two cash 
prizes, the audience to judge the 
bands. The station sells the pro- 


gram to three sponsors in ten min- 
ute periods, and the people in the 
house like their mountain music so 
well that they not only listen to the 


have gone out the next day and pa- 
tronized the advertisers. 

Program has pulled them every 
week since the first of December. 





Superstitious Birthday 
Charlotte, N. C. 

In preparing to celebrate the 13th 
anniversary of WBT, Lee Everett, 
program director, is planning to 
base a part of the birthday program 
on some of the superstitions that 
have surrounded “13” for genera- 
tions. The station’s “idea mill” is 
digging up some of the classic su- 
ne of the ages for the occa- 
sion. 





Local War Hero Series 
Portland, Ore. 

Oregonian station ‘KGW’ will 
broadcast a series of dramatizations 
based on world war experiences of 
Portland men who have won medals 
for various types of heroism under 
enemy fire. The series, to be pre- 
sented each Saturday night for 10 
weeks, will re-enact the adventures 
of veterans from the military ser- 
vice of the major belligerent nations 
of the world war. 

Series is to be broadcast under 
the title of ‘The Price of Glory.’ The 
caption is designed as the answer to 
the question-title of the famous 
story by Laurence Stallings, ‘What 





Price Giory? The broadcasts will 


- augment the scores of world war 


photographs to appear in The Sun. 
day Oregonian magazine section, 
They are from the famous collection 
of 500 camera shots taken during 
the war by a dozen nations. 


Continuity for the broadcasts wil 
be written by Dave — oeaalndey 
Archie Presby will be the director, 
Eddie Boatright, past commander 
of Portland post No. 1, American 
Legion and legion radio director for 
Multnomah county, will supply the 
veteran medal winners whose ex- 
traordinary adventures are to be 
dramatized 


First on the ist will be Eugene 
McEntee, ex-member of headquar- 
ters company, 26th infantry, ist di- 
vision. The KGW presentation is 
being made in co-operation with the 
American Legion, department of 
Oregon. 





Kids Name Elephant 
, Philadelphia. 
Uncle Wip, conductor of the chil- 
dren's program of VIP, after plug- 
ging the motion picture, ‘Devil 
Tiger,’ filled the Fox theatre for a 
special Saturday morning matinee, 
Kids had to suggest a name for the 
baby-elephant in the flicker to win 
an admittance ticket. Twenty thou- 
sand names were submitted. 





Ballyhooing Talent 


New York. 


An elaborate promotional brochure 
has been issued by Mills Artists, 
Inc., on behalf of the Cab Calloway 
orchestra. It adopts the principles 
of a motion picture press book on 
the scale of lithographic, photo- 
graphic and elaborate make-up as- 
sociated with the most fanciful ef- 
forts of advertising agencies. As 
far as known it is one of the few 





commercial plugs, but demonstrably |- 





‘nustances of giving talent a promo- 
enal build-up along these lines. 


Ned Williams prepared the 

ochure for Mills. It 1s _ pro- 
‘rsely illustrated with imaginative 
ihotography by Friduss. Latter 
part of brochure fs devoted to pub- 
licity tie-ups with radio and thea- 
tres, most of them already tested. 
An assortment of critical comment 
on Calloway is reprinted. 


Manual bears the general title, 


‘Hi De Ho,’ this Harlemesque 
phrase being a trade-mark with 
Calloway. 


Rockwell-O’Keefe, Inc., has evolved 
an attractive circular idea that 
brings to the attention of ad 
agencies the acts booked by this 
office. Circulars, which are mailed 
at regular intervals, each tell the 
sales story of an attraction on the 
R-O’K list. Brochures have also in 
their favor the format angle. They 
are of a size convenient for filing 
away for future reference. 





KGW-KEX’s Big Show 
Portland, Ore. 


KGW-KEX radio show will be 
held in the public auditorium March 
23. Will use talent of both stations 
and will afford the public for a 
nominal admission the opportunity 
to see as well as hear their favorites 
of the air. 

Attractions will include KGW- 
KEX Opera club, which has made 
several coast-to-coast broadcasts, 
the Portland Musical Arts associa- 
tion piano ensemble with 20 women 
playing ten pianos and the KGW- 
KEX Symphony orchestra of 25 
pieces. All three organizations will 
be under the direction of Mischa 
Pelz, music counselor of KGW-KEX. 

Among the indiviaual artists who 
will appear in the show will be Abe 
Bercovitz, KGW-KEX violinist ac- 
companied by ten pianos. 





Maryland’s First Ladies 
; Baltimore. 


WFBR’s new 13-week commercial 
for Gibbs Co., local packers, is 
shaped into quarter-hour of word- 
portraits of famous Maryland 
women. Mary Arden Randall, w. k. 
socialite in these parts, will do the 
chatting, marking her ether debut. 

Betsy Patterson, Lady Baltimore 
and similar historical femmes slated 
for spiel subjects. A studio ork 
in as background. Series sesames 
tomorrow (20) in the 8:30 p. m. 
slot. 





WSOC’s Ash Tray Survey 
Charlotte, N. C. 


What started out to be a survey 
measuring the coverage of the new 
250-watt transmitter for WSOC is 
fast coming to look like a federal 
census report, with tabulations be- 
hind and mail swamping the station 
staff. 

Survey has been conducted in 
groups of three counties each day, 
with gifts of ash trays offered to the 
first listeners heard from. Each day 
the three counties from which re- 
plies are asked get further away 
from the station. So far an area 
comprising a population of 1,386,741 
has been covered, with replies re- 
ceived from 5% of this population, 
for which Manager Earl Gluck is 
rather proud, 


. 
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Ludwig Hofmann 
Lauritz Mechior 
Elizabeth Rethberg 
*Lord & Thomas 
AMERICAN OIL 
7-Su-WABC 
Marx Bros 
Freddy Martin 
*Jos. Katz 


A&P 

9:30-M-WEAF 
Harry Horlick 
Frank Parker 
*Paris & Peart 

ARMOUR 

9:30-F-WIZ 
Phil Baker 
H McNaughton 
Mabel Albertson 
Roy Shield 
Merrie-Men 
Neil Sisters 
°N. W Aver 
B. T. BABBITT 

1:30-Su-W ABC 
Mary Small 
Wm. Wirges 
*Peck 

A. 8 BOYLE 

(Floor Wax) 

1:30-Su-W ABC 
‘Lazy Dan’ 
Irving Kaufman 
*Blackett - 





Jack Roseleigh 
Curtiss Arnal) 
Marion Barney 
Elizabeth Wragge 
Sunice Howard 
Peggy Allenby 
Johnny Kane 
*McC-Eric 
BISOPOL 
2-8n-WABC 
Helen Morgan 
Albert Bartlett 
*Blackett 
BOURJOIS 
8-Su-WABC 
‘Evening in Paris’ 
Kath Carrington 
Milt Watson 
Claire Majette 
Nat Shilkret 
* Redfield 
BORDEN 
10:45-Tu-WIZ 
‘Magic Moments’ 
Vee Lawnhurst 
Muriel Pollock 
Marcella Sheilds 
Walter Scanlon 
Jane Ellison 
8-Sa-WABC 
‘45 Min. in H'lyw’d’ 
Mark Warnow 
Cal Yorke 
*Young & Rubicam 
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8:30 p. 


9 p. 








H1s 











Dick 


8 to 8:30 A. M., 


Per 


Leibert 


At the Console a \e 
Radio City Music Hall 
BROADCASTING 
11:15 to 11:30 P. M., Mon., Tues., 


Thurs., WIZ 
11:30 to 11:45 A. M., Sun., WIZ 





WEAF, Daily 


pr tative 








MILTON *STAVIN 
RKO Bidg., New York 


9:30-M-WEAF 
H Barrett Dobbe 
Doric & Kn’bocker 
Quartets 
M Wilson Ore 
*Thompson 
CALSODENT CO 
2-Tu-WJZ 
Marley R Sherris 
*Thompson 
CAMPANA 
5:30-Su-WJZ 
‘Grand Hotel’ 
Ann Seymour 
Art Jacobson 
Non Ameche 
Betty Winkler 
Gene Rouse 
10-F-WEAF 
‘First Nighter’ 
June Meredith 
Don Ameche 
Carlton Brickert 
ciilff Soubier 
E Sagerquist Ore 
(D.D.D. Ointment) 
7:30-Th-WJZ 
‘Romantic M’'l’dies’ 
Don Ameche 
Sally Ward 
E Sagerquist Ore 
*Aubrey Moore 
CARLET’N-HOVEY 
(Father Jonn) 
7:15-W-WJZ 
Muriel! Wilson 
John Herrick 
H Sanford’s Ore 
*Cecil Warwick 
CARNATION MILK 
10-M-WEAF 
Gene Arnold 
Lullaby Lady 
M L Eastman 
Jean Paul King 
*Erwin. Wasey 
CENTAUR 
(Fletcher's) 
8:30-W-WABC 
Albert Spalding 
*Young & Ruticam 
CHAMBERLAIN 
(Hand Lotion) 
7-Sa-WABC 
Eddie South 
Jack Brooks 
*Ruthrauff-Ryan 
CHAPPEL BROS. 
7:45-Su-WABO 
‘Rin Tin Tin’ 
Don Ameche 
Bob White 
V:rginia Ware 
Johnny Goss 
Jack Daly 
*Rogers & Smith 
CHARIS 
1:15-W-WABC 
Louella Parsons 
Raymond Paige 
*John L. Butler 
CITIES SERVICE 
8-F-WEAF 
Grantland Rice 
Jessica Dragonette 
Cavaliers 
*Lord & Thomas 
CLIMALINE 
12-Tu-Th-WEAF 
Harold Stokes 
Gil Page 
King’s Jesters 
Frank Hazzard 
*w. S. 


Phil Harris 
Leah Ray 
*J. Walt. Thomp. 
REX COLE 
6:45-Tu-Th-WEAF 
R Cole M’'taineers 
*Maxon 
COLGATE-PALM 
(Colgate Dentifrice) 
9-Sa-WEAF 
‘C’lg’te Ho’se P’try’ 
Donald Novis 
Frances Langford 
Arthur Boran 
Don Voorhees 
Brad Browne 
*Young & Rubicam 
(Super Sude) 
10:15-daily-WJZ 
‘Clara Lu & Em’ 
Louise Starkey 
Isabelle Carothers 
Heien King 
*Lord & Thomas 
CRAZY CRYSTALS 
2-Su-WEAF and 
12 daily 
Gene Arnold 
*McC-Eric. 
R. B. DAVIS 
(Baking Powd.) 
10-W-F-WEAF 
‘Mystery Chef’ 
John McPherson 
9:45-Tu-Th-WABC 
John McPherson 
‘Mystery Chef’ 
6-M-Tu-W-Th- 
WABC 
‘Buck Rogers’ 


Jas Meighan 
*Ruthrauff-Ryan 


CONT. BAKING 
8-M-W-F-WABC 
Scrappy Lambert 
Frank Luther 
Vivian Ruth 
8-Tu-Th-WABC 
Little Jack Little 
%. B.D. & Go 


CORN PRODUCTS 
10:45-M-W-F- 
WABC 
(Kremel. Ete.) 

Will Osborne 
Pedro de Cordobe 
9-Su-WABC 
(Linit) 

Jane Froman 

Erno Rapee 

Nino Martini 

Julius Tannen 

*Hellwig 

CREAM WHEAT 
10-Su-WABC 

Anzelo Patri 

*J. Wa!'t. Thomp. 


EX-LAX 
9:30-M-WABC 
‘The Big Show’ 
Gertrude Niesen 
Erno Rapee 
*Katz 


FIRESTONE 

8:30-M-WEAF 
H. Firestone, Jr. 
Richard Crooks 
Lawrence Tibbett 
Wm. Daly Orch. 
*Sweeny-James 


FITCH 
7:45-Su-W EAF 
Wendell Hall 
*K. W. Ramsey 


FRIGIDAIRE 
10-Tu-WEAF 
‘Seth Parker 
Phillips Lord 
*Gevyer 
FORD MOTOR 
8 :30-Su-WABC 
9:30-Th-WABC 
Fred Waring 
Ted Pearson 
°N. W. Ayer 
GEN. BAKING 
5:39-Sa-WABC 
Julia Sanderson 
Frank Crumit 
s.. & 
GENERAL CIGAR 
9:30-W-WABC 
Guy Lombardo 
Burns & Allen 
*J. Wait. Themp. 
GENERAL FOODS 
(La France) 
(Washing Powder) 
9:30-Sa-WEAF 
‘Beatrice Fairfax’ 
Marjorie Johnson 
Wm. Stickles Ore 
11:45-Tu-WEAF 
Frances Lee Barton 
*Young & Rubican 
5:45-M-W-F-WEAF 
(Jello) 
‘Wizard of 
Nancy Kelly 
Jack Smart 
Junius Mathews 
William Benham 
*Young & Rubicam 
9-Th-WEA 
(Maxwell) 
Chas Winninger 
Lanny Ross 
Anette Hanshaw 
Conrad Thibault 
Muriel Wilson 
‘Molasses ‘nn’ Jan’ry 
Gus Haenschen 
*Benton-Bowles 
10-Sa-WABC 
‘Ryrd Expedition’ 
*Young & Rubicam 
GENERAL MILES 
5:30-Daily-WABC 
‘Jack Armstrong, 
All American Boy 
4-Daily-WIZ 
‘Betty & Bob’ 
Petty Churchit? 
Don Ameche 
Betty Winkler 
Art Jacobson 
Carl Brickert 
Louis Roen 
*Rlackett 
GENERAL MOTOR 
(Buick) 
9:15-M-F-WABC 
Howard Marsh 
Andre Kostelanez 
*Camp-Ewald 
(Chevrolet) 
10-Sa-WEAF 
Jack Benny 
Frank Black 
Mary Livingstone 
Frank Parker 
(Cadillac) 
6-Su-W EAF 
Harold Bauer 





Curtis Arnall 











Issay Dobrowen 
*Camp-Ewald 








WABC NETWORK, WEDNESDAY, 11 


THE CROONING TROUBADOR 


nick lucas 


M.—FRIDAY, 
TEM 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING” SYS 


6:30 P. M. 


HOOVER 
4:30-Su-WEAF 
Edward Davies 
Chicago a Capella 
Joe hKoestrer 
*Erwin-Wasey 
HORLICK 
8:30-Tu-Th-WJIZ 
Dr H Bundesen 
*Lord & Thomas 
ROUSEHOLD 
8-Tu-WIZ 
Edgar A Guest 
Alice Mock 
Jos Koestner’s Orc 
*c DPD. Frey 
HUDNUT 
9-F-WABOC 
Jack Whiting 
Jack Denny 
Jeannie Lang 
Three Rascals 
*B. B. D. & O. 
HUDSON MOTORS 
10-Sa-WEAF 
‘Sat Night Party’ 
BA Rolfe Ore 
lew White 
*Blackman 
HUMPHREYS 
(Remedies) 
10:15 A. M.-M-W-F- 
12:15-Su-WEAF 
Morning Home C 
Fob Emerv 
JERGEN’S 
9:30-Su-WIZ 
. Winchell 
*J. Walt. Thomp. 
JOHNSON & 
(Floor Wax 
11:30-M-in-W 
Tony Wons 
Keenan & Phillipe 
*Needham, L. & B. 
KELLOGG 
5:30-Daily-WJIZ 
The Sinzing Lady 
Trene Wicker 
Allan Grant 


ss 


P Whiteman Ore 
Al Jolson 
Deems Taylor 
Ramona 

Peggy Healy 
Jack Fulton 


Just Plain Bill 
Arthur Hughes 
*Blackett 
LADY ESTHER 
8-Sn-WEAF 
10-M-WABC 
8:30-Tu-WEAF 
Wayne King’s Ore 
*Stack-Goble 
LAMONT-CORLISS 
(Nestles) 
8-F-WJIZ 
Ethel Shutta 
Walter O’Keefe 
Pon Bestor Ore 


(Edgeworth) 
10-W-WEAF 
Corn Cob Pipe Club 

of Virginie 


(Hind’s Cream) 
10:30-Su-WEAF 
Frances Alda 
Nat Shilkert 
*Ruthrauff & R 
LIGGETT-MYERS 
(Chesterfield) 
9-Dally-WABC 
Phila Symph 
UXOR 
(Armour) 
5:30-Su-WEAFP 
‘Talkie Pic Time’ 
June Meredith 
John Goldsworthy 
John Stanford 
Gilbert Douglas 
Murray Forbes 


Ted Fiorito 
Dick Powell 
*Lennon & M. 
LOTDEN P’*CKING 
(Doggie Dinner) 
5:45-Th-WABC 
‘Stamp Adventures’ 
Reginald Knorr 
Carl Pover 
*Matteson. F G. 
MANHATTAN 
SOAP CO. 
11:30-Th-WJIE 
Harriet WLLee 
Fdward Kennedy 
®*Peck 
J. W. WARROW 
(Oil Shampoo) 
1:15-Tu-Th-WABC 
Joan Marrow 
Bob Nolan 
Fddie House 
*Placed sian oo 
MET. LIFE CO 
6:45- Daihen WEAF 
Arthur Bagley 
MOHAWK MILLIS 
(Carnets) 
16:30-Tu-Th- WEAF 
Orch & Singers 
*B. B. D. & O. 
MOLILE CO. 
Th- 


Roxanne Wallace 








Phirtey Howard 


William Bdmonson 


PALMER HOUSE 
10-Tu-WJIZ 
Gladys Swarthout 

Ray Perkins 

Gale Page 

Harold Stokes Ore 
PEPSODENT 
7-Daily-WJIZ 

Amos ‘n’ Andy 

Charles Corre}! 

Freeman Gosden 

(Rise of Gold’) 
8-Datly-WIZ 

Gertrude Rerg 

James Waters 
to 


wid 
Eddie Duchin 
*Lord & Thomas 
PERFECT CIRCLE 
2:30-Su-WEAF 
Ohman and Arden 
Edward Nell 
Arlene Jackson 
*Sidener. V & EK 
PHILCO 
7:45 daily ex. Sa- 
Su-WABC 
Roake Carter 
°F. W. Armstrong 
PHITIP MORRIS 
8-Tu-WEAF 
Leo Reisman’s Orc 
Phil Duey 
*Biow 
PILLSBURY 
9:30-Tu-W ABC 
Minneapolis Sym 
Eugene Normandy 
10-30-Daily- WIZ 
‘Today’s Children’ 
Irma Phillips 
Walter Wicker 
Bess Johnson 
Irene Wicker 
Tacy Gillman 
Fred Von Amon 
Jean McGregor 
*Hutchinson 
11-M-W-F-WABC 
‘Cooking Close Ups’ 
*Hutchinson 


PABST 
9-Tua-WEAF 
Ben Bernie Orc 

*Matt-Fogarty 


PLOUGH. INO. 
10-W-WIZ 
Vincent Lopez 
Ed Sullivan 
*Lake-Spiro-C 
RALST’N PURINA 
5:30-M-W-F-W BAF 
‘Adventures of 
Tom Mix’ 
Artelis Dixon 
Percy Hemus 
Winifred Toomey 
Andrew Donnelly 
5-F-WEAF 
Mme Sylvia of 
Hollywood 
*Gardner 
REAL SILK 
7-Su-WJZ 
Efrem Zimbalist 
Ted Weems Orch. 
Charles Lyons 
*Erwin-Wasey 
RED STAR YEAST 
11-Ta-Th-S-WEAF 
Edna Odell 
Phil Porterfield 
Irma Glen 
Ear! Towrence 
REMINGTON 
8 :30-F-WABC 
‘March “ a 
°B., B.. 

R. J. REYNOLDE 
(Camels) 
10-Tn-Thu-WABC 

Casa Loma 
Connie Boswell 
Stoopnacie & Budd 
*Wm Estv 
RIFSER CO. 
(Venita Shampoo) 
6:15-Sa-WABC 
Tom McLaughlin 
Ted Black 
6:15-Su-WEAF 
Ted Black 
Vincent Calendo 
*Gumbinner 
RITCHIE 
(Eno Salts) 
8-Tu-W-WIZ 
‘Eno Crime Club’ 
Spencer Dean 


Clift Soubier 
Morin Sieters 
King’s Jesters 
Harold Stoke’s Ore 
*Grace & Walliday 
SILVER DUST 
7:30-Tu-Th-Sa- 
WABC 


Phil Cook 

*B. B. D. & O. 

BINCLAIR 

9-M-WIZ 

Cene Arnold 

Bill Childs 

Mac McCloud 

Joe Parsons 

Cliff Sonhier 

Harry Kogen 

*Federal 

SMITH BROS. 

9:45-Su-WJIZ 

Billy Hillpot 

Scrappy Lambert 

Nat #hilkret’s Ore 

*Homanr-Tarcher 

SPARKS-W-CO. 
3-Sa-WIZ 

(@parton Products 





Dick Himber 
Prances 


Langfora 


‘Skippy’ 
*Blackett 
SUN OIL 
6:45-Daily-WJIZ 
Lowell Thomas 
*Roche-Williams 
FT 


(Butterfield) 
10-F-WABC 
Olsen & Johnson 
Kine’s Jesters 
Harry Sosnick 
(Vigoro) 
‘Garden Party’ 
Mario Chamlee 
Coe Glade 
Karl Schulte 
*J. Walt 


Baby Rose Marie 
7:30-Tu-WEAF 
Arlene Jackson 
Green Bros 
*Stack-Goble 
c . CORP. 
(Loma Plant Food) 
10:30-Sa-WEAF 
Studio Or & Singers 
*Croot 
TEXAS CO. 
9:30-Tu-WEAF 
Ed Wynn 
Graham McNamee 
Don Voorhees 
*Hanff-Netzcer 
TIDEWATER 
(Tydol) 
7:30-M-WABC 
Jimmy Kemper 
Hummingbirds 
Robert Ambruster 
*Lennen Mitch 
UNDERWOOD 
8:30-Th-WABC 
Will Irwin 
Alexander Gray 
Nat Shilkret 
Mary Eastman 
*Marchand 
. & TOBACCO 
(Dill’s Best) 
9:30-F-WEAF 
‘Half H'r for Men’ 
Pic Malone 
Pat Padgett 
Joe White 
Josef Bonime 
*McC -Erick. 


5-Su-WABC 
‘Roses & Drums’ 
Elizabeth Love 
George Gaul 
Robt T Haines 
Blaine Cordner 
*J. Walt. Thomp. 


CNION CENTRAT 





WELCH GRAPE _ | anc 
45-W.3:15-Su-wa7z|cuces by Paul Bien vaudeville 
Irene Rich agency. 
*Kastor 
WHEATENA Clair Weidenaar, docusetty we 


7:15-Daily-W EAF 
‘Billy Bachelor 
Raymond Knight 
Alice Davenport 
6:45-S-W ABC 
4:45-M-Tu-W-Th- 
WABC 


WWAE and WHFC, is now an- 
nouncer and program director of 
WKBB, East Dubuque, Illinois. 





Leon Friedman will have charge of 


i 
Happy Minstrel radio end of the Cramer-Tobias 


*McKee-Albright 





gWILDROOT agency, New York. Same agency 
Wen Lani has added A. H. Harris to its staff. 
John Segal 
*B. B., D. & O. Fanchon & Marco, talent agents, 
WOODBURY have sued A Pearce, California 


8:30-M-WABC 
Bing Crosby 
Lennie Hayton 
Millis Bros 
Kay nee eg 
*Lennon & 

8: 30-W_¥-WIZ 
‘D'ngero'us P’r'dise’ 
Elsie Hitz 
Nick Dawson 


WYETH CHEM. 
(Jad Salts) 


radio entertainer, alleging $4,196.98 
in theatrical commissions is due 
them since last October. 











I Heard 


Te 

‘Easy Aces’ 
ot Your Program 

ane Ace 
Mary Hunter By ALVIN AUSTIN 
*Blackett 

5 Bw x I vote Sundays 7 to 11 radio’s best pro- 
‘Myrt & Marge’ grams, thanks to Erwin Wasey, Jos 
Myrte Vail Katz, J Walt Thompson, Redfield, Ayer, 


Cecil, Blackett, Camp-Ewald, Ruthrauff 
& R agencies for Ted Weems, Marx Bro, 


Tponna Dameral 
Eleanor Rella 
Vincent Coleman 


Karl Huebi Joe Penner, Eve in Paris, Eddie Cantor, 
ey Waring, Cohan, Haenschen, Winchell, 
Dorothy Day Jack Benny and Fannie Brice! which eve 


tops that?. . .Our office has new ma- 


terial, new finds in writers, talent, show 


Gene Kretzinger 
Reginald Knorr 


Karl W 
a ideas and formulas. . .Agencies, adver- 
WORCESTER tisers, professionals, consult us for radie 
(Salts Toothpaste) ‘i "age 
6:45-F -WABC counsel, service, personnel Seek com 


viction! 
Zoel Parenteau’s O 
Carl Van Amberges 
*Fuller & Smith 
YEASTFOAM 
2:30-Su-WJZ 
Jan Garber Ore 
*Hays McFarland 


+ 7 . a 
alvin austin © radio ideas 
we furnish talent, scripts, adv slants 
621 fifth ave new york @ vanderbilt 3 1738 
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— = ee ee 
Radio Chatter 
(Continued from page 39) | North Carolina 
with ailing parents during violin- 
ist’s engagement at Stanley, Pitts- : 
burgh, with Eddie Cantor. — aa ‘Smiling Frank’ and ‘Sorry Sam,’ 
Ted Weems and Zez Confrey have two comedians, went on WWNC for 


both been signed for an Easter Ball 


at William Penn Hotel March 31 and 

are to broadcast over KDKA. 
Cyrilla Tuite, Pittsburgh girl who 

last appeared in ‘Music in the Air,’ 


now singing over KDKA. 

Pat Haley, for a long time on 
WCAE and later KDKA, going to 
Cincinnati for WLW. 


BS == = 
FRED ALLEN’S 
SAL HEPATICA REVUE 

with © 
PORTLAND HOFFA 
é JACK SMART r 
Wednesdays, 9:30 p.m., E.S.T. w 
Management Walter Batchelor 












SCRAPPY LAMBERT 
SONGSMITHS 
FERDE GROFE’S MUSIC 
Material by Fred Allen and 
Harry Tugend 
WEAF 








COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
Presents 


ARMOUR PROGRAM 
9:30-10 P. wy SawArS 


MON.-WED.-FRI. 
WABC 
12 MIDNITE 
Nightly St. Meritz Hotel, New York 


Bole Direction HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway. New York 











= 
THE GREEK AMBASSADOR 


OF GOOD WILL 


GEORGE 
GIVOT 


On tour with condensed 
version “New Yorkers” 
Sole Direction 


HERMAN BERNIE 
"619 Broadway New York 


’ 











THE 


IZZ- 
LERS 


Virst to Introduce 
‘The Three Little Pigs Are 
Pork Chops Now’ 

For Further tntormation 


HAROLD KEMP. NBC Artist Surear 
Radio City. New York City 


Persona: Direction. CHARLES A. BAYHA 




















| [JULES | 
STEIN 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 


At Prima Rainbo Gardens} 
NBC—CHICAGO—NBC 


WENR (Daily) 10:30 P.M. CST 
WJZ (Wed.) 11:30 P.M. EST 





{ 
! 








nal 

















LITTLE JACKIE 


> HELLER 


Mon., Tues., Fri., 4:15 P. M. 
Wed. 4 to 4:30 P. M., CST 
Sat. 4:30 P. M., NBC 
Management NBC, Chicago 
Per. Rep.; HERMAN BERNIE 
New York City 








EMERSON GILL 





the first time last Wednesday eve- 
ning and have now been given a 
regular spot on Tuesdays at 9 p. m 

Homer and Walter Callahan, 


whose ballad and yodel recordings 
are big sellers for Perfect and 
Romeo records and who are weekly 
features over WWNC, will return to 
New York City within the next few 
weeks for a new series of record- 
ings. These are made by the Amer- 
ican Record Company. 


between the Lincoln Theatre Corp. 
and KFAB for daily broadcasts 
which was signed in December. 
Monte Meyer, KFAB-KFOR sales 
back at his desk after a 


manager, 
week’s illness, 

Foster May, KFOR newscaster, 
hasn’t learned yet not to divulge 
sources. 


World Broadcasting Co.’s wax pro- 
grams fill in a lot of time for both 
local stations as well as the KOIL 
branch in Omaha, 

Harry Johnson, who edits a sports 
column, KFOR, did nipups trying to 
keep the Omaha Bee-News and the 
local ether link fed with the latest 
state high school basketball tourna- 
ment dope. 

Gretchen Lee (Katherine Stone), 
KFAS8 advice-to-the-lovelorner, is 
swamped with work doing office 
management of KFOR in addition 
to answering heaped up mail. 











Homer Callahan, WWNC, slipped 
off and got married !ast Saturday, 
going to Greenville, S. C., for the 
ceremony. 

Lee Everett, program director at 
WBT, Charlotte, N. C., is a devotee 
of Shakespeare and reads the clas- 
sic old plays aloud for a period of 
time each day as an exercise in 
voice control and placement. 
Charlotte, N. C., police flashed the 
news to WBT that Frances Robin- 
son had been seriously injured in 
an accident and carried to a hos- 
pital. Frances Robinson is a WBT 
torch singer. Station immediately 
sent flowers. A short while later 
Frances walked into the _ studio, 
without a scratch. It was another 
Frances Robinson at the hospital 
and enjoying the flowers. 

Dr. Willis Parker delivered the 
National Business Women’s week 
address over WWNC, Asheville, 
N. C.,° for the Asheville Business 
and Professional Women’s club. 
Doris Terry Andrews, operated on 
recently, went back on WBT Sun- 
day with her sister, Mary. 

Clemie Reid, secretary for the 
program department at WBT, Char- 
lotte, is working up a sister song 
act with two other young women. 
WSJS, Winston-Salem, N. C., has 
retained four new faculty members 
for the spring term of its radio 
school. They are: Noble R. Mc- 
Ewen, Dr. Francis C. Anscombe, 
Helen Hart Fuller, and Miss Eliza- 
beth Lilly. 

Peggy Fears in Asheville on a 
vacation, presented a program over 
WWNC for ‘shut-ins’ and the sev- 
eral hundred World War veteran 
patients at the nearby Oteen hos- 
pital. She was accompanied by 
William Simmerman. 

Ellen Deppe, of Biltmore college, 
is presenting a program of stories, 
poetry and songs, designed for chil- 
dren, over WWNC, Asheville. 

An analysis of the broadcasting 
time of WWNC, Asheville, recently 
made by G. O. Shepherd, manager, 
showed that for 12 months pro- 
grams of classical music totaled 
1,153 hours and popular dance mu- 
sic, 2,116 hours. 


Pacific Northwest 


Carl Haymond, owner KMO, 
made the hookup and tie-in from 
Postal wires for KOMO, Seattle au- 
dition for Carstens Packing Com- 





pany program here. He saved 
Seattle station sending technical 
men here for purpose. 


KMO broadcast Christian Science 
lecture Monday eve. This is a new 
feature and caused lots of com- 


ment. 
Lutheran radio hour over KVI, 
9:15, newest feature, with all 


Lutheran churches in city giving 
program. This town about 60 per- 
cent Scandinavian :. 

During Tacoma city campaign, 
vival office seekers, not speaking, 
were sometimes placed in small 
studio together, awaiting their 
turns. Several arguments waxed 
warm and studio manager said it 
would have be... a sensation if they 
could have plugged in for the peo- 
ple. Four followed each other in 
one studio in half hour. 

Reported that Frank Baker, pub- 
lisher of Tacoma News Trib and 
Daily and Sunday Ledger, who has 
said he would never have a radio in 
his home, is now listening. 

. Extra sales so small since radio. 
Tacoma newspapers only issue small 
sheet even for big city election 
Executives claim radio beats them 


Mid-West 


WKBB, Dubuque, has a Sunday 
afternoon ‘club’ program. Bears the 
title ‘Nut Sundae Club.’ Presided 
over by a chief nut. 

Niles Trammel tanned and hum- 
ming back at his NBC desk in Chi- 
cago. 

Dick Platt and Al Nierman, two 








and His ORCHESTRA 
WTAM NBC 
Cleveland Pia. 1 P.M 











Tm 


piano team, renewed by - Hinckley 
and Schmitt as the Corinnis Water 
Boys, Chicago. 

Quin Ryan, WGN, Chicago, ducked 
|out of town finally on his Mexico 
| journey. 

Kaltenmeyer’s Kindergarten now 
with no Chicago outlet is on the 
NBC northwest group. 

| NBC Chicago mob carrying per- 
fume in order to overcome the gag- 
| ging odor of those cleaned carpets. 
| Nobody seems to know what be- 


“came of the reported vear’s contract 


East 


Frankie Basch set on a 17-week 
commercial via WAAT, Newark. 
Real tag of Lee Cromwell, WCBM, 
Baltimore warbler, is Ray Hulse. 
Purnell Gould and Hope Barrell 
on a quickie from Baltimore to 
N. Y. to glim Radio City. 

Harriet Cruise, CBS, in cast of 
‘Spices of 1934’ unit, current at 
Loew’s Century, Baltimore. 

Johnny Marvin, pencilled into 
Hipp’s vaud show week March 23, 
slated for guest broadcast over 
WFBR, Baltimore. 
John Carnaghan, WCAO, Balti- 
more announcer, returned to mike 
duty yesterday (19) after recuper- 
ating from nervous breakdown. 
Stewart Kennard had the WFBF® 
Baltimore, gang out to the domicile 
for an oyster roast. 

Allyn Hill, negro tenor, who sings 
over WFBR, Baltimore, March 20, 
is first colored piper ever aired 
from station. 

Sally Rand, fan dancer, answered 
questions for Radie Harris and 
Pebeco over WOR, Newark. * 
Arlene Jackson, musical support 
over NBC, is now Bill Wirges or- 
chestra instead of Green Brothers. 


South 


Jack DeWitt, 











chief engineer of 


station WSM, celebrating. J. H. 
DeWitt, the Third, who arrived 
March 1. 


Beasley Smith’s Revue, matinee 
program over Nashville’s WSM, 
moves to evening schedule. 

J. M. Seiferth cele>rated last Sat- 
urday (10) his fifth year as poet 
and philosopher on WDSU, New 
Orleans, and other southern sta- 
tions. In the five years, Seiferth 
estimates, he’s read 20,000 poems 
over the air. 

Beasley Smith’s program over 
WSM, Nashville, joins the evening 
schedule effective this week. 

Jack DeWitt, chief engineer WSM, 
Nashville, is a papa now. The son 
arrived at three thirty a. m. last 
Thursday. 

WSM, Nashville, presents each 
Monday night at 6:30 o’clock a pro- 
gram called ‘Man’s Fight to Live’; 
dialogue handled by WSM Players, 
under the direction of Madge West, 
while the music is conducted by 
Alvin Masten. 

Winburn (Red) Paris and his 
radio partner, Ruth Carlin, are to 
be married as soon as Red gets his 
diploma from Vanderbilt Univer- 
sity. Red has already placed a 
dazzler on Ruth’s third finger. 

Meader Lowery, announcer for 





WSFA, Montgomery, out for ten 
days, due to illness. 
Mabel Mohrman, KOMO-KJR, 


Seattle, staff pianist, off to a per- 
manent home in San Francisco after 
a one-month detour to Honolulu. 
One hundred friends and _ studio 
members at the send-off. 

KJR, Seattle, interviewing via the 
ether two distinguished visitors 
within the past week—Oswald Gar- 
rison Villard, editor of The Nation, 
and Japan’s Prince Iyesato Toku- 
gawa. 

Mona Greer, the mountain girl 
found in a local restaurant where 
she was a waitress after hitchhik- 
ing here, and developed into a radio 
personality by NBC, is off on a 
leave of absence. Singer-guitarist 
called to Texas where her little 
daughter is seriously ill. She’s been 
written out of ‘Memory Lane’ and 
the Mavericks programs. 





WILDROOT QUITS NBC 
Wildroot comes off the NBC 
books this Sunday (25). Affected is 


the Sunday matinee quarter hour 


with Vee Lawnhurst and John 
Segal. 
With the hair tonic tag it’s the 


second season for this combination. 





Gas Co. On WGN 
Chicago, March 19. 
Gas Appliance Company of Chi- 
cago has signatured with WGN, 
the Chicago Tribune station, for a 
six-times weekly program, through 





the Campbell-Ewald ageney 


New Business 





(Continued from page 40) 


work, Tuesday, 3:15 to 3:30 p.m., 
Feminine Fancies, originating KF RC, 
San Francisco. 

Lesquendiey, Ine, KHJ, Sunday, 
11:30 to 11:45 a.m.; Thursday, 5:45 
to 6 p.m., concert ensemble and 
screen star interviews (Glasser Adv. 
Agency). 

Atlantic & Pacific Tea Co., KHJ, 
Monday, 10:30 to 11 a.m., seven 
broadcasts, starting April 16, cook- 
ing school (Logan & Stebbins). 

Harold Johnson Co., Wednesday 
9.15-9.30 p. m., Sunday 10.30-10.45 
a. m., Drury Lane and Singing 
Strings (Heath-Seenof Agency). 
KNX. 

Dr. Miles Laboratories, 
9.15 p. m., news broadcast. 
Biddick). KNX. 

Citrus Soap, Monday and Friday 
7.15-7.30 p. m., ‘Crazy Quilt,’ featur- 
ing Elvia Allman and Lindsay Mac- 
Harrie. (Earnshaw-Young.) KNX. 


nightly, 9- 
(Walter 





SAN JUAN, P. R. 
Richard Hudnut, renewed for 13 
weeks each, dramatic presentation 
for cosmetic line and musical show 
for medical products. Placed through 

Conquest Alliance. WKAQ. 





SEATTLE 

Baker Fur Co., six 15-minute pro- 
grams a week over KOL; March 12 
to June 11. 

Laux Chemical Co., six announce- 
ments weekly, March 15 to April 15. 
KOL, 

Wm. O. McKay (Chevrolet deal- 
er), four announcements’ weekly, 
starting March 12. KOL. 

Orpheum Theatre, 15-minutes daily 
except Saturday plugging Major 
Claude Hammond adventure stories; 
started March 11. KOL, 

Rex Theatre, 15-minutes daily ex- 
cept Sunday, program remote fiom 
theatre stage; started March 13. 
KOL. 

Crescent Mfg. Co., series of 26 an- 
nouncements for the month of April. 
KOMO. 

Hills Bros., 13 five-minute discs 
between March 13 and 29. KJR. 

Mellow Glow (cosmetics), Series of 
one-minute discs between March 12 
and June 9. KJR. 

Griffith, Brown and Jordan, Inc., 
15-minute program twice weekly for 
four weeks, starting March 19. KJR. 





ASHEVILLE, N. C. 

I. X. L. Department Store, 21 an- 
nouncements. WWNC. 

W. H. Westall, paints and lumber, 
four announcements. WWNC. 

Finkelstein’s, gold purchase 
licensee, 16 announcements. WWNC 

Crazy Water Crystals, three tran- 


scription programs, 45 minutes 
weekly. WWNC. 

Carolina Power & Light Co., utili- 
ties, 26 programs, transcriptions. 
WWNC. 


Freck Radio & Supply Co., 52 pro- 
grams (two weekly), Sylvania tran- 
scriptions. WWNC. 

Moskins Stores, 26 announcements. 
WWNC. 

American Coal Co., 26 announce- 


ments. WWNC. 

Rader Beauty Parlor, 26 announce- 
ments. WWNC. 

Brown Chevrolet Co., 26 announce- 
ments. WWNC, 

Waechter Silk Shop, 26 announce- 
ments. WWNC. 


Quality Bakery, 26 announcements. 
WWNC. 





Nu-Enamel Store, 26 announce- 
ments. WWNC. 

Mountain City Laundry, 26 an- 
nouncements. WWNC. 

Haverty’s Furniture Co., 26 an- 
nouncements. WWNC. 

Luthers’ Grocery Store, 26 an- 
nouncements. WWNC. 

4 NEWARK, N. J. 

Pilisbury Flour Mills Co., renewal, 


four weeks, starting March 19, Mon- 
day to Fridays, inclusive, five-min- 
ute recordings, afternoons, ‘Party 
Lady.” WOR. 

C.Houston Goudiss, renewal for 13 
weeks, Fridays and Saturdays, 11- 
11:30 a. m., ‘What to Eat and Why.’ 
WOR. 

Borden Ice Cream Co., 13 weeks, 
starting April 15, Fridays, 6-6:30, 
Uncle Don. WOR. 

Little Liver Pills, six announce- 
ments a week, one a day except Sun- 
day. 52 weeks. WNEW. 





PORTLAND, ORE. 

Edward Holman and Sons, 15- 
minute transcription service, Thurs- 
day evening, 9:15-9:30, through 
Frederick Schmalz. KGW. 

Braley and Graham, local distribu- 
tors Pontiac and Buick, five 5-min- 
ute programs, 13 weeks, started 
week of March 11. KGW. 

Dr. Harry Selmer, dentist, 15-min- 
ute news broadcast daily, one year. 
Through Block Adv. Agency. KGW. 

Lipman Wolfe and Company, de- 
partment store; spot announcement 
service, plugging sale. KGW. 

Olds Wortman and King, depart- 
ment store; announcement service. 
KGW. 

Enkes Cleaning and Dying Works, 
announcement service. KGW. 

Mello-Glo Face Powder, three 
months announcement service, tran- 
scription. Through Street and Fin- 
ney Agency, New York. KEX 





Esbencott Laboratories, Santisep- 


tic Lotion, one month program serv- 
ice, seven days per week. Through 
W. 8S. Kirkpatrick Agency. KEX. 


Christian Science Committee on 
Publication for Oregon, six months 
program service, 15-minutes, three 


times monthly. KEX. 

Tudor Plute, 52 announcements, 
one minute. Through A. T. Pears 
Son. KEX. 

Pendleton Woolen Mills, one 
month broadcast of local wrestling 
matches. Through Gerber and 


Crossley. KEX. 
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Peseeweeensaeae ny 


ry * 
> 

2 # 
> BURBIG: 
@ “A Gay Young Blade” ® 
® GILLETTE PROGRAM & 
@ Monday, Wednesday, Friday * 
a 6:45 P.M., WEAF 
bal Ben + ate s 





Joe Parsons 


Radio’s Low Voice 
SINCLAIR MINSTREL 


Every Monday. 8 P. M.. N.B.C 
CHICAGO 

















rn 


— 4A se & & 


Be BD &, et eo = 6 


a Baw 





~ I oe 











| 

















Tuesday, March 20, 1934 


 RADIO—-MESTIC 


VARIETY 














Special Meeting for , 
802 on Home Rule 


Governing board of the New York 
musicians’ union will determine at 
a special meeting, slated for Tues- 
day (today), what procedure to take 
jn carrying out the membership’s 
yote on home rule. Plebiscite held 
Jast Monday (12) showed that 3,691 
of the 3,827 members who cast bal- 
lots were in favor of doing their 
own appointing of Local 802 officers. 

Executive board of the American 
Federation of Musicians has been 
designating the local’s officers for 
about 10 years ago. Local 802 was 
about 10 years. Local 802 was 
set up by Joseph Weber, AFM prez, 
as a counter faction to the original 
New York branch which had re- 
volted against the international’s 
authority. 
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Versatility in Entertainment 


PURE OIL. 
PROGRAM 


WJZ 
Every Saturday 9-9:30 P. M. 





Featured Nightly 
HOLLYWOOD 
RESTAURANT 


, NEW YORK 


aha. 


Personal Manager 


RUDY VALLEE 
= 


CONRAD 
THIBAULT 


Wednesday, 8:30-9 P.M. 
WABC 


Thursday, 9-10 P.M. 


WEAF 
—_ 


IRENE 
TAYLOR 


Personal Management 
SEGER ELLIS 

ROCKWELL-O’KEEFE, 

RKO Blidg., Radio City, New York 
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“The Sweetheart of the Blues” 


ON TOUR WITH “THE PASSING 
SHOW” 


This’ Week (March 16) 
RKO, BOSTON 


Sole Direction 


HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway, New York 
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RAY PERKINS 


Cushman’s Sons 
CHICAGO BAKERIES 
NBC WOR 


Direction SEDLEY H. BROWN 


PAT KENNEDY 


(The Unmasked Tenor) 
Sponsored by 
Paris Medicine Co. 
WGN, Chicago, Daily 
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Best Sellers 


Sheet music business last 
week enjoyed a lively session. 
Distribs found the going 
strong from Monday through 
Thursday. Showing especial 
strength on the buildup was 
‘My Little Grass Shack.’ 

Six best sellers for the week 
ending March 16, as reported 


by the leading wholesalers and 
syndicate stores in the east, 
were: 


‘Old Spinning Wheel’ (Sha- 
piro. 

‘This Little Pigg) (De- 
Sylva). 

‘Smoke Gets in Your Eyes’ 
(T. B. Harms). 

‘My Little Grass Shack’ 


(Sherman). 
‘Carioca’ (T. B. Harms). 
‘Make Hay While the 
Shines’ (Robbins). 


Sun 











Radio Reports 


(Continued from page 38) 


without that irritating shrillness 
but Miss Manners accomplishes 
that rather extraordinary trick 
easily. 

Tunes are of the home and fire- 
side variety mostly, such as ‘Old 
Spinning Wheel’ with older tunes 
such as ‘Schooldays.’ Besides the 
songs the company is offering a 
book of songs and pictures to writ- 
ers-in who include name and year 
of auto. 

All-in-all a clean-cut and satis- 
‘factory local program. Gold. 


SILLY HOUSE 


| With Naomi Ray 


“Comedy 
COMMERCIAL 
WEAF, New York 


Billy House, the rotund comic who 
graduated from burlesque into Shu- 
bert musicals and has established 
himself as a standout entertainer 
of his class, made his commercial 
air debut as one of the items on 
last Thursday night’s (15) Fleisch- 
mann session. As an introductory 
event it wasn’t a happy one as reg- 
istered on the loudspeaker. 

From the personality angle House 
showed lots of promise. With the 
proper piloting the fellow could 
likely be developed into a substan- 
tial piece of radio property. But 
for his first meeting with a cross- 
country hookup House handicapped 
himself with both shoddy material 
and bad taste. Along with this 
Naomi Ray, who came recently with 
him out of Earl Carroll’s ‘Murder 
at the Vanities,’ failed to jell as an 
effective foil. 

Script he gave voice to here had 





for its main and oftly - repeated 
topic false teeth. With the program 
coming around the dinner hour 
House likely also curdled more than 
one squeamish stomach with the 
gagline that explained why he didn’t 
like rice pudding. ‘Once,’ he said, 
‘one of e raisins got up and 
walked out.’ Odec. 


ANGELO FERDINANDO 


With Tom Brown 
Bands, Songs 

15 ins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WEAF, New York 


Great Northern, one of the older 
hostelries located in the sector just 
northeast of Times Square, takes 
this late Thursday night (11 o‘clock) 
segment on NBC's red key to drum 
up trade for both its dining room 
and living quarters. For a_ hotel 
to buy air facilities to plug “its 
rooms is a novelty in the New York 
area. As the- entertainment fare 
between decorously phrased plugs 
the hotel offers Angelo Ferdinando’s 
band, the present incumbent of its 
Crystal ‘Room. 

Unit headed by Ferdinando makes 
a good selling point. It’s a smartly 
balanced combo, ‘inclining - heavily 
on the strings and productive of'a 
brand of dansapation that goes 
nicely with the-ear as well as the 
feet. Tom Brown fills in on the 
vocal interludes acceptably. Odec. 


HOLLYWOOD ON THE AIR 
Sustaining 
NBC from Hollywood 

On several previous occasions, 
this program has been utilized to 
plug pictures by using brief *drama- 
tizations of highlights from the film, 
but on this particular program al- 
most the whole half hour was used 
for a tabloided edition of the Radio 
farce ‘Sing and Like It.’ 

While comedy nature of this pic- 
ture lends itself to airing, the pro- 
gram as a whole is not an improve- 
ment on the usual Hollywood On 
the Air programs and suffers from 
a lack of variety that outsiders ex- 
pect from a broadcast emanating in 
the picture colony. 

Three of the members of the film 
east, Edward Everett Horton, Pert 
Kelton, play their picture parts in 
the ether version, but substitutes 
attempting to imitate the peculiar 








1:30-1:45 P M. CST 








screen deliveries of Ned Sparks and 
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MILLS’ GREETING 


| But Friends of Both Viylen to Patch 
Up Hylton Quarrel 
London, March 10. 

Mills’ arrival at S« 
was served with 
Jack Hylton’'s 
restraining him from Cab 
Calloway and other acts over here 
Injunction calls for speed trial. 





On Irving yuth- 
an in- 
junction by lawyers 


Looking 


Position is complicated as Callo- 
way is actually not booked by Mills, 
but by Harry Foster. Conferences 
have been held between Mills and 
Hylton, with friends on both sides 
trying to patch up qauarrel. 


TIN PAN ALLEY’S GOT 
‘THEM MEETINGS’ BLUES 


For the director-members of the 
various music publisher organiza- 
tions the current week will be one 
consistent round of meetings. Most 
important of all will be the gather- 
ing of the directorate of the Music 
Dealers Service, Inc., at which nine 
are slated to formally their 
resignations, in accordance with the 
settlement agreements negotiated 
with Max Mayer’s counsel. These 
resignations become effective April 1. 

For the directors of the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers three distinct meetings 
are scheduled. One’ the regular 
monthly méeting, the other the an- 
nual meeting and the third the 
quarterly publisher’ classification 
meeting. If the publishers find the 
time they will also ring in the 
monthly meeting of the Music Pub- 
lishers’ Protective Association. 


vote 





CHANGES NAME SPELLING 


Jules Stein, Chicago band leader 
current at the Rainbow Gardens, 
has notified NBC that he’s changed 
his name to Jule Styne. 


Reason he gave for the moniker 
revision was that he’s tired of hav- 
ing his identity confused with that 
of Jules Stein, MCA prez. 


ROMANELLI STAYS NORTH 
Toronto, March 19. 


After refusing an offer from the 
Hotel Roosevelt,-New York, Luigi 
Romanelli signed a new contract 
with the King Edward Hotel here. 
Will hold him for another two years. 

Romanelli owns considerable 
property in Toronto and also main- 
tains a racing stable here. 











Zasu Pitts, and not doing good jobs 
of it, spoil the illusion. 

Harry Jackson’s band had little 
opportunity on the program, play- 
ing only the new signature and sign- 
off themes. Both are particularly 
effective and big improvements on 
the previous open and _ closers. 
Splash and boom of the signature 
is of a ballyhoo order and promises 
a lot which fails to eventuate. 

Jimmy Fiddler’s news of Holly- 
wood personalities, curtailed by the 
length of the tabloiding, was cut to 
only five items, but that was good 
news on the coast—the listeners 
having read it all in the afternoon 
papers anyhow. Stan 





JACK JOY’S ORCHESTRA 
30 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
KFWB, Hollywood 
Plugging theatre attractions, day 
before release at local Warner 
houses, is the aim of this program. 
Programs are on twice weekly, Sun- 
days and Wednesdays with the lat- 
ter show including a tabloid edition 
of a Warner picture, lines of which 
are read by stock players. Teaser 
plan is oke to intrigue listeners to 
a theatre, but the too-lengthy an- 
nouncements for the Warner houses 
detract from an otherwise worth- 
while half hour. Announcers on the 
Sunday program are on for theatre 
plugs for a minute and a half, three 
times during the 30 minutes. 
Current band is a new combina- 
tion, Joy having thrown out his for- 
mer aggregation with the exception 
of two members and recruited tune- 
sters, mostly from name bands. His 
present brass section comprises 
chiefly boys formerly with Red 
Nichols, Ben Bernie and Gus Arn- 
heim. Sax section includes imports 
from the Roxy theatre orchestra. 
As it now stacks up the Joy com- 
bination steps ahead of any staff 
orchestra contribution on this sta- 
tion in the past. Popular stuff fig- 
ures principally on the half hours, 
with the arranging, handled by Joy. 
Singing chorus effects are particu- 
larly well blended into the instru- 
mental features, Stan. 














Ad Agencies’ 


Radio Execs (Associated With 
the Show or Performance 
End of Radio) 

N. W. Ayer & Son, Inc. 
500 Fifth Ave., N. Y¥. C. 

Douglas Cenlter. 
Batten. Barton, Durstine & 
Osborne, Inc. 
383 Madison Ave., N. Y¥. C. 
Arthur Pryor. Jr. 
Herbert Sanford. 
Senton & Bowtes, Inc. 
444 Madison Ave., N. Y. C. 


E. M 





Ruffner 


Biow Co.. Inc. 
§21 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 


Milton Biow. 
Blackett-Sample-Hur..mert, tne 
130 Park Ave., N. Y¥. C. 

Frank Hummert. 
George Tormey. 
Blackman Co. 
122 E. 42d St.. N. ¥. C. 
Carlo De Angelis. 


Campbell-Ewald Co. 
Gen. Motors Bldg.. N. Y. C. 


C. Halstead Cottington. 


Cecil, Warwick & Cecil, Inc. 
230 Park Ave., N. Y. C. 
J. H. McKee. 


The Paul Cornell Co. 
580 Fifth avenue, N. Y. C. 
L. S. Caskin. 

Samuel! C. Croot Co. 

28 West 44th street, N. Y. C. 
Arthur Anderson. 

Erwin, Wasey & Co., Inc. 
420 Lexington Ave., N. Y. C. 
Charles Gannon. 

William Esty & Co., Inc. 
100 BE. 42nd St., N. Y. C. 
William Esty. 

John Esty 
Edward Byron, 

Federal Adv. Agency 
444 Madison Ave., N. ¥. C. 
Mann Holiner. 

Fletcher & Ellis 
331 Madison Ave, 
Lawrence Holcomb. 

Gardner Advertising Co. 

330 W. 42d St., N. Y¥. C. 
R. Martini. 

Gotham Co. 
250 Park Ave., N. Y. C. 
A. A. Kron. 
Hanff-Metzger, Inc. 
175 Fifth Ave. 
Louis A Witten. 
E. W. Hellwig 

9 E. 40th St., N. Y¥. C. 

Geo. D. Carhart. 
Joseph Katz Co. 

247 Park Ave., N. Y. C. 
Adela Landau 

Lambert & Feasley, Inc. 
400 Madison Ave., N. ¥. C. 
Martin Horrell. 


Lennen & Mitchell, Inc. 
17 E. 45th St.. N. Y. C. 

Arthur Bergh. 

Ray Virden. 

Robert W. Orr. 


H. E. Lesan Advertising Agency 
420 Lexington Ave. 
John S. Martin. 
Lord & Thomas 
247 Park Ave., N. Y. C. 
Montague Hackett. 
McCann-Erickson, Inc. 
285 Madison Ave., N. Y. C. 
Dorothy Barstow. 
Newell-Emmett, Inc. 


40 E.-34th St. N. Y. C. 
Richard Strobridge. 
Paris & Peart 
370 Lexington, Ave., N. Y. C. 
E. J. Cogan. 
Peck Adv. Agency 

271 Madison Ave., N. Y. C. 
Arthur Sinsatimer. 

Pediar & Ryan, Inc. 

250 Park Ave., N. Y. C. 
David F. Crosier. 

Edward Longstreth. 

Frank Presbrey Co. 

247 Park Ave., N. Y. C. 
Fulton Dent. 

Ruthraufi & Ryan, Inc. 

Chrysler Bldg., N. Y. C. 
Barry Ryan. 

Elizabeth Black, 

J. Walter Thompson Co. 
420 Lexington Ave., N. Y. C. 
John U. Reber. 

Robert Colwell. 

Young & Rubicam 

285 Madison Ave., N. Y. C. 
Hubbell Robinson. 

W..R. Stuhler. 


MUSIC NOTES 


Art Kassel and orch booked fot 
several North Carolina dance dates 
by MCA. 





B. A. Rolfe doing a comeback as 
a dance maestro March 22 at The 





Avenue restaurant, Fifth avenue, 
N. 
Mal Hallett and Larry Funk are 


each set for two weeks at the Steel 
Pier, Atlantic City, starting around 
July 1. 





Rockwell-O’Keefe moving Claude 
Hopkins coastward with dance 
dates, and possibily picture studio 
dates in the offing. 
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COLLEGIANS 


Late Features of 


“Fifty Million Frenchmen” 
“Three’s a Crowd” 
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YOU CAN’T MAKE 
with PIGS FEET 


but you can devise 
a radio program 
by consulting 


david freedman 


author-program builder 
c/o Variety, New York 


sack Loretta 


WJZ 
10:45-11 A.M. 
Mon., Wed., Fri. 


WILBERT’S 
FLOOR WAX : 
Sole Direction 
Ben Rocke Productions 


| HENRY 
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AND HIS MUSIC 
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Chicago 
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VIVIAN JANIS 
“ZIEGFELD FOLLIES” 


Sole Direction 
HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway 
New York City 
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4 Performers Killed 
When Train Wrecks 
Auto in Flint, Mich. 


Flint, March 19. 
Four nite club performers were 
|killed here last Wednesday (14) 
| when a train struck their auto as 








they were returning from work at 
the Heidelberg cafe. 

Dead are Lawrence Nay, 37, and 
his wife, Gladys, 25; Hurle Nay, 30, 
and his twin brother, Harry. 

Also in the car were ‘Gypsie’ Nay 
and Minnie Smith. 


Gest and Balieff 


Nikita Balieff will establish him- 
self in a New York nitery with 
Morris Gest as impresario. 

Balieff arrived from Europe last 
week, and is making the rounds 
with Gest looking for a spot. They 
want a small place away from the 
center of town. 




















44 VARIETY 
e— = 
Mest Played on the Air Last Week 

To familiarize the rest of the country with ihe tunes most sung 
and played on the air around New York. the following is the com- 
pilation for last week. This tabulation will continue reguiarly 

In ansiver to inquiries, these plugs are figured on a Saturday- 
through-F riday week, regularly. 

Tabulation in turn is broken down into two divisions: Number 
of plugs on the major networks (WEAF and WJZ of the NBC chain. 
and WABC, key station of CBS), along uth the total of plugs on 
New York's two full-time independent stations—WOR and WMCA. 
Data obtained from ‘Radio Log’ compiled by Accurate Reporting 
Service. 

WEAF 
WJZ WOR 

Title WABC WMCA Total 
‘Over Sornebody Else’s Shoulder’.... 16 22 38 
*You Ought To Be in Pictures’...... 18 18 36 
Sats Pati ta Ceve’ 22.5. cece Tee 14 33 
ee ane een ea ae 15 32 
‘Without That Certain Thing’....... 21 10 31 
TORU, ng ocinceesocenceocses cocses AS 18 30 
MT <2 tees abeeadeceoves BO 14 27 
op, Se 8 rere ee ee 12 26 
‘In a Shelter From a Shower’........ 12 13 25 
‘Goin’ To Heaven on-a Mule’........ 17 7 24 
‘There Goes My Heart’..... , ee eee 15 ct) 2 
‘Wagon Wheels’ ............- Seenses 20 9 24 
‘You Have Taken My Heart’ ........ 15 7 22 
‘Do You Miss Me Tonight’...... cee 26 5 21 
‘My Little Grass Shack’ .........-.. 13 8 21 

PHILADELPHIA TEST 
Traditionally Poor Cafe Town 


May Be Opening Up 





Philadelphia, March 19. 

Local night club patrons will be 
seeing the light of day when Lew 
Pollock opens at the Walton Roof 
with his own show this Friday. 
This hotel is the first in the history 
of the town to crash through with a 
big gamble in a heavy floor show 
appropriation. It is understood that 
manager Cherlie Duffy is handing 
out a budget of a grand a week, 

mething unknown in Philly. Vin- 
ent Travers ork crew remains for 
the dancing. and Pollock will con- 
duct the show. 

Pollock was just able to step in 
at the right time last weekend, 
after the verbal clash between Duffy 
and Mario Vilanni, the former m.c., 
sent the latter packing off on a 
West Indies cruise. If the Walton 
enterprise can succeed, it should 
start the ball rolling for better night 
club stuff than the town has seen. 
Only other cafe doing a paying biz 
is Cafe Marsuery with Jack Lynch's 
hand at the Hotel Adelphia. 





Frankie Jaxon East 


Frankie Jaxon and his colored or- 
chestra mad a, first New York in- 
vasion last week in Harlem. In 
Chicago over Stations WJJD and 
‘WBBM Jaxon laid the radio ground 
work for a three-year series of the- 
atre dates. 


AUSTIN PREFERS PIX 
Hollywood, March 19. 

Gene Austin and Candy and Coco 
pull out of the Clover Club after a 
10 weeks’ engagement tomorrow 
(Tuesday). 

Doubling spot with picture assign- 
ments has been a strenuous task 
for the “Austin trio, who, when they 
finish their cinema duties will again 
return to the club. : 








Mayhall Opens Office 
Pittsburgh, March 19. 

Jerry Mayhall, formerly producer 
at Stanley here and more recently 
arranger of overture presentations 
at Stanley, Philadelphia, has gone 
into the musical contracting busi- 
ness. Mayhall also has the orches- 
tra at the Tent club. 

Before coming to Pittsburgh in 
1929, Mayhall had been with Phil 
Spitalny for 17 years, both as ar- 
ranger and pianist. 








NIGHT CLUB PERFORMERS 


14 Weeks’ Solid Bookings Available 
NATIONAL THEATRICAL AGENCY 
129 W. Saratoga St., Baltimore, Md. 


[i om 


A Favorite Through the 











NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 





CHEZ SAMAKANN 


Philadelphia, March 14. 

This spot has been trying hard, 
since Jack Lynch exited. Place is 
one flight up, in central location, 
with plenty of cash socked into dec- 
orations. Chromium scheme, fancy 
bar, dim lights and all the pre- 
repeal atmosphere. No cover, but 
dollar and half per person sock, and 
two on Saturday draws the line for 
the young crowd. 

Place seats 250, in intimate fash- 
ion, small floor, and band elevation 
at the front in good spot. Getting 
to be a late night hangout for show 


celebs, politicians and guys with 
dough. Full menu, booze of the 
best, but over average rates for 


Philly supper joints won't fill this 
place very often. 

New show being m.c’ed_ by 
Mickey Alpert, in grand style and 
admirably suited to the clientele’s 
demands. Show opens with Jane 
Hayes, a blond hotcha dancer, who 
is just fair. Violet Lewis, a local 
gal subbing for Ann Roth, does a 
neat job of two vocals, with the top 
notes a little too screechy and 
maybe too loud for a small room. 
A short-skirt song and dance by 
Helen Manning gets the next turn 
with swell acrobatic finish. Rhodium 
and Rhima, a ballroom duo, con- 
tributed good first flash and fair 
encore which they shouldn't have 
done with another turn coming up. 

Two holdover favs in Catherine 
Rand and Brooke Adams who gets 
the gals with the sex ballads. A 
neat looking chap with a swell voice 
and pleasing personality. 

Mickey Alpert gets the medal for 
lifting the Chez out of the dumps. 
Guy sparkles, and works smoothly 
with Barney Zeeman’s band in 
comic chatter all through the show. 
And strike another dise for Zee- 
man’s crew who play the neatest 
floor show. job in town. 

Nice part about the place is that 
there’s always added stuff from 
visiting show people. With the floor 
show over, Syd Marion, playing at 
the Earle, took the spotlight and 
held it for an hour. Line of lookers 
out this week for the overhead’s a 
little heavy. Gosch. 


Hollywood Gardens 


(BALTIMORE) 


Baltimore, March 15. 

Spots of this type have been 
mushrooming all over town. They 
represent a new era, after a fashion, 
in evolution of nitries in that they’re 
in strictly nabe sectors and cater 
exclusively to quiet living folks re- 
siding within walking distance. 

Hollywood Gardens typifies and 
parallels a squad of similar spots 
but is probably better known due to 
insistent newspaper advertising. 
Sans couverts and minimums at all 
times, its liquor tariffs are on a par 
with loop barrooms. Yet there’s a 





TABARIN, PARIS 


Paris, March 10. 

In a tough season this spot stands 
out as having found the formula 
for packing them in nightly; ap- 
peal to the crowd, not to the few; 
good dance music; a floor show 
combining sensational stripping 
with flashy dancing and low prices. 
On a week night you can put in 
your time at the Tabarin from 9 
until 2 a.m. for a total of 16 francs 
a head, plus tips; that’s $1.06 today. 
Eight frances is the gate charge and 
you can get a drink at a table for 
eight more, entitling you to park 
all night. There are plenty of op- 
portunities for those who wish to 
pay more, but there’s no need for 
it, and the local customers know it. 
This makes the crowd a strange 
combination of neighborhood boys 
and girls out for a night of dancing, 
and people with a little money to 
spend who come after the theatre 
to see the floor show and grab a 
dance or two. 

The show avoids names and de- 
pends for its appeal on inexpensive 
but attractive costuming and witty 
assemblage of miniature revue num- 
bers. Show is put together by 
Pierre Sandrini anu Pierre Dubout, 
managers of the place, who hire 
their own talent, and cheaply. 

Show opens with a number called, 
‘Autumn,’ combining an eccentric 
dance by Mura Dehn and Suzy Ma- 
rin with a strip ballet clad in oc- 
casional leaves. Next is a clever 
number called ‘Hollywood,’ in 
which Emelyn Novelly represents 
‘La Vamp,” aided by wooden figures 
painted as American millionaires in 
evening clothes with revolvers 
pointed at their temples, which flop 
over on their sides in suicide at a 
bang of the bass drum. Novelly 
does the first flashy strip of the 
evening by droppmg the top of her 
black evening gown during her 
dance on the floor and then letting 
the dress fall entirely, showing her 
derriere as she walks up steps on 
the stage, which is at one end of 
the floor. 

Next number is carried by the 
costumes worn b.- Miss Dehn and 
four of the chorus, representing 
Negro art statuettes The fantas- 
tic little figures prance around the 
stripped ballet. Miss Dehn was in 
America for several years. Once in 
a Billy Rose musical. Follows a 
series of very short one acts h~ 
half a dozen girls in turn, each rep- 
resenting some dress accessory. 
Biggest hand goes to a girl billed 
as Daniel, with a grand build, who 
represents a fur piece, wearing only 
a collar and one fur glove, which 
me keeps firmly fixed in front of 

er. 

Solid act of the evening is the 
French cancan, which the Tabarin 
has made famous. A flower ballet 
tops off the show. 

Tale has spread that this is the 
best show in town for the money, 











leside Sinf—Mesic 


Billy Rose, through his attorney, Julian T. Abeles, contemplates action 
against CBS over the chain's banning of his song, ‘Frosted Choéolate’, 
which Bill Robinson (colored) introduced in the Rose nitery revue at 
the Casino de Paree, N. Y. The songwriter-producer argues that Rob- 
inson’s singing of the number and its general nature offsets any CBS 
contention that the number might be interpreted as prejudicial to the 
colored race; that it is in the same sympathetic vein as ‘Old Black Joe* 
and that the Columbia Broadcasting System's nix on the song is alleged- 
ly inspired by other motives. 

Rose hasn't served his complaint as yet but his attorney states that 
because Rose ordered the CBS wire out of the Casino when the Don 
Redman band was ruled out, is supposedly behind CBS’ retaliatory boy- 
cott on the song.. 

Harms is the publisher and while music publishers in the past have 
been vexed by the radio chains insisting on the cleaning up of lyrics, 
etc., none has ever resorted to legal action. The usual thing is a com- 
promise through a special radio version or the sapolioing of the lyrics. 








TWo men, unknown to the music field but apparently loaded with 
dough, walked into Engel-Van Wiseman and offered $20,000 in cash for 
the New York rights to the 5c folio of popular songs being published 
and sold by this firm legitimately. The callers were prepared to make 
a deal on the spot, paying off in full with 20 bills of $1,000 denomina- 
tion each. They were turned down. 

Belief of Engel-Van Wiseman and major picture companies supplying 
songs for the folio, is that the $20,000 offer may have been designed to 
kill off this new and dangerous opposition to the continuance of 
street peddling of bootleg song sheets. The Engel-Van Wiseman setup 
involves sale in all the five-and-10 chain stores. 

First folio, containing songs from pictures of all the majors, plus 
other numbers, went on sale about a week ago. First volume printing 
will run to 600,000 copies. Initial issue contains lyrics of 85 numbers. 
The cheaply printed sheets of the street pitchmen sell for 5c¢ or 10c. 





Since ‘Last Round Up’, Billy Hill has become national newspaper copy 
for success stories and the like. A couple have made an obvious error 
in stating that Hill is a pseudonym—a reversed coinage for hillbilly— 
and that George Brown is the songwriter’s true moniker. The reverse 
is true. Brown is a nom-de-tin pan alley and Hill is his actual name. 

Within the trade publishers are wrangling that songs which Hill turned 
out as ‘George Brown’ should remain thus labeled on the title pages, 
and that subsequent editions should not bear his true name as a means 
to hook up Hill as the author of ‘Last Round Up’ and ‘Spinning Wheel’, 
Publishers who have his songs desire to rechristen ‘Brown’ to his orig- 
inal Hill so that the title page may be adorned with the indication he 
wrote those two big hits as a means for sales promotion. 





Paul Whiteman tried out a new idea at his Sunday nite Hotel Biltmore 
(N. Y.) concerts by having not only guest musical artists but also the 
entire radio production troupe of ‘The Wizard of Oz’. Outfit did a skit 
under Frank Novak’s musical direction. Principal guest artists were 
Enric Madriguera who maestroed one of his original tangos, augmenting 
Whiteman’s band with some of his own musicians from the Waldorf- 
Astoria hotel, and Donald Novis, radio tenor. Next week Conrad Thi- 
bault and Vincent Lopez are guest artists. 

Biltmore has tilted the ‘minimum dinner check to $3 on Sundays with 
a sparse turnout the first time it was tried (18). Weekday minimum is 

2 for a club dinner. 





Charles N. Green, band agent and former manager for Noble Sissle, 
who started a $35,000 damage suit against Sissle for breach of contract, 
is similarly suing the colored band leader’s present managers, Music 
Corp. of America, for another 35G’s. Both actions revolve about the 
exclusivity claim, alleging that MCA induced Sissle to break away from 
Green’s management. 

MCA'’s defense is that the former exclusive contract was terminated 
by a second agreement that Sissle could freelance, and that even now 
Sissle was paying a split commish to both Green and the MCA. Hence 
both defendants, via Attorney J. T. Abeles, are moving to dismiss the 
complaint. 

One of the co-defendants in the Max Mayer vs. Music Dealers? 
Service suit is Robbins Music Corp, which insisted upon an order to dis- 
miss the complaint against itself in that Robbins had fong since bowed 
out of the MDS. It is stated that Mayer wanted to proceed heaviest 
against Robbins because ef the Metro connection. 

Some in the trade now regard the weakening of MDS as a boon to the 
industry while others are vehemently deriding the allegedly easy manner 
in which the publishers surrendered and leaving only Feist, DeSylva 
and Donaldson-D-G to legally fight it out. 





In Baltimore eastside cabaret, where noise of clientele limits floor 
show to s. and d. routines, pair of colored hoofers thought to expand 
via oral comedy. Chose that antiquated burley bit, ‘Who’s the Boss?” 

At end of hoofing chores one night they surprised the owner, survey- 
ing the act from a dim corner, by going into their chatter and dying. 
Owner tipped team to drop the dialog but the next night the straight 
opened with, ‘Who's the boss?’ 

Office door sprang and owner bellowed, ‘I am, you muggs, and you're 
fired.’ 





Witmarks’ ‘Eddie Cantor Song and Joke Book’ is a new idea in motion 
picture song folios in that it combines the songs from Cantor’s ‘Roman 
Scandals’ plus some comedy dialog, gags, stills from this Goldwyn- 
United Artists film and of Rubinoff, Wallingford, et al. It’s to retail at 
50c. 

For the trade it’s a novelty try for by-products income for, while it 
contains five picture songs, it is issued after the initial sales flurry on 
the thematics. 





Select Music Publications, Inc., recently organized Rockwell-O’Keefe 
subsid, has ‘The Dutch Mill,” tune that Bing Crosby picked up from 
Harry Barris and Ralph Freed on the Coast. In the second week of 
release ending Thursday (15) the song showed a sales turnover of 
30,000 sheet copies. 
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Years as , e bh bringing mobs nightly even during In less than two months since Harry Engel bought out Joe Keit, lia- 
floor show and dance band. th a = P ; : Ae 
EARL BURTNETT Place accomodates 300, and busi- e hg strike. Evening dress is| bilities of Keit-Engel, Inc., have been reduced from $50,000 to $17,000. 
and His Orchestra ness has been okay. py Bos med eer ‘c a Rinay sag Songwriters’ Protective Association is playing ball with Engel on Jerr: 
Making Superb Music at Don Skirman’s nine-piece ork is ‘ " : a + Renna ©. | accrued royalties, the publisher taking care of that end of it in part until i tor 
Chicago’s Drake Hotel and nice for spot. Right up the alley : next royalty dividends are due. / the 
broadcasting via WGN. The for the hoofers who engage in a 1 tra, r 
Burtnett crew thrills with: leaping, put-it-down frenzy of PENNY IN ALBANY ; ie poi 
“A THOUSAND GOOD NIGHTS” dance hall terping. Floor show liked aVihite” Wineete 19 The Dump, newest night spot in Kansas City, uses bales of hay for son 
“DANCING IN THE MOON- but compares unfavorably with any, maren **; | seats. Advertises its dance band as ‘Dew Kellingtons’. Glad, 
LIGHT” what's on tap elsewhere in town. A Ann Pennington is on a month’s Rowe 
“1 JUST COULDN'T TAKE IT, warbler, Joan Dailey, has a deal of | ®®Sagement in the floor show at the | [=== —— — — Rowe r 
BABY ‘ voice and personality but is sorely | New Kenmore hotel here. i 
“THE MOONLIGHT WALTZ’ untutored. Deleo Sisters are rou- MEET YOUR FAVORITE STAR OF STAGE AND SCREEN 
| “INFATUATION tine with harmony and unison hoof- Simons at Blackhawk AT MIKE FRITZEL’S Tee 
ing. Irma Lane rolls all over the Chicago, March 19. 
ROB opie caisson |, Somer mats erence CHEZ PAREE re 
& Waitresses are a bit incongruous into the Blackhawk cafe April 1. : ze 4 music 
MUSIC CORPORATION |i nitery and heightened by fact Replaces the Hal Kemp band Gut no Neen ee ee er Stewart IGA: & Snyd 
iil! 799 SEVENTH AVENUE they've tozged out a la tea shoppe | Which heads for a tour of one-night- | CHICAGO | local a; 
*** NEW YORK --. HTT | servers, ers. | odie 
‘ Landay 


& 











a 





; 
: 
| 





i, See March 20, 1934 


MUSEC 





——_—_—_—_————— 





ST 








MAX MAYER BEATS M.D.S. 


+ 





RISING SUN SETS FOR 
JERRY WOOD'S OUTFIT 


Tokyo, March 1. 
Jerry Wood and his orchestra are 
quitting Japan. Three of the boys 
have gone home already and the re- 
maining seven leave Kobe today (1). 
Band stuck together until debt to 


Ginza dance hall, which brought 
them out in September, had been 
settled. This was managed by do- 
ing a flock of recordings for the 
Teichiku Record Company. Settle- 
ment with the hall was made for the 
band by.the American Consul Gen- 
eral, who got the American Asso- 
ciations of Tokyo and Kobe inter- 
ested in sending the seven remain- 
ing members home. Each body put 
up a couple of hundred yen, and the 
boys are traveling home third class, 
mostly on their own money, 

Band was the fastest aggregation 
ever to come to the Far East and 
could have been a success with a 
little different management — but 
with different management it prob- 
ably never would have come out 
here. 





Mills ee aie 
Stay; Crosby Won't Sail 


Mills Brothers will probably dou- 
Ble the length of their stay in Eng- 
Jjand. Harry Foster agency radio- 
gramed last week offering the ex- 
tra time. Present contract calls 


for a split between the Palladium 
and Alhambra, with after-stage 
doubling into the Mayfair niterie. 
Quartet is slated to sail on the Paris 
April 28. Tom Rockwell, the team’s 
manager, will precede them by a 
week. ‘ 

Foster agency also queried about 
Bing Crosby’s coming over for a 
tour of Europe this summer. Rock- 
well-O’Keefe office, which repre- 
sents Crosby, replied that personal 
appearance dates being laid out for 
him on this side would prevent him 
from leaving the country during the 
next eight months at least. 


George Olsen Tours, _ 
Ethel Shutta with Him 


George Olsen closes with his or- 
chestra at the Hotel Pennsylvania, 
N. Y., April 6 and starts a dance- 
theatre tour. His wife, Ethel 


Shutta, on the Nestle’s Chocolate 
radio show at $1,000 a week, is try- 
ing to bow out of her contract to 
tour with Olsen. She is signed until 
next August. 

As a compromise she offered to 
defray the wire charges to wherever 
the Olsen band might be providing 
Walter O’Keefe, her vis-a-vis on 
the radio commercial, jumped out 
as a professional courtesy. While 
this might be amenable all around 
it’s up to the sponsor, who is re- 
sisting any remote control broad- 
casting idea, 

Most likely settlement wi!l be for 
Miss Shutta to play off her radio 
contract time on some future com- 
mercial for the same agency, al- 
though probably a new sponsor. 








Takes Poison, Tells 
Of Act and Is Saved 


Baltimore, March 19. 

Jerry Gladden, 25, baton-twirler 
for the Franklintown hotel orches- 
tra, recovering from effects of 
Doison self-administered. 

Gladden told manager Frank 
Rowe of what he had done, and 
Rowe rushed him to a hospital. 





Ted Snyder Agenting 


Hollywood, March 19. 
Ted Snyder, former New York 
Music publisher (Waterson, Berlin 
& Snyder), has joined the ranks of 
local agents. 
He fs assoctated with the Small- 
Landay Agency. 


oe 





ASCAP Allegation 


To substantiate their con- 
tention that the handing out 
of ratings by the publisher 
faction on the ASCAP board 
of directors was interlinked 
with the recruiting of distribu- 
tion membership for the MDS, 
Max Mayer's lawyers’ sub- 
mitted as an exhibit the fol- 
lowing list of publisher class!- 
fications showing where, al- 
legedly, they stood before and 





after joining the shipping 
combine: 
Before After 
Joining Joining 
Ager, Yellen & Born- 

DD aseseneteeoetme B 
Irving Berlin, Inc.... A AA 
DeSylvia, Brown & 

BEORGCTOOM cc cccccccs A A 
Leo Feist, Inc........ A AA 
| MR. cases cen A AAA 
Mills Music, Inc....... B A 
Remick Music Corp... A A 
Shapiro-Bernstein Co.. A A 
Santley Bros......... e B B 
 “eakvins e403 AA 
Donaldson, Douglas & 

SEE kta Scs en vos ote B 
Bibo-Lang, Inc........ G FF 
Hiarry Bloom, Inc..... .. ° H 
Goodman Music Co.... I H 
Kornheiser - Schuster, 

ls cas een cede aud fee . I 
Olman Music Co....... F E 
Marlo Music Co..... , 2 H 
T. B. Harms, Inc..... Cc cc 
EMS BOB 0 veececccces F FF 

* No rating 














SPA’S BOYCOTT IDEA 
ON NON-PAYING PUBS 


The Songwriters’ Protective Asso- 
ciation is flirting with an idea of 
boycotting those music publishers 
who don’t meet their royalty obli- 
gations. 





vitalizing effect on the industry at 
large in that no music firm can 
function without suitable song ma- 
terial. ‘ 





MOTHER-SON LIQUORLESS 


Nuisance Charge Against Pittsburgh 
Cafe Partnership 








Pittsburgh, March 19, 

First night club to lose both its 
beer and liquor licenses in this ter- 
ritory is Cocoanut Grove, East Lib- 
erty, where suspension orders were 
handed down in court last week by 
Judge Marshall. District Attorney 
Park filed petitions asking for per- 
manent revocation of the two li- 
censes held in the name of Ester 
Danzilli, who, with her son, Art 
Farrar, band leader, has operated 
spot for more than a year. 

Cocoanut Grove is situated in a 
residential district and residents 
protested to authorities that it was 
a common nuisance, that it operated 
until all hours of the night and ob- 
served none of the ciosing regula- 
tions. 

Police officers also testified that 
they had made beer and liquor buys 
there after midnight on Saturday. 
Spot is still running, however, de- 
spite its inability to serve booze of 
any kind. 


Lombardo on Waldorf 
Roof Early in June 


Guy Lombardo’s orchestra returns 
to New York the first week in June 
at the Waldorf-Astoria roof. 

Lombardo just closed at the 
Cocoanut Grove, Los Angeles, suc- 
ceeded by Ted Fiorito on March 
19, with Veloz and Yolanda, dancers, 
sub-billed. Both booked by MCA, 
which also handles Lombardo. 

After Lombardo’s film chores in 
Hollywood band goes to the Holly- 
wood Club, Galveston, where Anson 
Weeks is in for a five-weeks stay. 
Weeks now has Bob Crosby (Bing’s 
brother) in his organization. An- 
other newcomer to Weeks’ combo 
is Frank Saputo. 


ALMOST A STORY 
Tokyo, March 1. 

VARIETY mugg here feels a little bit 
funny. A p.a. handed him some- 
thing and he bit. P.a. told mugg 
that Bing Crosby’s records are the 
best selling plates in this market, 
mugg sent it on and it was printed. 

Okay, except that the most recent 
Crosby record released in Japan was 
‘A Bench in the Park’ and sung >y | 
the Whiteman Rhythm Boys. } 











It is felt that this will have a} 


4 PUBLISHERS 
ACCEPT TERMS 


Judge Bryant Okays Drop- 
ping Out of Jury and 
Three-Fourths of Defend- 
ants as Trial Goes On— 
DeSylva, Feist and Don- 
aldson Firms Alone Con- 
tinue Case Before Judge 
for Decision on Law 








NOMINAL DAMAGES 


——_—_—_ 


Max Mayer has succeeded in 
cracking up the Mus‘. Dealers Serv- 
ice, Inc. By a series of settlements, 
which the jobber effected while his 
$1,125,000 anti-trust suit against 
the MDS and 84 allied publishers 
was in midtriai before Judge Bryant 
in the New York Federal Court last 


week, the central distributing bu- 
reau will by April i be either a 
memory or a virtual shell of its 
original setup. Mayer’s’ victory 


places the distributing structure of 
the industry back to where it was 
when the MDS made its debut 19 
months ago. 

Of the 12 major defendant pub- 
lishers, each a charter member of 
the MDS, three remain to continue 
the litigation. These were still 
having their inning before Judge 
Bryant Monday (yesterday). On 
the previous Friday (16) contend- 
ing counsel entered an agreement 
to discharge the jury, which for nine 
days had been listening to the evi- 
dence in the case, and to leave the 
issues at law involved solely to the 
judgment of the court. It was also 
stipulated that neither party will 
appeal from the verdict of Judge 
Bryant, that the judgment liabili- 
ties of the remaining defendants 
will be limited to $24,000 and that 
the $51,000 already collected from 
defendant publishers in settlement 
of their cases will not be affected 
by the court’s decision. With the 
jury out of the way it was figured 
that a lot of evidence submitting 
could be eliminated and the end of 
the trial bridged by at least three 
weeks. It is now expected that the 
case will be in the hands of the 
judge for a verdict by Wednesday 
(21). 

Three major firms which have 
elected to go through with the trial 
to a finish are DeSylva, Brown & 
Henderson, Leo Feist, Inc., and 
Donaldson, Douglas & Gumble. 
Others who have yet to signature 
release documents with Mayer are 
Harry Bloom, Abe Olman and Bibo- 
Lang. Mayer last Saturday advised 
his counsel, Irwin A. Edelman and 
David L. Podell, that in effecting 
settlements with the smaller pub- 
lisher defendants they were to 
waive the collection of legal or 
damage fees. It ig understood that 
Mayer has declined to benefit from 
any of the settlement or judgment 
money. He has allocated all this to 
his lawyers to cover their fees and 
litigation costs. AM he said he 
had wanted was the dissolution of 
the MDS, and he now hoped that 
the feuding of the past 19 months 
would be forgotten and that the old 
business and personal relationships 
would be amicably resumed. 

Cracking up of the trial came 
with dramatie suddenness as it 
went into its second week the previ- 
ous Monday (12). The plaintiff's 
side was stil] presenting its case 
with Mayer himself on the stand. 
First to approach the head of Rich- 
mond-Mayer Music Co. for a settle- 
ment was the Warner Bros. group, 
composed of Harms, Inc., M. Wit- 
mark & Sons, Remick Music Corp., 











Chappell-Harms, Ine, and T. B. 
Harms, Inc. As former half owner 
of Famous Music Corp. 


the hich 
elawyers also spoke for this firm. 
Immediately on the heels of the 
WB group's approach eame an offer 





to call it quits from Irving Berlin, | 
Ine. 


With settlement terms agreed | 
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Chi Theatres Yelp as Cafes Grab 
Major Share of Dailies’ Publicity 





Keeping Tabs on Izzy 





Izzy played banjo for Jimmy, 
Lou and Eddie. But Jimmy 
and Lou went to the Coast 
and Eddie took himself to 
Brooklyn. So Izzy went up the 
Hudson aways and became a 
picture exhibitor with 250 seats 
at nis command. 

Now whenever they see Izzy 
with his banjo case, they know 
he’s doubling, and that the pic- 
ture is lousy. 











upon between Mayer's eounsel and 
the regular legal representatives 
for the WB and Berlin organiza- 
tions, this coterie of lawyers took 
the matter up with Judge Bryant 
in chambers during a trial recess 
Monday afternoon. As trial coun- 
sel for the MDS and associated pub- 
lishers, A. 8S. Gilbert and Francis 
Gilbert refused to agree to the with- 
drawal of these defendants from the 
case. The Gilbert Bros. argued that 
they were still representing every- 
body listed among the defendants 
and as long as they retained this 
power of attorney there would be 
ny settlements. 
Replace Gilberts 

Judge Bryant then ruled that be- 
fore he could consider any motions 
for discontinuance it would first be 
necessary that the Warner Bros. 
and Berlin representation submit an 
order for the substitution of counsel. 
The next morning (Tuesday) this 
order with A. M. Wattenberg re- 
placing the Gilberts for the WB 
group and Nathan Burkan for Ber- 
lin was in the judge’s hands and the 
withdrawal of these firms as de- 
fendants soon afterwards also be- 
came a matter of court record. 

When word of the Warner Bros. 
and Berlin move was received by 
the remaining defendants the initial 
reaction was that of resentment. 
But soon afterwards a number of 
these same publishers went scurry- 
ing off from the court building to 
consult their own lawyers. 

By Wednesday evening Shapiro- 
Bernstein & Co. had arrived with 
Mayer’s counsel at a_ settlement. 
Jack Mills the following day sub- 
stituted Samuel J. Buzzell ag his 
trial counsel and also obtained a 
release, with the withdrawals includ- 
ing Mills Music, Inc., and Lawrence 
Music Co. Next to settle were Ager, 
Yellen’ and Bornstein and Santly 
Bros. Aggregation of stepper-out- 
ers by this time represented nine 
out of the 12 original stockholder 
and charter members of the MDS. 
Average settlement figure for each 
of these firms was $7,500, which 
brought the tally from this group to 
$51,000. Two others to obtain dis- 
continuance before the week ended 
were Irving Caesar, Inc., and Pied- 
mont Music Co. 

Terms of Settlement 

Terms of settlement signatured 
by each of these publishing houses 
were that they would: 

1. Sell merchandise to the Rich- 
mond-Mayer Music Co. at the dis- 
counts and dating and credit ar- 
rangements that existed before the 
organization of the MDS. 

2. Give Richmond-Mayer the 
same wholesaler’s price differential 
that existed before Sept. 1, 1932, 
and also the same favorable terms 
and prices as allowed other whole- 
salers, syndicates or chain stores, 

3. Cancel all contracts with the 
MDS, withdraw the sale and dis- 
tribution of merchandise through 
this channel and deal direct with 
Richmond-Mayer after April 1, 

4. Vote, as stockholders, to dis- 
solve the MDS. 

5. Agree not to form or be affill- 
ated with any exclusive selling or 
distributing agency similar to the 
MDS or organize another combine | 
of its kind. 

6. In case of any breach of these 














conditions Richmond-Mayer was 
permitted to petition any court in 
the country for an injunction | 


against them and also sue for dam- j 


ageg, 
Doubt was expressed by a 


+ 


Chicago, March 19. 

Theatres locally are yowling 
against the newspapers for claimed 
increasing favo.itism towards nite 
clubs in free plugs and exploitation. 
Theatres complain they spend thres 
to five times as much money with 
the dailies than the nite clubs, yet 
the niteries are getting the major 
portion of the breaks. 

Situation has come about since 
the development of nite club pages 
in the show biz sections of the 
dailies. With the cafe ads a new 
item of the newspapers the sheets 
have been boosting cafe and niterie 
attractions, 

In some of the dailies there is a 
direct ratio between the number of 
advertising lines and the amount of 
free publicity copy the cafe receives 
in return, The larger the ad the 
more space. Incidentally, this pro- 
portioning of publicity has become 
the inside laugh of show business 
in Chicago. 

In the Chicago American, evening 
Hearst rag which is making the 
sreatest play for nite club advertis- 
ing, the niteries refuse to place any 
ads unless the paper will guarantee 
at least a two-column picture. The 
eafes refuse single column photos, 


MPPA EXPECTS RECORD 
MARCH ON RADIO DISCS 


Indications are that the Musie 
Publishers’ Protective Association 
will do a record month from tran- 
scription sources. It is expected 
that the tally for March will come 
to around $10,000. Previous monthly 
take has been $8,000. 

In February the MPPA distributed 
$6,800 of transcription coin among 
the membership. For March, 1933, 
the intake on radio discs came to 
about $6,000. 











of MDS officers Saturday (17) that 
the MDS would go on functioning 
as a co-operative organization even 
if Judge Bryant ruled in favor of 
the remaining defendants. Firms 
already committed to withdraw 
represented over 95% of the busi- 
ness that the MDS clears. Indica- 
tions are that Maurice Richmond, 
general manager of the MDS, will, 
after its dissolution return to the 
jobbing business and that he will 
operate from the present MDS 
quarters, taking over the facilities 
intact from the stockholders. Prob- 
able title of the concern is the 
Richmond Music Dealers Service, 
Ine. 
Must Tell Dealers 

By virtue of the release signa- 
tured with Mayer's counsel the ex- 
defendant publishers are also com- 
mitted to notify all dealers in the 
music business that on and after 
April 1 the latter will be free to deal 
with jobbers or the publishers di- 
rect. Also that they have cancelled 
their affiliations with the MDS. 

To those of the trade who have 
been attending the trial’s sessions 
regularly Friday (16) developed one 
of the most interesting episodes of 
the entire stretch. It was during 
this period that counsel for the de- 
fense sought to disprove Mayer's 
contention that promotions in the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers and demo- 
tions had had a lot to do with in- 
fluencing publishers to throw their 


distributing lot with the MDS. The 
Gilberts on Friday put A. Green- 
bury, assistant to E. C. Mills, gen- 
eral manager of ASCAP, on the 


stand to refute this allegation. 

In support of their claim that the 
ASCAP classification committee for 
the publishers had jockeyed ratings 
in the drive for MDS members, the 
lawyers for Moyer cited the alleged 
case of Keit-Engel, Inc. In October, 


1932, that firm joined the MDS on 
a non-exclusive basis and shortly 
afterwards, the plaintiff’s counsel 
contended, Keit-inzel made a pro- 
| test against its rating of CC, but 


couple | 


the partnership was turned down. 
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VAUDEVILLE 








Code Authority Won't Accept 
Anonymous Vaude Squawks; 
42 Cities for Filing Complaints 








Anonymous complaints will not 
be entertained by the Code Author- 
ity, which declares any charges on 
alleged violations of the vaudeville 
section of the Motion Picture Code 
will have to carry the name of the 
complaint in order to get a hearing. 

In addition to refusing to accept 
unsigned squawks, the Code Au- 
thority will not police the field on 
its own in a search for violations. 
Action will be taken only on signed 
complaints entered by an injured 
party. 

Code Authority isn’t settling any 
vaudeville complaint, because it 
hasn’t been receiving any to settle. 
In the first month of the code’s for- 
mation two complaints were filed, 
and the actors in both instances 
were paid off through the Code Au- 
thority’s intervention. But since 
then, with violations in the vaude 
booking field admittedly flagrant, no 
signed squawks have been made. 

A widespread belief is that be- 
cause the present vaude section of 
the picture code is under proposed 
revision, present violations cannot 
result in official action. The Code 
Authority declares this to be a false 
impression, stating that rewriting or 
no rewriting, the code as it now 
stands constitutes the law, and any 
violations can be prosecuted. Code 
Authority has the machinery to 
prosecute; all it needs is some com- 
plaints. 

There are 42 code compliance 
boards in as many cities in the 
United States at which complaints 
can be filed. Locations of the boards, 
along with the name of the local 
chairmen and their addresses, are: 


New York— Henry F. Wolff, 45 
Broadway. : 

Jersey City—Edwin B. Lord, 1 
Newark avenue. 

Albkany—Edw. N. Scheiberling, 91 
State street. 


Buffalo—Walter Johnson, 
ber of Commerce bldg. 

Philadelphia—Frank Smith, City 
Ha'l. 

Washington—Gen. John A, John- 
ston, 2101 Conn. avenue, 


Cleveland—Charles E. Otis, 
Terminal Tower. 
Columbus—Dr. H. Gordon Hayes, 
Columbus. 
Pittsburgh — Peter 
bldg. 
Cincinnati—Charles F. Williams, 
Chamber of Commerce bldg. 
Boston — J. E. McCornell, 111 
Devonshire street. 
New Haven—George E. Beers, 205 
Church street. 
Portland—Clinton W. Davis, 192 
Middle street. 
Augusta—Ellis W. Church, 46 
South Chestnut street. 
Atlanta—Lee Ashcraft, Trust Co. 
of Ga. bidg. 
Mzmphis—Joe A. Fowler, 118 Mon- 
roe avenue. 
Crarlotte—Thomas Griffith, City 
Haii. 
acksonville—A. W. Coékrell, Jr., 
ftaham bidg. 
Now Orleans—Allison Owen, New 
Orleans. 
Dallas——A. W. Schultz, 1727 Young 
Antonio—Nat. 


street. 

San M. 
Majestic Theatre bldg. 

Oklahoma City—Robert A. Heff- 
ner, Ransey Tower, 

Chicago—Andrew 357 
East Chicago avenue, 

Detroit—Abner E. 
National Bank bldg. 

Milwaukee—Julius P. 
eral bldg. 

Indianapolis—T. M. Overly, Ma- 
jestic bldg. 

Kansas City, Mo.—Charles L. 
King, Hotel Kansas Citian. 

St. Louis—Col. A. C. Orrick, 
Security bldg. 

Omaha— Harley G. Moorehead, 
City National Bank bldg. 

Des Moines—L. C. Kurtz, Kurtz 
Hardware company. 

Denver—W. F’. R. Mills, 318 Barth 
Block. 

Salt Lake—Mark H. Greene, Salt 
Lake City. 

San Francisco—J. W. 
Jr., £03 California street. 

Los Angeles—Henry L. Burris, 345 
South Spring street. 


Cham- 


1800 


Gluk, Park 


Washer, 


A. Bruce, 
Larned, First 


Heil, Fed- 


Mailliard, 


Seattle—Roscoe Drumheller, Ex- 
change bldg. 

Portland, Ore—F. J. Bringham, 
427 E. Clackamas, 

Minneapolis—Dr. C. A. Prosser, 


816 Wayxzata blvd. 
Sioux Falls—O. J. Meyhaus, Corn 
Exchange Savings Bank. 
Baltimore—Cen. Chas. D. Gaither, 
Fallsway and Fayette streets. 
Charleston—G. A. Matthews, 
Lee street. 
Liti!e Rock—T. Gay, Gay bldg. 
Tampa—Jack Carr, Peninsular 
Telephone bldg. 
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DURANTE CAN’T DOUBLE 


Loew Nixes Paradise Cafe Date at 








As a gesture to Chink Sherman of 
the Paradise restaurant syndicate, 
Jimmie Durante agreed to play a 
limited engagement at $2,000 a 
week, doubling from the Capitol, 
N. Y., currently. As soon as the 
Paradise advertised Durante the 
Loew-Metro office served the nec- 
essary legal notice all around that 
Durante couldn't double from the 
Cap into any nitery as Loew’s had 
brought its contract player east for 
the express purpose of a personal 
appearance at the theatre. 

Durante is at the Cap at his pic- 
ture salary plus percentage, the 
show nut running to $17,000 for him- 
self with Polly Moran and Lou 
Holtz. 

' Paradise wanted to fo! .w Sally 
Rand, the fan dancer, with Durante, 
but with Schnoz’s bow out, Miss 
Rand is being held over. 


EE 


50-50 Plus $3,000 
Wire Coin to A&A 
For Wk. in Dallas 


Amos 'n’ Andy will play Dallas 
for the Interstate circuit week of 
April 6 on a straight 50-50 split 
with house from the first dollar. 
It’s the first 50-50 deal yet made 
by the Interstate, previous high 
percentage progosition having been 
the Morton Downey unit’s 60-40 
booking. 

In addition the theatre will pay 
75%, or $38,000, of the $4,000 wire 
charges necessitated by the sending 
of A&A’s regular broadcast from 
Dallas. 








Whiteman’s $8,000 


Paul Whiteman insisted on a good 
picture for his Capitol, N. Y., en- 
gagement, which runs at least two 
weeks, and film will be’ Norma 
Shearer’s ‘Rip Tide.’ 

Whiteman orchestra, doubling 
from the Hotel Biltmore, and also 
with his usual Thursday night NBC 


air commercial, is payrolled at 
$8,000. William Morris agency offi- 
ciated. 


B.&K. GRANADA BACK 
TO WEEK-END VAUDE 


Chicago, March 19. 

B.&K. adds still another house to 
its returning host of vaude spots, 
on Easter week-end bringing vaude 
back to the north side Granada. 
Starts as a Saturday and Sunday 
spot, but likely to build to its for- 
mer standing as a full-weeker. 

Will be added to the regular 
week-end book handled out of the 
William Morris office. 


LOEW REPS. GET 
CIRCUITS OKAY 


Having obtained assurance of 
support from the circuit’s heads and 
booking office, the Loew agents 
Splitting away from the National 
Association Of Theatrical Artists 
Representatives will establish a 
permanent organization at a meet- 
ing tomorrow (Wednesday) night. 
A committee, consisting of Johnny 


Hyde, Charlie Yates and Joe Flaum, 
secured the circuit’s approval last 
week, 


The association, as yet unnamed, 
will run a sick and benefit insurance 
fund for Loew franchise holders and 
associates, as well as setting up 
protective measures ‘for members 
forced into inactivity by illness. An 
arrangement is being worked out 
under which a member out through 
sickness would be protected against 
loss of his acts for a period of a 
year, with the other members han- 
dling his acts for him gratis during 
that time. rc 


In addition to its benevolent ac- 
tivities the association will function 
as an arbitration bureau for dis- 
putes among agent-members and 
between agents and actors. But no 
permanent arbitration board will be 
set up. The contesting parties will 
be permitted to select their own 
arbiters, who will settle disputes 
together with a third and neutral 
party mutually named. 


Arthur Lyons, NATAR president, 
stated yesterday (Monday) that any 
effort by the Loew faction to with- 
draw members from his organiza- 
tion will be ignored. ‘We are not 
forcing anybody to join our asso- 
ciation,’ he said. ‘If they don’t want 
to come in, that’s their business.’ 
His brother, Sam, is the Loew fran- 
chise holder in the Lyons & Lyons 
agency and is expected to be a 
member of the Loew agents’ asso- 
ciation, 

















Chi's Vaude Booming With 5 Weeks in 
Loop Spending $20,000, and 20 Nabes 





Chicago, March 19. 


Vaude in Chicago is at present 
in better shape than any time since 
the depression got underway. In 
the past 12 months Chicago has 
risen from a fleshless town, with 
only two vaude spots in a city of 
3,000,000 people, to one bubbling 
with week stands, split weeks, 
week-end and Sunda, bookings. 
Has jumped in vaude expenditures 
over 300% and about 20 times in 
the number of acts being used, 


Last year there were only the 
B.&K. Chicarv and the RKO Pal- 
ace plaring vaude. Today there are 
four weeks in the Loop. Besides 
the two previously mentioned, the 
B.&K. Oriental and the J.L.&S 
State-Lake. Also, the Majestic has 
just been taken over by Jones, 
Linick & Schaefer and will take 


on a vaude policy by April 15. This 
will make five full weeks in the 
loop, with a total expenditure of 
approxim:.tely $20,000 weekly for 


talent. This is divided roughly as 
$5,500 apiece for the Chicago and 
Palace; $3,500 each for the Oriental 





and State-Lake, with the Majestic 
scheduled to be operated on a 
vaude budget of some $1,500 weekly. 
Were It All Began 

In the neighborhoods, booked out 
of the local Morris office, there are 
some 10 spots playing full weeks, 
splits and week-end vaude. These 
week-ends are really the basis of 
the viude revival in the midwest 


and, as Balaban & Katz officials 
frankly state, they have done a 
great deal in bringing the circuit’s 
books from red to black ink, Houses 
are the full week Marbro, half-week 
Tivoli, Uptown and Harding, while 


the week-ends are the Senate, 
Congress, Belmont, Century, Ter- 
minal Norshore and Tower. On the 


Warner circuits there are the Capi- 
tol, the Startford and the Parthenon 
in Hammond. Slated for reopening 
shortly is the Symphony, while 
B.&K. has:the full week South- 
town spot scheduled for an Easter 
getaway. 3 

Diamond office is handling sev- 
eral spots besides the State-Lake 
and Majestic. Has the Roseland 
State here for week-ends, the Or- 
pheum in Memphis as a full-week- 
er, and a three-week string of Wis- 
consin time for spot-booked unit 
shows. Also the Oriental, Mil- 
waukee, a week-ender. 

Out of town dates handled by the 
Morris office are the Ambassador, 
St. Louis, and the Riverside, Mil- 
waukee, full-weekers. Also sched- 
uled for a vaude revival shortly are 
the Arcadia, St. Charles and the 
Cecil, Mason City. Leon alkin of- 


fice bo: s th2 Palace, Milwaukee, 
full-weeker, while Dick Bergen 
(RKO), is booking a number of 


week-end spots. 
In addition there are several off- 





and-on spots through lIowa, In- 
diana, Wisconsin and Illinois, which 
last year were all off. 


What One Little Gal Has Done 
With 2 Fans, an Adding Machine, 
Some Bookkeepmg and Publicity 





A set of ostrich feathers isn’t the 
only thing Sally Rand can swing. 
The ‘Little Egypt’ of the last 
World's Fair also totes a mean set 
of books—business books—as well 
as an adding machine. She gt- 
tributes to the bookkeeping and 
adding, as much as to the fanning, 
the fact that her firm's accounts 
have been strictly in the black this 
season, 

Sitting down as though to an- 
alyze inflation, and hauling out a 
set of business files, Miss Rand 
proceeded to explain to a VARIETY 
mugg just how she has transplanted 
the biz methods of big business to 
her own particular branch of the 


fan dancing industry. The mugg 
tried to look as bright as possible. 
‘I don’t consider my dancing to 
be of prime importance,’ said Miss 
Rand, ‘and I keep that in mind 
when selling my act to a theatre 
manager or booker. My only 
thought is the boxoffice and I talk 
boxoffice and nothing else. The im- 
portant point is that I draw busi- 
ness into a theatre. If I happen to 
entertain the people once they’re 
inside the theatre, that’s another 
matter. The big thing is to get 
them in, and I do get them in, and 
that’s my sales argument.’ 

It commerced to dawn on the 
listener that here was no stripper 
whose thinking is confined to de- 
liberating the proper angle to hold 
the fan for sufficient peek-a-boo- 
ing and still keep the act kosher. 
This is a gal who has built herself 
up to $5,000 a week, who hasn’t 
missed a day’s work (except in 
traveling) since last August and 
who has done it all herself. 

Handles Own Deals 

Still trying tuo look bright, the 
mugg wondered out loud how a 
girl doing her own business, and 
making her own percentage deals, 
can avoid finishing on the wrong 
end of a short count now and then. 

‘I don’t make any deals until I’m 
sure they’r2 right,’ said Miss Rand. 
‘There is more than one way of 
getting the lowdown on a thea- 
tre’s average business. I check it 
from various sources before I make 
my deal. But the advance prepara- 
tion isn’t everything. You've got 
t watch that boxoffice all week. In 
one middlewestern town they rang 
in 1,800 passes on me, besides an 
unknown number of okays at the 
door. I could sue the gentleman 
for that.’ 

For a girl who started out last 
summer with more guys cutting up 
her weekly salary than anybody in 
the world, with the possible excep- 
tion of Carnera, Miss Rand is sur- 
prisingly lacking in professional 
representation. In fact, for the 
past several months she has done 
her own 10 percenting, so every- 
thing remains net. 

‘I do not say that agents are en- 
tirely unnecessary,’ Miss Rand ex- 
plained. ‘For several purposes they 
are useful, The William Morris 
office is now representing me on 
some theatre dates in New York. 
But there are some bookings I can 
arrange myself, suck as the ones I 
just played on the way east. I made 
deals that an agent couldn't have 
bettered, and when I can promote 
a salary of $3,000 through my own 
efforts, I don’t see the logic in 
handing $30€ to an agent who 
couldn't do more.’ 

Miss-Rand, the mugg deduced, has 
not followed custom by resigning 
herself to the fate which all actors 
believe is theirs—that as regards 
business they are practically help- 
less and need the strong, guarding 
hand of a business representative. 
Miss Rand likes to play her own 
accompaniment on the cash regis- 
Ler, 


‘I will lo business through ati 
agent when necessary,’ she ex- 
plained, ‘but I prefer to keep the 


business end elastic so that I may 
be free to make my: own deals and 
arrangements when I think it ad- 
visable’ 

Arranging the correct guarantee 
figure or sulary and the proper per- 
centage split to be arrived at isn’t 
all there is to it, Miss Rand be- 
lieves. If that were all it would be 





a cinch and an agent could handle 


it just as well. But there’s lots more, 
and Miss Rand performed a secre- 
tarial swan dive into her letter files 
to prove the contention. 


From the Files 


Letter No. 1 was a four-page, sin- 
gle spaced typewritten missive 
composed for the eyes of theatre 
managers. It’s replete with info 
and suggestions, ranging from tive 
chorus and orchestra routines to 
special exploitation stunts, and con- 
taining everything but Lincoln's 
Gettysburg Address. The lighting 
should be thus and so and tie-ups 
can be arranged on everything from 
milk to‘beer. These instructions are 
mailed to the theatres considerably 
in advance. Miss Rand is a stickler 
for preparation. The orchestra must 
memorize her music, because she 
works with all house lights out, in- 
cluding the pit bulbs. 


‘If the instructions are followed 
there can’t be any slip-ups. I don’t 
leave out anything. When I get to 
the theatre everything is set and | 
give as good a first show as a last 
show. I don’t like to take chances, 
and through contacting the mana- 
gers myself I entirely eliminate the 
element of chance.’ 

There’s something else Miss Rand 
insists on. It's that nobody except- 
ing the necessary employees be per- 
mitted to view her fan dance from 


backstage. She attributes all her 
police troubles te the backstag 


snoopers. ‘I know that nobody in 
the audience can see anything to 
cause complaint. My trouble in 
Chicago resulted entirely from peo- 
ple seeing my act from backstage. 


Handling Blue Noses 


Committees and individuals with 
censorial ideas take up most of her 
time opening day at most theatres, 
says Miss Rand. ‘I know how to 
handle that. They can't stop me 
from going on because contempla- 
tion is not a crime. And I insist 
they witness the performance from 
the orchestra, so that when I do go 
on they can’t see anything any- 
way.’ 

The censorship angle is something 
else she can handle better than an 
agent or manager, Miss Rand be- 
lieves. She’s heard all the ques- 
tions and knows all the answers and 
she can present her own case bet- 
ter than anyone can do it for her 

There is something else with 
which Miss Rand is uncommonly 
familiar, and that’s the value of 
publicity She talks in headlines. 
She has surrounded herself with 
Dave Lipton, an _ exploiter, who 
picks: her spots. She does the 
talking. She knows that when she 
tells a pop-eyed reporter that ‘I 
didn’t become famous until I took 
off my pants,’ that reporter imme- 
diately senses a hot lead for his 
yarn. 

A large section of the Rand busi- 
ness files is devoted to publicity 
ideas, stories and tie-ups. She even 
has a prop interview for embar- 
rassed high-school paper editors. It 
saves them time and Migs Rand 
‘asks’ herself questions that they 
wouldn’t dare to venture. 

Part of the Rand baggage is a 
trunk filled to the brim with stills, 
cuts, mats, posters, handbills and 
24-sheets. Nothing in the space- 
grabbing line is missing. Miss Rand 
writes most of her letters and pub- 
licity symposiums herself. The rest 
she dictates to her Oriental maid 
who doubles on the Remington. 

The idea of Miss Rand’s fan 
dance is that the time is evening, 
there is plenty of soft moonlight 
and Miss Rand is a nudist moon- 
beam. When Miss Rand looks ap- 
pealingly at her audience there are 
probably lots of guys who would 
string up anyone so presumptious 
as to suggest that as she looks 6!' 
front she’s not dreaming of Ic. 
but only counting the house. 


Pix Good—Vaude Out 


bow. 





The St. Louis, St. Louis, 
by F nchon & Marco in New Y 
drops stageshows for a straight p 
ture policy Friday (28). 

House has a string of big Pp 
booked and the stage end is figui 





unnecessary. 
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CIRCUS WILL 
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$050 to $8,000 for 


—— 


Joe Penner will walk out with 
$8,000 on his $3,750-plus-percentage 
pooking at Proctor’s, Newark, this 
week. Warner's Earle, Philadelphia, 
which plays Penner on the same 
terms next week (24) expects the 
comic will get $10,000 for himself. 
Six months ago Penner was getting 


‘$950 and wasn't considered a draw. 


Radio’s build-up for Penner is 


considered the most remarkable so 
far in the way it has increased his 
income in the short period of six 
months. His once weekly broadcast 
at 8:30 p. m. Sunday night catches 
the kids just before bedtime, and 


his theatre audience so far have 
been unique in the large proportion 
of juves they ‘contain. 

The RKO ‘Newark house’ was 
forced to do seven shows over Sat- 
urday and Sunday, or three more 
than usual. Business yesterday 
(Monday) necessitated five shows, 
whereas the average is three. 

Following. Philadelphia Penner 
plays an indie. (Comerford). split 
week in Wilkes-Barre and Scran- 
ton, then opens for Loew, playing 
the entire Loew circuit. He's be- 
ing booked through the William 
Morris office by his personal rep, 
Marty Sampter. 

Pittsburgh, March 19. |! 

Joe Penner has hopped the rat- 
tler and gone on his way, but the 
professional part of the town is 
still buzzing over the record he left 
behind him, the chief feature of 
which is his mutilation of the all- 
time attendance record at the Pitt. 
In his six-day stretch he catered ta 
upward of 96,000 customers, and 
that’s a crowd in any man’s theatre. 

He cracked another record by 
doing 34 shows on the week, doing 
six romps. daily except on Friday 
and Monday. Other turns have 
been shot up ‘to’ five shows a day, 
but Penner! reached six to get ’em 





‘all through, and that’s the’ bést rec- 


ard here outside of the old dime 
museum ‘days ‘when they gave a 
fresh show every hour on thé hour. 

Pennef ‘couldn't crack the cash 
take for a double reason, but he 
came within $2,000 of the bank de- 
posit record in spite of the fact 
that the. house is absorbing’ the 
ticket tax and the additional handi- 
cap of sométhing like 11,000 kids 
getting past»«the wicket at redticed 
admissions. 


Santrey Shew 3d Unit 
On 5-Wk.. N’west Tour 


Chicago, March 19. 
Third unit to head for the north- 


‘west out of the Billy Diamond office 


is Henry Santrey’s ‘Soldiers of For- 
tune,’ 30-people show.. Playing five 
weeks through Minnesota and the 
Dakotas. 

Others set to follow are the Black- 
stone magic show ahd the WLS 
Merry-Go-Round. Already having 
covered the territory are the Jay 
C. Flippen unit and ‘Harlem Scan- 
dals,’ with the Norman Thomas 
quintet. 


Cherry Sister Dies 


Cedar Rapids, Ia., March 19. 
_Ellen Cherry, 71, elder sister of 
Effie and Addie Cherry, the lowa 


vaudevillians, died March 13 in the 
Linn county home, Cedar Rapids. 
after a long illness. Ellen herself 
had been a member of the Cherry 
act more than 40 years ago, but 
had retired from the Cherry Sis- 
ters team and made her home with 
another sister, Elizabeth, on a small 
truck farm near Marion. 


Another sister, Jessie, dead 20} 
Wathen <= a | 
vets, Was #180 a member of the } 
team at one time. Burial in Cedar | 
Rapids. 


er 


Joe Penner in 


6 Months Through Radio Build-Up 





ACTS NO-LIKE ALLEYS 


Chi Bookers Making Sure About 
Hotel Rooms When Fair Repeats 


Chicago, March 19. 

Local booking offices are already 
making arrangements with the 
various hotels to take care of vaude 
performers during the World’s Fair 
this coming summer. They are 
taking no chances of a repetition of 
the 1933 situation, when the acts 
found themselves unable to secure 
accommodations. 

Some of the hotels went out of 
their way to help the performers at 
that time, while others adopted a 
‘nuts-to-you’ attitude. 





Frisco Commish Rules 
Theatre Not Liable in 
Aerialist’s Accident 


San Francisco, March 19. 


State Industrial Accident Com- 
mission handed down an important 
decision when it ruled this week 
that the Fox theatre and the Fire- 
men’s Fund Indemnity Company 
were not responsible for injuries 
sustained by Pauline Loretta Smith, 





Commission ruled that the theatre 
was not an employer, but a con- 
tractor, and therefore was not re- 
sponsible for the accident since it 
merely contracted with a booking 
agent to play and pay an act for a 
definite period of time. Ruling was 
concurred in by Timothy A. Rear- 
don, director, and Frank J. Burke, 
secretary of the state commission. 

The accident occurred last Janu- 
ary 20, when Mrs. Smith, doing her 
aerial act under the name of Pauline 


to the Fox stage when equipment 
gave way. Her husband was assist- 
ing on stage at the time. 


STAGE SHOWS BACK 
IN FRISCO. SCALES UP 


San Francisco, March 19. 

A glimmer of hope is seen for 
Frisco’s panicky policy of double 
billing and: price-cutting with 
Orpheum’s boosting of admission 
from 40 to 55e, effective this week, 
with the Mills Brothers inaugurat- 
ing a return to stage shows and 
passing of dual films at that thea- 
tre, 

Fanchon & Marco putting the 
price boost in here, and also at the 
| Los Angeles Paramount, which gets 
| a similar raise with names on stage. 

Mills Brothers are in for nine 
days, Orph then switching from 
Thursday to Friday openings. Two 
other acts and Jess Stafford’s band 
complete the show, with Mills’ re- 
| ported getting $4,000 for the week. 
Ted Lewis set to follow at reported 
$3,500, 
Smith 
fing. 








and other names in the of- 





Fox-West Coast’s pull out of pic- 
ture bookings for that theatre. 

But local showmen see in 
Orph’'s price raise 
chance for Frisco to get out of the 
| present rut into which it slumped 
double billing and slashing of prices 
all around. 





these names and the 25, 35 and 55 
price scale, the Fox Paramount, Fox 
St. Francis, United Artists and 
RKO Golden Gate are regarded as 
virtual cinches to raise the ante 
Probably only the Fox with tw 
| pics and 10 acts of vaude at 25 and 
35e will remain as is, that policy 
having become pretty well estab- 
jlished despite lack of quality in 


| shows 


aerialist, while doing her vaude act, | 


Smith and Co., crashed some 20 feet | 


the | 


and Duke Ellington, Kate | 


Orph has picture trouble, though, | 


taking what it can get in way of | 
slough stuff from RKO, Universal 
and occasional others, following 


the | 
about the only | 


some eight months ago and began | 


If the Orph clicks with 


AUT THEY WANT 
REORGANIZATION 


Financing Arranged Pend- 
ing Theatre Collections— 
Circuits Desire Charitable 
Functions Continue—War- 
ner Bros. Accountant on 
Board as Reorganizer 


DRIVE IN APRIL 


Assurance that the NVA’s chari- 
table functions in New York and 
Saranac Lake will continue with- 
out interruption has been given by 
the five major theatre circuits. At 
a meeting in Harry Warner’s office 
j}last week the manager-members of 
the NVA Fund decided to prevent 
| the NVA’s impending financial col- 
11 


jlapse by mutually bankrolling the 
| organization until such a time as it 


| can be placed on its feet. 


In addition to arranging financ- 
ing, the circuits believe a thorough 
| reorganization of the NVA in all its 
phases is necessary to prevent a re- 
| lapse into the same condition which 
|faced the NVA until the circuit 
| benefactors stepped in last week. 
Closer supervision of the NVA and 
|its financial affairs will apply in 
the future, and to this end Harold 
todner of Warners has been elected 
to the NVA Fund board of directors 
to personally oversee the NVA re- 
organization, 


On the NVA Fund board Rodner 
joins Pat Casey, Sam Dembow, 
Jr.; Leslie E. Thompson, Moe Sil- 
ver, Sam Scribner, Martin King, 
William Lee and Henry Chester- 
field. For the past couple of years 
Lee and Chesterfield have been run- 
fore the NVA alone, former spe- 
cjalizing on the Saranac Lake end 
and Chesterfield on the New York 
'clubhouse and doles. 











Chief means for raising funds will 
again be the customary theatre 
ollections, for this year at least. 
Circuits have decided to run it late 
in April, along with the usual bene- 
fit show at the Metropolitan Opera 
House, New York. It is expected 
the drive and show should net the 
NVA around $200,000, which will be 
sufficient to run the NVA for thé 
coming fiscal year under economies 
to be effected. Meanwhile, by sig- 
nifying they will jointly support it, 
| the circuits are practically under- 
writing the NVA for that amount of 
| money. 
| Housecleaning 
| The reorganizing, perhaps amount- 
ing to a spring housecleaning, will 
be in the administrative end as well 
as financially. The one-man con- 
trol system now prevailing in the 
two NVA phases under Chesterfield 
and Lee, respectively, will undergo 
a change. In any event, it’s the 
circuits’ desire to assure the NVA’s 
present dependents in New York 
and at Saranac Lake that there will 
be no slackening in the charitable 





work, and that only present evils 
will be eliminated. 
Economies chiefly desired are 


those affecting the New York social 
clubhouse end, which at present, 
according to Chesterfield’s last es- 
timate, involves a yearly overhead of 
around $150,000. This includes a 
monthly charity list of about $5,000. 
Clubhouse operation eats up the 
|} other $90,000. 

3are upkeep of the clubhouse in 
rent and amortization costs between 


SAVE NV 


Chow, Dancing with Casino's Str. 





| 
| 
| 


| $25,000 and $30,000 a year. The 
place represents an investment of | 
'around $1,000,000. There are no 


mortgages, and the rent is paid on 
a ground lease. This asset is re- 
garded by the NVA Fund 
valuable to lose, especially since a 
return to better eonditions will 
greatly enhance its value. At the 
same time the present upkeep is out 
of proportion to the NVA’s pocket- 
book. 


| The search for a tenant for the 


| the 
| mutual 


as too} 
| Managers’ Association, and prior to 
|} that by Keith-Albee. 


| chief salaried employes of the NVA, 








Vaude at $2.50 





° ’ 
Ring ’Em In 
New York indie booker has 
found a new way to buy acts 
cheap. He phones ’em at 10 
o’clock in the morning. 


At that time they're too 
sleepy to know what they’re 
saying. 














$0,000 NET FOR 
ROXY FROM PAR 


S. L. Rothafel (Roxy) 
from Europe Thursday (22) and 
immediately starts rehearsals for 
his 12 weeks’ Paramount theatre 
dates which commence March 30 
in Boston, 

Rothafel will draw $5,000 net 
weekly for himself on the theatre 
dates. He'll carry a company of 
about 40, billed as his ‘gang.’ Para- 
mount will pay the supporting peo- 
ple separately, also transportation 
expenses. Amount involved, all told, 
is around $10,000 a week. Charlie 
Morrison engineered the deal. 

Rothafel’s second week (April 6) 
will be at the Paramount, New 
York, after which he goes to the 
Brooklyn Par and then west. 


RKO RENEWS FOR CHI 
PALACE UNTIL 1941 


returns 





Chicago, March 19. 

RKO has secured a continuation 
of its leasé on the Palace here until 
1941. Milton Maier, of. RKO’s legal 
department, was in town last week 
to settle actual details with the re- 
ceiver. 

RKO continues its hold on this 
vaudfilm spot despite lease’ offers 
‘from rival local operators an4 
circuits. 


Wu's Red Roa 


Ed Wynn's traveling vaudshow, at 
2.75 top, folded in Reading, Pa., 
last week after being out on one and 
| two-niters for three weeks and two 
| days. 

Tour 
| red, 





is reported $10,000 in the 





clubhouse on West 46th street will 
be continued, with a removal of the 
NCA’s offices, and social quarters to 
a less costly place depending onthe 
result of the search. If a rental 
sufficient to cover the overhead can 
be obtained, the move to other 
quarters will be made. Meanwhile 
a sizable reduction in the New York 


| cost will be effected. 


Regarding the administrative 
problems at Saranac, including the 
status of Mrs. Katherine Murphy, 
the circuits will work these out In 
the next couple of weeks. Financ- 
ing was considered the immediate | 
problem, since without it the NVA | 
could not continue. Future status 
of Chesterfield and Lee, who are the 


will also be settled, along with that 
of Mrs. Murphy. 

Drive for funds in the theatres 
this year will be the first run by 
circuits on a basis of strictly 
co-operation. Up to last 
year the drive had been in the 
hands of the now inactive Variety 


for Everything: 


Cellar a Nite Club After Midnight 


+ 





Dinner downstairs with dance 
music, and a show upstairs in the 
theatre on a combination ticket 


selling for $2.50, will be the novel 


attachment to the independent 
straight vaudeville try at the Ca- 
sino, New York. for the $2.50 the 
buyer gets a $1.50 orchestra seat 
and a $1.50 table d’hote dinner. On 
cheaper theatre tickets bought in 
combination with the dinner there 


will be a proportionate reduction. 
Initial bill for the Casino, which 
opens April 2, will comprise seven 


acts and a line of 40 girls. Georze 
Jessel, at $3,000, headlines. Other 
acts are Walter O’Keefe, the De- 


Marcos, Ritz Bros., Pops and Louie, 
Gertrude Niesen and Lucille Page. 
Line is beijing rehearsed by Bobby 
Connally, who is producing the 
show. 

Restaurant is situated in the cel- 
lar of the Casino theatre building. 
Earl Carroll intended to open a 
night club there in conjunction with 
h’ upstairs ‘Vanities’ when he re- 
modeled the house about three years 
ago, but never did. During the early 
1920's it was The Ringside, a nite 
club operated by Benny Leonard 
and his brothers. 


Nite Club After Midnight 


Cellar portion seats 450. Inten- 
tion of the new operators, Haring & 


Blumenthal, Jack Shapiro ‘und 
Harry Shiffman, is to run it as a 
public restaurant with a bid also 


for diners other than the theatre 
customers. <A _ liquor license has 
been obtained, but booze and wine 
will not be included in the $1.50 
dinner served to ticket holders. It 
is easily accessible to the theatre 
lobby and will be open for drinkirg 


purposes during the 20-minute in- 
termission of the vaude show. At 


12:30 nightly it will be conver.ed 
into a regular nite club with a show 
on a $1 couvert basis. 

House expects to hold the sho'-s 
over two weeks and possibly longer 
if business stands up. Bills at the 
start will cost around $123,000. Vi 1 
that* stage budget the theatre, not 
including the restaui .nt, can 1 ‘¢ 
at $20,000. It is estimated that at 
the 50c-$1.50 night and 25c-75c 
matinee scales the gross can reach 








$32,000 a week on car city. Casino 
sc (s about 2,500. 

Elmer Rogers, who was at the 
Palace during its entire 20 yc vs 


in straight vaudeville, and probably 
the best known of the reserved-seat 
voude house managers, will manace 
the Casino. Arthur Fisher is book- 
ing the shows, 





SALLY RAND IN $5,000 
UNIT; 12 WKS. FOR RKO 


William Morris office is building 
a unit around Sally Rand for 12 
weeks of RKO bookings, starting 
April 6 in Cleveland. Fan dancer 
will carry a troupe of three or four 
vaude acts and a line of girls. 

Show's RKO terms call for a $5,- 








| the 





Financing and laying of the 


000 guarantee and percentage. Of 
$5.000 Miss Rand gets $3.000, 
Her proposed Loew route as a single 
at $3,000 was called off last week, 
with the RKO time substituted 


Drinks Go with Act 


Huntington Watts, impersonator, 
shows for four days at Loew's Zieg- 
feld, beginning Friday (23). 

Refreshments go with Watts’ ap- 
pearance, 


MISS LITTLEFIELD BETTER 


Mrs. Victor Moore (Emma Little- 


| sroundwork for reorganization were | field) is recovering from a severe 
worked out by a committee consist- lattack of bronchial pneumonia. 
ling of Thompson, Dembow and She has been confined since Dee 
Silver. cember 23. 






























































































































































SENSATIONAL SUCCESS UPON FIRST 


THREE BONOS 


THE NEW STYLE COMEDIANS 


LOEW’S PARADISE, New York, This Week (March 16) 


ALSO APPEARED AT BILLY ROSE’S CASINO DE PAREE, SUNDAY NIGHT, MARCH 18 
Direction CURTIS & ALLEN, 1564 Broadway, New York 


AMERICAN APPEARANCE 


LOEW’S STATE, New York, Week April 6 
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Harry F ' 
Marcus Show Almost Upsets Tokyo ‘Evelyn Brent-Harry Fox Inside Stuff-Vaude 
| Debut New Act in D 
| Debut New Act m Denver | 
* ~ ° 
Equanimity but nsoers ve Los Angeles, March 19. . Another a ae + ag one per last week by the New 
9 “— : ; —- TF al ‘ork State Assembly, created quite a stir in theatrical circles into which 
Evelyn Brent ané Heary Fox — the news penetrated. But now it seems to have been a false alar 1 
breaking in a new comedy act for ; : m, 
Fanchon & Marco at the Orpheum, That it does not apply to regular theatrical booking office and agencies : 
By BURTON CRANE Ha Cha San, she would simply | penver, this week. a api aha perro eer by its author, Assemblyman t! 
Tokyo, March 1. have to wear a brassiere. Team opens at the Warfield, peered Aha eS eee ae ae — li 
Notwitl ding expectations, the Police censors found nothing / +;yjsco, March 30, with Paramount, eRe ey they & © oes not apply to regular ¥ 
otwithstan ng xp a : wrong with the movements of the "y A to follow the atrical booking agencies, it is aimed at protecting them as well as A 
A. B. Marcus Show moved into this dancers, possibly figuring there had] ~~” : entertainers.’ He explained that the bill is intended ‘to prevent general b 
country village of 5,000,006 with been so many snake-hips in recent employment agencies from chiseling upon theatrical agents by engaging ti 
Bittle trouble from the police, de- talker musicals that a few more performers and entertainers, and then sending them to disreputable Ls 
spite rules on stage costumes and| oo ake any never mind. r ar @s places or for any other purpose which a theatrical agent would not x 
stage movements which make St handle’—whatever that means. . 
wane Cola 6 Remy-tems & eos ; rational pe , Bill had been endovsed by Henry F. Walters of the RKO legal depart- | 
parison. Cops have made allow-/ While the cops were being pyeinnll ° ment and is sponsored by the State Department of Labor as a means to ti 
ances—and very generous ones, for/nanimous, two Tokyo newspapers ers ] end fee splitting and other racketeering by general employment agencies. u 
them. First of three revues opens | were giving the show a great pub- In its partial application to show business, the Ostertag bill is the second L 
tle Gtterncon at Nippon Gokljo. |licity break. Seems that the a r introduced in the New York State Legislature that had been written to a 
eae Wn ChORED SteeY Week SP lemmante re an Soe Oe See ° ° cover theatricals by people who apparently don’t know the first thing P 
10 days. of the outfit’s homeside heralds to e 10 ations about show business. First one was the Wald bill, written ‘by Senator . 
Costume rules here say no girl|the Nippon Gekijo and left them Wald and the American Federation of Actors’ (ABA) attorney, Willidm t 
may show anything between thejthere, as a sample of what might Rapp. M4 
brassiere and girdle, and that/be done. ; ; The Wald bill seems to have been killed in committee by organized n 
trunks must extend two inches be-| Were considered a little teo hot opposition from the agents, and their attorney, Julius Kendler. Even 
low the crotch. On Feb. 26 in-|and never used. But 325 of them Specific complaints against two] Rainn Whitehead of the AFA, who sponsored Rapp as the AFA counsel, b 
spectors from the police had ajlay around the office until a nage other indie booking offices have | admitted the bill would not have been introduced in the state senate as i 
PrTvate showing of ike wroteteer a) first |man came in, looked them over nae been lodged with the Code Authori- | Rapp wrote it had he (Whitehead) seen its contents in advance. nD 
making the management exhibit the |confiscated them in che ee sas ten: nae: idea: Bley diene Possibility of state licensing of New York agents now is quite dim n 
comtumes and then asking ‘fer | public morals and agen ourtas ve (es aa ll 4 a anyway, due to the decision of New York City License Commissioner ‘t 
samples of the dancing movements. Newspapers got the yarn just aj/two of his competitors wan paying Paul Moss to bond and license all artist reps as well as bookers under - 
agi me police eaptatne who made | little bit bailed _— This is the way | actors less than the $7.50 _ = an existing city ordinance. Double licensing, by both city and state, J L 
os nay Nh ge + Coctnres aK. 8 - eo . 90,200 ad and $40 per week —s set DY! isn’t likely. And the fact that the city law is already on the books pre- ; a 
ough there didn’t seem to be a| ‘The police confiscated 90,200 ad-| the Motion Picture Code. Code au-| oiudes chances of the state stepping in for some of the license fee gravy. b 
girl’s costume in the Marcus show | vertising posters of the Marcus/| thority will investigate. fc 
which provided anything like cloth |Show Monday afternoon by orders Names of the two bookers in- re 
between the brassiere and thelof the Home Office. Among the] volved were not released pending Jimmie Durante set a precedent in a Broadway picture house Monday ” 
girdle, they weren't going to be| posters in question were 100 large- | the results of the investigation. (19) when he stepped out on the rostrum and scored Walter Winchell to 
hard-boiled about it. If the man-|sized ones which measured about Fisher, in his complaint, claims | for columning that the Schnozzola and Lou Holtz were battling back 
agement would see to it that all/12 by 12 feet, bearing nude beauties|that the other indie bookers, by| Stage. They’re at the Capitol, N. Y., currently. ai 
tummies were covered, they decided, |in reclining poses, and 100 medium- paying below code sglaries, were in Durante stated that Winchell was wrong and, ‘I just wanted to set th 
no further trouble would be made.|sized of nude women in standing |g position to grab the theatre| you straight on it’. w 
As for the metallic paint dancer, (Continued on page 63) clients of bookers who are living = 
up to the code. He stated that he Somewhat belated by tropical storms, the S. S. Rotterdam’s arrival bi 
has already lost a couple of houses | last Friday (16) almost jazzed up Harry Lang-Luise Squire and Ann he 
to such chiselers. Fisher also asked | Pritchard-Jack Goldie-Shibley Sisters who were that boat's entertainers S 
| how the code authority intended to| for the one trip. They opened on time, but in frenzied connections, re- al 
cy e ere ees protect the on-the-level bookers. spectively at the Earle, Philly, and Loew's State, Newark. > 
4 $3 Less 5% Customs’ co-operation facilitated matters. 
PAUL WHITEMAN AL JOLSON RUDY VALLEE The indie booker is said to have ——— D 
JIMMIE DURANTE ABE LYMAN EDDIE DUCHIN cited two particular cases of under- Larry Rich agreed to go into the Shuberts’ revival of ‘My Maryland’, th 
Sar BRED SAILEY SaaaY Hees veene err ecaling. One of these concerns & which goes out in a couple of weeks as a legit roadshow, following the 
SEGER ELLIS MIKE NIDORF CORK O'KEEFE bo Bet Fg a nag age tn Shuberts’ threatened injunction suit against his vaudeville bookings. He's wi 
BILL ROBINSON ETHEL WATERS BLANCHE CALLOWAY York tig ot received $3 per at Loew’s State, New York, this week. os 
HENRY SPITZER ROCCO VOCCO JACK ROBBINS a 1 the 5% book- Rich was placed under contract for shows by the Shuberts last sum- a 
WILL ROCKWELL GEORGIE JOY HARRY LINK vee offide fee, Another act. a dance | mer: When no legit work was forthcoming he asked for and was given a 
JACK BREGMAN SAMMY SMITH LOUIS BERNSTEIN Ing-0 - = ry 4 act, - a| Permission to play vaude. Shuberts recalled him for ‘Maryland’ and, w 
ARCHIE FLETCHER HERMAN RUBY GEORGE PIANTODOSI foam, is ainge are | Seen — when the comedian refused to drop his vaude bookings last week, in- Ww: 
MARVIN SCHENCK LOUIS K. SIDNEY ARTHUR WILLI $22.50 for three days, also in a New junction proceedings were started. N 
HARRY A. ROMM ARTHUR FISHER JESSE KAY York theatre, m 
ABE LASTFOGEL HARRYKALCHEIM JOHNNY HYDE Fisher cited his turn-down of a Px 
RALPH WONDERS HAROLD KEMP STEVE TRILLING New England house, which wanted A protest wire from Bill Morris, Jr., reached Saranac Lake against th 
M M : ° 20-people shows for five days at a| the proposed erection of a granite shaft on top of Whiteface Mountain. fo 
at the Special Midnight Show, Friday, Mar. 23 total cost of $500 weekly, only to| Mountain lovers want Whiteface to remain as is. 
t th LAFAYETTE THEATRE a Y k see it accepted by another indie There’s a movement on foot to decorate the big hill that Robert Louis te 
a e 9 ew or booker on those terms. Stevenson made famous. a 
ae 2S Code authority in New York i 
to See America’s Greatest Jazz Pianist states ft has been informed that ——— pi 
violations are especially flagrant in of 
and around Boston. But all com- tir 
plaints so far have been anonymous, fa 
as a result of which no action can an 
be taken. ov 
ar 
gis 
Groucho, and a Grouch wi 
roucho, and a Grouc fr 
an 
Editor VaRIEty: tu: 
When picking up a Variety out of - 
the ash can in front of the Somerset G al &x ut O PF ‘ 
Hotel today (13), I was charmed to ene r ec ive ices. - 
find that it has lost none of its old Th 
time inaccuracy. are 
You are still crediting Ritchy shi 
. ° Craig (who by the way was a swell up 
and His Grand Terrace Orchestra of Chicago wattaes Git walthnn: Gun teat wenn’ it 
March 17—Lafayette Theatre, New York — ey As a matter of truth- a 
4 D ° ulness, last year’s programs were 
+a Se ances ~ a ag? written by those four frightened peo- ho 
arc —Howard Theatre, Washington ple, McKnight, Oppenheimer, Sheek- iGO WEST 46" ST: 
April 7—Lincoin, Philadelphia man, and Perrin. The latter three | - 
Earl Hines and His Orchestra |} ic on oo (Pamper CITY 0 
h If anybody is still reading this 
F have just concluded a sensational tour of 119 consecutive mis Bi 3 ar, & panna 
fe “ ms - 
it dance and theatre engagements south of the Mason out. mindemeaners G60 being .eu> f ” 
( Dixon line, including all of the key cities of the South thored by three fugitives from a J H ] UBIN Ps 
i and important College Proms joke book, Tom McKnight, Carl e e pI 
H ° e Winston and Bob Rosenbaum all of Si 
f Earl Hines and His Orchestra Are whom prefer to remain anonymous. ‘ 
t . a . 7 > ma 
Exclusive Brunswick Recording Artists Please cancel my subscription at 
i - “ once and send me ‘Popular Me- 
i And Acknowledge the Splendid Co-operation chanics.’ At least it has new pic- MARVIN H. SCHENCK o 
i of Jack Kapp and Harry Grey tures in it. I’m getting pretty sick ne 
if Direction Management of looking at Will Mahoney and — 
HARRY D. SQUIRES ED. FOX pane See ee 
Groucho Marz 
(A Taxpayer) 
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UNIT REVIEWS 





Carroll Beauty Parade 


(PARAMOUNT, N. Y.) 

Paramount bought four sets from 
Earl Carrol and is using these as a 
basis for a unit with the Carroll 
title, backing up the acts with a 
line of 24 stunning girls in the 
whitewash costumes Carroll affects. 
Apparently the girls are beautiful, 
put dumb, according to specifica- 
tions, for they do no footwork. Billy 
House, Paul Gerrits, Naomi Ray and 
Eddie Harrison, Una Villon, are in 
from the tab ‘Vanities’, with Woods 
Miller and Ray Kavanaugh added. 


Show has not been expertly rou- 
tined. Runs only around 46 min- 
utes, but drags so it seems longer, 
Lacks speed and only at two points 
did the audience evidence much ap- 
preciation. The girl numbers did 
not even draw tableau recalls, and 
the intervening specialties are too 
long for best results. They should 
be split, but that would require a 
more frequent use of the girls. 


Opener is a double _ staircase, 
black, against black, with the girls 
in radium gloves doing an arm 
manual. Darkened stage prevented 
much ogling of the scanty cos- 
tumes, which was the only other 
thing the girls had to. offer. 
Abruptly into a double taps by 
Lewis and Van, who picked up some 
applause for their fast footwork, 
but who stayed on entirely too long 
for an opening number. Then to a 
rehearsal number with the girls in 
costume but doing nothing. Just on 
to introduce. 


™2illy House blows in from the 
audience at this point and assumes 
the role of stage manager, working 
with Naomi Ray and a «ouple of 
others for a slowly paced bit that is 
not in the best of taste. Close in 
brings on Miss Villon, who gestures 
her songs clear down to her heels. 
Supple bender and red hot, and the 
audience Telt kindly toward her, but 
not enough to do much palm patting. 
Back for a second song with House 
stooging, and apparently enjoying it. 
Didn't quite seem to make the grade, 
though it got laughs. 


Yoods Miller spotted for a song 
which he kept up while the drapes 
opened to disclose the girls on the 
stairs again, but instead of parallel 
to the foots now brought together 
and head on. The girls carried 
white ostrich fans which they 
waved in the conventional manner. 
Now and then they stood up, but 
most of the time they were seated. 
Poses permitted a full inspection of 
the scanty costumes, with a nude 
for a centerpiece at a close, 

Ray and Harrison in their burles- 
que ballet picked up a few laughs, 
but not what all that strenuous 
work deserved. But Paul Gerrits 
picked up plenty with his skating 
number and got the only real hand 
of the show. He was fast and effec- 
tive. House on for a bit with a 
fat girl and then into a bit where 
another man gets into the same 
overcoat with him, giving him three 
arms and three legs. This got some 
giggles. 

Singer back and then full stage 
with part of the girls working in 
front of some pendant neon tubes 
and the others back in chiffon cos- 
tumes that left little to be guessed 
at. They shuffle a moment and 
then this set of tubes is taken up 
and another outfit is let down, two 
sets working on two revolving discs. 
The girls grasp these and prance 
around in maypole style, and the 
show is over. Lig‘it effect depended 
upon to get the applause finish, but 
it left the audience cold. 

Paramount bought some scenery 
from Carroll, but that’s about all. 
This could do with less scenerv and 
more idea. Chic. 





OLD GOLD *:::: 
U.S. GOVERNMENT 


to buy your old gold. Highest prices 


paid. Bring, mail or send in any old 
gold, jeweiry, bridgework, | silver. 
platinum and get cash immediately. 


Satisfaction guaranteed or articles 
returned. 


Metropolitan Gold Buyers 


1376 Broadway (at 36th St.) 


mums NEW YORK CITY 











B’way Merry-Go-Round 


(PITT, PITTSBURGH) 
Pittsburgh, March 16. 

Little needed to make this one of 
the ace units of the name-less type. 
Spotty -routining seems its only 
fault right now, but that can be 
corrected. In production it’s the 
best looking show yet to play this 
house, even employing a revolving 
stage in one scene. That's not just 
a novelty, but a positive sensation 
to the Pitt's two-bit customers. 

Feature is standard vaude team 
of Medley and Duprey, with the as- 
sistance of a pasty-faced stooge 
who looks like a cross between Dra- 
cula and Little Boy Blue. They're 
on three or four times and a clean- 
up each time, topping everything, of 
course, with the breakaway victrola. 
Might be wise if they made their 
first appearance a bit earlier, inas- 
much as show’s first 10 minutes are 
too slow and could stand a sock. 

Other principals are Four Franks, 
Johnny Woods, LePaul, Florence 
Hedges and Dinzy Ozment, with her 
14 American Rockets. Frank kids, 


two girls and two boys, punch up 
the mid-section with some great 
hoofing. They open with a sax 
quartet, getting some _ passable 


musie out of them, too, and then go 
into their dance, individually and 
collectively. 

LePaul has some neat sleight-of- 
hand tricks with a deck of cards, but 
would be more effective in a later 
spot. He's on too early, just at a 
time when show necds something 
fast. Johnny Woods is the radio 
impersonator who's been heard in 
the last year on several major pro- 
grams. A nice looking youngster, 
he's got the vocal characteristics of 
the air stars down pat. Mikes re- 
fused to work this afternoon, and 
Woods encountered di:..culties, but 
not enough to bother him much. 

Ozment’s Rockets make a nice 
looking line, and there’s class in 
their routines. Finale a cabaret 
scene with Woods m.c.’ing in differ- 
ent voices and bringing on younger 
of Frank's kids ‘for take-offs on 
West and the Schnozzola. 

Technically, in lighting, settings 
and costuming, unit hes what it 
takes. That goes, too, for the talent. 

Cohen. 


Broadway Round-Up 


(FOX, WASHINGTON) 


Washington, March 17. 

‘Broadway Round-Up,’ new Loew 
unit assembled for debut here this 
week by Gene Ford, proves that a 
little production and a line of giris 
can do wonders with a vaude Dill. 
Show as it stands is one of most 
complete and well-received to hit 
local stage in some time. 

Sid Gary is the nearest thing to 
a name in the talent list and despite 
radio rep he doesn’t mean a whole 
lot out in front. Rest of cast in- 
cludes Harrison and Fisher, Stuart 
and Lash, Mellissa Mason and Park 
and Clifford. 

Outside of the talent, which 
scores in every department, show is 
carried along by heavy musical 
score and trick lighting effects. 
Chester Hale gals do three num- 
bers, all from the N. Y. Capitol, and 
make nice background for two num- 
bers by Harrison and Fisher. 

Stuart and Lash plus an orchestra 
stooge work as comics and m.c. be- 
tween acts. Mouth organ and gui- 
tar numbers along with usual gags 
provide unusually successful inter- 
ludes, forcing Stuart to consistently 


shout over applause to introduce 
next act. 
Mellissa Mason gets first single 


spot in leg-flinging bit. Park and 
Clifford follow with acrobatie rou- 
tine, which has little sensational in 
it, but when it is timed to booming 
musical accompaniment the climax- 
es are effectively built up. 

Gary only makes one appearance, 
coming on after introduction as 
radio star. Works with pianist. 
mike and white spot. Town is fed 
up on imitations 0% ether stars done 
in brusque manner and Gary's 
songs a la Singin’ Sam, Morton 
Downey and Lawrence Tibbett, all 
done straight, go over nicely. Comes 
back with ‘Wagon Wheels’ and 
house is his. 

All in all, show peints way to 
compromise between straight vaude 
and out-and-out units. 
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A. BIG HIT 


COTTON CLUB REVUE 


JOURNAL 


DYNAMITE”’ | 


Week March 16, Doubling ALBEE, BROOKLYN 


Direction NBC 


SAID MARCH 13 








Dancing Honeymoon 


(RIVOLI, HEMPSTEAD) 
Hempstead, L. L, March 16, 

At this eatching this unit was 
just a lot of good talent, slapped to- 
gether in front of nice scenery, With 
ja line of girls interspersing. Started 
jon the proper foot, but by the time 
it was half over all semblances of 
good production were gone and it 
was nothing more than a string of 
good vaude acts playing like a 
poorly spotted variety bill. 

Not that it can’t be fixed, but not 
before it is almost entirely torn 
apart and rebuilt. The talent is 
there. In fact, so much of it that it 
makes the fixing tough. 

Here ‘Dancing Honeymoon’ was 
running about 15 minutes over- 
board, doing 71 minutes all told. 
This was due to every turn doing 
its stuff all in one spot, when all 
should have been split up and 
trimmed considerably for the sake 
of production, 

George Choos, producer, has not 

jlost his touch of assembling an ex- 
|cellent talent roster, but he missed 
jin properly spotting 'em. Also al- 
|lowed extraneous bits to go in that 
|looked nothing more than stage 
| Walts. 
Cast includes Helene Denizon, 
|Jay Velie, Lillian Dawson, Nord and 
| Jeanie, Charles Masters, Frank Li- 
|buse and 16 girls provided by Beth 
| Barri of Cleveland. Velie subbed 
|for Neville Fleeson, who wrote some 
of the special material and is bilied 
as the stager. 

Aside from Charles Masters, en- 
tire layout of talent is good. Mas- 
ters is a poor imitation of Jack 
Powell, the trick drummer, and 
makes it worse by staying on too 
long. 

Miss Denizon’s dancing is, as 
usual, very good. She's graceful, 
good looking and well costumed in 
all of her toe routines. Her three 
male assists work with her in the 
different terp efforts and, when 
needed, the line adds to a _ nice 
blend. 

Unit opens:-as though it’s going 
to play to a book, but diseards the 
continuity quickly, leaving the au- 
dience high and certainly much 
more arid than the humor. Velie is 
on as a news photog, snapping the 
passengers on a honeymoon express. 
It is a good opportunity for the 
members of the show to appear for 
small bits, but from then on the 
only production is in the drops, 
with the entertainment itself run- 
ning vaude fashion. 

Nord and Jeanie, latter a cute 
midget, do their entire vaude act all 
in one spot. This was wrong two 
ways. The fat boy and mite should 
have been routined so as to work 
at least twice in the show, and sec- 
ondly their material should have 
been cut at least one-third, as only 
two out of three gags landed. 

Same goes for Frank Libuse. He 
did. not come on again after his 
short bit in the opening until the 
unit was 45 minutes underway. 
Then he did his entire hoke turn 
with all, if not more, of the rough 
stuff it entails. Libuse augments a 
Holtzian cane with a large prop 
hand. 

Lillian Dawson, with Jay Velie 
tickling the ivories and introing 
her numbers, did three specials, 
when no more than two were nec- 
essary, also all in one snot. One 
of them, about a dance-hall hostess, 
is ante-dated, The night’ club 
scene is a good spot for Libuse and 
Nord and Jeanie to make appear- 
ances. Miss Dawson, when the 
|show is re-routined, should be one 
of the standouts. There is no con- 
fliction with her type of work. 

There’s also a clever little colored 
girl in the show, introduced by Velie 
as Miss Turner, who added a great 
deal in speed to the early part of 
the unit with eccentric s. and d. 

The 16-girl ensemble has rather 
an easy time of it as all of their 
routines are brief. Their costum- 
ing is good, although the last couple 





| other, 


ROCKIN’ THE BOAT 


(ORPHEUM, LINCOLN) 
Lincoln, March 16. 





to hit here. Book and music written 
by Capt. Arnold Peek, who m.c.’s 
the show, and George Ferry, who is 
eredited with the score on several 
song hits. Unit has the 10-piece 
Columbian band, Lee Sisters, Evelyn 
Duffe, Freddie Cain, Pinky Porter, 
May Mansfield and Cora Garner as 
talent, besides a six-girl line and 
Peek and Ferry. 

Weaknesses are noticeable’ in 
spots where the show slows. Com- 
edy is just fair, and May Mansfield 
| cinger, shows un with a radio voice 
| which sounds strained if going far- 
ther than the first six rows. She 
sings a dirgy type tune and is short 
lof power to sell. Should jazz the 
music up for her. 

Line is oke with six lookers and 
| well drilled hoofers all around. Two 
substantial socks are saved for the 
end, with Cora Garner, Harlem's 





dance (weight is 240 net), and a bit 
with Porter telling a bedtime story 
which is dramatized by the band. 


of military outfits clash with each | 


This is the first of the idea shows | 


Kate Smith, hottin’ up in song and | 


| As a whole, performance has too | 
;much of one kind of dancing (tap) | 


and little else. It’s really a night 





NEW 


ACTS 





EDDIE MILLER 
Songs 

10 Mins.; One 
Orpheum, N. Y. 

Eddie Miller has finally gone solo. 
Around a good @eal, including with 
some big acts, Miller at one time 
carried a pianist who doubled for a 
dance. More recently he had the 
team of Henriette and Florence 
Kingsley for support. 

A vocalist strictly who sells his 
tune wares quite well and has 
enough power behind the pipes to 
make something of an impression 
by that alone, Miller answers the 
requirements of the No. 2 spot. 
Would fit into a picture house unit 
okay, too. 

Introductory number is a com- 
posite of several numbers that 
have been popularized by Morton 
Downey, Eddie Cantor, Al Jolson. 
Three pops follow, Miller picking 
the biggest sellers current. 

Did very well here Saturday after- 
noon, when caught. Char, 


BOICE and MARSH 
Comedy 

11 Mins.; One 
Orpheum N. Y. 

Standard comedy female team 
with new talk to sandwich the song 
special and the violin-acrobatie sin- 
gle, which remains. Merchandized 
ably, the material is duck soup for 
any vaudeville audience. Girls could 
have done an encore. 

Miss Boice, portlier of the two 
girls, carries the comedy burden, 
including delivery of lines and 
clowning, falls, etc. Talk on occa- 
sion is a bit rowdy but within safe 
censorship confines. : 

Miss Marsh makes three changes 
of costume but no dancing except 
gyrations in connection with the 
violin solo. Char. 


F&M Unit in 2 Pars, But 
Minus Mahoney in B’klyn 








Fanchon & Marco is producing 
another unit, this one to headline 
Will Mahoney and include Grace 
Hayes, Dave and Hilda Murray 
and Lottie Mayer and Diving Girls. 
Jack Partington and Clark Robin- 
son are staging. 

Unit opens Friday (23) at the 
Paramount, New York, and follows 
into the Brooklyn Paramount. In 
the latter house Mahoney will be 
replaced by another comic, due to 
his having recently played the 
spot. 





B’HAM’S VAUDFILMER 


Birmingham, March 19. 

The Temple was reopened Sunday 
(18) by Wilby with pictures and 
vaude units, booked in by Jimmy 
Harrison. 

The house was secured by Wilby 
last fall when it went dark after be- 
ing operated independently. Was 
once the ace house when Loew’s 
had it. 





spot show. Prices were anted to 
40c top for this, and turnout was 
swell first day. Unit was bought 
straight, which is probably reason 
management wanted to salt away 
some shekels. 

Pie is ‘Girl Without Room’ (Par), 
with Universal news, Paramount 
pictorial and trailers. Biz good. 

Barney. 





TICK TOCK REVUE 

Dance Flash 

10 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Hippodrome, Baltimore. 
Mild-mannered, gentle act, witha] 

eminently capable of opening or 

shutting at spots of the Hipp’s cali- 


bre, and that means majority of 
houses extant. 

Everything in good taste, and 
quartet of hoofers possessed of 


oad aay and clean-up, attrac- 
tive ptrsonalities. 

Lane Sis. and pair of unbilled 
men open; the foursome, men in 
tails, women begowned, dashing off 
an au frond precision routine to 
‘Sophisticated Lady’ score. Girls 
then lam and boys do a dual low- 
down strut, off and the Lane Sis. 
return after a change into rhine- 
stone strips and brassies for a ses- 
sion of acro unisonry. Scamper and 
the boys are back, this time less 
formal—miss dinner jackets the ap- 


parel. Challenge dancing chiefly 
this trip, rhythm tapping and 
wobby-kneed  limberleg. Nicely 


‘overed’ and gals join in for a brief 
single specialty all around before 
traveler furls. 

Accompanist Steinwaying through- 
out. Costumery new and worthy. 
Setting unobtrusive and tasteful 
opened show here. 


THREE FONSALES 
Comedy 
6 Mins.; One 
Academy, N. Y. 
This is one of the funniest knock- 


about turns to debut since the 
Diamond Brothers. In fact, there 
are times when they are even 


rougher and funnier than the latter 
turn. They’re on for but six min- 
utes, probably being physically un- 
able to stand more than that, and 
for four minutes they are a riot. 
The letdowns are natural, 


In coming on with a piano and as 
a straight harmony trio their self- 
slaughter is so much more of @ 
surprise, After a couple of minutes 
of throwing each other around the 
stage, and whacking. one of them 
across the mid-section with a broom 
and prop sledge-hammer, they go 
back to the singing. But it isn’t 
long before they are again com- 
mitting mayhem. All are clothed 
in grey street clothes. 

This is one turn, patterned after 
many but a vast improvement over 
almost all, tht deserves to be 
played everywhere. Deuced here 
and got roars, 


DOROTHY MARTIN & CO. (5) 
Adagio 

9 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Orpheum, N. Y. 


Adagio act that is slightly differ- 
ent in that it includes two routines 
instead of one, with the boys taking 
turns in tossing two separate girls. 
Miss Martin is evidently the one 
taking part in the second and more 
hazardous flipping spasm. 

First routine is a waltz between 
two of the boys and the unbilled 
girl. It is a graceful dance. Not 
as much applause for this, how- 
ever, as in the second routine, in 
which every toss is a stunt, with 
the three huskies and Miss Martin 
waiting for applause after each 
catch, 

All mitting received in the finale 
number by the adagio quartette is 
deserved, their tossing and catch- 
ing being of the break-neck variety 
that had the audience here gasping 
at times. A fitting closer in this 
spot and should be likewise else- 
where. 











‘“THERRIEN 


“THE PAINTER OF SONGS” 


The Boston Record said:“Therrien’s engagement at the Loew's State has 
made history at the Back Bay House. Noted tenor was originally booked 
for a single week, but is new in his fifth week. 
solo entertainer has ever made at Loew's State.” 


CENTURY, BALTIMORE 
(Week March 23) 


Direction JOHNNY HYDE 


This is the biggest hit any 
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-RUSS—ELMER and ARMSTRONG 


THREE GENTLEMEN OF CULTURE 


LOEW’S STATE, New York 
(This Week, 


Direction JOE FLAUM, MEYER NORTH 


March 16) 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (March 23) 
THIS WEEK (March 16) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 
show, whether ful! or split week 











RKO 


Mario & Lazarin 











NEW YORK CITY 


Palace (23) Elaine Arden 
e Taylor (16) 
td & Ames Buddy Rogers: Bd 
Ikimacs Orch COLUMBUS 
(Two to fill) Palace (23) 
(16) Connie’s Chocolates 
Jeri Renee & V (16 


New Yorkers 
DES MOINES 
2d half (20-22) 

Mills Blue R Bd 


Runaway 4 
Buster Shaver Co 
George Beatty 
Peggy Taylor Co 











PAUL GERRITS 
Late of 
“Murder-at-Vanities”’ 
Paramount, New York 


NOW 


Placed by 
LEDDY & SMITH 














= — — 
Academy DETROIT 
Ist half (23-26) Downtown (16) 
NTG's Rev Greenwieh Vil Fol 
2d half (27-29) HEMPSTEAD 
Eddie White Rivoli 


ist half (16-19) 
Dancing Honeym'’n 
KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (23) 
Mills Blue R Bad 
NEWARK 
Proctor’s (23) 
Passing Show 


Sophie Tucker 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (20-22) 
Virginia Bacon Co 
George Prentice 
Gypsy Nina 
Charles Foy Co 
Primo Canera 


Audubon (16) 
-26 Christensens 
1st half (23-26) . Daveve 


Kay Hamilton 
(Two to fill) 

ist half (16-19) 
Chappelle & Carlit'n 
Bernard & Henri 
Lewis & Moore 
Joe Morris S & R 
Lee & Trudina 


Etta Moten 

Joe Penner 

Willie West & McG 

N’W BRUNSWICK 
Keith’s 

ist half (17-18) 

Diaz & Powers 

Lou Cameron 


BROOKLYN i) tales 
Albee (23) Parisenettes 
De Guchi Japs PATERSON 
Cookie Bowers Keith’s 
Buster Shaver Ist half (23-26) 
‘Slim’ Timblin Rubio Sis 


Rodney & Gould 
Ftta Moten 
Harmon & Claxton 
Parker & Sandino 


Natacha Natova Co 
(16 


Case Bros & Marie 
Pops & Louie 


= oS 24 half (27-29) 
Harry Burns Co Case Bros & Marie 
Rex Cole Mtrs Radio Aces 
Madison Violet Carlson 
Ist half (24-25) Lang & Squires 


Donatella Bros ,Ca 
2d half (20-22) 
Crystal 3 


Lynn Burno Co 
(Four to fill) 
ist half (17-18) 


Menroe & Grant Hal Nieman 

Kay Hamilton Welcome Lewis 

Any Fam Tommy Mack Co 

Charles Foy Templeton Bros Rv 

Colby & Murray PROVIDENCE 
Prospect Albee (23) 


1st half (24-27) 
Bernard & Henri 
Herbert Faye 
(Two to fill) 

Ist half (17-20) 
Harlem on Parade 
Tilyou 
Ist half (17-18) 
Harry Small & Sis 
Raymond & Ann 


‘Crazy Quilt’ 
(16 


) 
‘Artists & Models’ 
ROCHESTER 
Keith’s (23) 
Cent of aoe Rev 
a 


Great Gretanos 
& Miller Bros 
Fifi D'Orsay 


The Blenders Bert Walton 

B & E Newell SIOUX CITY 

King Brawn Keith’s 
BOSTON (first half) 
Boston (16) Mills Blue R_ Bd 

"Passing Show’ SYRACUSE 


Keith’s (16) 


CHICAGO 
Cent of Prog Rev 


Palace (23) 


New Yorkers TRENTON 
(16) Capitol 

3 Cossacks 2d half (27-29) 

Betty Boop Bernard & Henri 

Clark & McCull’'gh |2 Daveys 

Bill Robinson Dillon & Parker 

Colleano Fam Ist half (16-19) 


CLEVELAND Cortellos Stars 





Palace (23) Frank Richardson 
Honey Fam Marty May 
3 Miller Bros Josie Carole 
Fifi D’'Orsay 2a half (20-22) 
Benny Rubin Evening in Paris 











OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 
PARAMOUNT BUILDING 
This Week: Mazie & Zenna; Mike Cahill 











Loew 


NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (23) 
(2d week) 

Lou Holtz 

Sara M Strauss 

Jimmy Durante 

Polly Moran 





Gordon, Reed & K 

Singin’ Sam 

(One to fill) 

Coleby & Murray R 
State (23) 

Duponts 

Seiler & Wills 


Armida Charles Carlisle 
Boulevard Joe Frisco 
Ist half (23-26) Benny Meroff Orch 
Fashion Show BROOKLYN 
Carr & Martin Bay Ridge 


2 Black Dots 
Chas Carrier 
(One to fill) 

2d half (27-29) 
Cahill & Maybelle 
Kay Fayre Co 
Arnaut Bros 
Clyde Hager 


Ist half (23-26) 
George Downey Co 
Ray Conlin 
Lew Caites Co 
Mary Haynes 
Samuel Bros Rev 

2d half (27-29) 
Joe St. Onge Co 


Solly Grauman Co | Arthur Lloyd 
Orpheum Jones & Rea 
Ist half (23-26) Carlton & Ballew 


Monroe & Ad’ms Sis| Capps Fam 





‘Young, Worth & W Gates Ave. 
Sid Gary Ist half (23-26) 
Stone & Lee Rector & Doreen 
3Sene Gory Co Kay Fayre Co 
2a half (27-29) Arnaut Bros 
Rector & Doreen Clyde Hager 
Jean Sargent Solly Grauman 
Nat Haines Co 2d half (27-29) 
Harrison & Elmo Redford & Wallace 
Samuels Bros Rev Don Galvin 
Paredise (23) Gene Gory Co 
Maximo Lew Caites Co 


Dorothy Martin Co 
Metropolitan (23) 
Don Bestor Orch 
East & Dumke 
Pickens Sis 
Marguerite & LeR 
NBC 

James Wallington 
Valencia (23) 
Geo Hall Orch 
Loretta & Lee 
Hudson Wonders 
Gypsy Nina 

Tito Guizar 

Wons 
Phillips 


Tony 
Keenan & 
Phil Cook 
AKRON 
w's 
Ist ‘half (23-26) 
Greenwich Follies 
BALTIMORE 
Century (23) 
Harrison & Fisher 
Therrien 
Melissa Mason 
Stewart & Lash 
Park & Clifford 
BOSTON 
Orpheum (23) 
8 Olympics 
(One to fill) 
Coogan & Casey 





Eddie Lambert 
Louise Gay & R 
CANTON 
Loew’s 
Ist half (23-26) 
COLUMBUS 
Ohio (23) 
Delmars Revels 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (23) 
France & LaPell 
Roy Smeck 
Harry Burns Co 
May & Carroll 
Kitchen Pirates 
NEWARK 
State (23) 
D'ncing Honeymoon 
PITTSBURGHA 
Penn (23) 
Morton Downey 
PROVIDENCE 
Loew’s (23) 
Harris Twins & L 
Roger Williams 
Bobby Jarvis Co 
Freda & Palace 
Lee & Rafferty Rev 
WASHINGTON 
Fox 
Lee Murray 
Pete 
Slate Bros 


Rev 


London 





Palladium 
Cab Calloway 
Cotton Club Orch 
3 Dukes 
Alma Turner 
Freddie Forbes 
2 Sailors 
Rose Perfect 
Palladium Gls 
FINSBURY PARK 

EK ire 


Syd Seymour Bd 

Randolph Sutton 

G. 8S. Melvin 

Lloyd Fam 

H Boyd & Jig-saws 

Austel & Arthur 
HOLBORN 


Week of March 19 


Will Fyffe, 
Clarkson Rose 

H Boyd & Jig-saws 
Yacht Club Boys 
Naunton Wayne 
Maisie Weldon 


PENGE 
Empire 
Layton & Johnstone 

Co as booked 


STRATFORD 
Broadway 

E & D Waters 
Max Miller 
Tommy Hasdket 
Clapham & Dwyer 
4 Jokers 
Edwin Styles 





Empire 
Caryll & Mundy 


Fayre 4 








Provincial 





BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome 
Hutch 

Anona Winn 
Dick Henderson 
8 Black Streaks 
Russ Carr 

Co as booked 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome 
Vie Oliver Co 





Week of March 19 


‘Laughter Parade’ 
EDINBURGH 

Jack Hylton 

Co as booked 
PORTSMOUTH 
Hippodrome 

First Crazy Show 








Cabarets 











AUSTIN 
Paramount (23) 
Continental Rev 


BOSTON 
Metropolitan (23) 
Mazonne & K Co 


BUFFALO 
Buffalo (23) 
Benny Davis Co 


CHICAGO 
Chicago (23) 
Carlos Melino Bd 


Emily Van Loessen 
Wills & Davis 


Oriental (23) 
Milton Berle 
Herbert Barris 
Doris Roche 
sordons Dogs 
Nicholas Bros 
H & F Seamon 


Chicago (16) 


King’s Jesters 
Con Colleano 





Smith, Rogers & E 
Condos Bros 


Benny Davis Rev 


Red Donohue 
Ken Harvey 
Andersens 
Ted Cook 
DALLAS 
Paramount (23) 
Kate Smith Rev 
DETROIT 
Michigan (23) 
Gilda Gray 
FORT WORTH 
Worth (23) 
King’s Scandals 
HOUSTON 
Paramount (23) 
Broadway Gambol 
SAN ANTONIO 
Paramount (23) 
Continental Rev 
TORONTO 
Imperial (23) 
Melody Mad P’rade 
WACO 
Waco (23) 
Words & Music 





Warner 





ELIZABETH 


Ritz 
1st half (17-20) 
Creole Follies 
2d haif (21-23) 
Midway Nights 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (23) 
Spices of 1934 
(16) 
Olvido Perez 
Lang & Squires 
Singin’ Sam 
Chas_ Melson 
Rimacs 


PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (16) 
Eddie Cantor 
Rubinofft 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (23) 
& Danwills 
Sid Page Co 
A Robins 
Sims & Bailey 
(16) 
Van Horn Inez & L 
Ross & Bennett 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Sephie Tucker 








Fanchon 


& Marco 





NEW YORK CITY 
Roxy (23) 

8 Scamps 

Nina Olivette 

Pepper & Hanes 

(Others to fill) 


DENVER, COLO. 
Orpheum (22) 
Blackstone 
(15) 

Picchiani Tr 
Pettit & Douglas 
Brent & Fox 
Neil Castagnoli 
Sunkist Ens 
LOS ANGELES 
Paramount (22) 
Ted Lewis Bd 
(15) 
Ben Bernie 


PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (23) 
Lew Parker Co 
Jerry Coe & Barry 
Fenton Barret 
Marguerite Ware 
Male Chorus 
Gambol Ens 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Warfield (23) 
Bill Demarest 
Ruth Mix 
Lee, Storms & L 
Sunkist Ens 
(16) 
Jerome Mann 
Kitaros 
Jay Mills Co 
Sunkist Ens 
Orpheum (15 & 22) 
Mills Bros 








Independent 





BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (16) 


Will Mahoney 
Lee & Lock 
5 Jansleys 
Tick Tock Rev 
BUFFALO 
Shea’s (16) 
‘Melody Mad Par’ 
Johnny Perkins 
12 Aristocrats 
Ruth Petty 
Terrell & Fawcett 
Jerry & Baby G'ds 
Geraldine Valliere 
Vera Waters 
Nellie Burk 
Betty Weems 


CHICAGO 





State Lake (16) 
Paul Ash Rev 


Pepito 
Burns & Kissen 


LOS ANGELES 

Orpheum (14) 
Boatners & Yuen 
Jack Roshier’s Pals 
Morella Bros 
Harry Kahn Co 
Larry Adler 
Jack Schaller 
Million Dollar (15) 
J & M Saunders 
Claire Frances 
Ward. & Van 
4 Covans 
J & F Hubert 

ST. LOUIS 

Ambassador (16) 
Jackie Heller 
Bayes & Speck 
Allen & Kent 





Jimmie Hadreas 


Lucien La Riviere 
Thomara Doriva 
Clara Larinova 
Inez La Vail 
Clothiel Berryessa 
Norman Astwood 
Siltan & Mari 
Maurice Shaw Orch 
Lopez’s Hawiians 


Biltmore Mote) 


Paul Whiteman Or 
Jack Fulton 
Robt. Lawrence 
Roy Bargy 
Peggy Healy 
Floria Armstrong 
Ramona 
Rhythm Boys 
Casino de Paree 
Holland & June 
Gertrude Niesen 
Eleanor Powell 
Cardini 
Hinda Wassau 
Hal Sherman 
Don Redman Orc 
Ben Pollock Orch 
Casino Town Club 
Nan Blakston 
Breez Fletcher 
Allan Cales Orc 
Caveau Basque 
Harrison & Fisher 
E Madriguera Orc 
Central P’k Casino 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Frances Maddux 
Eddie Garr 
Chapeau Rouge 
Peppy de Albrew 
De Marcos 
Marian Davis 
Galli-Galli 
Godoy’s Tango Bd 
Dick Gasparre’s Or 
Club New Yorker 
Jack Rees Orc 
Club Richman 
Jack Mason Rev 
Lido Girls Ore 
Commodore Hotel 
Isham Jones Orc 
Isabel Brown 
Cotton Club 
c. Cc. Rev 
Jimmy Lunceford O 
Croydon 
Charles Eckels Orc 
Delmonico’s 
Al B White 
Betty Kay 
Roberta Petley 
Naomi Morton 
Satch & Satchel 
Joe Venuti Orc 


Max Fisher 
Wm. Freibel 
Joe Fyer Orc 
Chico 
Tanco & Lorca 
Las Ajedas 
Adelina Duran 
Orlando Ricarde 
A.B.C. 3 
Pilar Arcas 
El Morocce 
Jos. C. Smith Orch 
Menendez Orc 
Essex House 
Glenn Gray Ore 
Golden Snail 
(L’Escargot D'Or) 
Marie 
Louis Rabetand 
Gov. Clinton Hote) 
Enoch Light Orc 
Ha-Ha Club 
Danny Healy 
Jack White 
Jerry Bergan 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Roth-Andrews Orch 
I'lyw’d Restaurant 
Rudy Vallee Orch 
Eddie Peabody 
Ann Lester 
Eleanor Tennis 
Randalls & Capier 
Don and Betty 
Drucilla Strain 
Gene Marvey 
Jerry Lester 





Fred Ardath Co Phil Spitalny Orch 
Pal amount Algonquin Hotel Hotel Dixie 
Cookie F’rchild Orc} Art Kahn Orc 
BROOKLYN Cherniavsky Jack King Hotel Edison 
Paramount (23) Evans Girls Ambassador Hotel | Raginsky Ens 
.| Carrolls. Parade Marbro (16) Pancho’s Orch Hotel Gotham 
Billy House Ted Weems Barney’s P Van Steeden Orc 
— aes Colette Lyons Millard & Anita Josef Szigeti Orc 
na on Dave London Georgette 
Ray & Harrison Pete, Peaches & D|4 Apaches Boag A ae 
Lewis & Van Edwin George Sacha Orch ack Little Ore 
Jim Coughlin Oriental (16) Frank Farrel’s Orc Hotel Madison 
Ray Kavanaugh Beaux Arts Jolly Coburn Orc 


Hotel McAlpin 
Sam Robbins Ore 
Hotel Montclair 


Harold Stern Ore 
Mario & Floria 
Hotel New Yorke: 
Charlie Davis Orc 
David & H Murray 
Hausten & Harden 
Leata Lane 
Ruby Wright j 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Geo. Olsen Orch — 
Ethel Shutta 
Bob Rice ‘ 
Joe Morrison 
Hotel Pierre 
Jack Denny Orc 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Rubinoff Orc 
Jackson’s Rendevy'us 
Eddie Jackson 
Kelly’s 
Higgens & Yarnel! 
Midgie Parks 
Rita Renaud 
Louise Sterling 
Jeanne McCauley 
De Lopez 3 
Osgood Sis 
Joe Capella Ore 
Kings Terrace 
Gladys Bentley 
R'b'rl’gs’ Williams 
Phil Scott 
Ted Brown Orch 
Maison Royale 
Antobal Cubans 
Marlborough House 
Galli-Galli 
Vivian Vance 
Michael Zarin Ore 


Mayfair Yacht Club 
Walker O'Neill Orc 
Dwight Fiske 
Madison 
Jolly Coburn’s Ore 
Mori’s Rest 
Eddie Davis Orc 
Moulin Rouge, B’kn 
Larry McMahon 
Connie Lang 
Eleanore Gardner 
Frank Morey 
Martin Trini Orch 


Old Roumanian 


B Thomashofsky 
Regina Zuchenberg 
Ethel Bennet 
Jack Silverman 
Charles Ore 
Jim Joseph's Orc 
Park Lane 
Sidney Ross 
Palais Royal 
3 Ambassadors 
Phil Harris 
Ea@na Sedgwick 
Peggy Strickland 
Betty Kean 
Loomis Sis 
Leah Ray. 
Nitza Vernille 
Caperton & Biddle 
Gary & Dixon 
3 Samuels 
Val Olman Orc 


Paradise 


NTG 

Buddy Rogers 
Felicia Sorel 
Ann Lee Patterson 
Needa Kinkaid 
Bruno & Manon 
Earl, Jack & B 
Johnny Hale 
Iva Stewart 
Sally Rand 
Buck & Bubbles 
Tess Gardell 


Park Centra) Hotei 


Ozzie Nelson Orc 
Harriett Hilliard 
Adair & Richards 


Place Piquale 


H Rosenthal Ore 
D & D Fitzgibbons 
Don Alphonso’s Ore 


Plaza Hotel 
Granville Walker Or 
Restaurant La Rue 





Arthur Warren’s O 


‘Joe Manni’s Orch 


Tavern, B’kiyn 


Ritz Tower 
Nat Harris Ore Jack Murray Ore 
Russian Kretchuna Tic Toc Club 
Kuznetzoff & N Gypsy Nina 

Samovar Billy Castle 
Mme. Nicolina Genev Tie 
Radneft Tuscany Hotel 
Simon Philipoff Bela Loblov Ore 


Mon'negro & Dorita 
P Zam's Gypsy Bd 
Savoy-Plaza 
Freddie Martin Orc 
Sennet’s Pub 
Gertrude Moody 

Joe Sullivan 

Pat Whalen 

Freddie Jordan 

3 Gordon Sis 

Irish Orc 
Simplon Club 

Frances Langford 


Vanderbilt Motel 
Joe Moss Orch 
Ward & Hopkins 

Village Barn 
Scherr Bfos 
Paul Tremaine Bd 
Eddie Pritchard 
Josh Medders 
Ruth Delmar 


Lee 2 

Geo. McGuire 
Village Nut Club 
Cliff Clifton Rev 
Nutsy Fagan 


King's Jesters Zira Lee 
Wm Farmer Ore Lila Gaines 
Lila Lou 


Sherry’s 
Harry Bush Orc 
Mario & Flario 


St. Moritz Hote) 
Leon Belasco Orch 
Margrrite & Leroy 
Lee Brody 
Alex Botkin Orch 
Nicolina 
George Verona 
St. Regis Hotel 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Minor & Root 
Surf Club 
Jack Myers Orc 
Charlotte Murrie 


Allyn Reece 
Henry Lawes 
Alexandria & Olsen 
Milt Spielman Ore 
Waldorf-Astoria 
xX. Cugat Ore 
E. Madriguera Orc 
Wash Sq. Club 
Frank Farrell Orch 
Weylin Hotel 
Michael Covert Orc 
Wivel Cafe 
Amy Atkinsan 
gack Wick 
Lillian Lorraine 


Ami Pavo 
Taft Grill Maidie Du Fresne 
Geo Hall: Orch La Salle Orch 
CHICAGO 


Yvonne Nova 
Rick & Snyder 
Virla Vaughn 
K-9 Club 
Billy Brannon 


Bismarck Hote) 
(Walnut Room) 


Dick Cunliffe 
Parker Gibbs 
Elmo Tanner 


Red Ingle Half-Pint Jaxon 
Ted Weems Orch 4 Casey Ore 
Blackhawk Leon La Verde 
Earl Rickard Earl Partello 
Hal Kemp Orch George Oliver 
‘Skinnay’ Ennis Siomenite 


Cafe deAlex 


Wade Booth 
Imperial 3 

Lenore Lynn 
Marian Garner 
Earl Hoffman Orch 


Chez Paree 


Sheila Barrett 
Deering Davis 
Louise Brooks 
Freddie Bernard 
Martha Raye 
Barbara Blaine 
Miss Harriett 
Henry Busse Ore 


Club Leisure 


Lucio Garcia 
Billy Meagher 


Rolando & Verditta 
Gwen Gordon 
Neecee Sha’nnon 
Marge & Marie 
Virginia Buchanan 
Bob Wyatt 

Maurie Moret Orch 


Club Minuet 


Adelina Dossena 
Sylvia Lee 
Harry Mack 
Harry Moon 
Phyllis Noble 
‘lrudy Davidson 
Frank Sheru.an 


Mural Room 
(Brevoort Hotel) 
Earl Estes 
Edgar Rice 
Stan Rittoff Orch 
Jaros Sis 


“Opera Club” 


Edwina Mershon 
Lawrence Salerno 
Tom Gentry Orch 
Jose Rivas Orch 
Pierce & Harris 


Betty: Chase’ 

Jack Sexton Jr 
‘Sugar’ Harolds Or 
Clab La Masque 

Johnny Mangum 

George Oliver 
Billy Richards 
Jean LaMarr 
Edna Leonard 
Eddie Merton 


Al Garbel) | Palmer House 
_ Club Royale Lydia & Joresco 

Lee Morse Roth & Shay 

Billy Gray 3 Swift's 

Wynne Wayne Gale Page 

Molly Sun Sianley Morner 

Al'x’nd’r & Sw’ns’n| Abbott Girls 


Joan Andrews Richard Cole Orch 


Fritz Miller Ore 


College Inn _ Paramount 
‘ Phil White 
8 Evans Co-eds Julia Gerity 
Jimmy Mattern 


Sonya Raye 
3 Lewis Sis 
Pearl Trio 


Rainbo Gardens 


Bill Aronson 
Shannon Sisters 
Lafayette &L’Verne 
Countess E v Losen 
Keller & Field 
Gaylene Sisters 
Dorothy Thomas 
Jules Stein Orc 


Samovar 
Karyl Norman 
Leon Lavarde 
Dawn Sis 
Lyle Smith Orch 
Alice Rydner 


Beuvell & Tova 
Frankie Masters Or 
Congress Hotel 
(Joe Urban Room) 

Art Kassel 


Robert Royce 
Cherie & Tiomasita 


Colosimo’s 


Julia Lyons 
Dorothy Henry 
Deronda & Barry 
Enrico D’Alba 
Eddie Deering 
Countess Boriska 
Signor Barsoni 
Art Buckley 
Bob Tinsley Ore 

Club Alabam 
Phyliss Herry 
Patsy McNair 
Gloria Starr 
Eddie Roth Ore 

’ Drake.’ Hote) 
Slavic Ballet 
Stanley Hickman 
Biltmore 3 
Frances’ Willer 
Harriet,. Lindgren 


Terrace Gardens 
Romo Vincent 
Ainsley Lambert R 
Clyde Lucas Orc 

Via Lago 
Bobby Graham 
Crane Russel!) Orch 
Zita & Marcelle 
Jack Housh 


uth Lee Wanda Kay 
The: Crusaders Al Handler Bd 
Earl Burtnett Orc 225 Club 
Edgewater Beach | B.B.B. 





Esther. To Henry Berman 

DeRonda & Barry Marie & Elliot 

Art Carron Ruby Abbott 

Harry. Sesnik Orch | Madeline Thomas 
Hi Club Don Fernando Orc 
Hi-Hat, Clu Dotty Myers 


Sunny Gaer Effie Burton 


Arthur Butler Repeats 


Los Angeles, March 19. 

Arthur Butler has returned after 
a five-month trek of the northwest 
and Canada with a vaude unit of 
six acts headed by Silver King, the 
pic canine. 

Butler is preparing another unit 
to make a repeat tour starting from 
here April 9. 








KRAUS’ WORLD TOUR 


Arthur M. Kraus, band agent, is 
taking a trip around the world. 

Nervous breakdown prompted the 
idea of getting away from it all via 
the leisurely globe girdle. 





Aristocrats in ‘Vanities’ 
Dancing Aristocrats, dance trio 
from vaude, are set for the revised 
‘Vanities’ tab which Earl Carroll is 
sending out, 





Bill Miller agented for the act. 


5 NEW UNITSINTO 
PRODUCTION INN. Y. 


Five new units went into pro- 
duction this week and last. Four 
already have opening dates set. 

Unit by Porrell & Turner, with 
Vanessi, Four Golden Blondes, Lew 
Parker and Co. and an Albertina 
Rasch troupe, opens at the Rivoli, 
Hempstead, L. L., Friday (23). Fol- 
lowing this into the same house on 
March 30 will be Edgar Allen's 
show, including Fred Keating, 
Trixie Friganza, June O'Day and an 
ensemble. 

Charles Maddock’s unit with 
Charles Withers will debut in 
Hempstead April 6. A new edition 
of the ‘Crazy Quilt’ tab, whose cast 
will comprise Jack Pepper and 
stooges, Walter Dare Wahl, Sydell 
and Spotty, Florence Robinson and 
a line, opens in Providence the 
same day (6). 

O. L. Oz, with Macklin Megley 
staging, is dging a unit featuring 
Jack McLallen. 

Two new units opened last week. 
One,: by Jack Klotz, went into the 
Prospect, Brooklyn, Friday (16) on 
a showing for RKO. This is an all- 





colored affair featuring Danny 
Small, Mandy Lou, Florence Hill 
and band and Hazel Hannah. ‘The 


Dancing Honeymoon,’ produced by 
George Choos, opened in Hempstead 
Friday (16) with Helen Denizon, 
Frank Libuse, Nord and Jeanie, 
rCharles Masters, Jay Velie and a 
16-girl line in its cast. 


Browne’s IATSE Eatery 
Has Fed 36,000 in 6 Mos. 


Chicago, March 19. 

George Browne, head man of the 
local No. 2 of the IATSE, is throw- 
ing a banquet and celebration for 
all stagehands here this week to 
show his appreciation of their sup- 
port of the IATSE Free Restau- 
rant. At the end of the first six 
months of operation this restaurant 
has supplied over 36,000 free meals, 
Besides the gratis meals, commis- 
sary has alsc handed out some 2,000 
baskets of food free of charge, each 
basket sufficient to feed a family 
of five for a week. Anybody in the 
union is welcome to come in at 
night and take home a basket to 
his family. 

While all of the 700 men in the 
stagehands’ local has contributed +o 
the success of this restaurant, it is 
still the pet and brain child of 
George Browne and its: click de- 
pends on his efforts and foresight, 
He has instituted a card system 
whereby no one can tell who is pay- 
ing for his meal and who is getting 
it gratis. 

Taking a further charitab'’e step, 
Browne is inaugurating a policy of 
inviting anybody connected with 
show business in need of a meal to 
sit in gratis. 


Fort Wayne’s Lone M.C. 


Fort Wayne, March 19. 

Starting April 1 Riley theatre 
will add an m.c. with a line of girls 
to stage presentations. This is the 
only house in town playing regu- 
lar stage attractions. 

Present policy has tab versions 
in four days a week in addition to 
second-runs. 





Joe Marion Sues 


Lincoln, March 19. 

Joe Marion, musical comedy and 
tab producer, filed suit in district 
court last week against the Lincoln 
Theatre Corporation. 

Asking $4,500 damages, Marion 
says that through contract executed 
last August (1933) he was to pro- 
duce and show acts for the corpo- 
ration in some house for four weeks 
beginning Sept. 24 at $1,000 a week. 
Later, he claims, both parties 
agreed to stage the performances 
beginning Oct. 8, but on that date 
the defendant company forbade him 
to show in either their own houses 
or in opposition theatres. 


Marco Back in L.A. 


Los Angeles, March 19. 

Marco returned here Saturday 
night (16) from ’Frisco, where he 
went to attend the opening of the 
Mills Bros. at the F&M Orpheum, 
and to shift the house opening day 
from Tuesday to Saturday. 

Change will be made following 








the 16 days run of the Mills Bros. 
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~~ 50 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 








Ford Brothers, ex-bandits, gave 
a demonstration of sharpshooting 
in a St. Louis theatre. Manager 
pinched. Ball cartridges against the 


law. 


Burlesque troupe played India- 
napolis and gave out 5,000 free 
tickets for the dress circle, which 
held under 1,000. First to come go! 
seats. About 4,000 kicks. 





Lawrence Barrett played ‘Ham- 
let’ in Indianapolis. Found he had 
no sword in the scabbard, so rushed 
off to get one while Pollonius waited 
to be stabbed. 





—- 

George Castle took over the Park 
theatre, Detroit, to manage. Had 
an agency in Chicago and a com- 
pany on the road. 


B. F. Keith advertised he had 
purchased the interest of his part- 
ner, W. A. Gardner, in the Bostom 
dime museum and would play a 
lone hand. Gardner had died. 

Webber Opera Co. stranded in 
New Haven. One of the actors 
sought to save his trunk by tossing 
it out of the window. Pinched for 
breaking an awning. 





Sembrich, her season ended. 
wrote Henry E. Abbey she was 
through with America. But she 
came right back. 


Augustin Daly arranged with 
William Terris to play a short sea- 
son in London. Terris quit the 
Henry Irving company to manage. 


Jump from Chicago to London was | 


a record those days. 

iMdith Kingdon had a contract 
with the Daly Co, for the following 
season. Shortly married George J. 
Geuld, son of the financier. 


15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and Clipper) 

So many acts were using English 
offers to boost salaries here that 
Chas. Bornhaupt, agent, demanded 
a cash deposit, forfeited if he got 
them a job and was turned down. 





Keith bookers stopped doubling 
acts into two houses. Said the ac- 
tors became too tired to do good 
work. ~ 


State-Lake, Chicago, threw open 
its doors. Chicago gasped at the 
magnificence. Used Negro girls for 
ushers. 


Marie Dressler put Ed Wynn on 
the pan at a benefit. He had given 
his word to m. c. and didn’t show 
up. She told the audence what she 
thought. 


Some Philadelphia theatres were 
pr'ling possible customers from the 
specs by promising better seats out 


of the b. o. A certain number set 
aside for each show for that pur- 
pose, 


Thanhouser Film Co. in process 
of dissolution. Leader at one time 
but moribund. 

William Harris gave Sam Ship- 
man what was reported to be the 
highest royalty contract ever signed. 
For ‘Lambs Are Lions’ Shipman 
was to receive 10% of the gross and 
3% of the profits. Didn’t last long. 


Angel who backed the Coburns in 
‘The Better ’Ole’ sola out to them 
for $100,000. Entire production re- 
Puted to have cost under $10,000. 





A rush of film players to the 


Inside Stuff—Radio 





Several radio agencies around Chicago are incurring the enmity of 
talent bookers by attempts to secure talent for nothing. In return the 
agencies offer talent that well-worn pay-off radio publicity. Bookers 
are wise to the situation, however, and all have so far given these chis- 
eling agencies the go-by. 

Those advertising agencies which are praticularly hot for this free 
name talent are those agencies which have done least to develop radio 
and which today are on the air with the poorest of shows. These agen- 
cies have been chiseling right along on talent costs and script pay- 
ment. And now they want name talent for imaginary publicity. They 
don’t want just talent; they want headliners. It’s comparable to the 
Saturday Evening Post asking Booth Tarkington to write a story gratis. 
getting publicity in return. 


CBS Artists Bureau's business resume for the first 10 weeks of 1934 
as compared to the parellel stretch for the previous year shows that 
the boost in income from cafe and hotel bookings has practically evened 
up the loss caused by the continued sluff-off of vaude dates. With the 
night spots around New York giving ’em bigger and costlier shows the 
web’s garnerings from this source have also been substantial enough 
to make up for the big money acts CBS had on the personal appearance 
move the year before. 

As far as salaries are concerned in the theatre precincts the offers for 
even the second rating names on the network’s list are way off from 
what they were a year ago. If an act doesn’t mind the late night grind 
it’s better off from the money angle in playing the cafe and hotel stands. 


Television is still very much in the experimental stage, according to 
Prof. E. B. Kurtz, head of the University of lowa electrical engineering 
Gepartment, so far as perfection now to the point where such programs 
as football games and other athletic contests can be broadcast. 

At the present time, according to Professor Kurtz, the range of sub- 
jects suitable for television broadcast is extremely limited. Only three 
separate performers can be picked up and broadcast with scanning 
equipment now in use, he explained, and great improvement in equip- 
ment will be necessary before a large scene can be put on the air. 


Dr. E. S. Best, Minneapolis dentist, has invented and is using a dental 
chair radio device which, it is claimed, makes patients forget their pain 
while they listen to the ether programs and thus permits the dentist to 
facilitate his work. The device has receiving pieces which attach to the 
patient’s ears and he alone hears the ether entertainment, there being 
no sounds or noise of any kind to disturb the dentist or others in the 
office. A local company manufacturing the device sells it directly to 


| dentists at $250. 


General Mills ceded 10 minutes of its time on NBC Friday morning 
(16) so that Col. Lindbergh’s remarks before the Senate Committee on 
Postoffices could go on the air. In the case of CBS there was no sponsor 
standing in the way. Columbia faction claimed that NBC made no move 
to arrange for the pickup until after the former’s Washington outlet, 
WJSV, announced carlier in the morning that it would broadcast the 
event. 


A complete revision in night-owl programs has been instituted by 
radio stations in the Los Angeles territory following a deluge of com- 
plaints that material being ethered was overdosed with stereotyped ad 
matter. 


First local broadcasters to make a change in their schedules are 





KGFJ and KFAC, 


While visiting in Toronto, Carlton Dyer, advisor to the British Broad-~ 
casting System, told newspapermen that BBC programs lacked a sense 
of humor and were directed by men from Oxford and Cambridge uni- 
versities who insist that their particular brand of English accent be the 





standard, ‘ 


John Shepard, 3rd, is not a member of the group of station owners 
seeking to set up a competitive news bureau on a nation-wide basis. 
Shepard’s news gathering is limited to his owr Yankee network in 











Stage. 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Drama Study Club recently held a meeting at a New York hotel 
to discuss the Dickstein bill, which proposes to bar alien actors and 
thereby aid employment among American players. Many profession- 
als, including almost the entire British contingent now in New York, 
attended. One development was the switch of several American 
actors who, when called upon to speak, started out in opposition only 
to finish up as proponents of the measure. 

Session almost became dramatic when Julius Tannen was called on. 
Tannen in arguing in favor of restrictions on aliens, similar to those 
existant abroad, did a sporting thing. He did not’ mention his own ex- 
perience, that of being called and rejected by the Theatre Guild for 
‘They Shall Not Die’ in favor of Claude Rains, British actor, who was 
on the platform. 


Elsie Janis is the backer of the Charles Dillingham show, ‘New Faces’, 
Fulton, N. Y., but another duo of names—Mary Pickford and Will Rogers 
—also were to have participated financially. For some reason, which 
even Miss Janis doesn’t know, the film stars faded out after production 
started. 

‘Faces’, with some of its material and song numbers, was first done 
at Pasadena, Cal., under the title of ‘Low and Behold’. Original plan of 
Miss Janis was to secure several name players but when the expected 
support was not forthcoming she fell back on the new talent idea. There 
are a few players from the Coast in the cast. Betzi Beaton, however, is 
currently in the ‘Follies’. 

Change of plan forced the show into extra rehearsal time and cast 
received full salary for the final-two preparatory weeks. 


Two wealthy members of the Lambs are credited with supporting the 
private Gambols presented in the clubhouse, each buying blocks of $10 
guest tickets. Charge to members is $2.50. 

Robert L. Hague, angel of the Lambs in more ways than one, usually 
buys 75 tickets and gives a dinner for fellow Standard Oil (N. J.) exec- 
utives and salesmen prior to the performance. When Phil Greene of 
Philadelphia attends he brings over a party of 100 or more. Latter’s 
friends are glad to pay for their ducats—any excuse to get out of 
Philly. 


Max Gordon seems to have been alone among managers in favoring 
‘Dodsworth’ for production result being that he has a hit all to him- 


[nside Stuff—Pictures 


Last year Radio was faced with the problem of getting a picture 


execs that was the story he wanted to handle. 

Execs had another story they wanted Ford to make, 
became so insistent that he propositioned the studio to give him a per- 
centage deal instead of a flat rate for -he picture. 


took but 25% of his usual fee to direct. 
Picture has so far hit a gross where Ford has collected double 
regular salary per picture, and director figures there is more coming. 


his 


Trans-Atlantic broadcast last Thursday (15) 
British Cinematograph Benevolent Fund gala at the Empire, London, 
held too many technical flaws. It was a half hour program via NBC’s 


and the second half split between New York and Hollywood. 

Transmission from England was too indistinct to decipher names of 
most of the speakers, let alone half what they said. On this side 
Will Hays, Mary Pickford and Dick Arlen spoke from New York, while 
Jean Harlow, Leslie Howard and Reginald Owen comprised the Coast 
contingent. Bad pick-up on the Coast had Miss Harlow well into her 
speech before the relay put her on the air with no one aware of who 
was speaking until the announcement, ‘You have just heard *, 





George Gerhard, of Radio City Music Hall, points out that institution 
was all set for a tie-in to the Academy awards no matter how they 
went. 

Charles Laughton in ‘Henry VIII’ and Leslie Howard 
Square’ both played the Hall in those films, as did Miss Hepburn in 
‘Morning Glory.’ May Robson in ‘Lady for a Day,’ also played the 
m, h. On directors Frank Capra, in ‘Lady for a Day,’ George Cukor 
with ‘Little Women,’ and Frank Lloyd for ‘Cavalcade,’ all played the 
Hall as well. : 

‘Three Little Pigs,’ ‘Krakatoa’ and ‘So This Is Harris,’ the candidate 
shorts, also played Radio City. 


in ‘Berkeley 


Jean Hersholt, in rounding out 21 years in Hollywood, has held term 
contracts with various companies for 20 years of that period. Previous 
to coming to this country in 1913, Hersholt played in pictures for Great 
Northern Film Co. of Copenhagen. 

Player first held contract with Thomas Ince and appeared in the first 
scene shot on the present Metro lot when Ince first started his studio 
on that site. He later went to Universal, switched to directing for Ben 
Hampton, and then went back to Universal on acting ticket covering 
seven years. 

Hersholt has been on contract to Metro for the past four years, and 
remains with that company on a new deal. 

That flier who front paged himself and a French scribber, for pre- 
sumably discovering the Queen of Sheba’s hideaway in the Abarian 
Desert, has played around in pictures. His full billing is Edouard Core 
niglion-Molinier. 

He was once general counsel for France Films and handled Metro's 
legal tangles for Rex Ingram in Nice before that. 

‘Cornie-Yawn’, as friends call him, was an air ace in the French army. 
He brought down his first German plane at 16, and has dabbled in flying 
ever since. His father, a big shot among lawyers on thé Riviera, yanked 
him into chambers but couldn’t keep him there. 

Mexican government only made two objections on ‘Viva Villa’ (M-G), 
Both citations are being remedied in retakes. 

After viewing the picture Government reps didn’t think that Villa’s 
historic entrance into Mexico City was impressive enough. Revolution- 
ists rode in at the head of 60,000 troops and Metro, it was pointed out, 
had been too sparing in soldiers. Also set for a change is a scene in 
which Beery (Villa) is shown drunk after a victory. Officials pointed 
out that they have no qualms about showing a Mexican general full 
of tequilla, but Villa neither drank nor smoked. 





Howard Dietz, who returned from the Coast a week ago, after going 
out to help on ‘Hollywood Party,’ gets equal billing with Harry Rapf 
as a result of his visit. 

Originally to stand in credits only as co-author of the story, credits 
now lead off with the line, ‘produced under the personal supervision of 
Harry Rapf and Howard Dietz.’ 

Story credit is to Dietz and 
Edmund Goulding as originally. 


Arthur Kober instead of to Dietz and 


Hollywood film exhibit on Steel Pier, Atlantic City, will be enlarged 
this summer, according to Eddie Corcoran of the Paramount exploita- 
tion department. Corcoran started the exhibit six years ago and has 
had charge each year. 

Burling Jarrett is now in Hollywood contacting the major film faec- 
tories on participation. Exhibit this summer will include original 
caricatures of stars and directors by George Z. Lawson, 

Femme brought to Hollywood by a major producer to work in the 
story department after experience on N,. Y. stage, hoped she might get 
screen chance. Now, after more than a year on stories, she has banked 











self. Invitations to other showmen to take a piece were turned down 
Understood that half a dozen producers had the play before it reached 
Gordon, the others rejecting it and saying it was a bad script. 

Sidney Howard adapted ‘Dodsworth’ from Sinclair Lewis’ novel. How- 
ard is regarded as the most thorough playwright of the field by many 
fellow authors. 


His son, George Cohan Walsh 





Jack M. Welch is now a grandpop. 
became the father of a boy last week. 


sufficient to enable her to return to N. Y. and await a stage role which 
she hopes will lead to her being discovered as screen material. 


Although reports around have been that Metro has tested 95 candi- 
dates for the crooner in ‘Sadie McKee,’ company has actually tested 15 
newcomers. 

Studio is after a newcomer who could be introduced through an im- 
portant part. 


A portion, if not the majority, of losses sustained by distributors in 
damaged prints, may be wiped out by what is known as the film treat- 
izor, a device which has been evoked not only for the protection of film 
during projection, but, its claimants say, also for improvement of sound 
and screen illumination. 

Mae West has asked Par to kill reports that she will be in George 
White’s next ‘Scandals.’ 

Miss West plans a personal appearance 
Ain’t No Sin,’ following which she may take a vacation. 
this, Miss West has no plans except to continue with Par. 





tour after completing ‘It 
Outside of 


Paramount hasn't much pull when it comes to passes for ‘Sailor, Be- 
ware,’ current at the Hudson, New York, although Par paid a princely 
sum for the picture rights. 

Producers of the play holding Par down on passes even during Vent 
and bad weather. 





Universal is considering the purchase of a new silent shutter for still 
cameras, recently placed on the market. Invented by Erik Stone and 


Will Orm, it enables the shooting of action stills without disturbances 
to the mikes. 

Hollywood writers are laughing at studios bidding around $100,000 for 
the screen rights to ‘Dodsworth’. In book form the yarn was submitted 
to the studios for $10,000 over a two-year period, and no takers. 


Three studios are now in the market for the play. 


out 


of ‘Lost Patrol’ yarn which had been purchased and turned down as 
unsuitable by several producers. Company had a deal with John Ford 
to direct one picture. Ford ran into the ‘Lost Patrol’ script and told 


but the director 


Agreement was finally 
reached whereby Ford participated in the picture’s boxoffice draw and 


in conjunction with the 


WEAF with the first 15 minutes originating in London at the Empire 
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has started an endowment which, 


52 VARIETY 


DEGETEMATE 








Authors’ League Fund, Unique in Show 


Circles, Helping 


oe 


Authors and playwrights, some of 
whom were as prominent a few 
years ago as any currently success- 
ful writer, are being aided finan- 
cially by the Authors League Fund, 
which has been depleted of money 
during the past season as never be- 
fore. Word from Washington that 
federal aid to distressed authors 
was being arranged was good news 


to League officials. 

Authors’ League Fund is the most 
uniquely conducted relief agency in 
professional circles. Every penny 
that comes into the Fund is handled 
and disbursed without cost, because 
the regular staff and the officers 
of the League administer the relief 
in addition to their usual duties. 

During an average year the Fund 
operates with an outlay of $30,000, 
but demands for aid are so much 
increased that 50% additional is 
now required. Money is raised in 
various ways. Prize winners are 
looked to for donations of between 
$100 and $200, with similar gifts 
coming from successful authors at 
Christmas time. It is usual for 
members to make bequests: to the 
Fund in their wills and such money 


however, nets only $4,000 annually. 
When the Fund is hard put, mem- 
bers are asked to send one dollar by 
mail and such requests are mostly 
acceded to. Recently one of New 
York’s wealthiest philanthropists 
made a donation of $500, The mag- 
nate’s office, unaware of the Au- 
thors’ League Fund, telephoned for 
information as to its scope and two 
days later a check was received. 
Fund actually uses its money one 
and one half times. Money advanced 
to applicants is in the nature of a 
loan, repayable if possible. Half of 
all such advances have been repaid 
the Fund and then remitted to 
others in distress. Happens that 
some novelists need financing for 
several months while completing a 
book which, upon publication, al- 
ways finds the recipient reimburs- 
ing the Fund. Money needed for 
operations and hospitalization prin- 
cipally constitutes the requests for 





aid. League invariably assures 
medical people that bills will be 
taken care of. It has happened 
that such calls for aid come when 
there is no money in the treasury 
but to date the Fund has made good 
On al! guarantees, 


Frisco Likes $1 Opera 


San Francisco, March 19. 


Frisco is going for its first dollar 
opera, Fortune Gallo’s San Carlo 
group which has played to virtual 
capacity at Memorial Opera House 
past week, and is doing a second 
stanza before going to Los Angeles. 

Here eight years ago, company 
got $2.50, but the present nick of a 
buck is opening operatic avenues to 
many heretofore unable to attend. 
Usual carriages, evening gowns and 
lorgnettes seen at most operas are 
missing here; instead, it’s apt to 
be street car, street dress and busi- 
ness suit. But fact remains biz is 
nothing less than sensational. 


2 Midwest Stocks Try 


Chicago, March 19. 


“quity office here is arranging 
bond posting for two midwest 
stocks. Pabst theatre in Mil- 
waukee gets going on April 2 on 
an expected string of six plays. In 
on the deal are Robert Henderson 
and the theatre through Margaret 
Rice. 

Marie James is plotting stock in 
Detroit at 50c top. People are now 
being engaged through the Milo 
Bennett agency locally. 














WILBUR’S OAKLAND STOCK 
San Francisco, March 19. 
Dick Wilbur’s stock company has 
opened at the renamed Roosevelt, 
formerly Premier, in Oakland, with 
a 40 cent night top. Charles Michaels 
in with Wilbur, and Ernest Howell 
is house manager. 


Roosevelt Players include Ben 
Erway, Shirley Collier, Howard 
McNear, Phillip Stearns, Carroll 
Borland, Byron Alden, Berkeley 


Buckingham, Charles Calkins, Tove 
Linden, Edna Ellsmere and Virginia 
Stevens. Rupert Drumm is director. 


Prominent Writers 


Legit in Hartford 
Again; Dark One Yr. 


Hartford, Conn., March 19. 


After almost one year without 
legit, Hartford will again get stage 
shows with ‘Dangerous Corner,’ 
opening at Shubert’s Parsons with 
Beverly Bayne and Herbert Rawlin- 
son in the leads. 

Ten week program has been set 
with stars of stage and screen as 
attractions. Theatre will be man- 
aged by George Stevenson, who has 
been affiliated with the Shubert 
House here for more than 20 years. 


CHI AND COAST TO GET 
SPECIAL ‘SHINING’ COS. 


Special company of ‘The Shining 
Hour’ is due for Chicago presenta- 
tion this spring, according to pres- 
ent plans. Loop date depends on 
the casting, although leads men- 
tioned are Conrad Nagel and Violet 
Heming, and if they are engaged 
the booking will be made. 

Chicago showing will be under 
Max Gordon’s name, as in New York 
(Booth), but the Shuberts will oper- 
ate the show. Deal was agreed on 
by Gordoh because he is shortly 
going abroad and is through with 
production for the season. ‘Hour’ 
is averaging $11,000 at the Booth, 
N. Y., which is an excellent gross 
for the moderate capacity theatre. 
Leads in the original cast are 
Gladys Cooper, Adrienne Allen and 
Raymond Massey. 

There’s also being set a Cali- 
fornia showing of the play, with 











| Judith Anderson in the lead. 





Current Road Shows 


Week March 19 


‘Annina,’ Forrest, Philadelphia. 
‘Autumn Crocus,’ Hollis, Boston. 
‘Autumn Crocus, (Coast), Curran, 
San Francisco. 

‘Curtain Rises,’ Cort, Chicago. 

‘Dark Tower,’ Broad Philadelphia. 

‘Elizabeth Sleeps Out,’ Stude- 
baker, Chicago. 

Eva LeGallienne Repertory, Rialto, 
Phoenix, March 19; Orpheum, Tuc- 
son, 20; Plaza, El Paso, 21; travel 
22; Texas, San Antonio, 23-24. 

‘Green Pastures,’ Royal Alexan- 
dra, Toronto. 

Katharine Cornell Repertory, 
American, St. Louis. 

‘Men in White,’ El Capitan, Los 
Angeles. 

‘Races,’ Chestnut, Philadelphia. 

‘Ten Minute Alibi,’ Selwyn, Chi- 
cago. 

Walter Hampden Repertory, 
Temple, Tacoma, March 19; Em- 
press, Vancouver, 20-21; Metro- 
politan, Seattle, 22-24. 

‘White Cargo,’ Playhouse, Holly- 
wood. 

‘Wife Insurance,’ Erlanger, Phila- 
delphia. 


Will Rogers’ Daughter, 








Toronto, March 19, 


Mary Rogers, daughter of Will 
Rogers, will be in the cast when 
Maurice Colbourne and Barry Jones 
open at the Royal here April 2 with 
‘Reunion in Vienna,’ for a Canadian 
tour, 

Show later will go into Boston or 
Philadelphia. Plan of Canadian hop 
is to tie in with the Lunt-Fontanne 
popularity in the London run, no- 
tices of which have been played up 
here, Theatre Guild sets will be 
used and as many of the old cast 
as are at liberty. 





Rochester Cuts 


tochester, March 19. 

Lyceum stock, angeled by the 
stagehands’ union and not going too 
well, tried a price cut with ‘Pur- 
suit of Happiness.’ Dropped from 
$1.10 top to 75 cents. Matinees, 
which have been doing better than 
evenings, remain at 385 and 40 
cents. With Wednesday mat prac- 
tically a sellout, an added after- 
noon performance was put on 
Thursday. 

Elaine Temple replaces Jonatha 
Jones as ingenue for ‘Criminal at 
Large.’ Miss Jones is returning to 
New York. 





Mary, Into ‘Reunion’ 


PHILLY GETS EVEN 


Answer Metropolitan Opera 
Rebuff 





will 





Philadelphia, March 19. 

After the Metropolitan Opera last 
week cut Philly from next year's 
tour list, the Philadelphia Orches- 
tra Asso. decided to go the New 
York unit one better. Although 
undercover, it is understood that 
Arthur Judson, manager of the local 
organization, has completed a deal 
with the Met’s star warblers to do 
opera in Philly during the 1935 sea- 
son, with the Orchestra furnishing 
the music. This is coup for big biz, 
since Leopold Stokowski has already 
signified his agreement to conduct- 
ing the future Academy of Music 
opera concerts, 

Philly sheets carried the story of 
the Metropolitan’s drop last week, 
but the tie-up with the singers is 
being kept dark in the hope that 
wealthy locals will crash through 
with some donations. Ordinary 
concert seasons run 30 weeks, but 
next year’s jumps to 42. 


Follies’ to Road 
Soon; Selling, but 
Nut Is Too Tough 


Follies’ may take to the road 
after another three or four weeks 
at the Winter Garden, N. Y. Plans 
eall for the revue going to Chicago, 
tentative date being April 16. De- 
pendent on business Easter week, 
touring may be deferred, if biz goes 
up. 

Revue is heavily geared as to sal- 
aries. Its admission scale at $4.40 
top, however, appears too much for 
a house of the Garden's size. Un- 
derstood the show cannot operate 
out of the red at a $3.30 top, al- 
though prices at the box office have 
been slashed since the opening 
week. Despite that, the number of 
would-be ticket buyers who turned 
away from the box office has been 
exceptionally high. 

‘Follies’ was paced at around $34,- 
000 at the start and recently eased 
off to about $25,000. Business im- 
proved after the income tax date 
Thursday (15) and takings went to 
about $27,000. Show is now in its 
12th week. Its high rating made it 
a likely possibility for summer hold- 
over. 

Show does not carry the Shubert 
name. It is ostensibly presented by 
Mrs. Billie Burke Ziegfeld, who 
with the Erlanger estate is said to 
split 3% of the gross for the right 
to use the Ziegfeld name, 


Kit Cornell’s Success 
Opens Omaha for Legit 


Omaha, March 19. 

Success of Katharine Cornell in 
her two performances here has 
given Omaha Drama League assur- 
ance of local audience support in 
bringing similar attractions to town. 
On the strength of this date League 
has booked Eva Le Gallienne for 
one performance evening of April 
24. Presentation has not been de- 
cided upon, but probable that an 
Ibsen will be offered. House has 
not been selected yet, but likely to 
be Tech high. 

Cornell and ‘Green Pastures’ were 
the only legit this town saw this 
season. ‘Pastures’ took it on the 
chin because of bad weather, but 
‘The Barretts’ grossed better than 
$4,500 in two performances. It got 
the support of play lovers to such 
an extent that even Community Play- 
house called off one night of its 
‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ out of defer- 
ence to the League. Le Gallienne 
will wind up the season as far as 
Drama League is concerned, 


N aw Trenton Lead 


Trenton, March 19. 

State Theatre Stock Company 
has a new leading lady, third since 
the troupe was organized here early 
last fall. She is Gladys Griswold, 
who has played stock in various 
parts of the country. 

Miss Griswold, who made her first 
appearance here last week in ‘An- 
other Language,’ succeeds Adrienne 
Earle, who stuck but three weeks. 
Miss Earle took the place of Nancy 
Duncan, who was with the State 
Players for 17 weeks. 

‘Peg O’ My Heart’ ia this week's 

















attraction. 
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Plays on Broadway 





NEW FACES 


Intimate revue presented at the Fulton, 
March 15, by Charles Dillingham; directed 
by Leonard Sillman under supervision of 
Elsie Janis; skits and lyrics by Viola 
Brothers Shore, Nancy Hamilton, June 
Sillman; score by Warburton Guilbert, 
Donald Honrath, Martha Caples, James 
Shelton, Morgan Lewis. 

Cast: Leonard Sillman, Imogene Coca, 
Louise Lynch, Edith Sheridan, Nancy Ham- 
ilton, James Shelton, Roger Stearns, Henry 
Fonda, Billie Hayward, Hildegarde Halli- 
day, Cliff Allen, Peggy Hovenden, Edward 
Potter, Kenneth Bates, O. Z. Whitehead, 
Marvin Lawlor, Mildred Todd, Edward Pot- 
ter, Beverly Phalon, Jean Briggs, Ken- 
neth Bates, 





More than 40 skits and numbers 
made up ‘New Faces.’ Much of it 
was tiresome. Eliminatoins would 
have resulted in a better perform- 
ance, for there are a number of 
breezy interludes performed by 
eager juveniles. Too long at the 
premiere, but the impression that 
this intimate revue aimed for 
moderately successful coin. 
Charles Dillingham made the pre- 
sentation, with Elsie Janis in gen- 
eral directorial charge, Actual stag- 
ing is by Leonard Sillman, most 
active of the cast. Sillman present- 
ed the same basic show on the coast 
last summer under the title of ‘Low 
and Behold.’ . 

Much of the material has been re- 
tained apparently. There is plenty 
that is Greenwich Village, which 
also goes for the cast. General idea 
is to introduce new talent. That 
would have been okay had there 
been more ‘finds’ among the assem- 
blage. Lew Brown and Buddy De 
Sylva had a new talent cast in mind 
last spring with ‘Forward March,’ 
but after trying it out they tossed 
everything aside, went out for 
names and came in with ‘Strike Me 
Pink.’ 

‘New Faces’ is accompanied by 
new authors, yet Viola Brothers 
Shore is a generous material con- 
tributor, with Nancy Hamilton hav- 
ing about as much, and in addition 
appearing in the show throughout. 
High spot of the premiere was the 
finale of the first act, a Harlem scene 
with the cast mostly in cork. It 
followed Sillman’s dramatic lyric, 
‘Emperor Jones. Just ahead was 
‘My Last Affair,’ sung by Billie 
Hayward, a colored warbler, who 
also soloed in the second part, 

‘New Faces’ has little vocal 
strength, merely possibilities in that 
direction. Louise Lynch with 
throaty pipes, Libby Holman type, 
looked and sounded promising when 
she gave ‘Visitors Ashore.’ Edith 
Sheridan is the prima, with ‘Music 
in My Heart,’ the show’s best bal- 
lad. Miss Lynch with ‘Smoky 
Rhythm’ in the Harlem scene, and 
with ‘Gloomy Heaven,’ a solo, at- 
tracted some attention. Male voices 
are mostly negative. 

Imogene Coca, not new, is the 
comedienne, figuring frequently, but 
it is not her fault that ‘New Faces’ 
has so little laughter. Trend to hu- 
mor seems frustrated, or too Vil- 
lagey. Yet there are _ travesties 
which might have been funny—for 
instance, the picture bit with Kath- 
arine Hepburn being coddled into 
the mood for ‘Little Women’ for 
the director. 

Nancy Hamilton has her innings 
in the skits, one being the Hepburn 
bit. She counts, too, in one of the 
livelier sketches, ‘An Afternoon with 
the English Juvenile Players.’ Near 
the close she scores best with ‘I 
Hate the Spring,’ one of her con- 
tribs. Travesty which could go out 
is titled ‘The Disney Influence,’ with 
the characters headgeared as little 
pigs. In these disguises the show 
supposedly kids ‘The Green Bay 
Tree,’ ‘Ah, Wilderness,’ and ‘To- 
bacco Road.’ In the latter one of 
the several breaches, use of lurid 
language, occurs. 

Stillman, in addition to his gen- 
eral participation, has several dance 
numbers. Best ensemble cast num- 
ber is billed ‘So Low,’ and it looks 
at that point as if the show was go- 
ing into the finale, but no. One skit 
made frequent mention of Tallulah 
Bankhead, who was out front, as 
were Miss Hepburn and Miss 
Holman, 

Another, which brought in several 
managers ‘as they never are,’ was 
among the better things. Showmen 
impersonated are Max Gordon, 
Guthrie McClintic, Jed Harris, Daniel 
Frohman and a guy from the The- 
atre Guild. Other characters in- 
clude Gertrude Lawrence and Noel 
Coward. James Shelton’s imper- 
sonation of the latter is the best of 
the turn and his best in the show. 

Production is sketchy, similar to 
that employed by Miss Janis in her 
intimate revues just after the war. 
Of course, her personality carried 
those shows. It is understood that 
Miss Janis intended engaging sev- 
eral names for ‘New Faces’ but plans 
went awry and the coast set-up was 
adopted. Had the original plans 
gone through, and had the show's 
gross items been shunted out, its 
chances would be much stronger. 

Revue was given friendly and dis- 
tinctly favorable notices and if it 
doesn’t click the critics can’t be 
blamed. Bad bits were deleted at 
the first night and half an hour cut. 





Ibee. 


LAMBS’ GAMBOL 


Second of the Lambs’ dinner-to- 
dawn Gambols was held Saturday 
(17) at the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, 
Ny Y., with a capacity turnout of 
over 1,500. 

It was a typical Lambs’ get-to- 
gether. Stage show running a bit 
over two hours was put on, Lambs 
solely, participating, some of them 
in female dress, club having gone 
back this year to its original idea 
of no femme participation in the 
shows. Sole exception had been for 
the Lambs’ repeal dinner-to-dawn 
gambol last December. 

Items in the stage show were 
varied and new, although several 
of them had been done in private 
Lambs’ gambol performances at the 
club-house. 

Opener was the ‘Let’s Go Around 
to the Lambs,’ sketch written by 
Kenneth Webb with music by Har- 
old Levey and depicting the club's 
formation. Donald Brian and 
Charlie King followed in a funny 
act called ‘Strange Interlude.’ Both 
being polite to each other but think- 
ing out loud what they really 
thought, very funny for the mob 
present. 

‘Silver Stream’ was a fancy act 
written around a song by Percy 
Wenrich, sung by Clarence Nord- 
strom and danced by Roy Roberts 
and William Holbrook. Then, a 
funny interlude called ‘A Man Is as 
Old as He Feels,’ with lyric by 
Harry Clark and music also by 
Wenrich. This had _ four lads 
dressed as a.k.’s and four more as 
dames on the make, 

Al Jolson bowed in here to an- 
nounce he hadn't been invited but 
mooched in and wanted to do his 
bit. He kidded M. H. Aylesworth 


(Continued on page 57) 


OUT OF TOWN REVIEW 
GIRLS IN UNIFORM 


Chicago, March 12. 
Drama produced and staged by Charles 
K. Freeman from the play by Christa Wins- 
loe and English adaptation by Barbara 
Burnharn. Scene design by Clive Ricka- 
om, At the Blackstone, Chicago, March 





Fraulein Von Nordeck, Headmistress. . 
Francis Gregg 
Excellency Yon Ehrenhardt..Marie Nelson 
Grand Duchess.......ese0¢ --Hilda Graham 
Countess Kernitz....... ecoeseeDallas Tyler 
Fraulein Von Bernburg....e+.-- 
Fraulein Von Gaerschner..... 
Freulein Von Kesten..... ».-June Betzberg 


BETO, AIMPOE. cocccssceccacesees Adele Harris 
Miss Gibson.........4. . Gertrude Guthman 
Fraulein Von Atams....Gertrude Winograd 
MaMmuela..ccccccccccescecece Shaindel Kalish 
Marg&..eeees eeececesess+Miriam Livingston 


TIS@..scecccccecesceeeesesCorinne Silverman 





With this play Charles K. Free- 
man steps finally and completely 
out of the little theatre ranks into 
the professional field. And with 
this step establishes himself as a 
director with a feeling for drama 
and people, a director with sensi- 
tiveness and yet a bold hand in 
treating situations. 

This play is all Freeman, and 
whatever success the show has 
artistically and financially reflects 
his touch. Freeman dates back in 
this town’s theatricals some five 
years during which time he has 
been director of the Jewish Peoples 
Institute Players. In this time he 
has built his organization to the top 
of the little theatre groups of the 
midwest. In three successive years 
his group won the Edith Rockefeller 
McCormick cup for one-act plays, 
capturing the trophy for permanent 
possession. There was no opposi- 
tion in the midwest which could 
come even close to the Freeman di- 
rectorial efforts. One of these prize 
playlets, ‘The Tenth Man’, was so 
successful that it was bought by the 
RKO circuit for several dates. 

With this play Freeman takes his 
departure from the JPI and devotes 
his time exclusively to the profes- 
sional theatre. He has been ap- 
pointed to stage the huge festival 
in the Soldier Field here celebrating 
the ‘Epic of the Prairie State’. 

Freeman's direction is »est exem- 
plified in what he has done with this 
primarily amateur cast. He has 
trained this group of young girls to 
act and emote with professional 
sureness. Produced in a _ profes- 
sional manner, in a_ professional 
theatre, this show can stand up with 
the best of ’em anywhere. 

With the flood of poor little thea- 
tre efforts around here the Freeman 
effort lifts the entire feeling of the 
little theatre activity by something 
genuine. This even is seen in the 
settings by Clive Rickabaugh. These 
are simple yet heightening the 
straight-laced impression of the 
school and play. 

Outstanding in the show is Shain- 
del Kalish as the 14-year-old Manu- 
ela. She comes through with a vivid 
and clear-cut impression. She has 
a feeling for the footlights, remind- 
ful of Helen Hayes in her demure- 
ness yet intenseness. Sunda Love 
has the school marm role and does 
the job effectively though without 
the classical dignity which has been 
associated with this part. Rest of 
the cast are admirably picked and 





directed. Show has excellent chances 
in this town. Gold. 
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Free CWA Legit Shows Continue 


Despite Considerable Opposition 


+ 





About a dozen legit plays continue 
to be given gratis in the high 
school auditoriums of New York, 
with actors receiving compensa- 
tion from the government through 
the Civil Works Administration, 
and it is hoped that these activities 
will be expanded through epring. 
Project, however, has come in for 
criticism and some opposition from 
managers, authors, unions and pic- 
ture interests. 

Readjustment of the CWA show 
activities was first suggested at the 
general code hearings at Washing- 
ton early this month. Last week 
the topic was discussed by the legit 
Code Authority, which was called 
to a meeting when the scheduled 
hearing on proposed code changes in 
Washington was set back from 
March 21 to March 28. Matter of 
adjusting the CWA policy of free 
shows met with divided opinion, 
with the result that no action was 
taken. 

Although it was denied that there 
was objection to the gratis shows 
by any specific manager, that is not 
strictly so. Managerial sentiment 
is that the CWA shows are not con- 
ducted along businesslike lines, and 
even though the amount of money 
devoted to the purpose is compara- 
tively inconspicuous, showmen be- 
lieve the expenditures should not 
be confined to actors alone. 


Authors’ Rights 


Claim is set up that free per- 
formances tend to eliminate certain 
small revenues that are due man- 
agers and authors. Amateur rights 
are a case in point. Usual charge 
for such performances is $25 per 
night, that fee being divided between 
the manager, author and _ play 
broker, who usually publishes the 
plays. Argument is that if the gov- 
ernment aims to support actors, who 
cannot appear without the plays, 
other interests should participate. 
Authors first put forth that claim 
when George Kelly withdrew his 
‘The Show-Off,’ stating he loaned 
the play for a month without roy- 
alty but not indefinitely, and add- 
ing that free performances might 
injure the value of the play for 
stock. 

It is stated that a protest was 
sent to the NRA in Washington 
March 7, signed by the code author- 
ities for legit, pictures and radio. 
General purport of the communica- 
tion was to point out a seeming 
clash between the NRA and CWA 
because the latter is admitting 
audiences without charge and the 
former tries to maintain fair com- 
petition within the amusement field. 
CWA officials in New York dis- 
counted the contentions of the three 
code authority groups, saying that 
the shows are given principally in 
schools spotted in neighborhoods 
where a majority of the people are 
on relief payrolls and therefore un- 
able to pay admission, even if they 
wished to. 

Argument in the legit CA meet- 
ing was not academic. It was 
brought out that the stagehands 
and scenic artists are opposed to 
the CWA shows, but that Equity 
firmly backs the project on the 
grounds that it aids unemployed ac- 
tors. Difference is not the first be- 
tween the union factors in the 
CA, Equity and the stagehands 
both insisting in having the right to 
say what is a stock company pres- 
entation and what is not. Now ap- 
parent that both the stock issue and 
the free show decision will be con- 
troversial topics at next week’s legit 
code hearing in the capital, latter 
matter also carded for adjustment 
by the radio and picture C.A’s. 

Equity Co-operation 

Equity co-operated with the CWA 
shows from the start. Although 
keeping hands off in the casting, it 
loaned office space and some mate- 
rial assistance. CWA money was 
appropriated solely for wages—ac- 
tors getting from $25 to $30 week- 
ly. Before the shows opened there 
was a 10% general reduction or- 
dered on CWA payments, something 
of a disappointment. As there was 
no money for transportation of the 


actors nor props, Equity raised 
about $2,000 among its members 
and some _ outsiders, and each 


Player in the free shows was given 
$2.50 for carfare, money, too, being 
Spent on props. Pay cut was later 
rescinded: 

Film CA’s attitude in the matter 
is based on protests from neighbor- 


(Continued on page 57) 





2 Coast Tryouts 


Arthur Lubin and Harold Roy 
have two plays they are to try out 
at the Pasadena (Calif.) Community 
Playhouse within the month. Lubin 
is at present in Hollywood; Roy 
joins him in a week. 

Richard Bennet, to have come east 
for the Shuberts in ‘The Green Ro- 
mancer,’ will try out the title role 
in Pasadena. Shuberts still own the 
rights. 

The other script, independently 
owned by Lubin-Roy, is ‘The Drums 
Professor,’ by Edmund North and 
James Gow, Hollywood scriptists. 


OPPOSITION POSSIBLE 
FOR EQUITY ELECTION 


Equity may have an opposition 
ticket in the field for the election 
of officers and one-fifth of the coun- 
cil, 10 members of which retire an- 


nually. Reports to that effect have 
recently circulated and, if substan- 
tiated, may crop up at a general 
Equity meeting at the Astor Friday 
(23), when the nominating commit- 
tee will be named. There are nine 
nominators, three named by the 
council and six selected from the 
general membership by ballot at the 
meeting. 

Sponsors of a supposed opposi- 
tion movement have not come out in 
the open, but similar rumors have 
been prevalent since the organiza- 
tion was formed. It is known that 
a certain percentage of Equity 
members is disgruntled. because of 
rulings which have not favored 
them, while unemployment in the 
legit field is also believed to be a 
reason, 

Some in this group, or groups, are 
expected to ask about Equity’s fi- 
nances and salaries paid in the New 
York headquarters. Officers and paid 
representatives are claimed to have 
taken three salary cuts in the past 
two or three seasons and every 
sixth week their services are given 
gratis. 

Equity’s officers are to be elected 
for three years. Corhing election 
carries more than usual interest be- 
cause it marks the end of the first 
three-year term. Previously offi- 
cers were named annually. 








Canadian Stage Hands’ 
Strike Halts ‘Pastures’ 


‘The Green Pastures’ will end its 
fourth season in Toronto Saturday 
(23), about four weeks having been 


lopped off the bookings which had 
extended into April. Canadian stage 
hands’ strike is the main reason for 
shortening the tour, a road call 
having been issued by the IATSE 
against four theatres in Montreal, 
where ‘Pastures’ was due next week. 

Forced cancellation of Montreal 
was matched by a dropped booking 
in London, Ont., management there 
explaining it didn’t want the show 
because the house could make more 
money playing pictures. Hamilton 
and several Pennsylvania bookings 
were thereupon cancelled by the 
show management. 








Dorothy Lee Set for 
Coast ‘Loves Me Not’ 


Los Angeles, March 19. 

Dorothy Lee, from the flickers, 
gets the femme lead in Homer Cur- 
ran’s production of ‘She Loves Me 
Not,’ set to open at the Belasco here 
April 23. 

Hugh Enfield replaces George 
Lewis in the cast of ‘Biography,’ 
featuring Alice Brady, coming into 
the Biltmore April 2. 





Dunning IIl 


Philip Dunning, author-manager, 
is ill with malaria in Mexico City, 
but a message from his wife stated 
he was out of danger late last week. 

Recent letters from Dunning com- 
mented on his dodging the tough 
winter. The Dunnings, accompanied 
by their daughter, Virginia, are 
stopping at the Regis hotel, in the 





Mexican capital. 





Easing the Pain 


Not long after Max Gordon 
was out of the ether on his re- 
cent trip to the hospital, one of 
the picture company execs 
hopped up there and started 
taiking price for a Gordon 
show. 

Pains or no pains, Max bick- 
ered the price up $5,000 be- 
tween groans, 


Shuberts Rotary 
Stocks; Opposish 
To W&L Troupes 


Shuberts are entering the stock 
company field and will start with 
resident troupes in Boston and 
Philadelphia. They propose to or- 
ganize rotary stocks also, with 
Newark added, but must get an 
okay from Equity’s Council 

Wee & Leventhal have recognized 
stocks operating between the three 
stands. Whether this firm will re- 
gard the Shuberts as opposition, or 
vice versa, is a toss-up, but there 
is no doubt that the Shuberts aim 
to invade the field, which has 
proven profitable. Some doubt if 
the three spots can stand opposed 
stocks. 

Last 











season W&L’s activities in 
New York, including its throw- 
away system, were declared un- 
fair competition and were banned in 
the legit code. 

Firm’s activities include touring 
of some attractions and presenting 
new shows, which are included in 
their rotary stock system, or so 
rated by Equity. 


W.&L. Start N. H. 


New Haven, March 19. 

Shubert opened the Wee and Lev- 
enthal popular price legit shows here 
last night (Mon.). W. and L. are 
not mentioned in the deal in any 
way, and simply provide a weekly 
change in cast and show. House 
itself builds whatever sets it needs. 

Pauline Frederick in ‘Her Majes- 
ty, the Widow,’ cracked the ice, and 
‘Dangerous Corners’ is set to follow. 

House is under management of 
E. D. Eldridge, who handles every- 
thing from this end. 





Consumers League Enters Legit 


Code Battle With Suggestions 
"or Equalizing Ducat Handling 





Lambs’ $10,000 Net 


Estimated profit to the Lambs’ 
Club from its St. Patrick’s Day 
gambol is $10,000, which about 


doubles the net for the repeal party 
in December. Prices were higher 
and capacity at 1,080 paid guests 
claimed, boxes and front tables be- 
ing $20 per plate. In addition there 
was $4,000 in program advertising 
and revenue from games and 
gadgets. 

Understood the affair was the big- 
gest financially of any Lambs affair 
except one or two appearances of 
the Gambol out of town. 


W.&L. DROP CUT-RATE 
IDEAS IN BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, March 19. 


Definitely decided, after a confab 
between Len McLaughlin, manag- 
ing director of the Maryland, 
and Wee and Leventhal, that when 
the latter starts routing in its ro- 
tating stock revival plays the Lon- 
don pit system and 40c pass policy 
will not be pursued. Originally set 
and announced top of $2 has been 
halved, however. 

Figured it would take overlong to 
educate the theatregoers to the cus- 
tomary W. & L. policies as in cur- 
rent use in Philadelphia and Boston, 
and that the systems as a whole 
might meet criticisms in some quar- 
ters that would drastically offset 
good-will. Also, the 85c. top that 
will prevail for the newly formed 
3altimore Civie Repertory, stock 
outfit which Charles Emerson Cook 
will open at Ford’s, opposish house, 
same day (April 2) the Maryland 
gets under way, made it look feas- 
ible to W. & L. to tariff the cus- 
tomers a straight buck and waive 
the side issue and intricate admish 
prices. 

Subscription season for the ro- 
tating series at a slight reducéion 
per ticket is already being hawked 








by McLaughlin, 





Coast Showmen Go to President 


In Battle Against Throwaways 





Los Angeles, March 19. 

Charging that the office of 
Charles H. Cunningham, local NRA 
administrator, is unable to enforce 
the legitimate theatre code, and 
that State Administrator George 
Creel is passing the buck after re- 
peated violation reports, Leonard 
E. Blackmer, code counsellor for 
the Henry Duffy and El Capitan 
theatre interests, has taken an ap- 
peal directly to the President, in 
his battle to eliminate throwaway 
passes. : 

Blackmer protest is based spe- 
cificially on the failure of the NRA 
administrator to stop the Hollywood 
Playhouse from distributing and 
honoring the 40c service charge 
passes, after all local legit mana- 
gers had been notified by Local Ad- 
ministrator Cunningham several 
weeks ago to desist. 

Continued violation by the Holly- 
wood house prompted Blackmer, 
Thursday night (15), to send a 280- 
word telegram to Creel in which he 
charged that for 30 days the Play- 
house operators had been tempo- 


Rosenblatt proving violation by two 
Los Angeles theatres of article 16 
paragraph eight legitimate theatres 
code as approved by you August 
sixteenth stop January thirtieth 
with five theares open in competi- 
tion including two violators Rosen- 
blatt ordered violators cease prac- 
tice stop throw away pass use con- 
tinued stop Farnsworth’ ordered 
Creel Cunningham compel violators 
abide code on February 16 violators 
so notified yet violation has contin- 
ued without ceasing stop wired pro- 
test Creel today Creel passes buck 
to Cunningham tonight who has ad- 
mitted he cannot enforce code stop 
this practice has closed two of five 
legitimate theatres since January 
thirtieth while of nine licensed to 
operate legitimate in Los Angeles 
majority would undoubtedly open 
employing complete staff if not 
afraid of unfair competition as 
practiced today stop Violators not 
paying code scale stage bands while 
Equity has collector in box office 
to secure actors’ salary stop House 
flies no Blue Eagle yet asked Cun- 





rized with, and allowed to continus 


the practice, in spite of the fact 
that at least two other local legit 
houses have heen forced to clos: 


as a direct result of the widespread | 
use of the throwaway passes. 
Late Friday night (16) Blackmer | 
was advised by Creel that Cun-| 
ningham’s had received in- 
structions to make a thorough in- 
vestigation of the alleged violations, | 
and that he, Blackmer, 
at perfect liberty to wire the Pres- 
ident or anyone else. 

As a result of this, 


office 


should feel! 


slackmer, 





| ident 


Saturday morning (17), wired Pres- 
Roosevelt as follows: 


‘On January 27 evidence given 


ningham yesterday permission to 
continue pass use to April 1 and are 
doing Have written and 
wired for relief Rosenblatt, Johnson, 
Farnsworth, Creel, Cunningham to 
no avail despite fact that Rosen- 
blatt, Farnsworth admit evidence 
proves violation conclusively stop 
Now Mr. President either this code 
can be enforced immediately to 


so stop 


protect those who are earnestly 
striving to support you or it is 
worthless stop We can only look 
to you for the immediate verdict 


now and we are anxiously awaiting 
your answer before these chiselers 


darken every legitimate house in 


March 19. 
provisions to curb ticket 
brokers and abolish throwaways 
will be demanded of the National 
Recovery Administration when legit 
theatre code is reopened for amend- 
ments March 28. 

With some legit producers and 
the Code Authority itself primed to 
bring these issues into considera- 
tion, NRA Consumers’ Board is 
arming with exhibits, facts and fig- 
ures for use in the fight to see that 
theatre patrons get a fair, as well 
as new, deal. Board apparently is 
not satisfied with the licensing rules 
now in effect. 

Shielding details in mystery, 
NRA authorities have revealed that 
one plan to be advanced for con- 
sideration in studying the scalper 
problem calls for a new set-up, 
combining the central agency and 
independent broker systems. One 
suggestion calls for the CA itself to 
go into the ticket business. 

Scheme, described as having the 
endorsement of Divisional Admin- 
istrator Sol Rosenblatt, Deputy 
William P. Farnsworth, and gov- 
ernment member Robert K. Strauss, 
would provide for registration of 
all ducats, stamping maximum 
price, assessing a small fee for 
service, and distribution to brokers 
througn a central medium set up by 
ecde authority. 

Idea would provide a means for 
tracing distribution of all paste- 
beards from box offices to final pure 
chasers, it is felt, and simplify en- 
forcement of provisions against ex- 
cessive premiums. Would prevent 
scalping without affecting cut- 
rates, it is pointed out. 

Throw-away situation is become 
ing serious, particularly on the Pa- 
cific Coast, where complaints have 
been filed in great numbers and 
EK. E. Clive, operating the Holly- 
wood Playhouse, has been tilting 
with NRA compliance officers for 
several weeks. Kicks are coming 
from other cities, with patrons who 
were innocent enough to pay box- 
ottice prices complaining that 
fricnds got seats of the same qual- 
ity for lower prices through the 
use ef throw-aways. 

Consumer board will demand that 
producers charge everybody one 
price for the sdme kind of seat and 


Washington, 
Drastic 





if the system is not outlawed, pro- 
| vision be made to differentiate be- 
tween character of seats sold at 
| box-office for one price and with a 
coupon for lower figure. 

While Southern California is re- 
putedly the worst situation of this 
sort complaints are coming in from 
metropolitan sections cf the east 
and fear is expressed that under 
exemption feature of code the sys- 
tem may spread. 

Idea behind both consumer board 
proposals is to provide a single 





system for the entire country. 
Ticket distribution method has been 
outlined particularly, with this 
thought in mind. 


Showmen and ticket brokers dis- 
count the proposal to frame the 
same rules for all parts of the 
country. Broadway is not compare 
able to any other amusement spot, 
they point out. 

Broadway's ticket brokers. will 
dispute the arguments put forth by 
the Consumers Board and the man- 
agers, They claim not to have got- 
ten a fair enough shake in the CA 


rules. Stock managers, too, will 
defend low price ticket systems, 
claiming they are aiding the un- 
employment situation and keeping 


theatres lighted which would other- 
wise be dark this season. 


Schwartz in Trenton 
Opposish to Own Pic 


Trenton, March 19. 
Maurice Schwartz, who will ap- 
pear here Tuesday night (20) ina 
performance of ‘Yoshe Kalb’ with 


his company, will be playing in 
opposition to his own picture on 
the same night. The film, as the 


play, will be in Yiddish. 
Picture is ‘The Unhappy Bride,’ 
which also features Lila Lee. It is 
being sponsored by the Daughters 
of Jacob Society and proceeds will 
be devoted to the Dr. Herzl Zion 
Hebrew School. 

‘Yoshe Kalb,’ played in Princeton 








Los Angeles.’ 


two weeks ago. 
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FOREIGN SHOW. NEWS 














1 Nazi Propaganda Minister Orders 





Tighter “Aryanization of Show Biz Sek ee ee ee 


Prague, March 10. 
Irene Eisinger, singer of the New 


German Theatre, was not allowed 
to complete her guest engagement 
in the Theatre des Westens, Berlin, 
owing to renewed non-Aryan agita- 
tion in Germany. 
Miss Ei!singer has 


Prague for work here. 


returned to 





Those who took present conditions 
in Germnn legit, with numerous 
‘non-Aryais 
a relaxaticn of anti-Semitic ten- 
dencies were grossly optimistic, as || 
indicated by a circular decree to the 
federal governments just issued by 
Dr. Goebbels. 

‘It is being noticed to an increas- 
ing extent that non-Aryans who 
had already disappeared and evi- 
dently fled abroad are reappearing 
in theatre music halls, cabarets, 
ete.’ the statement reads. 

TI call aitention to the fact that 
appearance on German stages is de- 
pendent upon membership in a pro- 
fessional union of the Federal 
Theatre Chamber, which non- 
Aryans are regularly denied accord- 
ing to the first executive regulations 
of the Federal 
Bill. 

‘I therefore ask police authorities 
to be ad«‘sced to request the proof 
of union membership in all cases 
and if this proof cannot -be supplied, 
to impede further appearance? <I 
also advise cases where membership 
is proved to be reported to the 
president of the Reichs Theatre 
Chamber for investigation. 

‘I request stringent enforcement 
of my orcinance. It must not occur 
that the public resorts to self-de- 
fense aga'nst elements of which it 
already Lo_ieved itself to be free.’ 

This or-“'nance seconds the state- 
ment Dr. Coebbels made with re- 
gard to non-Aryans in German film 
production in his speech to the film 
crowd just one month ago. 


Will Shut Paris 
Cpsra If Govt 
Aid Is Stopped 





Paris, March 10. 

Paris Opera threatens to close 
and other state theatres are up.-in 
arms as a result of a move to cut 
down by 1,000,000 francs the 15,- 
000,000 france ($1,000,000) govern- 
ment subsidy which they share. 

Doumergue cabinet has been vot- 
ed power to cut items in the budget 
by executive decree, without the 
okay of parliament, and the Beaux- 
Arts department, which supervises 
theatres, is studying methods of 
saving money. 

Agreement under which Jacques 
Rouche took over management of 
the Opera: permits him to close it 
down if he sees he can’t make ends 
meet, and he says that he will do 
so if his subsidy is cut. Famous 
playhouse has been in a steady de- 
cline for years. 

Comedie Francaise was cut 10% 
last year, and the new scheme 
would slash it 6% more. Made 
money this year on ‘Coriolanus,’ but 
even that has been taken away 
from it. 

Odeon is having tough sledding, 
too. Opera Comique was closed 
last year before Gheusi took over, 
and it is doubtful if he will accept 
a cut. 

Move to cut comes just after 
theatres were jubilant because the 
Senate, in voting budgets, had left 
the subsidies intact. 





Varconi as Star 





London, March 10. 


Baron D’Erlanger has written a 
new piay titled ‘Fairy Step 
Brother,’ which has been acquired 


by Peggy Worth, who is negotiat- 
ing with D2ly’s theatre to produce 
around April 20. 

Victor Varconi already cast for 
lead, and negotiating with Clifford 
Mollison to play part. Title will be 
echanved to ‘The Beloved Idiot.’ 


Chauve-Souris, died here last week. 


originally, escaped to Paris during 
the revolution, and then 
member of the Chauve-Souris. 
was a contralto and sang many of 
Berlin, March 10. the 


roles in the other acts. 
permitted to play, 4s | ble 
United States with 


Hollywood offers. 


BRITAIN’S ABC WILL 


conference 
stage and screen people, made ar- 
rangemenis for a benefit at the Met- 
ropolitan Opera House, N.Y., Sun- 
day night, April 15. 
Culture Chamber/go to. aid 
America. 


ceremonies. 


| 
Sylvia Dianina Dead 
Cairo, March 10. 
Sylvia Dianina, one of the leading 
members of the original Balieff’s 
She was a Moscow Art Player 
became a 
She 


solo numbers in the Gypsy 
Night at Yards’ and played leading 
Heart trou- 
prevented her going to the 
3alieff on his 
she had some 


ast tour, although 


Her mother survives. 





POLD BENEFIT AT MET 


Assoziated British Charities, at 4 
last week attended by 





Proceeds’ will 
British subjects in 
Capt. Harold Auten, foreign film 
distributor, is chairman of the en- 
tertainment committee and Majer 


Edward Bowes will be master of 





Yacht Club Boys Okay 


London, March 10. 
Four Yacht Club Boys opened at 
Monseigneur restaurant, March 8, 
‘and scored splendidly. Eatery was 
despite counter attrac- 


loway played a one-night stand 
and jammed them to the doors. 
Boys, originally scheduled’ to 
double at Palladium, will go to the 
Holborn Empire instead, as with 
Cab Calloway in for four weeks, 
overhead is already high. 


W.SHAKESPEARE 
T00 HOT FOR 
PARIS 


Paris, March 10. 

After weeks of wrangling, Shake- 
speare's ‘Coriolanus’ has been labeled 
too hot for Paris by official decree. 
Showing is forbidden in any theatre. 
Reason is the cheers which arose 
in the Comedie Francaise when 
Shakespeare made the representa- 
tives of the people look ridiculous. 

Comedie Francaise had already 
taken the piece off voluntarily, to 
avoid censorship, but politicians 
were not satisfied with less than a 
formal ukase. 

Insiders say play will be bach 
when times quiet down completely, 
because French economy will not 
permit throwing away the fine new 
sets with which the Comedie Fran- 
caise ushered in the piece Jan. 1. 








Plays Abroad 


x 





THE GOLDEN TOY 


London, March 1. 

Romantic play by Carl Zuckmayer from 
an Indian legend, in 32 scenes. Presented 
by Sir Oswald Stoll at the Coliseum, Feb. 
28. Stage production by Ludwig Berger: 
musie by Schumann; English adaptation 
and lyrics by Dion Titheradge. Among 
over 200 performers the cast includes Peggy 
Ashcroft, Ion Swinley, Wilfrid Lawson. 
George Benson. Walter Glynne, Chevalier 
Bros. Leslie Holland, Nellie Wallace, Lu- 
pino Lane, George Hayes, Frank Cochrane, 
Thea Philips, Barney Lando, Ernest Thes- 
iger, Wendy Toye, Margaret Yarde, Joan 
Hallatt. Hartman Troupe. 





To attempt a full criticism on this 
show would be hopeless. Scenically 
and sartorially it beggars descrip- 
tion. Despite the gorgeous costum- 
ing, striking stage designs and pano- 
ramic change of scenes (32 of them), 
displayed on a concentric revolving 
stage, it is merely a naive fairy tale. 

Poetie in conception, it lacks the 
romance and color of ‘Kismet. May 
sound like a challenge to modern 
ideas of coloring, up-to-date light- 
ing and present day stage-craft 

Given the old Sanskrit play, ‘The 
Toy Cart,’ as a background, there 
was untold opportunity for oriental 
coloring. Instead of attaining that 
effect, however, the producer has 
presented a spectacle of German 
ponderosity. To augment this there 
is incidental orchestral accompani- 
ment in the form of excerpts from 
Schumann’s chamber music. 

Sir Oswald Stoll has apparently 
spared no expense in presenting the 
spectacle. He has given Ludwig 
Berger a free hand, with the result 
staggering massiveness. Cost a 
pretty penny, and the weekly pay- 
roll must be stupendous, what with 
such artists as Peggy Ashcroft, Wil- 
fred Lawson, Ernest Thesiger, Ion 
Swinley, Lupino Lane, Henry Hal- 
latt, Nellie Wallace and dozens of 
others, not to mention dancing 
maidens, singers and so on to the 
number of 200. 

Everybody was too busy with 
scenery, costuming and the pro- 
duction of spectacular effects to 
bether about such a little thing as 
comedy. Herein is the stumbling 
block. Chances of success for this 
pretentious production will be seri- 
ously minimized unless there is an 
immediate drastic injection of com- 
edy. Jolo. 


(INDIAN FILE) 
Paris, March 10. 
Three-act comedy by Albert Acremant 
and Max Daireaux, presented March 2 at 
| the Athenee, Paris. Incidental Inca music 
| by E. Stubbs du Perron. Dance supervised 
by Robert Quinault. Stage direction Rob- 


ert Clermont. Cast: LBoucot, Aime Clari- 


ond, Robert Clermont, Jean Gobet, Henri 
Ebstein, Henry Darbrey, Meaulle, Luis 
Mandarino, Szocatelli, Carasco Blanche 
Montel, Delia Col, Anette Doria, Suzy 


Lova, Alberte Wolf. 





Three un- 
Char- 


There's an idea here: 
usually loving couples, the 
nacs, Dumont-Vaillents and 
teuils, are captured by a uighly ed- 
ucated Inca chief while mountain 
climbing in the Andes. His idea of 
having a good time is to chain his 
prisoners in couples, putting each 
husband with another man's wife, 





d'As.- | 


to see what happens to their love. 
Ginette de Charnac, Whom he wants 
for himself, he leaves unchained. 
This situation, with lots of pos- 
sibilities, is developed‘a good first 
act, and from then on the authors 
get talky. Working out of the re- 
sults would have been okay if they 
had done it faster. Upshot of the 
plot is that all the women are un- 
faithful to their husbands except 
Ginette, who ‘finally succumbs also 
to influence of native dancing and 
to the renunciation of her own hus- 
band, whom the chief threatens with 
torture by turning him over to a 
colony of red ants if he does not 
give up all claim to his wife. 

Piece has interest as a study of 
love under picturesque circum- 
stances. Set for moderate local 
success and may do well abroad. 

Stern. 


L’Ecole des Contribuables 


(SCHOOL FOR TAXPAYERS) 
Paris, March 10. 

farce by Louis Verneuil and 

produced March 3 at the 


Three-act 
Georges Berr, 
Marigny, Paris. 
Gaston Valtier..... eccccccces Andre Luguet 
Emile Fromontel......e....Saturnin Fabre 
Raymond Giroux.......+....Pierre Stephen 


La Chapelaude..... ecccceees-sHenry Julien 
Finance Minieter......... Jacques Gretillat 
Pierre Serigny.........Jacques de Feraudy 
Alfred Menu..... 6000200000040 04040664 Gatlet 
MONO. cs cdccsee coos bnteewe Marc Derris 
Juliette Valtier.....eeee...-Huguette Dufios 
Betty Dorlange...... eecceccece Renee Rysor 





In the second Verneuil piece to 
open here in two weeks—this one in 
collaboration with Georges Berr— 
the veteran farce expert has almost 
got back to his old line. But not 
quite. - Straight old-fashioned farce, 
with standard trick situation and 
zags, no longer goes in Paris. In 
‘The Husband I Wanted,’ which 
opened last. week, Verneuil turned 
to sentiment to help, borrowing a 
trick from Bernstein. This time he 
turns to a matter of current inter- 
est—high taxes—to give his farce 
the extra fillip it needs, taking a leaf 
from Courteline’s book in hissman- 
ner of kidding French officialdom. 

Play gets lots of laughs—some on 
situation, some on lines, and some 
on the subject of avoiding the pay- 
ment of taxes, which is always 
funny to a Frenchman. Local as- 
pects of the latter are not an insur- 
mountable obstacle in the way of 
adaptation, although considerable 
liberties will have to be taken with 
the text to make it okay for America. 

Story is about a conscientious tax 
collector whose daughter is married 
to a clubman. Latter, running into 
debt, conceives the-idea of founding 
a school to teach people how to get 
out of paying taxes. School makes 
a big hit, gets the father-in-law in 
trouble and finally forces him to 
take a job with the son. A little 
love intrigue is added in which the 
stn almost loses his wife to the 
father’s handsome secretary. 














This is concocted into a _ fast 
French faree. There are enough 
gags. many of them easily trans- 


Jatable, to keep the audience on the 
go all evening. As usual in the case 
of Verneuil, it is a cinch Broadway 
possibility if fixed. 





Ferry Out as Dorchester Producer: 
Whitley Over to Rehearse N.T.G. Show 





London, March 10. 

Felix Ferry, who staged the last 
two shows at the Dorchester hotel, 
will not stage the next one. 

Originally’ intended for Ferry’s 
show currently at Monte Carlo to 
replace the ‘New York Midnight 
Follies,’ but after Clifford Whitley 
looked over the Monte Carlo show 
he decided it was not suitable for 
the Dorchester. 
Instead Whitley sails for Amer- 
ica on March 28, and will immedi- 
ately start rehearsing the N.T.G. 
Paradise show with Granlund. 
Company will sail for England, and 
arrive ready to open. Should ar- 
rive around April 28, with opening 
date scheduled for April 30. 

Current show closes last week in 
April, and will have run about 12 
weeks, making it an even bigger 
hit than its predecessor, consider- 
ing it has played twice nightly for 
about two months, whereas previ- 
ous show played once nightly. 





Masters’ Appointment 
Plenty of surprise over the ap- 
pointment of Harry Masters as 
booker for the John Southern cir- 
cuit. Masters was originally booker 
for the Gibbons’ circuit in 1924. 
Was retained in same position when 
Charles Gulliver became managing 
director of the circuit, renamed the 
London Theatres of Variety, and 
stayed with him for some years. 

Later he was transferred to the 
Hippodrome, Brighton, as manager. 
When circuit was bought out by 
General Theatres, Masters was out. 
Since then he has not done much 
and appointment came as big sur- 
prise to the trade. 





Garrick Bill 

Garrick theatre show, week of 
March 5, has two outstanding acts, 
both American standards. Walter 
and Paul Briant were last seen 
here some seven years ago. Since 
then act has been imitated many 
times, but their's is still the best. 
One of the Briants is made up as 
a tramp with immobile face that 
looks like a waxen figure. Plenty 
of comedy and good salesmanship 
Act is perfect for here. 

Young China is five youths that 
double themselves up into all sorts 
of shapes. Plenty of acrobatics, 
plate spinning and some stepping 
by one of the quintet. Eastern set- 


ting helps to give offering some 
realism. 
Remainder of bill is just ordi- 


nary, with second part taken up 
by the Old Timers. Southern is 
finding it difficult to dig up some 
of those has-beens, resulting in 
constant repetitions. And it is not 
an easy diet to have old faces 
dished up too regularly. Result 
has been a dropping off in grosses. 





Carroll and Dirt 

A couple of years or so ago, Syd- 
ney Carroll visited New York for 
half-a-dozen weeks, and on his re- 
turn addressed the Gallery First- 
nighters with the report that prac- 
tically all he found in the New 
York theatres was pornography, in- 
cest and similar delectable plots, 
which he considered terrible. 

Now Carroll presents at his Am- 
bassadors’ theatre a_ revival of 
Wycherley’s old English comedy, 
‘The Country Wife,’ the subject of 
which is that of a Machiavellian 
rake who returns from Paris and 
tells his male friends he met with 
an accident resulting in physical 
incapacity. Men promptly pass 
along the word and invite the rake 
to their homes, feeling sure their 
wives will be safe with him. Play 
goes on to visualize, as far as the 
law will permit, how the lad really 
gets busy at this point. 

All references to degeneracy are 
carefully deleted, but there are 
plenty of references to impotency, 
cuckoldism, ete. Carroll’s defense 
is that ‘The Country Wife’ is an 
old classic. 


Rodeo 
Tex Austin will conduct a world’s 
championship rodeo at White City 
June 9 to July 6, bringing over 100 
or more cowboys. 


June’s Reception 
June received an exuberant wel- 
come when she joined ‘Here's How’ 
at the Sayville March 5, replacing 
Lili Damita. 
It was a thankless task, as there 





is little for her to do—not even 





much dancing, which is her forte, 
Show has been tightened up some- 
what, but still remains just one 
of those things. 





Miss John’s Flop 


Rita John, former actress who 
came into a lot of dough, having 
inherited a big legacy, has regis- 
tered another flop in show produce 
ing racket. First was ‘Jolly Roger,’ 
which is said to have cost $100,000. 
This time it’s a revue, titled ‘Yours 
Sincerely.’ 

Show encountered trouble out of 
town, with Seymour Hicks resign- 
ing his part prior to the London 
opening. Billy Caryll replaced, and 
show folded after two weeks at 
Daly’s. Understood loss on show is 
somewhere about $40,000. 


Actress Voluntarily 
Tells French Court 
About Stavisky Mess 


Paris, March 10. 

Rita George, Viennese actress, 
gathered herself several hundred 
thousand francs’ worth of publicity 
by dashing to Paris last week to 
testify in the Stavisky, inquiry and 
then dashing right back to Vienna 
to continue rehearsals of ‘Just a 
Kiss, That's All,’ operetta. 

Arriving at the Gare de l’Est— 
escorted by a lawyer and a maid, 
Miss Georg grabbed all the news 
cameramen from the Spanish ex? 
royal family,. on the same train. 
She said she had asked to be heard 
then instead of a week later, so as 
not to interfere with the-opening 
of her show. 

Her -testimony, kept ‘secret, is 
said to concern the circumstances 








under which she was hired by 
Henri Hayotte, Stavisky aide, to 
play in ‘Deux Sous de Fleurs’ at 


the Empire, and how she got her 
French workers’ permit. ‘Together 
with Marianne Kupfer and Irene 
de Zilahy, she has been mentioned 
in vague newspaper stories of a 
spy plot, but all officials concerned 
deny this. 


JAPANESE SHOW FOLK 
EARN PLENTY OF YENS 


Tokyo, March 1. 

Show business is represented in 
Japanese government's listing of 
country’s highest-powered money 
makers for 1933. Ichizo Kobayashi, 
president of the Takaradzuka Opera 
Company as well as president of the 
Tokyo Electric Light Company, is 
chalking up 350,000 yen ($107,450) 
annually. Takejiro Otani, president 
of the Shochiku Theatrical Com- 
pany, is down for $55,250. 

Genjiro Nakamura, leading Ka- 
buki actor in Osaka, earns $30,700 
a year, while Kikuroro Onoye, 
Tokyo actor, clicks along to the 
tune of $21,500. Tokyo's ‘best’ ace 
tor, Utaemon Nakamura, is in poor 
health. and can play only two or 
three times a year, so he makes only 
$9,200 a year. He's trying to sell 
his town house for $92,000. 

Enjudayu, leading kiyomoto sing- 
er, is making $15,350, and Kosaburo 
Yoshibumi, top in the nagauta sing- 
ing field, collects $9,200. 


COWARD DESERTS OWN 
PLAY; TIRED OF ACTING 


London, March 10. 

Noel Coward will retire from the 
cast of his ‘Conversation Piece’ at 
His Majesty’s, after playing about 
six weeks. Never wanted the role 
and only jumped in at the eleventh 
hour when Romney Brent felt he 
could not do justice to it. 

Coward says he doesn’t care 
about acting any more and feels he 
can afford to curtail his public ap- 
pearances to suit his own whims or 
desires, 

His role in the piece will be taken 
by Pierre Fresnay, now appearing 
with the Compagnie des Quinze at 
the Golbe theatre. Fresnay is a 
Frenchman, but’ speaks’ perfect 
English. 











ae ee a a eee a 


— — 4 2a 


he 
Cr 


Sat 
the 
ing 


. 
ope 


Ye rI 
and 
at 1 
hal 


Cc 


K 
pan 
per! 
pole 
out 
best 
hou 

Sr 
was 
out 
ng 
if e: 

T 
its 
“on 
Was 








Wwe 


- =~ GS Fg rr YY Vw. Ve 


“Sa le 


aorwvw* "ss ewny FS 


- ww & few Se 9 Fs SS FO we 


ans Ss " F&F & 


~~ 2 i a we verde ww 


ee fF ens 








ee ded 





oh ere 


a 


“opens 


Tuesday, March 20, 1934 


REGIUTEMATE 


55 


$e 


VARIETY 








Non-Pro ‘Maedchen’ Heads Loop 


Legit List; “Alibi on Toboggan' 


Chicago, March 19. 

Best chances in the loop are those 
ef the independently produced 
*‘Maedchen in Uniform’ by Charles 
K. Freeman, who steps out of the 
amateur little theatre group to 
bring this piece to the boards. Play 
also served to introduce Shaindel 
Kalish to the public, a name that 
went up in lights on performance 
in the lead role. 

Rest of the loop is in a wail. “Ten 
Minute Alibi’ is starving brutally at 
the Selwyn on its $1.50 top run. 
Dive of this play has Shuberts so 
scared they’re running around giv- 
ing out stories that Chicago is shot. 
Has about killed their mammoth 
plans for musical stock at the 
Apollo and dramatic stock at the 
Harris. Show sticks three weeks 
at the Selwyn, according to its 
Equity guarantee following cut in 
east salaries. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Elizabeth Sleeps Out,’ Studebaker 
(C-1,250; $1.50) (9th week). Around 
$2,500 and will go until Easter when 
Horace Sistare figures on going into 
his ‘play of the month’ policy. 

‘Ten Minute Alibi,” Selwyn (D- 
1,040; $1.50) (4th week). Despite 
cut in scale, business has dropped 
on a toboggan. Under $3,000 now 
and little hope of pick-up. Shuberts 
talking of taking the show on a mid- 
west road tour and have offered the 
east three-quarters salary. 

‘The Curtain Rises,’ Cort (C-1,100; 
$2.20) (10th week). Going along 
with little difficulty at low over- 
head. Nearly $3,000 weekly and 
plenty for everybody concerned, 

Other Attractions 

‘Maedchen in Uniform,’ Black- 
stone. Charles K. Freeman estab- 
lishes himself as top director with 
this one. Business fine on excellent 
notices. 


LE GALLIENNE’S 
2D WK., $13,500 





Los Angeles, March 19. 

Eva LeGallienne Repertory Co. 
wound up two successful weeks at 
the Bitmore, garnering a sweet $13,- 
500 on the second stanza, which just 
about equaled first week’s take. 
House is dark until ‘Biography’ 
opens Easter Monday. 

Henry Duffy’s production of ‘Men 
in White’ at El Capitan, in its first 
week, is building strongly and ought 
to be good for four to six weeks. 
Take for the opening stanza was 
better than $5,000, which is oke. 

Hollywood Playhouse resumed ac- 
tivities Thursday (15) with a revival 
of Leon Gordon in ‘White Cargo.’ 
Biz disappointing, and first of two 
weeks’ run not likely to better $1,500. 


ONLY BOSTON LEGIT 
IS CUT-RATE ‘CROCUS’ 


Boston, Mareh 19. 
Almost a total eclipse for legit 
here this week. Only the Hollis is 
light, and with a holdover, ‘Autumn 
Crocus,’ with Rollo Peters and 
Mabel Taliaferro. Forty cent serv- 
ice pass idea is doing nicely for this 








spot; almost capacity biz, with 
profit on average gross of $4,000 
weekly. 


Shuberts announce a series of re- 
vivals of oldtime musical favorites, 
first to be ‘My Maryland,’ for the 
Shubert theatre, March 26. 

‘The Dark Tower’ will 
Hollis offering, starting April 2, 
with Jessie Royce Landis, Alex- 
ander Clark and Dorothy Vernon. 
Same week has Met grand opera at 
the Boston Opera House. Follow- 
ing week, ‘Her Master’s Voice’ re- 
the Colonial, with Roland 
Young and Laura Hope Crewes; 
and Monte Carlo Ballet Russe opens 
at the Boston Opera House for first 
half of the week. 


be the 


Cornell Gets $4.000 
In Two Shows, Lincoln 


Lincoln, March 19. 
Katharine Cornell repertory com- 
pany, after playing a mat and eve 
performance of ‘Barretts of Wim- 
pole Street’ in the Liberty here, went 
out of town with $4,000, which is the 





THREE FIRSTS CLICK 


in Hollywood Little Theatre 
Sold for Pix 





Trio 





Hollywood, March 19. 

Authors with first plays have reg- 
istered 100% at Lela E. Rogers’ 
Hollytown, a 100-seater. Three plays 
have been produced in the past few 
months and all have been purchased 
by pic companies. In each case the 
play was the author's first pro- 
duced and first to be caught for pix. 

Plays produced were ‘Funny Man’, 
by Albert M. Ottenheimer; ‘Even As 
Heathens’, by William Jefferson 
Parker, and ‘Let Who Will Be 
Clever,’ by Alden Nash. 


LAMBS’ GAMBOL 


(Continued from page 52) 


and Dave Sarnoff, radio execs, who 
were in the audience, good-nat- 
uredly telling them he was going 
to say what he really thought and 
felt for once and no sponsor could 
make him change his tunes. Sang 
a couple songs, ending up with 
‘Mammy’ to explosive results. 

Julius Tannen m.c.’d for a bit, 
replacing Shepherd Frank Crumit 
and introduced De Wolfe Hopper, 
who recited a couple of limericks. 
Tannen also auctioned off a paint- 
ing by Howard Chandler Christy 
which was bought by ‘Doc’ Taylor, 
the ‘Voice of Experience,’ for $900, 
and presented to the club. 

Phil Baker and his two stooges 
did their vaude act and the Glee 
Club of the Friendly Sons of St. 
Patrick, about 50 male voices, sang 
threesnumbers. Then another spe- 
cially prepared number, ‘Sweet- 
hearts of the Fold,’ conceived by 
Hassard Short with words and mu- 
sic by Irving Berlin. James Melton 
sang this number while from center 
stage the Harry Tierney Girl, the 
Sigmund Romberg girl, the Percy 
Wenrich girl, the George Gershwin 
girl, the Raymond Hubbell girl, the 
Jerome Kern girl, the Irving Berlin 
girl, the Victor Herbert girl, the 
George M, Cohan girl and the John 
Philip Sousa girl, made their ap- 
pearance in costume. Some of 
these appearances and costumes 
very funny, especially the last, 
while the biggest hand went to 
George M. Cohan who brought his 
own gal on, 

For a finale a half dozen famous 
songwriters were called on to do 
their stuff on the piano with a few 
songs, the audience joining in. Ap- 
pearing were Percy Wenrich, Gus 
Edwards, Jack Norworth, Harry von 
Tilzer, Harry Armstrong and Cohan. 
Armstrong’s entry was a particu- 
larly enthusiastic one, singing the 
entire verse of an untitled song be- 
fore anyone in the audience caught 
on to the fact it was ‘Sweet Ade- 
line.’ 

Show had to be cut down and 
rushed through because of the stage 
hands’ and union refusal to reject 
double-time for overtime after mid- 
night. 

Dancing followed the show and 
lasted on into the night. In the 
small lobby just ahead of the grand 
ballroom entry were several gag 
ferris wheel and other play gadgets, 
money raised on’ which also went 
into the Lambs’ Fund. Kauf. 


THE PERFUMED LADY 


Comedy in three acts, presented by Wee & 
Leventhal at Ambassador, March 12; writ- 
ten and staged by Harry Wagstaff Gribble; 
sets by Watson Barratt. 


Catherine Pellett.....cccoses: Helen Brooks 
SPONGE - TOU cess asececdces Ben Lackland 
eS Coecccccecs Thomas Bate 
Thora Donnelle..... ee---Marjorie Peterson 


...- Brian Donlevy 
Eva Mordecai.....eceeee+..Ollie Burgoyne 
Janice McNish....cccccccees+s-June Martel 
SEM OER so nck casnbaecess<énen Carl Johan 


Warren Pascal, 





This play is subtitled ‘A Little 
Affaire in Three Angles’, It’s even 
less than a little affair. It’s too 
little to mean anything. 

Very minor story is spread out 
thinly over three acts during which 
nothing much happens. Only thing 
in the play’s favor is that it has but 
eight characters and one set. Even 
so it probably won’t linger on 
Broadway. 

Has something vaguely to do with 
a boy who's engaged to marry a 
girl, but wants to play. around a 
bit. Gets a girl wo his apartment 
just as the other girl and her 
brother walk on. Brother is the 
boy's room-mate and very Puri- 
tanieal. A lot of excitement goes 





hest dough-poll dragged into this 
house for vears. on, but everything ends okay with 
Sealed at $2.75 top, the matinee |the boy getting his girl and the 
Was four-fifths capacity, with a sell- roommate getting the other girl. 
veut for the night. Two show veal- Brian Donlevy does pretty weil 
ing of the house ecalled for $4,600 | with the lead part and Ben Lack- 
if capacity. |land impresses nicely as the room- 
Town is roadshow conscious, bu mate. Marjorie Peterson and Jun: 
it’s hard to get a house. Only rea-| Martel do nice work with their as- 
son Liberty was available for this |signments and Carl Johan impresses 
Was because deal was made hefore | as having possibilities if ever cast 
the house was turned over to second in the right play. Ollie Burgoyne: 
‘Un films. “Green Pastures’ was the! «rets some laughs as a eolored maid 
Iv othe) how in this season. Kanf 


———— 





‘Shows in Rehearsal 


‘The Shining Hour’ “(Chi- 





cago company) (Shuberts), 
Booth. 
*Reunion in Vienna’ (Cana- 


dian company) (Colbourne and 
Jones), Guild. 

‘My Maryland’ (stock) (Shu- 
berts), Morosco. 

‘Moor Born’ (Bushar 
Tuerk), Playhouse. 

‘Furnished Rooms’ (Burg- 
land, Miller & Pasquier), 
Wentworth hotel. 

‘One More Honeymoon’ 
(Nicholson & Brown), Little. 

‘House of Remsen’ (Nicholas 
Sussian). 


and 








‘Goodbye Again’ (Wee & 
Leventhal) (road), Ambassa- 
dor. 





LEDERER SOCK 
$17,000, FRISCO 


San Francisco, March 19. 

Francis Lederer in ‘Autumn Cro- 
cus’ is the biggest draw a Frisco 
legit house has had in eons, and 
Homer Curran and Henry Duffy 
have had virtual sellouts since the 
capacity opening at the Curran this 
week. Looks to gross a very big 
$17,000 on the week, and due for a 
healthy run of probably four weeks 
or more. 

Lederer’s performance opening 
night drew ‘bravors,’ first time they 
have been heard in years; critics did 
a rave and so’did did the fems, who 
have been flocking ever since. 


C WA Shows 


(Continued from page 53) 
hood picture house managers, who 
claim the shows have affected at- 
tendances. CWA in New York es- 
timates that slightly more than 
1,000,000 persorts have witnessed the 
free shows, but declares its disbe- 
lief that it has affected the com- 
mercial theatre. 

Claimed at the free show head- 
quarters that 400 players have been 
aided by engagements in the gratis 
shows. Original setup called for 
putting 150 actors to work, indica- 
tions being that casts are now being 
rotated from the list of applicants, 
original total of which was 3,000. 

Frank Gillmore, in a statement 
refuting the opposition to the free 
shows, said: ‘As far as the profes- 
.sional theatre is concerned these 
performances are actually recruit- 
ing future audiences, investigators 
having ascertained that many per- 
sons who have seen the plays never 
had seen a legitimate performance 
previously. The shows are meeting 
with such enthusiastic receptions 
from children, their teachers and 
parents that plans are under way 
to extend them to other communi- 
ties. 

‘If these protests succeed in 
blocking that extension it will not 
only deprive many actors of an op- 
portunity to work, but it will de- 
prive these communities of a cul- 





tural experience and an aid to 
morale of which they are greatly 
in need.’ 


Seven Hits Approaching 6-Month Mark 
Dodsworth’ Drama Leader with$22,000 





Seven are approaching 
the six months’ mark on Broadway. 
It was this group which principally 
perked up the season. All are still 
turning a profit and some may last 
into the summer. But with one ex- 
ception, (‘As Thousands Cheer’) 
attendance has tapered and the de- 


suceesses 


mand now is for spring hits to 
enliven the going. 
Comparatively few clicks entered 


the list since the holidays, but it is 
hoped that fresh hits will develop 
from incoming shows between now 
and Easter Week. Several possj- 
bilities are opening out of town this 
week and the current premiere card 
of four new attractions is a change 
of pace from the weekly duos of 
the past month, two of the quartet 
rated having a chance. 

Last week ‘Fresh Faces’ at the 
Fulton drew the praise of the re- 
viewers, although it was a much 
better performance after the first 
night and should do fairly well. 
‘The Perfumed Lady’ drew notices 
of the reverse type at the Ambas- 
sador; it was announced to fold 
but is hanging on. ‘Yellow Jack,’ 
which was accorded a healthy men- 
tion, puzzles its sponsors because 
business is so spotty; it grossed 
around $9,000 the first full week. 

Dramatic standout of the winter 
is ‘Dodsworth,’ which went to $22,- 
000 last week, despite an off first 
three days traceable to the federal 
income tax date It leads its div!- 
sion and only three musicals are 
getting bigger money (‘Cheer,’ 
‘Follies’ and ‘Roberta’) Drama 
runners-up are ‘Mary of Scotland,’ 
$18,000, and ‘She Loves Me Not,’ 
$16,000, both still highly profitable. 

Next (Holy) week several shows 
are slated to lay off, but that is un- 
certain. Only two carded openings 
and both dated for Saturday night 
—One More Honeymoon,’ Littie 
(‘Broomsticks’ having withdrawn 
from that house last Wednesday 
(14) ), and ‘Furnished Rooms,’ the- 
atre to be announced. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Ah, Wilderness,’ Guild (25th 
week) (CD-914-$3.30). Cohan- 
O’Neill setup going along to sub- 
stantial business; again approxi- 
mated $11,000 last week. 

‘All the King’s Horses,’ Imperial 
(8th week) (M-1,468-$3.30). Perked 
up somewhat to arround $9,000; 
musical making grade at moderate 
pace; Bernard Granville replaced 
Harry Tighe. 

‘Another Love,’ Vanderbilt (1st 
week) (C-771-$2.75). Presented by 
Stiefel and Lewis; adapted from 
French by George Oppenheimer; 
also called ‘Etienne’ and ‘Beloved 
Rival’; opened Monday. 

‘As Thousands Cheer,’ Music Box 
(25th week) (R-1,000-$4.40). Ad- 
vance sale of $65,000; tickets being 
sold into June; capacity all shows 
with gross $26,500 and more. 

‘Big Hearted Herbert,’ Biltmore 
(12th week (C-991-$2.75). Indefi- 
nite; off lately, but better than $5,- 
000 and profitable; should run into 
May. 

‘Broomsticks,’ Little. Closed last 
Wednesday (14); played five weeks. 

‘Dodsworth,’ Shubert (4th week) 
(CD-1,387-$3.30). New dramatic 
leader aimed into summer; quickly 
climbed close to capacity, with the 
takings around $22,000. 

‘Follies,’ Winter Garden (12th 
week) (R-1,493-$4.40). About $27,- 
000 last week; dipped and some talk 
of touring next month, 

‘Gentlewoman,’ Cort (ist week) 





(C-1,059-$3.30). Presented by Group 








Philadelphia Wakes Up 


Forrest and Chestnut Relight—‘Tower’ with 
Sydney $6,500 





Philadelphia, March 19. 

Four legit houses open and 
lighted this week, three of them 
offering try-out attractions. That’s 
as much action as Philly has seen 
this seasOn and, what’s more, at 
least three of the four houses have 
plenty of bookings announced ahead. 
It looks as if the spring would 
bring at least a part of old-time 
legit prosperity here. 

‘Annina’ is the offering at the 
Forrest, playing one week only at 
$3 top. Theatre Guild winds up its 
subscription season at the Chestnut 
with ‘Races.’ Two weeks, as usual, 
listed at a $2.50 regular scale. 

As against these two newly- 
reopened UBO houses, Sam Nird- 
linger’s independently-operated Er- 
langer and Broad have ‘Wife Insur- 
ance’ and ‘The Dark Tower’ respec- 
tively. Former is a try-out with 
Basil Sidney, Kenneth McKenna and 
Ilka Chase. Latter opened last week 
and winds up the accustomed two 
weeks’ stay Saturday night (24). 
It hasn’t been as successful as some 
of the cut-rate attractions at these 
two houses. First week’s gross was 








hout $6,500. 
That looked good as compared to 


the pitiful attendance granted to 
Clayton Hamilton's fine revival of 
‘The Yellow Jacket’ which, with a 
$2 top at the Garrick, and no cut- 
rating or papering, couldn’t get 
$3,500 in its second and last week. 
Show folded Saturday night (17). 


‘Three and One’ reported about 
$6,000 in its second and last week 
at the Erlanger. 

Bookings include ‘Sweet Bells 


Jangled’ with Jane Cowl next week 
at the Forrest, to be followed by a 
return of the Monte Carlo Ballet 
Russe, this time for a full week. 
‘Wife Insurance,’ unlike most of the 
Erlanger - Broad bookings, stays 
only One week, with another new 
one—‘Every Thursday’ with Queenie 
Smith, following. Broad gets ‘Biog- 
raphy’ with Irene Purcell for a 
single week after ‘Dark Tower’ and 
then ‘The Green Bay Tree.” Mask 
and Wig’s show, ‘Easy Pickins’ 
opens at the Carrick on Saturday 
night (31), and plays there Easter 
week, 

Broad and 
plete list of 
Chestnut and 
thing bevond 


Erlanger have com- 
April bookings, but 
Forrest haven't any- 
Faster week 


| 





with D. A. 
Howard 


association 
Doran; written by John 
Lawson; opens Thursday (22). 

‘Her Master's Voice,’ Plymouth 
(22nd week) (C-1,042-$3.30). May 
tour after Easter; some profit at 
around $8,000, but better money ex- 
pected out of town. 

‘Mary of Scotland,’ Alvin (17th 
week) (D-1,387-$3.30). Off early 
last week, but closed strongly; ap- 
proximately $18,000, second best to 
new leader, ‘Dodsworth.’ 

‘Men in White,’ Broadhurst (26th 
week) (D-1,118-$2.75). Still in the 
money and can run out the season; 
estimated around $12,000 again; 
among best of season's dramas. 


‘New Faces,’ Fulton (2d week) 
(R-900-$3.30). Opened last Thursday 
(15) drawing excellent notices; 
should make grade. 

‘No More Ladies,’ 
week) (C-961-$2.75). 
edy getting class trade 
balcony support; slightly 
week at $10,500. 

‘Pure in Heart,’ Longacre (ist 
week) (C-1,019-$3.30). Premiere 
postponed from last week; opens 
tonight (20). 

‘Pursuit of Happiness,’ Avon 
(24th week) (C-830-$2.75). Longer 
the run, higher the price for picture 
rights; top money applies late in 
May; estimated at $5,000. 


‘Roberta,’ New Amsterdam (18th 
week) (M-1,717-$3.30). Film firms 
again bidding for rights; good 
profits on operation too; last week 
again about $24,000. 


‘Sailor Beware,’ Lyceum (26th 
week) (C-923-$3.30). Ali quiet back 
stage with salary cut row settled; 
cast paid in full last week when 
takings reached or bettered $9,000. 

‘She Loves Me Not,’ 46th St. (22nd 
week) (C-1,413-$3.30). Average bet- 
ter than $20,000 but past weeks off 
and the takings approximated $16,- 
000; plenty profitable at pace. 

‘Sing and Whistle,’ Forrest (6th 
week) (C-1,075-$2.75). Cut rate 
guarantee appears working okay 
both ways; moved here last week 
with takings around $3,500; four 
person show. 

‘The Perfumed Lady,’ Ambassador 
(2nd week) (C-1,156-$3.30). An- 
nounced off Saturday but decided 
to continue; notices not favorable; 
first week estimated around $3,000. 

‘The Shattered Lamp,’ Elliott, (1st 
week) (O-1,864-$2.75). Presented 
by Hyman Adler; written by Leslie 
Reade; Nazi drama first played in 
London; several previous titles, in- 
cluding ‘Attention’; opens Wednes- 
day (21). 

‘The Shining Hour,’ Booth (6th 
week) (D-708-$3.30). Looks’ set 
through spring; strong agency call 
indicates class trade; holds steadily 
to $11,000 pace, 

‘The Wind and the Rain,’ Ritz 
(8th week) (D-918-$3.30). Also an 
import from London but compara- 
tively mild; averaging $4,500 with 
cut rate support. 

‘They Shall Not Die,’ Royale (5th 
week) (D-900-$3.30). Propoganda 
play likely to continue beyond sub- 
scription period; attendance neav- 
iest upstairs; bettered $10,000 last 
week. i 

‘Tobacco Road,’ 48th St. (16th 
week) (D-969-$3.30). Pace has in- 
creased to $9,000 and should stick 
into summer; making good profit 
after weak first month. 

‘Yellow Jack,’ Martin Beck (8rd 
week) (D-1,214-$2.75). Very spotty; 
some performances well attended, 
others weak; mostly lower floor; up 
somewhat at $9,000. 

Other Attractions _ 

‘The Orunkard,’ American Music 
Hall; revival with free beer. 

‘Wrong Number,’ Provincetown 
Playhouse; just a Village show. 

‘Ballet Russe,’ St. James; final 
week for repeat. 


Engagements 


Wm. Philbrick, Alice 
Geo. Pembroke, Chas, 
‘One More Honeymoon’. 

Grace Francis, ‘Moor Born’, 

William Williams, ‘Races’. 

Luella Gear, ‘The Family Album’, 

Junior Durkin, ‘30,000 To Go’ 
(Hollytown), Hollywood. 


Theatre in 


Morosco (9th 

Smart com- 
and good 
up last 








Fleming, 
Harrison, 




















MGM STUDIOS 





CULVER CITY. CALIF. 
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Gov't. Aid for Authors | Golden Gloves Builds News 


Just how many copies of the Nev 
York News are sold through the 





FERS eee 


é 


Federal funds in aid of authors— 
playwrights, novelists, short story | 
writers and others—has been vir- | 
tually agreed on, following a confer- 


ence in Washington when spokes- | American News Co., Inc. 
men for the eceragenw cages of Fiction 
ric: -onvinced recovery officias . 
- iti hale the country ‘Anthony Adverse’ ($3.00) ...cccccccccccccscccccres sy Hervey Allen 
a in aed of aan : ‘Modern Tragedy’ ($2.50) .w.ccccrcccee a es By Phyllis Bentley 
pags Bona as ro PR calls for devot- ‘State Versus Elinor Norton’ ($2.00) ..By Mary Roberts Rinehart 
ing $500,000 to this purpose. It is ‘I Went to Pit College’ ($2.50)...... coveeeees+-By Lauren Gilfillan 
proposed to engage not less than ‘Village Tale’ CEROY x cecentedes teseeeeesoceees +. BY Phil Stong 
"Work of Ast’. (G0.00) <ccedéessese bonuses eeoeseees- BY Sinclair Lewis 


250, nor more than 500, writers at 
one time, each to be paid $25 weekly 
for 10 weeks for a special type of 
authorship. Indications are that 
this group will be retained for simi- 
lar 10 week periods or new groups 
formed, since the amount of money 
to be devoted to writers exceeds that 


‘Life Begins at Forty’ ($1.50) 
‘Native’s Return’ ($2.75) 
‘Brazilian Adventure’ ($2.75) 


‘While Rome Burns’ ($2.75) . 
‘Ulysses’ ($3.50) 





| Best Sellers for the week kending March 17, as reported by the 


Non-Fiction 


‘100,000,000 Guinea Pigs’ ($2.00) By Arthur Kallet and F. J. Schlink 


seeeeee+ By Walter B, Pitkin 
-By Louis Adamic 
By Peier Fleming 


eseee 


«eee By Alexander Woollcott 
By James Joyce 








required for 500 over a 10 week 
period. 

Authors League is to administer 
the plan but has assured Washing- 
ton that the aid work will not be 
confined to the League’s member- 
ship. Each author will be required 
to write stories native to the locality 
in which he resides, yarns which are 
expected to include and reflect the 
folk lore of all sections of the coun- 
try. It is hoped thereby to obtain 
a true picture of native America. 

Estimated that in 10 weeks each 
writer will approximate 25,000 
words. Stories are to become gov- 
ernment property and will be filed 
in the Congressional Liberty, there 
to be examined and digested for 
possible publication in part—or in 
whole. At this time it is not ex- 
pected that any such writings will 
be of a commercial value, but if so, 
would be disposed of by the govern- 
ment. 

There will be three zones, writers 
to be chosen after application and 
not altogether dependent on density 
of population but more on the neces- 
sity of the various applicants. A 
line bounding the southern side of 
Pennsylvania will be carried across 
the country, defining the general 
zone. States to the north and east 
will constitute zone one; states west 
of Pennsylvania and north of the 
line will be zone two and the bal- 
ance of the country will be in zone 
three. 

League leaders feel they have se- 
cured a hearty concession from 
Washington in bringing the au- 
thors within the scope of the gen- 
eral Recovery aid project, mostly 
encompassed by the Civil Works 
Administration, especially in light 
of plans to greatly reduce such 
activities, 

Pressure on the —eague by writ- 
ers who are suffering from the de- 
pression has been the most arduous 
since the organization was formed. 
Authors relief is somewhat along 
the lines of that accorded actors 
but plans call for aiding more writ- 
ers than the present set-up for legit 
players. However, the writer's fed- 
eral relicf plan covers the country, 
whereas to date relief for actors 
has been centered in New York. 


New A. P. Service for Yokels 


Associated Press has established 
new service in Washington. 
Two men have been appointed 
to cover each state of the Union 
on what is called regional news. 
Instructions for these lads are to 
cover small items for each state 
they’re assigned to, stories being 
such as might be good in Podunk, 
but no use whatever in Squeedunk. 
By giving some of the men 
several states, when states are 
small, it takes only 62 men to 
cover the country. Even the small- 
est states, however, get two men 
for double-check purposes. 

These news items don’t go out 
on the main trunk wires, but are 
sent through what is called the 
duplex, not interfering with or 
clogging up regular news channels. 


a 





Mrs. Hersey May Add Fiction 
With her discharge from bank- 
ruptcy, Merle W. Hersey going 
ahead with plans for an extension 
of her mag publishing activities. 
Mrs. Hersey recently broke away 
from Harry Donenfeld, taking with 
her the revived Police Gazette and 
a couple of sexy pulps. Now ex- 
pects to add a couple of general 
fiction mags to her holdings, 
Harold Hersey was involved in 
bankruptcy proceedings recently 
via Citerion Magazines, which re- 
presented a comeback effort for 
Hersey in the publishing field. No 
business connections between the 
two Herseys. 





Hub Court Bans Yarn 

Boston Herald bought the life 
story of Norma Millen, young wife 
of one of the Millen brothers ac- 
cused of bank robbery and murder 
in Massachusetts, but the court pro- 
hibited its publication in the tab 
on the grounds that the revelations 
might tend to influence a jury not 
yet chosen. Judge asked her at- 
torney whether he participated in 
the payment by the Herald, but he 
refused to reply on the grounds that 
it might incriminate him. 

Millen girl's story, however, is 
appearing in the New York Mirror. 
Latter, though, has made no at- 
tempt to boost its Boston circula- 
tion because of the association be- 
tween the two tabs, 





Gauging Foreign Writers 


Books by foreign scribblers will 
make up a bigger part of the book 





lists of American book houses than 


Wash. Leg-men Train Commuters 


Gannett’s Speeches 

Publishers of dailies usually rely 
on signed editorials to get before 
the public their views on various 
questions. However, Frank E, Gan- 
nett, head of a string of dailies in 
upstate New York, New Jersey, 
Connecticut and Illinois, is supple- 
menting his press campaigns with 
speeches before civic organizations 
and public bodies. 

In recent months Gannett has de- 
livered scores of talks, principally 
on the monetary policy of the 
Roosevelt administration and on the 
two percent sales tax bill intro- 
duced in the N. Y. State Legislature. 
Gannett carried his fight against the 
lattor proposal to a legislative com- 
mittee last week, making a speech 
at a hearing. 

His papers print his orations ver- 
batim. 





Mirror Sees Mrs. Coll 


After some delay and consider- 
able maneuvering, King Features 
won permission for one of its re- 
porters to interview Lottie Coll, 
sentenced to Bedford Reformatory 
for first-degree, confessed man- 
slaughter. 

After buying her life story the 
syndicate was informed that no 
visitors were permitted, the ban be- 
ing blamed on the Dillinger escape. 
Last week, however, a Supreme 
Court justice in Westchester signed 
an order on the prison allowing a 
reporter from the syndicate to see 
the prisoner on three successive 
days. 





Chi H&E Shakeup 


One of those inevitable shake-ups 
hit the morning Hearst rag in Chi- 
cago, the Herald & Examiner, and 
took the desks away from several 
writers. Most important to get the 
ozone was Sis Wilner, who, as Dor- 
othy Dearborn, had built up the 
most widely read theatrical gossip 
column in the city. 

Others out included Mrs. Samuel 
Chase, who wrote society column 
in the Sunday Herald & Examiner 
under the heading of ‘Did You 
Know?’ and Eden Wright, who 
handled furniture column. The 
fashion department columns were 


interest aroused by the tab’s Golden 
Gloves amateur boxing shows is not 
known, but newspapermen agree 
that the tournaments constitute one 
of the best of promotional stunts. 
Paul Gallico, News sports editor 
and columnist, is credited with the 
Golden Gloves success. 


Finals at Madison Square Garden 
last week again packed the house, 
with a goodly percentage of ring- 
siders in evening dress. Chicago 
too has similar events under the 
auspices of the Tribune, parent 
paper of the News. 


Inter-city contest to be staged 
here at the Garden next Wednesday 
(28) will climax the Golden Gloves 
for the season. 


The finals are staged like shows, 
competitors in satin robes and 
trunks entering the darkened ring 
to trumpet fanfare, then spotlighted 
while being introduced. 





Chatter 


Amon G. Carter, publisher of the 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram, and 
Mrs. Carter are vacationing in Los 
Angeles, 

Ted Le Berthon back on the L, A. 
Herald-Express., 

Walter Fleischmann has deserted 
the newspaper biz by joining Nor- 
man D. Waters, ad concern, He'll 
handle exploitation tieups. 


Jimmy Cannon out of the Wash- 
ington I.N.S. bureau and back in 
New York, 

All newspapermen in New York 
who ever worked in Paris are being 
rounded up for a get to-gether din- 
ner Thursday (22) at the Old Chel- 
sea restaurant. 

Bennett Cerf, head of Random 
House, and Harold Guinzburg, pres- 
ident of Viking Press, are going to 
Europe together for a two-month 
tour which will take in most of the 
continent. 

Saturday Evening Post is getting 
a serialization on Gus Edwards. 

Third edition for Vicki Baum’s 
‘Fallen Star’. 

‘Where the Ghetto Ends’ is the 
new title for Leo Dennen’s book on 
Jews in Russia. 

Is Heywood Broun getting credit 
for the stuff he’s been sending in 
from Florida? 

All the Rineharts, except Stanley, 
engaged in Florida fishing. 

Eric Linklater wintering in Italy 
and won’t come over here until its 
considerably warmer. 

Siegfried Sassoon married. 

Florence Brobeck the new editor 
of Woman’s World. 

Helen Grace Carlisle back from 
Bermuda. 

Ralph Bordosi in from Dayton, 
Ohio, and explaining homesteading 
as practiced out there. 

Octavus Roy Cohen in town a 
while before returning to Bum- 
min’am. 

Something went wrong with the 
expose of West Point, which Rob- 
ert Wohlforth was writing for 
King, and it won’t see publication 
for a time. 


Hitlér Terror 

There’s a belief that current life 
cannot be dramatized on stage or 
in fiction because too close to home, 
Lion Feuchtwanger seems to dise 
prove this theory in ‘The Opper- 
mans’ (Viking, $2.50), a strong book 
on Germany as it is today. 

It’s a novel of a German family 
just prior to, during and immedie 
ately after the Hitler conflagration. 
Seems a dangerous subject for a 
writer as important as Feuchtwan- 
ger to tackle so soon, but he’s made 
this book even stronger and more 


powerful than ‘Jew  Suss.’ It 
breathes authenticity and the 
story brands itself into the brain 
of the reader. The cruelty 


and terror of the Nazi regime that 
Feuchtwanger relates are almost 
unbelievable, or would be unbeliev- 
able if they didn’t come from the 
pen of a writer as important as he, 

Book will go quickly and de- 
servedly into the best-seller lists 
throughout the country. 





Another Train Murder 

Too bad there’ve been so many 
mystery and other films located on 
trains. If there hadn’t been Agatha 
Christie’s latest, ‘Murder on the 
Calais Coach’ (Dodd-Mead, $2.00), 
would make a good picture. 

Miss Christie, a fine mystery yarn 
spinner, has a new idea in this book, 
The explanation of the crime is on 
an absolutely new tangent and a 
swell one. Book will sell well. It 
might be worth while to move the 
murder off a train and into a coun- 
try house, or something of that sort, 
to use that solution of hers in a 
film, 





Village Erotica 

Phil Stong holds to Iowa for his 
third novel, ‘Village Tale’ (Har- 
court, Brace & Co. $2), but it’s de- 
sire under the tall corn instead of 
under the elms this time. The lit- 
tle village of Brunswick develops 
the same amative impulses as big 
cities, but the affairs are more open 
to inspection because of the smalle 
ness of the community. The cheate 
ing and affairs are clearly exposed, 
but too well written to be classed 
with the ordinary ‘hot’ novel. 

Slaughter Somerville’s love for 
Sybil Jamieson, wife of his would- 
be rival for social supremacy, is 
the background of minor affairs, 
with a delightfully drawn character 
of the village wild woman of a by- 
gone day. Also some strongly set 
minor characters, many of whom 
are on the loose in an engaging 
fashion. 





Good Women 

Rex Beach’s ‘Masked Women’ 
(Farrar & Rinehart: $2) is a come 
pilation of six short stories which 
have been published in magazines, 
and loos "y knit into continuity. 

The best story is the lead, ‘Seven 
Devils,’ the history. of Thirteena 
Lierce, who abandons fortune telling 
and phrenology for the more profit- 
able work of an evanlgelist. This 
should make a corking good motion 
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ever before, it is indicated by recent given less space. 


activity. Practically every one of 


Eugene Cunningham, El Paso 


scribbler, flew in. 


picture. Of a different calibre is 
‘The Slander Girl,’ the story of a 


Reporters in Washington are an- 
noyed at the street car companies. 








the leading publishing concerns has 
sent a representative over to pick up 
all new foreign literature that looks 
promising. 

Three got back within one week, 


According to a new plan in the 
Capital, anyone who wishes can 
buy trolley-line commutation tickets 
for $1.25 a week. They allow for 
as much usage by one person as 


Thayer Hobson, head of Morrow, desired, with no limitations. 
J. Jefferson Jones, of Lippincott, Newspaper offices and press 
and Eugene F. Saxton, of Harper's. | pyreaus immediately bought the 


They returned with arms loaded. 
James Henle, president of the Van- 


tickets for all lezg-men and eliminat- 
ed main excuse for expense ac- 





guard Press, still in London scoop- | counts. 
ing up scripts. 
Majority of the stuff brought back ‘Lord’ Heavily Syndicated 


is by Br-tish scribblers. Charles Dickens’ book, ‘The Life 
of Our Lord’ is now being serialized 
in 206 papers, with new orders still 
coming in. 

Meantime Simon & Schuster can’t 
make up its mind on how many 
copies to print on the first edition 
of the book, coming out May 15. 
Figure will probably be 50,000. 





United Bought At Auction 


Philadelphia interests understood 
to be behind the purchase of the 
United Publishers Corp, one of the 
biggest trade-paper publishing con- 
cerns in the country. The control- 
ing stock of United went on the 








Idle Writers Register 
Mass Registration was held by 
the Unemployed Writers Associa- 
tion yesterday (19) at the National 
Re-employment Service. 


Idea is to impress the authorities 
with how many unemployed scrib- 
blers there are. 

Group has made several efforts 
to get CWA money awarded them. 
Col. De Lamater, head of CWA 
activities in New York, forwarded 
their requests and _ projects to 
Washington. 

Group will hold a mass meeting 
at Greenwich House, in the Village, 
March 27, 





Hearst Dailies Cop War Pix 
Chicago Tribune has war-picture 


A. P. Herbert no‘ like title, ‘Unholy 
Matrimony’, and changed it to ‘Holy 
Deadlock’ just before the book went 
to press. 

Kate Mary Bruce is a niece of 
Somerset Maugham, 

Jere Mangione the latest addition 
to the editorial staff of McBride's. 

Columbia University library has 
thrown out all of Erskine Caldwell’s 
obscenes. 

Dorothy Hope to London. 

Van Wyck Mason contacted seven 
Embassies in Washington for details 
for a new mystery yarn he’s writ- 
ing. It’s one of those international 
armament things and Mason wanted 
to make sure. 

Alex Woollcott got into quite an 
argument by telling radio listeners 








two weeks ago that Somerset 
Maugham used the word ‘infer’ when 





woman who goes hi-hat when she 
marries a millionaire, and ‘Frisce 
Belle,’ the history of a pair of cheat- 
ers. ‘The Tin Crown’ is the lyric of 
a Tin Pan Alley two-timer, with 
‘Fourth Offense’ a distinctly differe 
ent story of a glorified showgirl. 
The last yarn, ‘Fox Fire,’ is the most 
imaginative. In this a carnival girl 
becomes the nemesis of her father’s 
murderers. 
Plenty of variety and expert telle 
ing make this a thoroughly reade 
able volume. 
Behrman’s Plays 
From yaudeville actor to reporter,” 
to press agent to playwright, S. N. 
Behgman has led a varied and 
colorful life. Examination of Behr- 
man’s plays in printed form shows 
him to be a better writer of mod- 





block the other day ancé the nominal SC aS di worry. Is running a series in the he meant ‘imply’, Maugham didn’t | ern-day sophisticated language than 
urchaser was John Blair Moff Gre Sxpanens Sunday roto section, but the Ex- | jj, cs how W rl aue 
Pp 1 air Moffat, . shank alt he blisher : . like it and asks how Woollcott knew | suspected. 
- attorney «atest of the publishers to expand | aminer and the American are print- |. ; vias ee 9 ; . 
a:.a rney. with the improvement in the book |t aa 2 1 : , what he (Maugham) wanted to say. Three Plays’ (Farrar & Rine- 
United publishes a l.c.st of mags, bis is Bensiger Brothers Hithert fom ho aac lots several days be- Tom Fay, former newsman on|hart, $2.50) consists of ‘Serena 
including Hardware Age, Iron Age, limiting ste Seatunse ron Seiden” cas ore the frib reaches the stands. |New York Daily News, has joined | Blandish,’ ‘Meteor’ and ‘The Second 
and Boot & Shoe Recorder. ‘idlenn tesla tad Sioceadiline a? Attempts to prevent copies of the | the staff of Los Angeles Examiner |Man.’ First of these was produced 
, : is é > 2s, 2 , . P : 
Radtesid iva eiiicdk niin testes, co roto section from getting out before | Jay Darling, political cartoonist | by Jed Harris, other two by the 
Mat. A Beck in 4. Y lade tite, ‘Sader Ge eee ~A publication day have proven un-/on a Des Moines sheet, given spot|‘lheatre Guild. All were good 
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Pearse of news, but figures it China Press. Accompanying him is Gene says that Shaw knows more ‘Ulysses,’ but played for laughs. Collier, Hug? Sinclair, A. E. Mat- 
should also be on the spot. Ali|/Charles Daggett, who was on the/about boxing than anyone else in Frank Scully crying ‘framed!’|thews and Julia Hoyt. Strong 


desk and news :nen in New York 
are French linguists. 


news staff of the Los Angeles Times 
and the Illustrated Daily News. 





the literaty racket, second being 





William Hazlitt 





because his ‘More Fun in Bed’ hit 
all best-seller Hsts but Variery’s. 


casts those, but the plays are there 





even without them. 
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Going Places 


. By Cecelia Ager 





Arliss’ Heroines 


Treading delicately but firmly 
across the pitfalls of vacuity and 
blah into which the majority of 
George Arliss heroines stumble 
while bent on registering the 100% 
girlish innocence common to the 
lot, Loretta Young establishes a 
precedent in “The House of Roths- 
child’ that’s going to revolutionize 
the whole field of considering Mr. 
Arliss a sweetly foxy grandpa, or 
in other words, the whole Arliss 
leading lady business. 

It is not necessary, Miss Young 
shows, to be a dope in order to be- 
lieve Mr. Arliss is quaint but lov- 
able. A girl may have spirit, per- 
gonality, even intelligence, and 
still adore him. Her essential vir- 
tue need not deny her the po- 
tentialities for enterprise; goodness, 
Miss Young explains, doesn’t al- 
ways result from laziness, nor from 
dullness either, 

And Miss Young’. feat is all the 
more remarkable for the fact that 
her role is standard. It’s what she 
herself gives it that distinguishes 
it from her forerunners, Miss 
Young is growing up. She has, in 
‘The House of Rothschild,’ great 
hunks of the gentle dignity that Mr. 
Arliss, as Nathan Rothschild, so 
much admires. True, she takes part 
in some very un-Napoleonic era 
clinches, but that’s for Hollywood 
and sex. 

Helen Westley barks like Helen 
Westley and has everybody liking 
her, liking her so much, in fact, 
that she becomes a menace to 
everybody’s liking Mr. Arliss best. 
Florence Arliss, however, is un- 
flinching in her loyalties. 





The Most Beautiful 


The Most Beautiful Girls in the 
World, at least so described by a 
mysterious but very earnest voice 
issuing from a loudspeaker on the 
stage of the Paramount, may be 
geen in the ‘Earl Carroll Beauty 
Parade,’ boy, and how. 


So much of one girl may be seen, 
in truth, that the customers get 
struck dumb at just the moment 
when it would have been sweet of 
them to express with some sort of 
demonstration their appreciation 
for Mr. Carroll’s self-possessed Art 
Studies. But, the nice people, 
they’ve been taken unawares. They 
would never have believed, after 
watching the Most Beautiful—re- 
cumbent on a black velvet stair- 
case, waving white feather fans, 
white knees, legs and thighs, and 
wearing only the essential sequins 
-—that there should arise from their 
midst like Venus from the sea a 
maid in a little less than the nice 
people had come to believe really 
were the essential sequins. 


Small wonder they were stunned. 
They had heard, the credulous 
souls, of the hullabaloo that greeted 
Miss Sally Rand’s playful perform- 
ance at the same house. 


Mr. Carroll, it is comforting to 
note, takes the best care of his 
Most Beautiful. He will not per- 
mit them to wear their lovely selves 
out. If they must be animate, they 
shall lure with a minimum of ef- 
fort. They open seated for a hand 
drill, in glistening leotards accented 
with orange velvet blossoms and 
orange velvet gloves. The certain 
languor that marks their move- 
ments is no more than right. Four 
times a day they hear it boomed 
about of themselves that they are 
the Most Beautiful, and with a title 
like that, they should be indolent. 


So they rest again during their 
fan number, so that when they have 
to close the show—strolling about 
in white chiffon transparencies, 
with bunches of grapes attached to 
their wrists and hair, holding neon 
tubes in their hands which make a 
terribly machine age maypole—they 
are ready for that arduous pedes- 
trian task, The Most Beautiful 
may be beautiful, but they’re no 
fools. 

Also in Mr. Carroll’s Beauty Pa- 
rade is little Una Villon, who, in a 
vermillion velvet sheath tosses a 
neatly defined, show-offish derriere, 
and Naomi Ray, buxom lass who 
works vigorously for too often re- 
luctant laughs. 





Leotards and Wolfhounds 

It is Alice Faye’s chief duty in 
George White's ‘Scandals’ to look 
up at Rudy Vallee modestly in- 
credulous but deserving whilst he 
croons out at her a barrage of hit 
thoughts and melodies. Miss Faye 
fulfills her assignment with re- 
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Did You Know That— Among the Women 
} . 
Arline Wingate, now a sculp- By The Skirt 
tress, is doing a head of | 
cal adoration with neither too much Harpo Marx....Ona Munson’s 
complacence nor too little interest. in town again....Zelma O'Neill The Best Dressed Woman of the Week: 
If anybody’s going to be self-con- || lives in London now....A story POLLY MORAN 
scious about a highly publicized | of Dorothy Fields’ life is being (Capitol) 
situation, it won't be pretty little, | written for Collier’s by Adela 
wide-eyed Miss Faye. || Rogers St. Johns....They do a t the Capitel 
Miss Faye is sitting pretty any- say that Mary Pickford is going | tig riding ii 
. . ‘ Pt: P The Capitol this week with Jimmy Durante, Lou Holtz and Polly 
way. aS sw - s s eee ' , : 
hee nl arin dacs tae ter Bol ce ng tony ae ongee nest Ne | Moran will do plenty. The entire staff is on the stage for the finale. 
sNae ‘ “Ste OF» Z ‘ i This comes about through Jimmy doing his specialty with the girls 


which gets the picture off to such 
a good start—people keep hoping 
that she’s going to sing another. 
She doesn’t, not until she answers 
in duet to the charge of ‘Sweet 
and Simple,’ but what’s important 
is that people keep hoping. That’s 
a sweet state of mind to get an 
audience in, in a gal’s first picture. 

Miss Faye ias poise and natural- 
ness and she sizzles: not such a 
memorable face, but an outstanding 
figure. Her costumes very nearly 
conceal it with their lush, fancy 
dctail, but luckily there were some 
leotards, and a plain sunbonnet sue 


the legendary charm of farmers’ 
daughters, 

Dixie Dunbar has all the folks 
liking her too, for her pertness 


and youth and good disposition. 
She wears a dark polka dotted taf- 
feta frock, its silhouette interesting 
for front skirt flair and ruffled bulk 
across the _ shoulders. Adrienne 
Ames’ black velvet evening coat 
over a white beaded sheath has 
thought up some more ways to use 
silver fox—wrap it around the skirt 
of the dress, then let it meet the 
fox banding the coat, That makes 
twice as much fox as usual. 

Gertrude Michael gives out cryptic 
looks as a sobbie on the scent for 
a story, but loosens up once she’s 
found it. 

The chorus is at one time dressed 
in velvet fitted and closely draped 
sheaths, with layers of white fox 
around their necks, and out of the 
white fox shoot sprays of black 
bird of paradise. At one and the 
same time, each girl leads a white 
Russian -volfhound. Tremendous. 





Two Kinds of Women 


Amazing,’ the miscellany that 
Sylvia Sidney—a virtuous, therefore 
stranded, chorus girl in ‘Good 
Dame’—totes with her in one small 
black suit case. Everything it takes 
to land a mugg. Needles and pins, 
an iron, darning wool and a darning 
egg, buttons for shirts—all these 
besides her wardrobe lurk in one 
little — extraordinarily lightweight 
when she carries it—black bag. 

Miss Sidney, who adores to sit 
around in hotel bedrooms and talk, 
just talk, has discovered that by 
pulling a button off a man’s coat 
she can sew it back on again, which 
makes a touching picture, and be- 
sides, there she is with a needle in 
her hand just in case. Miss Sidney 
also washes out’ gents’ shirts, 
presses them, wants to cook break- 
fast and seizes stray socks to ap- 
pease her passion for mending. 
‘Good Dame’ believes in the allure 
of the household arts. 

It would have been just as well 

if Miss Sidney hadn’t put another 
dress in that black bag, too, for it 
happens to be a dress with a deep 
cape collar and sleeves full gathered 
just below the elbow—more dress 
than little Miss Sidney should bear. 
Particularly since she’d made such 
a good impression in her first cos- 
tume, a neat young black suit with 
crisp white frills around its 
U-shaped neckline, a tailored white 
blouse, and a very becoming black 
tam pulled gaily over one ear—the 
most fetching headgear of Miss Sid- 
ney’s picture career. She’s looking 
like a baby-faced potential Mag- 
dalen as usual, warm with provoca- 
tive and sympathetic appeal. 
Noel Francis, not such a good 
dame, is loved and left as she de- 
serves, since ‘Good Dame’ is com- 
fortably old-fashioned about the re- 
spective fates of womanhood’s two 
kinds of women. 





The Weaker Sex 


The Palace presents Jari, Renee 
and Vic this week, three steel- 
muscled young ladies whose airily 
demonstrated athletic prowess, 
while praiseworthy in the extreme, 
somehow makes one think more 
fondly of the helpless clinging vines. 
These young ladies—in white rhine- 
stone studded trunks and bras, two 
of them adding tiny fringed skirts 
made of satin strips—scorn to do 
their tricks on sissy regulation 
mounted rings and trapeze. They’d 
far rather offer their necks as 
mountings and hang from their 
knees. Still better, one girl fancies 





markable aplomb, meeting his lyri- 


hanging from the top bar by her 


farmer girl frock whose fit explains | 








Brock Pemberton, Mar- 
yilmore, Michael Bart- | 
lett, Fritz Leiber, and Hum- 
phrey Bogart lunched at the 
Algonquin last Wednesday.... 
A surprise shower was given 
last week for Grace Lytell's 
anniversary....Mrs. Nate Leip- 
zig is crazy about milk farms 
....That’s a lovely new mink 
coat of Virginia Smith’s.... 
Never a dull moment at Jack 
Connolly’s when baby sets fire 
to the house .... Tallullah 
3ankhead saw ‘New Faces’ for 
the second time Saturday 
night .... Blossom MacDonald 
|| will do concerts on that Ber- 
| muda boat....Maud Runyon 
| 


Mrs. 
galo 





sings for the Blind Guild this 
month....Harry MacNaughton 
visited Walter Huston in 
his dressing room....Rupert 
Hughes has gone back to the 
Coast....Marian Spitzer wore 
a lovely frock of brown printed 
satin with a white satin neck- 
line and a halo hat to match 
at that cocktail party the other 
day....That was John Flinn 
yelling at the track meet Sat- 
urday night....Mrs. Jack Haley 
has been laid up....Alexander 
Leftwich is so proud of his 
daughter, Patricia Ellis....The 
Lambs’ Gambol was quite an 
affair at the Waldorf....Julia 
Sanderson and Frank Crumit 
were there, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Bert Lytell, Jack Warner, 
Gladys Cooper, Lily Pons (in a 
very smart red gown with that 
windblown line), Edna Wal- 
lace Hopper, who wore a short 
sequin dress. 











knees, holding the ankles of the sec- 
ond girl, who in turn grips in her 
teeth a harness from which the 
third gir! swings and whirls. They 
all whirl for the finish, which is 
very forte, and make everybody 
realize how futile it is to do setting- 
up exercises, anyway. 

Olive, talented and pretty midget 
coached by Buster Shaver, has a 
new rose ensemble—three-quarter 
length coat, white gauntlet gloves, 
hat, and buttons, which would make 
a fetching outfit for some little 
girl’s big doll. And the little girl 
would like Olive’s gold tiara, too. 
But her mother is not going to buy 
her a black fringed snake-hips pair 
of panties and bandeau like Olive’s. 





Stage Sets and Costumes 
For the striking background he 
provided the choral ensemble on its 
‘Soldiers’ Chorus’ outpouring of 
song; for the mystic suggestion of 











behind him in blue flannel Dietrichs. At the finish the principals, chorus, 
ushers and even the orchestra don huge false noses. The parade of the 
noses is an inspiring sight with Durante, Holtz and Miss Moran march- 
ing into the aisles to be greeted by a rush of the audience to shake 
their hands. The general roughhouse at the climax is worth the 
admission. 

Polly Moran is in a lovely print frock and is teamed with Mr. Holtz 
and what fun. They do a hillbilly number which is splendid comedy. 
Miss Moran never looked better than in her white frock sprinkled with 
red and blue flowers. A short jacket covers the dress and a hat worn 
well back off the face is very smart. Slippers were beige color. 

Armida did her impersonations in a white ruffled chiffon frock. Bodice 
was satin with brilliants, Strauss ballet does two lovely numbers. First 
has 12 girls in bare legs with silver tops extending at the hips; 14 are 
in gold cloth dresses made long with the skirts slit up one side. Six 
girls are in long red dresses with purple caps. Orchestra plays ‘Last 
Roundup’ with the Strauss girls as modernistic cowboys in yellow and 
orange costumes and large brown hats. The dogies are in tunics of 
black and white. 

Rosalie Stewart's ‘The Showoff’ has finally reached the screen. Madge 
Evans is the young woman concerned and shows a neat wardrobe con- 
sisting of many tailored cloth dresses only differing as to neckline, 
There is a checked coat with patch pockets and a going away bridal 
outfit consisting of a cloth ensemble. Lois Wilson, in a small part, 
shows partiality for fur trimming. Clara Blandick as a mother does a 
splendid job. Her clothes conform, being the type known as house 
dresses. 





From Pasadena to B’way 

A year ago the Leonard Sillman Revue, then in Pasadena, never 
dreamed it would reach New York. As it was in the west the show 
wouldn’t have done for Broadway, but as it stands today it should have 
a good chance. Everyone is rooting for it because it brings Charles 
Dillingham back to the fold. 

Called ‘New Faces’ it has moments of inspiration. The production is 
extremely modest. Imogene Coca, a girl with no looks but plenty of 
personality, is the show, although Billie Howard, a colored lass, is very 
important. 

Edith Sheridan, a good looking redhead, wears a green dress in both 
acts, denoting the economics. Louise Lynch, torch singer, is another of 
the cast standouts. Not so much for voice as s.a. 





State’s Revue 

At Loew’s State Larry Rich, besides doing his own act, is also m.c. 
In a white flannel suit Mr. Rich introduces the Jans Lyton Revue for 
different types of dancing. First girl does clever taps in white satin 
trousers and pink blouse with a white cap and pink pompon. Another 
girl, with a male partner, does a ballroom routine in a blue cloth frock 
with innumerable bows scattered about for trimming. A corsage of 
white gardenias rests upon one shoulder. A miss on her toes wears a@ 
periwinkle blue frock with pink ribbons edging the ruffles. A very short 
two shades of green dress is shown by a little girl. Most unusual is 
a black lace dress made with long full skirt and showing no lining in 
the skirt or bodice. ° 

Frances Arms looks especially well in a black lace dinner dress made 
with long sleeves and short jacket. Diamond buttons were upon sleeves 


and coat. 





Too Much Show 

‘Coming Out Party’, the picture at the Roxy this week, {s too ridicu- 
lous. Frances Dee and Gene Raymond are in a huddle most of the time 
and there may be those who enjoy Mr. Raymond’s lovemaking. But no 
man on the screen wears better fitting clothes. 

Miss Dee, for her coming out party, wears a gown better suited to 
Mae West than a deb. It is white satin fitting the figure like a glove. 
At the hem line there are ruffles of net and ruffles also were on the 
shoulders extending around to the low back. Marjorie Gateson, also 
among our best dressers, is the society mother. Her gown for her 
daughter’s party is hardly in keeping with the sumptuousness strived 
for in the scene. It is a dark satin made quite plain. Alison Skipworth 
is present in a couple of dark dresses and a mink coat. 

Stage show at this house is so long it wears the audience down. The 
old Totem pole is again in evidence for the Gae Foster girls. It is beau- 





Spain he devised for ‘Hispana’; for 


the impressionistic shaded red tow- 
ers of Manhattan surging against a 
blue cyke he designed for ‘Repeal 
the Blues,’ the Music Hall set de- 
signer may stride to the head of 
the class this week. But ff he is 
responsible for the jumbled pink, 
chartreuse and brown costumes of 
the Roxyettes—if he sanctioned 
their realistic line and pretty-pretty 
color as a complement to his fan- 
astic, violent ‘Blues’ set, then he’d 
better just sneak to the head of the 
class. 


The ballet corps repeats its lovely 
‘Wedgewood’ ballet, an harmonious 
blend of movement, costume and 
surroundings, so it is okay for the 
week, but the Roxyettes, in fussy 
ruffled brevities, they haven’t been 
done right by. They’re ordered to 
represent gaiety, and what do they 
get but pastels to do it in, while 
all about them bright colors clamor 
and subjugate their timid delicacy. 
Not that the Roxyettes yield in the 
precise punctuation of their taps, 
nor the girlish spirit of their Hthe 
kicks. No matter what the odds, 
the Roxyeites carry on. 

Pauline Koner, lone danseuse for 
‘Hispana,’ flings herself about, a 
dramatic picture on that huge stage, 
in a scarlet velvet costume with a 
spiral band of gold ascending from 
the hem, marking casually her hip 
and waist lines, then winding off one 
shoulder and down her singie 
sleeve. Effective, but it will be still 
more effective as soon as Miss 
Koner has learned not to tarry once 


Phoenix, Ariz., March 12. 
of the stage. 


Los Angeles, 
biz mgr. for Lloyd Bacon and other 


Droeshout, Greenwich, Conn., March 


player. 


Egan, London March 17. 
actress’ fourth marriage. 


Wampus baby star nominee. Groom 
is Mae West’s cameraman, 


ter, in Chicago, Feb. 22. 
known professionally as Lindy Lou, 
prima donna. 


daughter, in Hollywood, March 15. 


tifully done in green and white. Costumes are skirts opened up one 
side. Each girl carries two parasols, one of green sequins, the other 
silver. They are seen later in coral chiffon one layer skirts, with black 
coque feathers at the throat, wrists and one ankle. One leg remains 
exposed. The effect is startling but nevertheless beautiful. 


MARRIAGES 


Bette Lane to Jack Wages at 
Both are 





Warblers’ Union 


(Continued from page 1) 
which Equity and the present Guild 
derive their A. F. of L. affiliations. 
Four A’s holds the original theatri- 
cal labor charter. 


Movement is past the talk stage, 
with Singer Guild already pressing 
an amendment to the Radio Code, 
which would kill ‘free talent’ on the 
air so far as singing is concerned 
and enforce strict protective mini- 
mum wages and working condi- 
‘tions. 

Negotiations already are under 
way toward revising the present 
Guild’s local charter to provide for 
a national setup. Intention of the 
juild is to apply pressure against 
producers using singers profession- 
ally so as to not only enforce con- 
ditions to protect vocalists, but also 
force opera, comedy and vode- 
presentation units to post guaran- 
tee bonds along Equity lines. Claim 
singers are most humbugged of 
show talent, and are constantly 
thronging labor commissions trying 
to collect after floppo production 
trys. 

Guild is particularly hot under 
the collar against coast ether sta- 
tions, claiming the ‘free talent’ sit- 
uation has reached proportions of a 
racket, 


Frances Dietz to Ray Hays at 
March 16. Hays is 


film people. 


Frances Adrian 


Wooward to 
17. Bride was last with ‘Laugh Pa- 
rade.’ Groom is now with the 


French line, but a former picture 


Elsie Ferguson to Victor A. 8. 
It is the 


Mary Kornman to Leo Tover at 
Yuma, Ariz., March 15. Bride is a 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Max Lander, daugh- 
Mother is 


Mr. and Mrs. Francis Faragoh, 
Faragoh is a scenarist at RKO. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Atwood, son, 
March 10, in Hollywood. Father 
trumpeteer in Car] Lofner’s band. 
Mr. and Mrs. Billy Meyers, March 
10, a son, in Omaha. Father is with 
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East 


Max Gordon discharged from the 
hospital after that operation. 

Elmer Rogers, former manager ol 
the Palace, to do the worrying about 
the new vaude shows at the Casino. 

Barnett Appleton found guilty of 
misrepresentation in his conduct of 
a radio school in Special Sessions. 
His victims suggested a life sen- 
tence. 

Elsie Janis joins other residents 
of North Tarrytown in opposing 
tax assessments. Says the asses- 
sors soaked her 40%. Case will be 
heard April 6. 

Lee and Jake Shubert sued by 
the Nixon-Nirdlinger Amusement 
and Realty Corp. for rent of the 
Apollo theatre, Atlantic City. Ask- 
ing $82,000 for the period from Dec., 
1929, to same month in 1932. Suit 
in N. Y. Supreme Court. 

Frank Merlin toying with ‘Anti- 
Climax.’ It’s the labor of Harold 
Johnsrud. He also has ‘Awake and 
Sing.’ Both in the safe until fall. 

Harold Bien, who did ‘Lil Old 
Boy’, turning Grace Lumpkin’s ‘To 
Earn My Bread’ into a drama. Story 
of the southern mills. Theatre 
Union may put it on if it looks 
good, but not until the summer is 
passed. 

Mulrooney dons the war bonnet 
and goes after fake liquor labels. 
If it isn’t 80 proof, out goes the 
license. 

John Murray Anderson gandering 
gams for ‘The Family Album.’ 

Mayor LaGuardia holds up that 
municipal lottery idea. Could not 
use newspaper, mails or express 
companies. Can't buck federal laws. 

Galli Cureci back from Europe. 
Joan Blair, dancer, on the same 
boat. o- 

Julie Jenner, of the ‘Follies’ 
chorus, promoted to a specialty. 

Nikita Balieff, conferencier of the 
Chauve Souris, met at the dock by 
Morris Gest and Tamara Decar- 
hanova, Russ dancer. 

American Peoples Theatre, spon- 
sored by the N. Y. State Dept. of 
Education, gets the building at 257 
E. 40th street for laboratory and 
show-shop. 

Myron Fagan to Hollywood to 
prepare his production of ‘Memory’ 
with Helen Morgan. 

Mark Eisner, ticket cut-rater, tells 
Senate Finance committee the 10% 
face value tax on theatre ducats is 
ruining the business. 

Word from Mexico City that Phil 
Dunning is ill there with malaria. 
Mrs. Dunning and their daughter 
are with him. Later reports favor- 
able. 

Group of Met opera stars are 
hunting for a new tenor. Open to 
all amateur tenors and high bari- 
tones. Auditions at Knabe Hall 
until March 29. Winner gets a piano 
and—maybe—a chance. 

‘Cocktails at~- Five’ 
shaken up until August. 
planned for spring. 

Philip Wiitenberg named special 
counsel to the legit code authority. 
To redraft the code and headache 
about ticket specs. 

Move on to limit the number of 
taxis on N. Y. streets. 

Independent: artists turn down of- 
fer of a show in Radio City. Sore 
over the Rivera incident. 

Met will not give opera in Phila- 
delphia next season. 

Lily Pons ,ives her ‘dwarf jaguar’ 
to the zoo ind officials are unap- 
preciative enough to call it an 
ocelot. 

‘Wind And the Rain’ will not shut 
down Holy Week as planned. 

Will Rogers’ daughter, Mary, will 
be in the Canadian company of ‘Re- 
union in Vienna.’ Starts March 30 
in Hamilton. 

Funeral of the late Margaret II- 
lington Thursday (15) in St. Pat- 
riek’s cathedral attended by nearly 
2,000. 

Peggy Fears had announced she 
would rather go to jail than bare 
her personal affairs in the inquiry 
into the bankruptcy of the Lucinda 
dressmaking shop. ‘Told to pro- 
duce certain checks or else, she told 
the referee Thursday (15) she had 
searched and searched but couldn't 
find them, so she didn’t go to jail 
but she did go into mild hysterics. 
Pleaded complete ignorance as to 
the shop's conduct, leaving that to 
trusted employees, she testified. 

Earl Carroll will do a ‘Sketch 
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PALACE CAFETERIA 


and RESTAURANT 


Broadway's Choice Eating Place 


HAS REOPENED 


with new equipment and the 
Town's best bar. 
Prices and Food that 
Bring You Back 


151 W. 46th St., New York 


(Near Broadway) 
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News From the Dailies 
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| This department contams rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the 
| daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 

: credit for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 
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Book’ instead of a ‘Vanities’ this 
spring. 

Two women, one of whom is said 
to be a show girl in a current N. Y. 
revue, said to be concerned in the 
Kascoff kidnapping. Name not re- 
vealed. 

Tommy Manville, his wife, the 
former Marcella Edwards, and three 
detectives as bodyguards off on trip. 

Dept. of Public Welfare puts the 
slug on the proposed ball of the Na- 
tional Writers’ Club. No like the 
ticket selling. 

“Sailor Beware” cast agrees to 
mark time until the salary cut can 
be discussed. 

Robert E. Ringling quits grand 
opera to head the Barnum-Ringling 
caravan because of the poor health 
of John Ringling. Sam Gumpertz 
will remain as general manager. 

Insurgent wing of the Federation 
of Musicians’ local balloted Monday 
(6) on the question of local auton- 
omy. Result to be officially an- 
nounced at next meeting, but it’s 
known the vote stands 3,729 for as 
against 127 antis. 

New one is Theatre Mart Group. 
Mostly Harry Thomashefsky, Boris 
Bernardi and Jay Adler. 

+ Hugh Stange in federal court 
asking that Sam Warshasky be re- 
strained from saying the Stange 
‘False Dreams Farewell’ is a steal 
from Warshasky’s ‘The Fastest 
Thing Afloat.’ Asks $6,250 which 
RKO would have paid for the play 
but for the plagiarism charge, and 
$50,000 punitive damages. 

Poll taken last week on ‘Yellow 
Jack. Out of around 1,000 votes 
only about 50 favored splitting the 
continuity into acts. Play will con- 
tinue to run without intermission. 
Bars to come back to N. Y. ac- 
cording to decision of joint legisla- 
tive committee. Movement to hold 
length of 20 feet quashed. 
Unskilled theatre laborers decide 
not to strike. Not even certain they 
have a union, 

Primo Carnera tells it all to the 
referee in bankruptcy Friday (16). 


> 


Financial affairs in a monetary 
hash. Adjournment until next 
month. 


Jacques Krakeus has written a 
song ‘Poor Little Roxyette.’ 
Unofficial highschool paper in 
Rockville Center, L. I., muckrack- 
ing the adult population for drink- 
ing and card playing. 

Percival Vivian to resume the 
Shakesperean repertory at the for- 
mer Jolson theatre. Starts Thurs- 
day (22). 

‘Rita Jones,’ recent suicide, now 
identified as Gertrude Williams, for- 
mer showgirl. Secret wife of Rob- 
ert J. Coverdale. Body had been 
held at the morgue for claiming. 
Identification made by the broker's 
sister, but she doesn’t know where 
he is. 

Betty Randolph late in appearing 
before a referee Friday (16) in her 
suit against Paul Sweinhart for 
alimony and counsel fees pending 
trial of her separation suit. Referee 
gave the decision to Sweinhart by 
default, but she turned up 10 min- 
utes later explaining she had been 
told by her husband’s attorney that 
she need not appear until 3:30, Case 
reopened and new hearing tomorrow 
(Wednesday). 

Channing Pollock has completed 
his ‘Synthetic Gentleman’ and is 
rewarding himself with a trip to 
Florida. London may see it before 
New York. 

Frank Gilmore, of Equity, defend- 
ing CWA plays against the charge 
of competing with the paid drama. 
Holds the gratis performances re- 
cruit paying patrons. 

Katharine Hepburn, Paris-bound, 
went aboard by the third cabin 
gangplank, but spotted by report- 
ers. 

Mary Pickford tells foreign news- 
paper men there’s too much talk in 
talking pictures. They had a lunch- 
eon ata N. Y. hotel Saturday (17). 

Pola Negri reported to be engaged 
to Harold McCormick. She doesn't 
deny. 

James Dunn, Jr., vaudeville, found 
dead in the hallway of his Bronx 
home Saturday (17). At first be- 
lieved due to heart disease, but 
medical men think a broken neck 
may have been contributory, though 
the fracture was sustained 28 years 
ago. 

Sidney Franklin, bull tosser from 
Brooklyn, going to France for pro- 
fessional engagements. 

Krimsky & Cochran re »uted to be 
figuring over ‘Damn _ Deborah,’ 
which has been on the fire several 
times. 

Miriam Hopkins through with the 
stage for the season and will hop 
for Hollywood, 

Players club 
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To men and women with theatrical contacts—(Big 
Commissions)—Very attractive proposition in the dis- 
tribution of highest quality home-made candies. 
packages are distinctive and repeat orders are assured. 


Ruth H. LeBeau, Box 20, Variety, New York. 


The 


or write for appointment. 








sire to revive ‘Pudd’nhead Wilson’ 
and a yearn for ‘Shore Acres’ for its 
annual spring revival. ‘Acres’ seems 
to have the inside track. 

Sophie Treadwell’s new play is 
‘The New Day,’ meaning a Russian 
locale. 

William J. Hurlburt says that if 
anyone revises his ‘Recessional’ it 
will be a guy named Hurlburt and 
not Roy Hargrave. 

Shuberts may revive ‘Gypsy 
Love.’ Also considering ‘Cocktail,’ 
which they have had for a long 
time. 

‘Give Me a Ring,’ one of last Sum- 
mer’s London revues, may be done 
here with Rudy Valleee in the cast. 
No reference to recent long-dis- 
tance telephoning. 

‘Sailor Beware’ cast on a sliding 
seale. If the gross drops below 
$8,000 it’s the original scale. Over 
that it’s the upped wages. No 
strike. , 
Jim Thornton to have a benefit at 
the Forrest April 1. 

Actors’ Equity to meet Friday 
(23) to decide if American Fed- 
eration of Actors is to get the old 
White Rats A. F. L. charter. 
Loew theatre to show ‘Rasputin’ 
to capitalize on the libel suit. 
Bobby Connelly is staging the 
dances for 
Jack Blue, Murray Lewis and Bill 
Bard have the leads. 


Dramatization of ‘God’s Little 
Acre,’ by Enzi Bashe going the 
rounds. ‘Acre’ outbeats Erskine 
Caldwell’s other sizzler “Tobacco 
Road.’ 


Harriet Hilliard now a free wom- 
an. Annulment of her marriage 
to Roy Sedley effective yesterday 
(Monday). 
Spring 
to Coney Island. 
home. 
Prominent artists—and the press 
agent—to select the most beautiful 
‘Follies’ girl Friday (23). 

Heirs of the late Arnold Rothstein 
must pay $134,910 State inheritance 
taxes, 

Henri Brossard, French puppet 
master, due here to give his doll 
dramas, 

Girl pianist halted a panic in a 
Somerville (Mass.) pic house yes- 
terday (Monday) when the lights 
went out. Manager called for a 
volunteer and she stepped up. 


Coast 


Sunday called thousands 
Rain chased ’em 








Navajo tribe of Indians in a coun- 
cil at Fort Defiance, Ariz., decided 
that ‘no more film stars or mayors 
of New York will be inducted into 
the tribe.’ 

L. A. police arrested Leon P. Wil- 
son, former nite club operator, on 
charge of possessing counterfeit 
$5 notes. 

While Ben Stoloff’s family was 
vacationing, thieves entered their 
home in Hollywood and stole cloth- 
ing and jewels valued at $1,000. 

Charles Parsons, London author, 
on a Hollywood vacash. 

Divorces obtained in Juarez, Mex- 
ico, have no legal standing in Su- 
perior Courts of California, accord- 
ing to a decision made by . Judge 
Baird. ; 

Conway Tearle must still give up 
$1,500 a week of his pic salary to 
satisfy a claim of the estate of his 
first wife, Mrs. Josephine Park 
Tearle, who died in 1930, according 
to a ruling by a San Francisco 
court. Court told back alimony 
amounted to $9,932. 

Marion Gering and his wife have 
separated. 

William A. Seiter has received a 
cable that Laura La Plante will 
divorce him in Riga, Latvia. Miss 
La Plante will make two films in 
Engind for Warners before return- 
ing to America. 

At amended complaint has been 
filed in L. A. Superior Court by 
Herman A. Koch, Sacramento coun- 
ty public administrator, in his suit 
in behalf of the estate of Dorothy 
Millette against Jean Harlow, widow 
of Paul Bern. Suit seeks to obtain 
half of Bern’s $48,000 estate on the 
grounds that Miss Millette was 
Bern's wife. 

Release of $5,961 belonging to 
Elissa Landi under attachment in 
a Santa Monica, Cal, bank, was 
ordered by Superior Judge Gould. 

yail Patrick injured in two falls 
while working on ‘Murder at the 
Studio.” Jack Long, stunt double 
for Ralph Bellamy, also injured 
while appearing in the pic when he 
fell 70 feet into a net. 

Reiterating charges 
a $150,000 lost love 
filed against Victor Fleming, Paul 
A. Lockhart, cameraman, has filed 
suit in L. A. against Marjorie De- 
Haven Lockwood, actress, and 
daughter of Carter DeHaven. Lock- 
wood charged in the complaint that 
his wife accompanied Fleming to 
San Francisco. 

Conway Tearle has been ordered 
by Superior Court in San Francisco 
to pay $3,000 as the balance on a 
$10.000 alimony judgment to the es- 


contained in 
suit already 





‘Champagne Cocktail!’’ 





tate of his former wife, Mrs. Jos- 
ephine Park Tearle, 

Frances Dee lost a $750 brooch 
and a $2,000 ring when thieves ran- 
sacked her home. 

A Hollywood cobbler sued Al 
Boasberg for $70 for making a pair 
of shoes. Judge let him off for $20 
when gagster asserted the shoes 
pinched his feet. 

Alleging carelessness on the part 
of the manager and assistant man- 
ager of a Safeway store in L. A.., 
Alice Dawson, describing herself as 
an extra in pictures, has filed suit 
against the store and the two em- 
ployees, asking $15,000 damages for 
injuries. 

Charging an agent with taking 
advantage of her lack of knowledge 
of the English language, Sari Fedak, 
actress, and former wife of Ferenc 
Molnar, playwright, has filed suit 
in L. A. in which she asks for a 
rescission of a contract she entered 
into with John S. Vajda. 

Describing Jack Kearns, former 
manager of Jack Dempsey, as the 
father of her child, Elizabeth Wil- 
liams, 45, has filed suit in L. A, for 
$23,400 against Kearns fiy support. 

Four men were arrested and 
charged with suspicion of grand 
theft in L. A. as a result of police 
investigation into an asserted con- 
cession-selling racket involving the 
Star of Hollywood, former gambling 
ship. As a result the harbor com- 
mish has closed all municipally 
owned wharves to the ship. 

Alta May Wooden, former dancer, 
awarded $60 a month alimony in 
L. A. for support of herself and child 


pending divorce trial against 
Thomas Wooden. 
Retrial of Alta Lessert, charged 


with killing Tom Bay, pic cowboy, 
will be held April 16 in Los Angeles. 
Jury disagreed at the first trial. 

Alton Thomas Tully, son of Jim 
Tully, sentenced to from one to 25 
years in San Quentin following his 
conviction of an offense against a 
woman, 

Agnes Marie Cauthorn, dancer, 
has filed suit for divorce from Har- 
old R. Cauthorn in L. A 





Agents Worried 





(Continued from page 3) 
for some petty grievance be dis- 
charged without just cause. 

Austin Sherman is drafting the 
amendments to the contract form 
and regulations the Labor bureau 
has prescribed and will probably 
submit it for approval of the other 
members of his committee and the 
16 attorneys representing agents 
before it is presented to the Labor 
Bureau heads. 

Agents claim that their business 
would absolutely be ruined and they 
would find themselves in the hands 
of the producers if they were to 
waive commissions on jobs where 
the actors got their calls direct. 
They say that studios would deli»>- 
erately call clients of agents who 
might be in disfaver with them di- 
rect and gradually wean all clients 
away from any agents who did not 
eater to the whims of the employer. 

Then again it was pointed out 
that graft might spring up with 
studio employees in some way or 
other, whereby they might want 
a cut on all agent takes on calls 
through their studio, with a threat 
held over their heads that the call 
would be made direct; and the 
agents would get nothing for it and 
eventually lose clients who were 
getting direct calls, with the agent. 
unable to dig up calls for them even 
though they had done so before. 


Outside AMA 

Agents in meantime held meet- 
ing at Attorney Ralph Blum’s of- 
fice Thursday (15) with latter sug- 
gesting they protect themselves in 
the Labor Bureau and Code situ- 
ations by group organization away 
from the old Artists-Managers As- 
sociation which is now inactive. 
Calls were sent out to nearly all 
agents with the following attending 
Dunlap & Frank, Minna Wallis, Mike 
Levee, Phil Berg, William Morris, 
jr., Eddie Silton, and Harry Wurtzel. 

It is understood that the agents 
in attendance did not seem to be 
able to figure out a way where a 
general and compact organization 
could be effected here with all of 
the 107 licensed agents joining it. 
Numerous attorneys during last 
week including Sherman and I. Baer 
Newman also suggested that the 
agents form a compact association 
claiming that the agents do not 
realize the seriousness of the situ- 
ation they have confronting them in 
various types of legislation, as 
otherwise they would be up against 
a barrier were each to shift for 








himself in the matter of grievances 
and legal complications which arise 
through businesses npt being or- 
ganized for self protection. 

Possibility of pix agents getting 
together in a representative organ- 
ization is seen by leaders of a new 
percenters ‘unison party’ providing 
a moratorium on state and federal 
regulation can be obtained on 
agents evincing willingness to drop 
petty personal bickering and get 
together to regulate themselves. 

Revived interest in agent solidar- 
ity to face outside regulatory pres- 
sure was first promoted by Attorney 
I, Baer Newman of the agency at- 
torneys’ committee of 16, and is re- 
ported to have the general approval 
of. the executive committee of three, 
Austin Sherman, chairman; Attor- 
neys, Martin Gang and Ralph Blum. 

The committee said that agents 
‘positively do not realize the seri- 
ousness of the regulatory regime 
confronting them.’ Sherman and 
Newman admitted that considerable 
discussion had been held regarding 
the possibility of getting all agents 
together to write their own code of 
ethics, one which would solve all 
squabbling by getting three-way 
approval from agents, state and 
NRA, 

Sherman said that, meanwhile, he 
was going ahead to complete the 
draft of agency rules and regula- 
tions, promised to Chief Deputy 
Thomas Barker and _ Attorney 
Charles Lowy of the state labor 
comish. Sherman’s draft is to be 
shown his committee and the other 
attorneys for their approval in ad- 
vance of the meeting with state of- 
ficials, skedded for Wednesday (21). 





B’way Film Stars 


(Continued from page 1) 
for Lupe Velez and Johnny 
muller as a team. 

In addition to the picture names, 
the Paramount also has S. L. Roth- 
afel (Roxy) and ‘his gang’ for ‘the 
week of April 20, this deai invoiv- 
ing about $10,000 for the show, of 
which Rothafel draws $5,000 for 
himself. It will be the second date 
on his 12-week Par route, which 
commences in Boston. 

By stepping in with its own 
names and making it a fight, the 
Par follows the Capitol in throwing 
aside all its recent resolutions 
against heavy salaries for stage at- 
tractions. This battle not only re- 
sembles that of last year, in which 
both Broadway de luxers nearly lost 
their respective shirts, but goes it 
one better as far as salaries are 
concerned. 

In last year’s fight the two thea- 
tres wore themselves out tossing 
heavy salaried names at each other. 
After a while both decided that 
many of the names weren’t worth 
what they were getting, and in a 
mutual get-together by the booking 
offices everybody decided to lay off. 

Stepping right into the middle of 
this picture house name feud is the 
indie Casino, which starts a two- 
a-day stage show policy April 2. Its 
chances of landing draw names were 
precarious anyway, but with the 
Par and Capitol again on a salary 
bender it may find things even 
tougher. Casino has only the one 
date to offer, and it’s minus film 
studio affiliation, although the oper- 
ators intend to spend about $15.000 
a week for shows. 
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Polly Moran, Lou Holtz 
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“QUEEN CHRISTINA” 
Plus Vaudeville! 
Starts Friday—Nevarro, MacDonald, 
“The Cat and the Fiddie’’ 
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Show Boat—1934 


(Continued from page 1) 


that’s the steamship company’s 


gravy. 

A cruise to South America and 
the West Indies by a@ VARIETY mugs 
from March 3, returning March 16, 
on the Rotterdam (Holland-Amerika 
Line) and booked under the au- 
spices of National Tours, is an eye- 
opener to a new kind of seagoing 
showmanship. Ralph Dellevie, pres- 
ident of National Tours, is cred- 
ited with having developed the the- 
atre-on-the-briny the furthest of 
any. 

It’s so primed that there’s al- 
ways plenty doing. The profes- 
sional talent which has gone into 
this new showmanly_ evolution, 
touts the cruises as a cinch ‘route’ 
with no layoffs. They are assured 
not only of permanence and steady 
income but also of a discriminat- 
ing and more sympathetic audience. 


Stock Company 


For example, the following per- 
manent staff (a short crew for the 
winter tours) on the Rotterdam is 
an idea to what degree this aquatic 
showmanship has been developed. 
Harold Hennesey, standard vaude- 
ville m.c., has graduated under Del- 
levie’s National Tours into an ex- 
ecutive post as cruise director and 
general head man of all shipboard 
activities. Watterson Lowe, who 
designed the Klaw theatre and has 
done the:.trical settings for many 
legits, is the lecturer who spiels in 
a semi-educational vein on what 
the touris s should see at the ports 
of call—Purerto Cabello and La 
Guyara in Venezuela, South Amer- 
ica, for example, Curacoa, in the 
Dutch West Indies, and Nassau, 
B. W. L, with footnotes also on the 
reliable shops, what prices to pay 
for perfumes, likker, etc. 


Bill Hennesey, Herbert Wiess and 
William, Allen are sub-m.c.’s of the 
cruise staff, pacing the sundry in- 
nocuous games of chance (horse 
races, ‘Here Comes Charley’, which 
is another name for the lotto, beano, 
tango or bingo games 80 popular at 
the shore resorts), and in general 
aides to Hal Hennesey. 

Arthur Lloyd, vet vaude presti- 
digitator, is the permanent oard 
manipulator who Alls in with magic 
work, and also stages special magic 
shows for the kiddies, elderly ladies, 
et al. 

Dave Gardiner (Gardiner and Ed- 
wards, and last associated with 
Sam Baerwitz in vaude flash act 
production) is another permanent 
cruise staff member as the official 
comic of the ship festivities, be- 
sides mixing with the passengers, 
etc. 

Then there’s a permanent stock 
company, the Deep Sea Drama 
Guild, Ray Rawlings, director and 
lead; Alsey Alba, ingenue; Irene 
Hurley, second woman; .- Warren 
Lyons, heavy. They do two tab 
versions, one during the first week 
and another on the way back. The 
offerings were ‘The Stork Never 
Lies,’ nee. Margaret Mayo’s ‘Baby 
Mine’ in two acts, and Noel Cow- 
ard’s ‘Private. Lives’, abridged. Na- 
tional Tours makes the script ar- 
rangemehts-and since they are non- 
admission performances (all the en- 
tertainmen: is sans admish) the 
royalty, : Af) any, is nominal. : 

The permanent staff also carries 
Adele. Bramson, concert »° pianist; 
Carmen Congdon, contralto, and her 
husband, Kenyon Congdon, baritone, 
as concert artists, who have a re- 
cital opportunity all to themselves; 
and also Michelena Gardner (Mrs. 
Arthur Lloyd), soprano, formerly 
with the Metropolitan opera. 


Free Acts 


The ‘visiting’ talent on this cruise 
included Harry Lang and Luise 
Squire; Ann Pritchard and Jack 
Goldie and Co. (Hazel and Ruth 
Shibley); Peggy Dolan, songstress, 
in several of White’s ‘Scandals’ and 
With the Shuberts, who has made 
19 of these cruises; Dell Twins 
(Beth and Ellen), Paul Adler, im- 
Personations a la Eddie Garr, and 
Maxine Boura, tapster. 

The variety portion was the 
highlight of the ship’s entertain- 
ment, the officers voting this unit 
among the tops, which means they’ll 
be invited for repeat engagements. 
The talent invariably accepts as a 
Stopgap during layoffs as it’s con- 








Full Service 





When they step into a taxi 
now the routine is—‘999 West 
56th, and WABC’, 











sidered a nice, inexpensive vacation, 
even though they don’t get paid. 

Hennessey is the life-of-the-party 
m.c., prominent throughout in all 
ship activities from the horse races 
to the masque, Spanish and coun- 
try fair balls. 

Brooks sends along a flock of 
suitable costumes tor these three 
galas for which those passengers 
who would participate rent at $1 
and $2. Mr. and Mrs. Wally are 
the permanent costume chaperones, 
dressing their parts well, as shills 
for their wares. Brooks takes no 
chances as National Tours under- 
writes the service by guaranteeing 
a certain income. About 40% of the 
passengers go for the costume gag. 

Harry Moss, American, is the 
band leader, and Vallee of the 
combo, which comprises seven 
Dutchmen and an American trum- 
pet player, Jess Brickman, and 
Lionel Newman, pianist, who is a 
kid brother of United Artists’ Al 
Newman and of legit producer 
Bobby Newman. Moss and the hot 
cornet player, with Newman at the 
piano, with the aid of an inter- 
preter make the other Dutch musi- 
kers give out plenty good jazzique, 
considering everything. The Dutch 
musicians double into concert for 
the cocktail hour and dinner mu- 
sicales. 

Like a Production 

A boat like the Rotterdam is 
hooked up like a production, It’s 
nut is $5,400 per day. The boat 
can break at 300 passengers. This 
trip had just under 400 so it was 
in black from scratch as there is 
extra gravy for both the line and 
National Tours from the shore ex- 
cursions, bar, etc. Capacity is 800, 
and 500 is not an unusual passenger 
list. This trip was deemed light 
but no loser. 

For the line these show boat 
cruises are a life-saver. The Rot- 
terdam is a big and very substantial 
vessel but its 27 years places it at 
the mercy of the new crack Italian 
or the svelte French liners. Hence 
the southern water excursions or, 
in the summer, to Newfoundland, 
Quebec, Montreal and Bermuda on a 
quadrangle itinerary, they’re plenty 
in the money. So much so that the 
boat has just been budgeted with 
$1,000,000 for renovations. An out- 
door swimming pool was = added 
from the start to the regular indoor 
pool in the gym. 

The manner in which the femmes 
go for the ‘Here Comes - Charley’ 
(lotto) games prompted the inquiry 
why a gambling ship idea, with a 
regular casino, wasn’t a-natural. The 
answer is that alt suspicions of any 
such thing must be removed by 
maritime law. What's more the line 
would prefer playing for prizes in- 
stead of the 50c and $1 maximum 
fees. 

That the lines see a big fyture 
in this new deep sea showmanship 
is answered by repeal, Contrary to 
snap impression, prohibition while 
an initial boom and a boon for these 
trip-to-nowhere cruises also kept 
nice people away. Now that ¢atch- 
as-catch-can drinking and carous- 
ing is going out of style, nice peo- 
ple have learned that these cruises 
are not drunken sea orgies as was 
true a couple of years back when 
the boats opened bars as soon as 
past the 12-mile limit. 

The economic reaction to this is 
seen by the fact that the best ac- 
comodations—cabins with baths, 
ete., which cost the most—sell out 
in advance first, and the minimum 
tariff accomodations are seidom 
sold Out. The reverse was true be- 
fore; the cheap passages went first 
and they couldn’t get the money for 
the better class accomodations be- 
cause a certain element merely 
seized on these cruises as an oppor- 
tunity for some plain and fancy 
drinking once out at sea, 

Bar Does Okay 

However the bar does okay 
always. On the trip before this the 
reported net to the line was $5,000 
from the bars which means at least 
a $10,000 gross income from wine 





THEATRE SECTOR 
DOUBLE CHECKED 


All the Boys Are ‘on the 
Floor’ When an Alarr 
Rings In During Theatre 
Hours—A 9-9 Call Get: 
Every Fireman in the Cit: 








HOW THEY ROLL 





When a fire alarm goes in from 
the theatrical district between the 
hours of 6 p.m. and 9 a.m., four en- 
gine companies, two trucks, a 
deputy and two battalion chiefs 
roll. On the second alarm four en- 
gine companies, a water tower and 
an additional truck turn out, with 
this repeated on the third alarm. 

With the first alarm all firemen 
on duty in Greater New York must 
be ‘on the floor’ ready to respond to 
a 3-3 call, which would bring every 
available piece of apparatus in the 
district and nearby territory. A 9-9 
alarm, denoting a holocaust, calls 
for all aparatus in the city. 

Within the Broadway area, one of 
the most carefully guarded sectors 
in the world, it’s check and double- 
check on fire hazards to ward off 
possible calamities. Besides@each 
fireman detailed to all theatres and 
auditoriums, a captain and four 
lieutenants who have been disabled 
in active service are constantly in 
the theatre district checking the 
men on detail. These men also in- 
spect all buildings where film is 
used and stored. 

To them has been given the power 
of adding teeth to the stringent fire 
department regulations with their 
current authority to issue sum- 
monses to violators. Previously, in- 
spectors had first to report viola- 
tions to headquarters before the ac- 
cused could be brought to trial. Now 
the tickets are handed out on the 
spot, giving the violators no op- 
portunity to ‘square’ matters. 

Assigned to the Division of Pub- 





and liquors in 12 days. But no in- 
the-cabin drinking; all in the public 
salons. Bottled goods isn’t sold for 
indoor consumption, and stuff 
bought on shore is taboo for con- 
sumption in the dining saloon or in 
the public rooms. 

Cocktails and aperitifs are 25-35c.; 


a split of Schweppes (English 
mixer) water is 7c. Champagne of 
indisputable vintages $4 and $5 


tops; Perrier-Jouet champagne by 
the glass 60c. and T5c. 

The acts don’t overwork. The va- 
riety talent which is intermittently 
booked, for example, works only 
twice, once going out and at an- 
other gala on the way back,. Ditto 
all the other: artists. Idea is for 
variety and not to overdo on any- 
thing or anybody. 

Films every night, chiefly prée-re- 
leases. Universal and Columbia 
product exclusively._and mostly out- 
doors excepting when weather for- 
bids, when exhibitions. are in- the 
main lounge. 

An idea of Ralph Dellavie’s show- 
manship is manifested by the man- 
ner in which he helped the line 
solve its dinner’ sessions. All 
ganged up on the late (second) sit- 
tings and the first dinner sessions 
were light. Dellavie with two 
words, ‘main sitting,’ created the 
6:30-8 session as the bull period 
for eating, thus equalizing matters 
with just that phrase as people fig- 
ured ‘main sitting’ meant the most 
important period, while the smart 
diners still knew enough to book 
their tables for the ‘supplementary 
sitting’ at 8 p. m. on. 

There are countless other show- 
manly wrinkles on these 1934 show 
boats, such as teachers from bridge 
clubs coming along to tutor (the 
Terrace Bridge Club of N. Y. was 
represented thusly on the Rotter- 
dam). There is also an omnipotent 
ship’s photographer who snaps any- 
body and everybody promiscuously 
and then displays the prints with 
numbera, 








infringement 


Galveston, March 19. 

Tom Sharkey, once contender 
for world’s heavyweight crown 
and in his sixties, has bought 
a half interest in the Crystal 
Saloon, on main drag here. 

Sharkey cherishes one great 
grudge. It's against Jack 
Sharkey, whom he calls ‘the 
man who stole my name.’ 


MEX BULL FIGHTERS 
WANT MINIMUM WAGE 


Mexico City, March 16. 
Organized bull and bullock fight- 
ers have gone minimum daily ware 
scale, now that Mex unionists have 














obtained a higher lowest pay for 
their stints. Mexican Union of Bull 
and Bullock Fighters demands 


minimum stipends that the blood 
and sand arena managements can 
pay performers. 

Union also demands arenas ban 
free lance fighters and those it has 
fired. 





lic Assemblies of the fire depart- 
ment, these officers are the only 
members of the f. d., aside from 
company commanders, capable of 
slapping tickets on those respon- 
sible for a possible fire hazard. Com- 
pany commanders, however, are not 
permitted to write tickets except in 
such cases where a person inter- 
feres with firemen in the line of 
duty; parks a car within eight feet 
of a hydrant, or rides over a hose. 

Reason why all firemen were not 
given the summons books was ex- 
plained as undesired promiscuous 
ticket-writing. In minor violations, 
such as smoking backstage of a the- 
atre or in a building containing film, 
where firemen would probably im- 
mediately write a summons, the of- 
ficers first give a warning. The sec- 
ond time means a ticket. 

Division of Public Assemblies 
was formed in 1918. Previous to 
that the men doing this work were 
called fire prevention inspectors and 
worked in plain clothes. Now all 
members of the fire department are 
uniformed when on duty anywhere. 

Along with the five officers in 
Manhattan’s theatre and auditorium 
inspecting staff are seven disabled 
firemen. These men check on pic- 
ture houses seating less than 600 
people where no firemen are regu- 
larly detailed. 

Ban on Cleaners 

Another Times Square regulation, 
and carefully watched, is the re- 
striction of the theatrical district to 
clothes cleaning establishments. 
The cleaners who were in the dis- 
trict when this regulation was put 
into force were permitted to remain, 
but no new ones have been allowed 
in during the last few years. At no 
time is a clothes, rug or drapery 
cleaner allowed within 50 feet of a 
theatre, hall or auditorium any- 
where in New York. 

The last big fire in a theatre in 
this city was the Brooklyn theatre 
catastrophe of De.. 5, 1876, when 
380 lives were lost. The show in 
the house at the time was melo- 








drama, ‘The Two Orphans,’ starring 
Kate Claxton. The Brooklyn post 
office is now on the site. Other 


large fires such as the Standard and 
Windsor occurred while no audience 
was present. 

Since that time the only other 
serious theatrical blaze in New York 
occurred at the Pathe studio on 
Dec. 10, 1929, when 10 people 
burned or suffocated to death. 

If the burlesque houses close it 
will be a sad story for the fire boys, 
as watching the strippers work at 
close range is considered one of the 
choice assignments by the flame 








fighters. 


(Cocktail Prices Change With Hour 
Of Day, 35-50-75 Cents, and Trade 


Uncertain as Temperance Grows 





Southern vacash returners are off- 
setting the nice weather es a denter 
to nite trade. Biz on the whole is 
holding up, but already the shifting 
trends and the public's fickleness in 
general is asserting itself upon the 
post-prohibition spots, just as has 
always been the case with the pro- 
hibition niteries, speaks, etc. 

Hotel Madison, for example, is a 
notable instance. All of a sudden 
this spot was in; now it’s ’way off, 
hurt by too much prosperity. 

Hotel Roosevelt’s new bar is n.s.g. 
Ritz bar, which was figured to kayo 
everything, is but fair; either the 
aura is too forbidding or it lacked 
that undefinable atmosphere neces- 
sary to put it over. 

Waldorf-Astoria is holding up and 
taking the hotel out of the red from 
the bar biz alone. The others are 
so-so. Drinking, of course, is no 
longer smart as was obvious with 
repeal, It’s now smarter to order 
a mild aperitif or, as in the conti- 
nental manner, a split of Perrier or 
Poland water, and just sit around. 
The house can’t collect from sitter- 
arounders, 


Broadway Spots 


Casino de Paree continues the big .. 


nite club biz-getting pace as before. 
The Paradise picked up a little with 
Sally Rand. Phil Harris’ dance 
music hopped up the Palais Royal 
a bit, although that Ben Marden 
spot has dropped its $2.25 minimum 
dinner couvert and there’s no mini- 
mum tariff at all. The Hollywood 
restaurant with Vallee is up with 
the Casino in the big money class. 

Leon and Eddie’s of the ex-speaks 
is among the outstanders in suc- 
cessful survivors, gradually easing 
up the tariff to a $1.50 minimum 
(i.e.,.two drinks per person at: 76c) 
week days and a $2.50 per person 
minimum check on Saturday nights. 

Stork Club is another which 
upped its dinner from $2.25 to $2.50, 
now that the likker income can’t 
offset the lcss (if any) on food, and 
is making money both from the 
kitchen and the bar. 

All these legalized oases now have 
three booze scales; cocktails 835c at 
lunch and up to 5 p.m.; 50c for 
dinner and 75c nights. 





Milwaukee Auditorium 
Goes Beer Garden 
With 6,000 Capacity 


Milwaukee, March 19. 

Joseph Gielb will convert the 
Auditorium, into a Volk (family) 
beer garden, opening June 10 and 
continuing the policy until Oct. 8. 
Capacity is 6,000. There will be a 
floor show, with feature attractions 
changed frequently. 

Leo Reisman and a band of 25 
have been engaged for the season, 


FRISCO WiTH INSOMNIA 
GOES FOR BIKE GRIND 


San Francisco, March 19. 
six-day bike races here 








First 


since the floppo exhibition in 1917 


went over healthily at the Civie 
Auditorium this past week. Pri- 
marily intended as a buildup for a 
return date in May. 

Promoted by George Blakely and 
Ed Saunders, grind pulled good 
money at six bits, $1.10 and $1.65, 
and drew more prize money through 
ad and promotional tieups than 
same promoters made on their last 
New York show, they said. 

Best houses were recorded around 
midnight, which is not strange for 
Frisco, as it’s generally accepted ag 
a burg that doesn’t know what 


} sleep means. 


} 
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60 VARIETY 


TIMES SQUARE 


Tuesday, March 20, 1934 








Broadway 





Tommy Guinan to Europe. 


‘Tide’ has moved into new quar- 
ters. 

Sam H. Harris due back from 
eoast this week. 

Gregory Ratoff taking his accent 
over to Lordon. 

Fox is giving a test to Owen Re- 
gan, Irish actor. 


Abel Green back from West Indies 
with smoky mugg. 

Harry McWilliams has the flash- 
fest business cards. 

Don Skene back on Herald Trib- 
une writing boxing. 

Wally (Par) Smith has submitted 
a second story to RKO, 

Lowe, Burnoft and Wensley to 
London for some vaude dates. 

Jack Hazzard not feeling so good. 
It's those Great Neck winters. 

Tonie scitvart out of ‘Pursuit of 
Happiness’ five days last week. Sick. 

Herman Fobbins back from Hol- 
lywood, Fla., after a month’s sun 


batl.. 

Lambs Gambol had plenty of op- 
posish from St. Patrick’s Day 
parties. 


Lynde Denig repping Helen Fer- 
guson’s Hollywood publicity bureau 
in the east. 

Bud Gray and Ed Olmstead in 
Akron, O., in advance of a picture 
for Milt Feld. 

Mark Leuscher is in charge of 

ublicity for the New York Phil- 

armonic drive. 

Evelyn Laye had a good time for 
three weeks in New York. Now 
she’s en ro-zte home. 

Association of Foreign Press Cor- 
respondents tossed Mary Pickford a 
lunch Satu day (17). 

Crepes suzette is too much for ea 
7th ave. restaurant. They call ’em 
French liquor pancakes. 

Lou Diamond, Par shorts and 
music head, prolonging his stay on 
the Coast a fourth week. 

Mrs. Lou Goldwerg has been ad- 
vised she’s mentioned in a_ will 
that’s to be read shortly. 

Morris Gest and Nikolai Balieff 
strolling in the square the night 
Balieff docked from Europe. 

Eddie Lewis, of the William Mor- 
ris Paris office, back there after a 
couple of weeks in New York. 

Ardis Smith, film critic of the 
Buffalo Times, was in New York 
last week looking over the shows 
and sights. 

The ticket guy Joey Keith, with 
the Phillies in Florida, fined 10 
bucks by Jimmy Wilson for break- 
ing training. 

The Colonel states that the only 
time he was rooting for Ruth Etting 
to flop was at the Sing Sing benefit 
show; he didn’t want her to be held 
over. 

Charles E. Richardson is the 
handsomesi of the three Par trus- 
tees, according to consensus of 
opinion of the girls ir the Par 
building. 

William Randolph Hearst was 
hissed and applauded about equally 
when newsreel denouncing NRA 
wen ont opening night at ‘The 
House of Rothschild.’ 

Faith Bacon takes mild excep- 
tion to a recent item in which it 
was said that the best capitaliza- 


tion she made of her ‘Vanities’ 
pinch was some floor dates. She 
reminds that she went into the 


‘Follies’ for a season. 





Terente 





Jack (Imperial) Arthur will holi- 
day at Pinehurst, N. C. 
The Royal will get 
Bordeaux’ in mid-April. 

Horace Niblock, Empire treas- 
urer, is a daddy again. 

Catherine Proctor up _ for 
‘Children’s Theatre’ opening. 

Doug Stanbury, whose pappy is 
a medico here, coming home. 

The piano-tinkling Clement Ham- 
bourg and Helen Oram will wed. 

Allardyce Nicoll, Scottish critic, 
will speak here on Irish Night on 
English drama, 

Charlie Emersons. (he's. stage 
manager of Colbourne-Jones), have 
just been storked. 

‘Oriental Garuens,’ dance-spot, 
being run by Al Plunkett, late star 
of the ‘Dumbells Revue.’ 

Frank Camp, from here, back on 
Broadway in Charlie Waldron's 
former ‘Pursuit of Happiness’ role. 

Local theatre interests have sum- 
mvuned George Keppie up from New 
York to talk over legit productions. 

Wealthy Alex Huston and his 
family down to the Big Town to 
see brother Walter, in ‘Dodsworth.’ 

Deirdre (Empire) Doyle in Lon- 
don with her hubby, A E. Anson, 
still remembered for that ‘Romance’ 
role with Doris Keane. 

After that profitable ‘Yoshe Kalb’ 
run at the Royal, Maurice Schwartz 
will stage a repeat at the Standard 
here after the Boston engagement. 

Bud Hullick of ‘Stoopnagle and 
Bud’ used to be a member of Billy 
Bissett’s orchestra when the Soyal 
York maestro was playing in Buf- 
falo. 

Anti-censorship blast of Roly 
(Mail & Empire) Young had gov- 
ernment and picture heads here 
rejidening, ‘»ut they should have 
seen his withering criticism in the 
first edition, which was later yanked 


‘Richard of 


the 


and softened. 











London 


Lawrence Evans off to Cairo. 
Cynthia Foley to do a television 
broadcast. 

Sam Spiegel on a weekly 
trip to Paris. 

Maurice Browne around 
under a beard. 

Yvonne Printemps sez she 
verra much Garbo picture.’ 
Clifford Whitley talking over big 
business with Arthur Dent. 

John Southern again talking of 
acquiring the Syndicate Halls. 
Captain Woolf Barnato joined 
board of Bentley Motors, Ltd. 
Ambrose broadcasting on same 
day he docked from America. 
Lennox Robinson's comedy, ‘The 
Big House,’ lasted only 13 shows. 
Definite date for Drury Lane 
‘Three Sisters’ opening is April 5. 
Alexander Korda and Charles 
Gulliver meeting for the first time. 
Geoffrey Swaffer, Evening News 
art editor, down with appendicitis. 
Jack Buchanan opening Carlton 
theatre, new deluxer in Portsmouth. 
Birmingham Repertory’ theatre 
staging ‘Counsellor-at-Law’ March 


flying 
hidden 


‘like 


10. 

Jack Hylton celebrating 10th an- 
niversary of his band. Seems much 
longer. : 
Paul (Mousie) Garner eating kip- 
pers at Lyons’ is a lesson in eti- 
quette. 

Freddie Newmeyer to direct the 
next Bobby Howes film for British 
International. 

Charles Cochran weeping over the 
historical inaccuracies in the filming 
of ‘The Bowery.’ 

Norman O'Neill, musical director 
and composer, seriously ill follow- 
ing street accident. 

Ten prominent names in former 
Drury Lane shows lining up for 
supers at $7% per weck. 

Paul Graetz’ a Paul Stein discov- 
ery, out of ‘Magnolia Street,’ after 
two weeks’ rehearsals. 

Aubrey Hyman on long distance 
from Johannesburg, and sounding 
clearer than local call. 

Not generally known that Eliza- 
beth Bergner was a pupil of Pro- 
fessor Max Reinhardt. 

Charles Gulliver meeting his son, 
Clifford, at Southampton, after a 
long sojourn in Hollywood. 
Shipping companies announce 25% 
increased bookings for forthcoming 
spring and summer cruises. 

‘Ladies’ Night’ closing at the 
Aldwych, March 24, after 200 per- 
formances. Show will tour. 

George Budden, secretary for 
Paramount-Astorias, still in nurs- 
ing home with lung trouble. 

Maisie Darrell just back from St. 
Beatenberg, Switzerland. Went over 
to recupterate from operation. 

Stanley Lupino coming over from 
the provinces for one night to see 
the Harry Mizler charity fight. 

John Drinkwater adapting British 
International Pictures’ ‘Life of 
Schubert,’ due for filming soon. 

Mrs. Claude Beddington, society 
woman, is behind the ‘Here’s How’ 
venture, current at Saville theatre. 

Arthur Fisher writing film sce- 
nario for Harry Roy, the band lead- 
er, with Gaumont-British in view. 

Jack Hylton looking for suitable 
nitery in West lwnd, and will go 
into partnership with Bob Murphy. 

Lew Stone and his band return 
to the Monseigneur soon, despite 
Jack Harris band staying there, too. 

Irish Players’ replaced ‘Paul 
Twyning at the Little theatre with 
a revival of ‘Juno and the Paycock.' 

Cab Calloway getting special at- 
tention on Gaumont-British News- 
reel on his arrival at Southampton. 

‘Without Witness,’ new thriller 
tried out at Embassy some weeks 
ago, comes to Duke of York’s March 
12. 

Robb Lawson, ._ United Artists’ 
publicity hound, proud of Jack Bu- 
chanan being from his heme town, 
Glasgow. 

Gaumont-British spent $25,000 on 
advance publicity for ‘Jack Ahoy,’ 
Jack Hulbert’s latest film currently 
at Tivoli 

Earl of Suffolk and Mimi Craw- 
ford had very quiet wedding, March 
7, in London. Bride is popular 
stage dancer. 

Harold Ramsay due here from 
America for the Pwrnstein’s Granada 
theatres, to resume his position as 
musical advisor. 

George Robey attracting attention 
at the try-out of his ‘Chu Chin 
Chow’ costumes at the costumers in 
Leicester Square. 

All the tennis girls planning to 
wear shorts coming season, follow- 
ing Duchess of York's O. K. at Brit- 
ish Industries Fair. 

British International is latest to 
issue a fortnightly magazine. Not 
looking for advertising revenue. Just 
one of those house mags. 

Alan Keith, Micky Shulman in 
Charles Cochran's ‘Magnolia Street,’ 
passing second vaudeville test for 
Brish Broadcasting Corporation. 

A. E. Abrahams is dickering with 
John Maxwell to lease Abrahams’ 
latest deluxer, the Regal, Edmonton. 





House cost $1,500,000. Charles Segal, 
indie theatre owner, also one of the 
bidders. 

Question is to be asked in Parlia- 


ment why Cab Calloway was al- 
lowed to double at the Kit-Cat res- 
taurant from the Palladium, Mean- 
while, he is playmg a date at the 
Monseigneur restaurant, 


Berlin 


By Hans Bermann 











Milan Scala at Cologne and Dues- 
seldorf early in March. 

Fox news reel No. 10 declared 
‘state-polit.cally valuable.’ 

Luise Rainer, young German legit 
:tar from Vienna, to join Max Rein- 
hardt’s road show as ‘Ophelia.’ 

Three ex-Berlin VARIETY muggs 
played poker in Lundon last week. 

Chancellor Hitler laid a founda- 
tion to Wagner memorial at Leipzig. 
Emil Jannings in another NDLS 
film, ‘The Iron Gustav.’ Plot covers 
a period of 20 years. 

Sixteen mm. newsreel’ theatre 
opened at Duesseldorf to good re- 
sponse. Chiefly handles local stuff. 
‘Hans Westmar,’ film in dubbed 
Italian, to be released in Rome in 
April. First time Luce is handling 
a foreign feature. 

Stendhal’s world-famous classic, 
‘Rouge et Noir’ is to be first film of 
Itala-Otzoup procuction, starring 
Gustav Froehlich. 

John W. Hicks and Frederick W. 
Lange in town. Hicks leaving for 
New York via Paris-London. Lang 
proceeding to Prague. 

Wilhelm Diegelmann, senior of 
German legit and film actors, died 
here March 1. Diegelmann was old 
member of Max Reinhardt's com- 
pany. 

Wilfried-Basse-Film’s ‘Germany 
Between Yesterday and Today’ was 
changed, after discussion with the 
Pruefstelle,’ into ‘People Like You 
and I.’ 

Hanns Johnst, recently granted 
leave of absence as intendant of 
the «Berlin State theatre, is now 
touring Europe as propagandist for 
German literature. 

Carl Ludwig Diehl, Paul Hoer- 
biger, Paul Kemp, Kaethe von Nagy, 
Renate Mueller, brigitte Helm, Ida 
Wuest, Trude Marlen, Brigitte Hor- 
ney, Willy Fritsch and Hermann 
Speelmanns with Ufa. 

So high is the flood of unre- 
quested manuscripts submitted to 
German theatres that the director 
of the Municipal Theatre in Aachen 
decided to make the reading de- 
pendent on payment of 10 marks. 

Jan Kiepura’s contract with Cine- 
4llianz and Universal has been ter- 
minated by amicable settlement. 
Kiepura will now work exclusively 
for Cine-Allianz, Berlin. ‘Waltz 
Under Stars’ has just been com- 
pleted; next film to start in August. 

Graveure’s new film, ‘A Waltz 
for You’ includes lots of draw 
names, such as Adele Sandrock, 
Heinz Ruehmann, Theo Lingen, 
Wilhelm Bendow, Fritz Odemar and 
Camilla Horn. It’s a Badal produc- 
tion for German FOX. 

Opinion spreading that Berlin's 
Municipal Opera is in danger. En- 
tire personnel has been given notice 
for the end of the season. With the 
Kroll Opera also dark it would leave 
Berlin with only one opera house 
out of former three. 





Vienna 


By Erich Glass 





Jacques Deval’s ‘Tovarish’ third 
transfer in three months. 

General plan to cut down prices 
of admission by 8 or 10%. 

Nora Gregor has a new 12 months’ 
contract at the Rurg theatre. 

Bruno Walter touring with Vien- 
na Philharmonic April 21—May 3. 

Elisabeth Bergner’s British-made 
‘Catherine’ talker attracts genuine 
queues at the Apollo. 

U’s ‘Czibi,’ talker, starring Fran- 
ziska Gaal, still running and at- 
tracting all over city. 

Anthony Armstrong’s adaptation 
of ‘Diktatur der Frauen’ to open at 
London’s Crydon Repertory tneatre. 
April 9. 

Yolland Rainier ada,ting Franz 
Theodor Czokor's new play, ‘Those 
Who Have Been,’ for English and 
American stage. 

Scala projecting a revival of ‘The 
Geisha’ in the spring, starring true- 
born Japanese Mitschiko Meinl 
Tanaka, wife of local tea and cof- 
fee king. 

English Players re-appearing with 
‘Othello,’ ‘Ten Minute Alibi,’ ‘The 
Green Bay Tree,’ ‘Eight Bells,’ ‘The 
Return Journey’ and ‘You Never 
Can Tell.’ 

Jarmila Novotna leaving ‘Giudit- 
ta’ end of March for a talker in 
Athens while her ‘Giuditta’ partner 
goes concerting around the Con- 
tinent. Both to continue in Lehar’s 
piece in March. 

Max Paulsen, former manager of 
the Burg theatre, who openly 
despises talkers, takes shelter under 
pseudonym Peter Persen and takes 
part in ‘Masquerade,’ talker. star- 
ring Paula Wessely. 











By Bob Stern 





Chez Elle, niterie, closed. 
Clifford Fischer to. Menton, 
~ Granville Barker back from Rome. 


Georges Carpentier managing 
fighters, 


Frank La Grand arrived at 
yeorge V. 

Eide Norena back, boosting ra- 
dio in U.S. 


Lys Gauty opening niterie on Rue 
Victor Masse. 


Jim Witteried adding Fred Payne 
to his string as p.a. 


Don Alfredo Marimba band re- 
cording for Columbia. 

Shopkeepers vacating Lido arcades 
since Lido went dark. 

Menton inaugurating its new ca- 
sino with gala dinner. 

Almack, niterie, reopening on rue 
Notre Dame de Lorette. 

Princess Marthe Bibesco to make 
first trip to U.S. in fall. 

Marie Dubas now playing Brus- 
sels with her own revue. 

Tita Ruffo giving recital at Ca- 
sino de la Jettee at Nice. 

Jeft Dickson, local fight promoter, 
planning trip to America. 

Plate glass smashed during riots 
in Empire not being replaced. 

Nelson Doubleday here, reporting 
loosening up in literary trade. 


Raquel Meller trying a minor 
comeback by singing in gala at 
Nice. 


Whole town turning out at bene- 
fit of Union des Artistes at Cirque 
d’ Hiver. 

Edgar Mowrer speaking on Ger- 
many before Junior Guild of Ameri- 
can Cathedral. 

‘Invisible Man’ (U) getting a good 
sendoff at Agriculteurs, twin right 
and left bank showcases. 

Dr. and Mrs. Charles Holder (for- 
mer Dorothy Caruso), entertaining 
at home in rue de I'Elysee. 

Jim Gerald planning personal ap- 
pearances, with songs, accompany- 
ing films in which he appears. 

Pavillon, ex-music hall, latest 
Paris house of this type to go dark. 
Vaude having tough time here. 

Henri Varna working on a retro- 
spective revue, ‘Happy Days,’ for 
Alcazar (former Palace) in May. 

Ruth Allen and Elizabeth Hale 
starting playbooking office under 
name of International Play Service. 

Charles Barnes organizing bank 
of American and French college 
boys for mi-careme dinner at Ritz. 

British-made ‘Loyalties,’ directed 
by Basil Dean, from Galsworthy 
play, getting a hand from local cri- 
tics. 

Little White Beds Ball new date 
definitely set at March 20 at Opera. 
Katharine Hepburn invited to ap- 
pear. 

Lucienne Boyer joining mob of 
those who deny they had anything 


to do with Stavisky or his play- 
mates. 

Chi Trib running a series by col- 
umnist, Louis Atlas, back in U.S. 
on visit, telling how radio gives him 
a pain. 

Habitues of Mon Paris, niterie 


where Stavisky used to hang out, 
are scattering to all parts of Eu- 
rope. House is dark. 

Sacha Guitry, with Jacqueline 
Delubac, among celebrants of the 
end of taxi strike at Cafe de Paris. 
Alice Field also there. 

Paris newspapers protesting that 
Katherine Hepburn lacks curves. 
First Hepburn picture to be shown 
here is ‘Christopher Strong.’ 

Cecile Sorel now booked to stay 
in new version of Casino de Paris 
show. Will lead jazz band, and is 
preparing a sketch authored by 
Leo Lelierre. 

‘Guilty Hands’ at Washington 
Palace hailed by H. Frederic Pot- 
techer, critic of Comedia, as a mas- 
terpiece of American cinema for 
the French to try to imitate. 

Maurice Catriens, who made a 
vain attempt to run an operetta 
season at the Moulin Rouge, is get- 
ting rosette of ‘officier de l'instruc- 
tion publique’ to console him. 

Harold Smith taking advantage 
of trip to Belgium with American 
Legion color guard for King Al- 
bert’s funeral to look over Belgian 
film conditions for Hays interests. 

‘Cradle Song’ on the sob side and 
‘Duck Soup’ as a laugh offering, 
are among the American film open- 
ings here this week. Former at 
ee Elysees, latter at Studio 


Granowski, director of ‘Roi Pau- 
sole,’ readying ‘Muscovite Nights,’ 
based on an original story by Pierre 
Benoit with Harry Baur, Spinelly 
and Pierre Blanchar in cast. Shoot- 
ing to start in May, 

J. H. Seidelman came back to 
Paris from London last week to 
continue his huddles and _ then 
ducked off to England again. He'll 
be back later, he announces, to 
carry on negotiations. 

Sacha Guitry readying a piece 
based on the life of Jacquard, in- 
ventor, which he'll play in Lyons at 
the request of former Premier 
Edouard Herriot. Also working on 
a play for the Madeleine theatre 
here to go on at end of this season. 


Hollywood 


Dorothy Dell ill with laryngitis, 
Mrs. Charles Reisner back from 


Mrs. Pat Campbell 
Palm Springs. 


Bob Hussey showing his mot! 
around Hollywood. ° - 


Carolyn Wagner added to the Unte 
versal publicity dept. 

Charles Davila, U. S. minister to 
Roumania, 0.o'ing Metro, 


Pat Casey a busy guy entertaining 
visiting union executives. 


Bill Frawley now feels the picture 
business affords a future. 


Eleanor Holm enroute to Chicago 
for annual A. A, U. swim meet. 


Babe Hardy back from vacation 
at Del Monte and San Francisco. 


Glenda Farrell tossed a party for 
Frank Capra, Joe Swerling and Bob 
Riskin. 


Marjorie Gateson flew to N. ¥, 
to be at the bedside of her mother, 
seriously ill. 


Ramon Novarro in town for three 
days before his South American 
concert tour. 

Jean Appleton, Boston artist, is 
here to paint picture celeb’s muggs 
for mag covers. 

Freeman Bernstein, who was 
around for a couple of months, has 
hopped to Reno. 

Charles Bickford’s foot got under 
a horse and was bruised at the 
Riviera polo club. 

Winnie Sheehan was up Frisco 
way over the week-end for preview 
of ‘Stand Up and Cheer.’ 

Andy Hervey has changed his 
mind about going with the Par- 
amount publicity department and is 
staying at Metro. 

Hunt Stromberg and Harry Rapf 
are feuding at bridge, and the pair 
are now drawing partners for the 
momentous battle. 

That final Derby at Agua Caliente 
got about 50% of the picture mob 
over the week-end. Hotel had 300 
rooms with 3,000 requests. 

Louis Hechtlinger, page boy at 
Fox, jing ing 25 bucks prize money 
for suggesting ‘Wild Gold’ as new 
title for ‘Gold Rush of 1934.’ 

Harry Maizlish has been spotted 
as exploitation director for all 
Warner Brothers houses and ex- 
changes in the western states. 

Dorothy Devore and her hubby, 
A. Wylie “father, defendants in a 
suit filed by H. A. Nelson, who is 
seeking $200 on an open account. 

So many fem press agents around 
town they will have to wear badges 
to keep from canvassing each other, 
especially those who acted on the 
screen in the silent era. 

Earl Baldwin, author of screen 

play of ‘Wonder Bar,’ got a tough 
break at the premiere here. Slipped 
through cordon of announcers un- 
seen and wasn’t spotlighted when 
celebs were taking bows. 
Roy del Ruth discovered, during 
direction of ‘Bulldog Drummond 
Strikes Back’, he had three former 
Scotland Yard dicks, working on the 
set. The trio were strangers to 
each other. 


The Hague 


By M. W. Etty-Leal 


back from 





Impresario Dr. Krauss managing 
Holland tour of German opera come 
pany. 

Mary van Eysden-Vink, popular 
actress, celebrated her seventieth 
birthday with big reception. 

Not often a Dutch company tours 
other parts of Europa. A Dutch 
revue is now °-n tour in Germany, 
managed by Dimitrio. 

Pianist Carl Frieidberg muffed 
his dates here as his son has to 
undergo a serious operation, his en- 
gagements taken over by Askenase. 

Princess Juliana, heir apparent, 
visited Ballet Jooss and liked it. 
This weck she went for first time 
to a dinner party ‘n a restaurant at 
The Hague. 

French-Dutch Society organized 
a performance at Royal theatre, 
The Hague, of ‘La Brouille,’ by 
Charles Vildrac. Leon Bernard and 
Catherine Fontenay of the Comedie 
Francaise and Paul Gerbault in the 
most important roles. 


Bucharest 


By Marie-Lise Emilian 








, ‘As You Want Me’ still doing the 
is. 

Bela Bartok here, concerting at 
the Maison des Francais. 

Fodor's ‘Kiss Before the Mirror’ 
100 up at the Regina Maria. 
Twentieth death anniversary of 
Constantin Grigorin, the founder of 
Rumanian operetta, 

Maugham’s ‘Sacred Flame’ re- 
vived at the National theatre, with 
Maria Filotti playing lead. 
American minister presiding at 
annual redoute of ‘American Insti- 
tute,’ with all the stage folks pres- 
ent. 

State’s Opera preparing Schubert 
musical, ‘Blossom Time,’ with Maria 
Filotto and A. Marius, both of the 
National theatre, in it. 

Sadoveanu is experimenting by 
performii.g parts of Goethe's and 
Marlowe's ‘Faust’ alternatively for 





purpose of comparison, 
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Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Victor Graff is 22 pounds heavier. 

Jerry Mayhall’s son, Buddy, eight, 
ean fiddle Bach’s ‘Second Concerto.’ 

Charles Rich has a laugh that’s 
a dead ringer for Frank McHugh’s. 

Rae Trader, woman flier, singing 
with orchestra at Tent club for ex- 
perience. 

Bobbe Arnst headlining new 18- 
people show at Plaza cafe. Staged 
by Lou Bolton. 

Harry Kalmine and Frank Penny 
gold music together in theatre lob- 
bies 15 years ago. 

Variety club staging annual 
stace-screen benefit show at Penn 
Sunday night, April 15. 

John McGreevey's biggest worry 
is that his three-week-old boy won't 
like football or hockey. 

‘y’ Playhouse has postponed pro- 
duction of ‘Taming of Shrew’ in 
modern dress because of illness in 
east. 

Sam Stratton and Frank McGrann 
both in town beating the drums for 
Jeritza show, due at Nixon .Baster 
week. 

Kenny Kenfield back in 
burgh after seven months 
City as a manager for the 
interests. 

Tony Conforti, operator of Nixon 
eafe, has taken over Reymers for 
high-class restaurant and _ cock- 
tail bar. 

Accompanying Eddie Cantor to 
town is his oldest daughter, Mar- 
jorie, who acts as coffee salesman’s 
secretary. 

June Powelson, wife of Enright’s 
assistant manager, on tour as chor- 
fine with Arthur and Morton Havel 
unit, ‘Sweet and Lowdown.’ 

Bernie Armstrong has built a 
huge pipe organ into his Squirrel 
Hill apartment at a cost of $35. 
Estimates that had he bought it 
tailor-made would have run to 
$3,500. 


Pitts- 
in Oil 
Harris 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Sickness taking considerable toll 
of RKO office force. 

Charlie Green is master of cere- 
monies at Mike Collin’s Ring. 

Jim Londos earned $61 a minute 
im his wrestling appearance here. 

Without selling liquor, the Gal- 
leries, night club, grossed $33,000 in 
three months. 

Al Allard, head of Fawcett Pub- 
lications’ art department, studying 
books on fatherhood. 

W. L. Nicholas, Fairmont, Minn., 
exhibitor, in Abbott hospital recov- 
ering from operation. 

Town raved about skating show 
at Arena, a three-day sell-out and 
lesson in showmanship. 

Film Board the past week re- 
ported no theatres in_ territory 
elosed and two reopened. 

W. H. Workman, MG exchange 
manager, discharged from hospital 
after close call from pneumonia. 

Phil Dunas, Columbia’s Chicago 
branch man, recovering from gall- 
stones operations in Asbury hospi- 
tal here. 

Suit of W. A. Steffes, exhibitor, 
to test validity of zoning in ter- 
ritory, on federal court calendar for 
present term. 

Degrees in Scottish Rites taken 
simultaneously by Eddie Ruben, 
John J. Friedl, L. J. Ludwig and 
Harold Kaplan, 

Out-of-town exhibitors visiting 
Film Row included G. A. Troyer, 
Rugby, N. D.; John Piller, Valley 
City, N. D.; C. W. Kaake, West 
Duluth, Minn.; J. C. Hill, Milaca, 
Minn.; Jack Heywood, New Rich- 
mond, Wis.; E. W. Johnson, Flood- 
wood, Minn.; Charles Lyons, Aiken, 
Minn.; Dr. H. L. Cole, La Moure, 
N. D., and Guy Troyer, Rugby, N. D. 


Dallas 


By Raymond Terranella 








Hoss racing time again—Arling- 
ton Downs’ spring meet due end of 
the month. 

Bob Crosby taking in the town en 
route to Galveston with Anson 
Weeks’ band. 

Sara Haden, in ‘Spitfire’, is 
daughter of Texas’ renowned Char- 
lotte Walker, 

Elizabeth Harris Vollmer giving 
Capitol patrons horoscope and tea- 
leaf guidance. 

Mrs. Karl Hoblitzell, in Little 
Theatre's ‘Biography’, rating a rave 
from all the papes. 

Tom Mix and wife putting up at 
the Baker while Tom routines the 
Sam Dill-Tom Mix circus wintering 
at Fair Park. 

Vivian De Andrea, Frank Mon- 
roe, Ruth: Laird’s ballet, Kathleen 
Yorke and Walker Hancock unit- 
ized for stage shows at Palace. 

Dallas Little theatre picks Gor- 
ky’s ‘Lower Depths’ for April pro- 
duction, engaging Sholom Tanin for 
principal role and assistant direc- 
tor. 

When Charlie Foy dropped into 
town to visit brother Dick, up 
popped Jean Darnell with a family 
picture she snapped at the Majestic 
back in 1917. 








Mexico City 


By W. L. Grahame 





Cold and windy. 

Police organizing sleuth corps to 
protect tourists from soft song men 
and other gyppers. 

Mexican Authors’ Union investi- 
gating charges by Rafael Hernan- 
dez, Porto Rican composer, that his 
compatriot, Gonza:o R. de la Gala, 
plagiarized two of his most popular 
songs, copyrighted them here, and 
cleaned up. 

Nudism faring badly here. Naked 
dance by two girls drew cancel- 
lation of a theatre’s franchise in 
Morelia, capital of Michoacan state, 
and orders for troupe to leave town 
and never come back. Au naturel 
bathers and beach strutters at Aca- 
pulco, west coast resort, being ar- 
rested, heavily fined and sentenced 
to iong terms. 


Chicago 


has dropped 








Herb 
poundage. 

Maurie Rubens and wife winter- 
ing in Florida. 

M. H. Singer off for a tour of the 
Sierra country. 

Max Turner has split with the 
Leo Salkin office. 

Norman Kassel now handling 
publicity for the Essaness circuit. 

A. J. Balaban hopped back east, 
but expected back this way about 
April 1. 

J. C. Stein prepared a song sheet 
cover to announce the birth of his 
daughter, 

Luther Greene producing three 
Scandinavian plays at the Interna- 
tional House. 

Jim Sarsfield sporting a con- 
stable hat on his return from the 
Topeka country. 

With Jack Osserman back from 
Florida, Walter Branson hiked off 
to Biloxi for a spell. 

Three months behind original 
plans, they’re finally pulling down 
the old Randolph theatre. 

Emil Stern and Sid Spiegel off for 
England, leaving Essaness in the 
hands of Eddie Silverman. 

Following Aaron Saperstein’s 
lead, practically the entire Allied 
membership entrained for Hot 
Springs. 

Ramon Novarro and Clark Gable 
stopped traffic when arriving on the 
Century, with Gable refusing to get 


out of the car. 

Saul Bragin, Abe Platt and 
Charlie Goldfinger polishing up 
Goldfinger’s Buick !m preparation 


for that trek to the coast. 


Portland 


By Bill Beede 


John Stille is now managing the 
Pantages. 

Spring weather has the boys pol- 
ishing the golf clubs. 

Ned Lynch’s life story running 
in the Sunday Oregonian. 

Charlie Couch, KOIN, seen look- 
ing over the Pantages front. 

Fred Ploich still having trouble 
with the labor union pickets. 

Andy Saso busy with his Mickey 
Mouse club every Saturday morn- 
ing. 

‘Behind the Mike’ Moyes is under- 
stod to be doing a little sleuthing 
on his own. 

G. E, Jackson plans to change 
cver the Columbia to a beer garden 
with burlesque. 

J. J. Parker to New York, by way 
of Panama Canal, on biz. He will 
look in on Havana. 

Fred White, Oregonian critic, 
threw the book at ‘Narcotic,’ but it 
held for extra time. 

Géorge L. Baker is now number 
one booster for Oregon-made prod- 
ucts. He was made manager of the 
Oregon Manufacturers Assn, 

Bill Nettleton has again changed 
the name of his club, also added 
dancing to the menu. The city eld- 
ers have been tough with him. 

‘Stuffy’ McDaniels, for years a 
member of Cole McElroy’s orches- 
tra, now has a restaurant. Re- 
sembles a meeting of the local mu- 
sicians’ union nightly. 


Baltimore 


By Albert Scharper 


Elisburg 














Spring! 

‘Imp’ bure’s newest craze. 

They break at Bowie April 14. 

Bob Wiede visiting the family. 

Symph. Orch’s season successful. 

Faith Bacon has begun scribbling 
a statistical tome on fan-dancing, 
‘Memoirs of a Nude,’ 

Joe and Pete Michon planning to 
scrap their acro turn next year in 
favor of a warbling act. 





Philip Merivale’s dotter, Rosa- 
mund, listed ag ingenue of new 


stock troupe to open at Ford's 
Easter Week. 
Charles Emerson Cook back from 


Baron von Stackelberg a returner 
from Bermuda, 

Celtics, pro court five, paying burg 
first visit in six years. 

First fan dance ever wagged on 
local vaude rostrum laid an egg. 

Bock beer signs, harbingers of 
Spring, popping out all over town. 

Sam Goldwyn forced to cancel his 
skeded guest appearance at Ad 
Club. 

Howard Burman to N. Y. with pic 
script for Schnoz Durante’s per- 
usal, 

Buddy Monroe back from N. Y. 
and into the Terrace Club floor 
show. 

Herb Morgan planning a quickie 
to Orioles’ training camp at Biloxi, 
Miss. 

Clare Tree Major Players in for 
single performance of ‘Rip Van 
Winkle.’ 

Joe Fields dropping cabaret book- 
ing agency to devote self exclusive- 
ly to Rivoll. 


Academy Prizes 


— 


{Continued from page 3) 


‘Lady for a Day’ was second to 
Frank Lloyd in the direction class, 
with George Cukor, director of ‘Lit- 
tle Women,’ third. 

For the best original story of the 
season award went to Robert Lord 
for his story ‘One Way Passage,’ 
produced by Warners. Second and 
third were Frances Marion for 
Metro’s ‘Prize Fighter and the Lady’ 
and Charles MacArthur for ‘Ras- 
putin,’ also Metro. 

Sarah Y. Mason and Victor Heer- 
man, co-scenarists on ‘Little Wom- 
en,’ were first in the class for best 
adapations. Robert Riskin of Co- 
lumbia was second for ‘Lady for a 
Day’ and Paul Green and Sonya 
Levien third for Fox’s ‘State Fair.’ 

Charles Lang was ’way ahead in 
the contest for best photography for 
his work on ‘Farewell to Arms,’ Par; 
George Folsey second for ‘Reunion 
in Vienna,’ Metro; third, Karl 
Struss for ‘Sign of the Cross,’ Par. 

For best art direction Hans Drier 
was second with ‘Farewell to Arms,’ 
following William Darling’s work on 
‘Cavalcade.’ Cedric Gibbons of 
Metro third for ‘When Ladies Meet.’ 

Par Best Sound 

In the best sound reproduction 
class, Paramount won a first with 
‘Farewell to Arms.’ Warners gar- 
nered second and third, respectively, 
with ‘Fugitive’ and ‘Gold Diggers.’ 

Best sound recording went to 
Franklin Hanson for ‘Farewell to 
Arms.’ 

Walt Disney’s cartoon, “Three Lit- 
tle Pigs,’ got the biggest percentage 
victory of all awards, being first in 
the cartoon class and winning by 
80% over Disney’s second entry, 
‘Building a Building.’ Universal’s 
‘Merry Old Soul’ was third. 

Radio’s ‘So This Is Harris,’ star- 
ring Phil Harris, won the top award 
for the best two-reel comedy. Radio 
also garnered a second with ‘Pre- 
ferred List,’ based on the Pecora 
investigation. Third was the Uni- 
versal ‘Mister Mugg.” 

‘Krakatoa,’ Educational, was way 
ahead for tops im. the best novelty 
short class. ‘Menu,’ a Pete Smith 
Metro subject, and Educational’s 
‘The Sea’ were tied for second. 

Certificates of merit for scientific 
and technical achieve. ent went to 
Electrical Research Products, Inc., 
for its wide range recording and re- 
production system, and to RCA-Vic- 
tor for its high fidelity recording 
and reproducing system. 

Composite Fotography 

Honorable mention in this class 
went to Fox. Fred Jackman and 
Warners and Bidney Sanders of 
Radio for their gevelopment and ef- 
fective use of the translucent cellu- 
lose screen in eomposite photog- 
raphy. 

Result of the balloting was an- 
nounced at the Academy Award 
banquet at the Ambassador hotel, 
Los Angeles, Friday (16) attended 
by more than 950 persons, although 
reservations earlier were restricted 
to 750. Last-minute rush to procure 
admittance had the Academy ar- 
rangers pulling tm extra tables at 
the 1ith hour. 

Will Rogers wisecracked his way 
through the m. ¢€ act and handed 
the winners the awards, the tradi- 
tional bronze statuettes. Speech- 
making was down to a minimum, 
with Duke Ellington’s band the piece 








| de resistance for dancing. 


Denver 


By Jack Rose 





A. G. Edwards quit as Fox sales- 
man, 

T. B. Noble made a short visit to 
Dallas. 

Mike Smith, U. 8S. army post 
booker, here from St. Louis. 

Leo Adler, traveling auditor for 
U. A., is spending two weeks here. 

Al Lyons is doubling as m. c. at 
the Orpheum and the Lido night 
club. 

Jack Langan, Universal exchange 
manager, was a victim in a holdup 
at a friend’s house. 

Harry Huffman has been appoint- 
ed chairman of the advance’ gifts 
committee for the annual campaign 
for several local hospitals. 

Carson Harris is kept busy. Be- 
sides his job as publicity director 
of the Denham, he acts as news 
editor of four weekly papers. 

Fox West Coast held managers 
meeting at the Denver headquarters, 
with the following in attendance: 
Fred Glass, Sterling, Colo.; Geo. 
Paper, Longmont, Colo.; Ray Davis, 
Boulder, Colo.; Ed Marquard, Ft. 
Collins, Colo., and Chet Miller, Chey- 
enne, Wyo. 

Out of town exhibitors in Denver 
the past week were Ed Schulte, 
Casper, Wyo.; J. G. Burbanks, Lara- 
mie, Wyo.; Leon Coulter, Loveland; 
B. P. and Geo. McCormick, Canon 
City, Colo.; S. Kelloff, Aguilar, 
Colo.; J. K. Powell, Palisades, Neb., 
and A, F, Allen, Glenwood Springs, 


Seattle 


By Dave Trepp 








Pinky Day tearing ducats. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Hamrick visit 
in Portland. 

Dave Hemilhoch bosses Woodland 
Park concessions. 

Edward J. Fisher now routing 
Serge Oukrainsky Russian ballet for 
Pacific Coast dates. 

Jerry Meili wins Trianon singers’ 
contest, getting engagement with 
Tex Howard’s band. 

Abe Hoffman and Lillian Gruber 
have a quiet wedding and then to 
L. A. for honeymooning. 

Brock & Thompson back from 
Shanghai after six months there. 
Liked it and may return. 

Williams Sisters, Ethelyn, Laura 
and Alice, over from Tacoma at 
Club Victor in harmonizing. 

State liquor stores open March 24, 
which makes private stores and 
dealers cut prices on stocks now on 
hand, as they must unload by that 
date, says the law. 

Don Mills back fm the burg with 
‘Skipper Don Mills and his radio 
stars.’ Nine in the company, all of 
them selected last fall in talent con- 
tests in Washington and Oregon. 


Des Moines 


By R. W. Moorhead 








Fan dancer at a banquet didn’t 
realize there was a big mirror back 
of her. 

Solid sell-out for Cornell’s ‘Bar- 
retts of Wimpole Street,’ Shrine 
auditorium, at $2.75 top. 

Depression sure enough over. This 
court term records the biggest di- 
vorce business in five years. 

Grand View park, Sioux City, to 
get $50,000 open-air stage and con- 
cert shell, civil works project. 

Lou Patz, Universal exchange 
manager, recuperating from ap- 
pendectomy-pneumonia combo. 

Ted Shawn male dancers set for 
Drake U. auditorium April 4, spon- 
sored by Drake physical edu. dept. 

Town to have hot-cha dog racing 
track in conection with large res- 
taurant to be opened soon in aban- 
doned threshing machine mfg. plant. 

Dorothy Sands tells women’s club 
the American theatre is too afraid 
of the theatrical and deplores actors 
going ‘real’ on the stage, thereby 
losing the glamour which ia the tra- 
dition of the theatre. 


Detroit 


By Lee Elman 








Syd Goldie is glipping. He can’t 
ftleep past noon. 

Bath House Harris functioning 
again at Flip Shermans. 

Dave Idzel joined Sidney Hill to 
reduce that waist line. 

Joe Beauchamp going to start a 
pogrom against agents. 

Jack Smith, down in Florida cov- 
ering the ball team, squawking too 
much work. 

Freddie Schader made his radio 
debut introducing a theatre program 
over CKLW. 

Jane Schermerhorn, soc. ed. of 
Times, also down south sojourning. 
Comes from along line of sojourners. 

Hymie Paul, Free Press photog, 
didn’t like the way Tilden held his 
tennis racket and the story sold 





6,000 extra copies. 





VARIETY 
— 





San Francisco 


By Harold Bock 





Herman Cohen to Agua Caliente. 

Lew Frost back from Los Ang oles, 
where he went on a talent hunt. 

George McManus returns to his 
Allied exchange desk from L. A. 

Bill Wagnon looks fit these days, 
after a lazy sea voyage to Cuba. 

John del Valle feels better how 
that he did away with the tonsils. 

Hal Elias has left for Seattle with 
a Metro press book under his arm. 

J. J. Murdock back to Los Angeles 
with the family after a few days 
around here. 

Kathleen Wilson is back fn ‘One 
Man’s Family’ after a six-month 
leave of absence. 

Cecil Underwood has a bum ankle 
after chasing an Oakland train 
named Pocahontas. 

Harry Ettling back on the job at 
the Golden Gate after a one-day 
honeymoon by plane. 

Art Urbain is out of Broadcast 
Weekly, radio fan sheet, and printer 
now owns and runs it. 

Irving Sinclair and the frau have 
returned from New York; he'll con- 
tinue his art work here. 

Those 15-cent bottles holding one 
swig of gin, whisky or cocktail ere 
no help to theatre janitors. 

Jack Tillman is polishing up his 
rifile in anticipation of some deer 
hunting up Mendocino way. 

Paul Carson will build himself 
a swank place in the country, with 
flower beds anda hammock 

Joe Weber was in at Musicians’ 
Union for a few days and then 
headed back to headquarters. 

Mike Fisher’s nickel-dance expert- 
ment at the Golden Gate ballroom 
was a quickie; place is dark again. 

George H. Myers, 70 treasurer of 
the old Orpheum back in 1900 days, 
died last week after a long illness. 

Clara Phillips, ex-show girl, ask- 
ing for a parole from San Quentin, 
where she’s serving murder term. 

Ken Dailey resembles an RKO 
production, what with a new hat, 
pressed pants and a flower in the 
lapel, 

Since death of a cop, police have 
folded three Market beer taverns— 
Pirate’s Cave, Rainbow Tavern and 
Dugout. 

Hank Goldenburg can now bark 
like a seal. One of his seal acts 
parked outside his office winJow for 
a week. 

Paul Spier has rented a new home 
for the wife and the young one; has 
a special closet to store the kid’s 
pictures. 

Oscar Fernbach waxes yoetic in 
his Examiner radio column, doing 
blurbs on the opera broadcasts en- 
tirely in rhyme. 

Annual Press Club Rukus set for 
May 5 at Golden Gate with Chris 
Lykke, Pat Franyne and Merrill 
Cooley in charge. 

Leah Sonnenborn in charge of the 
line gals at the Warfield while Fan- 
chon takes an occasional flier up 
here for a once over. 

Ed Fitzgerald bought a bus ticket 
to Los Angeles for a poor old wom- 
an, who later wrote him asking for 
enough dough to return. 

Rufus Blair and Jack Daily have 
scrammed for the Paramount lot 
after neatly plugging ‘Death Takes 
a Holiday’ at the Warfield. 

Don Wiley returns from San 
Diego to rejoin editorial staff of 
‘News.’ Harry Lang, ex-film fan 
mag writer, back on Examiner. 

Guy Kibbee and the missus and 
the Oliver Hardys up for a few days, 
but former got a hurry call from 
WB and rushed back to Hollywood. 

Warfield staged a ‘Bolero’ contest 
at the Palace Hotel and Paramount 
lot was supposed to send wires of 
congrats, but they didn’t arrive un- 
til following days. 


Linco 


By Barney Oldfield 








Frank Watkins’ Mfe despaired of 
by physicians. 

Jack Stary and Paul Gordon shop- 
chatting about bicycle acts. 

Erner & Fisher can’t get back to 
Brooklyn fast enough, they say. 

Vaude is a big biz doer at the Or- 








pheum for three days each week. 

Jerry Zigmond and Bob Living- 

ston had a swell time trying to get 
Ike Hoig now house manager at 
the Orpheum and has gone in for 
circus suits. 
Katharine Cornell refused to com- 
ment on actions of La Barrymore 
and Le Galliene when questioned by 
interviewers here. 

Everyone’s speaking to everyone 
else on theatre row again. Strain 
seems to have gone, 

Tom Burke was a perfonal escort 
for ‘George White’s Scandals’ at a 
private screening here. 

Shrine put on championship 
match between Ray Steele and John 
Pesek, both Nebraska boys. 

Nebraska State Fair is virtually 
assured in 1934 after C. of C. prom- 





| ee to help. Indebtedness now 
$255,500. 
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KATE GRIFFITH 





widow of the 


Kate Griffith, 75, | 
and once a} 


Jate Harry S. Austin, 
player on the operatic and dramatic 
stages, died in the Percy Williams 
home, East Islip, March 13. She 
had been a guest of the Actors’ 
Fund since 1929. 

Born in Dublin, she came to 
America in 1865 and shortly after 
joined the company of Mrs. John 
Drew at the Arch Street theatre, 
Philadelphia. For several seasons 
she was a member of the Hess and 
Emma Abbott opera companies, re- 
turning to dramatic work with 
Fanny Rice, Creston Clarke, Lillian 
Russell and for George Broadhurst 
and David Belasco. Her last ap- 
pearance was in “The Nigger’ short- 
ly before her retirement. 





DUNCAN B. HARRISON 

Duncan B. Harrison, 72, dramatist 
and manager and a major on the 
retired list of the U. S. Army, died 
in New Rochelle March 13. 

He wrote ‘The Paymaster,’ in 
which Maude Adams, then known as 
Moyna Sullivan, made her profes- 
sional debut. John L. Sullivan, the 
heavyweight champion, also ap- 
peared briefly in this play and later 
in ‘Honest Hearts and Willing 
Hands,’ which Maj. Harrison also 
wrote and managed. 

He served in the Spanish-Ameri- 
can war and was pistol instructor to 
the N. Y. police department for sev- 
eral years. 

Interment in the National Ceme- 
tery, Arlington, Va. 





PORTER J. WHITE 

Porter J. White, 69, retired actor, 
died March 12 at his home in 
Astoria, L. I. It was his boast that 
he was the first player to recite 
*The Face Upon the Floor,’ Hugh A. 
D’Arcy’s once widely known poem. 
They were next-door neighbors in 
the rooming house in East 10th 
street. He went on the stage in 
the Robert B. Mantell company. 
Later he formed his own touring 
company, bearing his name, pre- 
senting current successes in the 
smaller towns. 

Survived by his widow, nee Ade- 
laide M. Fairchild, and a son. 
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ARTES 


in-law, who told of the 
marriage to Robert J. 


former broker. 


girl's secret 
Coverdale, a 





JOSEPH J. DALEY 
Joseph Jerome Daley, 50, died in 
New Rochelle March 13, after an ill- 
ness of five days, of pneumonia. 
He had been playing in the cast of 
‘She Loves Me Not.’ 
Born in Benning, Vt., he turned 
his attention to the concert stage, 
later going into opera. He was a 
member of the Volunteers, a yaude- 
ville quartet, and with them played 
several European engagements. 
Survived by five brothers. 

CHARLES GIBLYN 
Charles Giblyn, 63, a pioneer pic- 
ture director, died in Los Angeles 
March 14. He started in pix in 
1908, and at one time was director 
general at the old Ince studios. He 
also directed vaude acts, and stage 
plays, at one time working at the 
3elasco in L.A. 
Survived by his widow and two 
daughters. 





ALICE DUDLEY 

Alice Dudley, 57, died in a Hack- 
ensack hospital March 13. She had 
been employed there for several 
months as a practical nurse. She 
had played many parts in New 
York productions and was Mrs. 
Cohen in one of the ‘Abie’s Irish 
Rose’ companies shortly before her 
retirement. 

Survived by her adopted duagh- 
ter, Mrs. Raymond Morosco. 





ELLEN CHERRY 

Ellen Cherry, 71, eldest of the 
four Cherry Sisters, who capital- 
ized their gaucherie in New York 
vaudeville for a few weeks around 
1900, died in Cedar Rapids, Ia. In- 
terment at Marion, Ind. 

Survived by her sisters, Addie and 
Effie. 





FANNY WENTWORTH 
Fanny Wentworth, 85, died in a 
Watertown (S. D.) hospital March 
14. She was the original Topsy in 
‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin.’ Later she ap- 
peared in support of Edwin Booth, 
Maurice Barrymore, Lillian Russell, 





NORMAN O'NEILL 

Norman O'Neill, 58, musical con- 
ductor and composer, died in Lon- 
don nursing home March 3, follow- 
ing operation as the result of a 
street accident. For some years he 
was musical director at.the Hay- 
market theatre, and wrote the inci- 
dental music to Maeterlincks’ ‘The 
Blue Bird’ and Barrie’s ‘Mary Rose.’ 
His music was being used in the 
current production of ‘Henry V’ at 
the Alhambra, and his insistence on 
conducting there the day of the 
mishap caused his collapse and mit- 
igated his chance of recovery. 





JAMES DUNN, Jr. 

James Dunn, jr., 44, was found 
dead in the hallway of his Bronx 
home, March 17. At first believed 
to be due to heart trouble, but later 
connected with a broken neck sus- 
tained 28 years ago. 

Well known in vaudeville as one 
of the team of Spiegel and Dunn, 
but more recently teamed with Jere 
Delaney. They played a church 
benefit the previous evening and it 
is believed that he fell as he re- 
turned home. Survived by his 
widow, the former’ Helen Marlow, 
and a daughter, Veronica, in pic- 
tures. 





ANDREW J. TRACEY 

Andrew J. Tracey, 23, of Ann and 
Andy, died Thursday, March 8, in 
St. Thomas hospital, Akron, from 
head injuries received when his au- 
tomobile crashed into the rear of a 
parked truck on a highway near 
Youngstown. 

Ann Floco, 21, his dancing part- 
ner, also a passenger in the car, was 
seriously injured, but will recover. 
The pair were en route to their home 
in Youngstown following an engage- 
ment at'‘the Ritz night club, Akron. 

GERTRUDE WILLIAMS 

Gertrude Williams, former show- 
girl, committed suicide by poison- 
ing two weeks ago in a cheap room- 
tug house, under the name of Rita 
Jones. At first thought she had in- 
hale4 gas, but later developed she 
had not turned on the fumes, prob- 
ably fearing for the safety of the 
occupant of an adjoining room. 
{'sed a narcotic instead. Body sent 
tc. the morgue to await a claimant. 
Idestificd F-iday (16) by her sister- 


Harry Kellar, the magician, and 
others. 





JAMES PETER DURKIN 
James Peter Durkin, 55, on the 
American stage and screen for 30 


FRANK N. HEARN, Jr. 


March 26, 1932 
My Darling Boy 
Always in My Heart 
MOTHER 







years, died March 12 in the Los 
Angeles General hospital. 


Alice Durkin, 
vives. Burial 
Hollywood. 


the widow, sur- 
and interment in 





SYLVIA DIANINA 
Sylvia Dianina, one of the leading 
members of Balieff’s Chauve-Souris, 


died suddenly March 6 in Cairo, 
Egypt. 
Details in legit Foreign Show 


News section. 





STEVEN J. CRAY 
Steven J. Cray, 66, builder and 
operator of the Star theater, Bel- 
lows Falls, Vt., and the Star the- 
ater, St. Johnsbury, Vt., died re- 
cently after a short illness at his 
home there. 





MRS. REGGE DORAN 

Mrs. Regge Doran, 32, wife of D. 
A. Doran, died in Hollywood, March 
16, after a lingering illness. Sev- 
eral years ago she was the women’s 
contact for Fox-West Coast in Los 
Angeles. 

JAMES T. RAY 

James T. Ray, 52, vet film oper- 
ator at Martini theatre, died Friday 
(9) at Galveston. Ray was member 





of Local No. 305, Moving Picture 
Operators. 
Father of Frank and Lew Bor- 


zage died March 16 at Los Angeles 
as a result of injuries received in an 
auto smashup. 

Survived by five sons, Dan, Bill 
and Henry, besides Frank and Lew, 
his widow, and two daughters. 





vived by a daughter, a sister and 
one brother, in addition to Allen, 





Father of Jeffrey Bernerd, of Gau- 
mont-British Film Co., died in Lon- 
don March 2 on his 80th birthday. 
Uncle of Ruth Roland, A. G. 
Thompson, 66, former pic star, was 
found beaten to death in his home 
near Victorville, Cal., March 14, 


Censor Bill Off 


(Continued from page 5) 
ticularly desiring vengeance for his 
forcing a vote on the soldiers’ bonus 
issue. 

Told to call off his dogs, Patman 
attempted Saturday (17) to avoid 
inquiries about his plans, but finally 
told Variery he was unable to an- 
nounce identity of expected wit- 
nesses because a number of persons 
invited to testify on behalf of his 
bill had failed to answer his com- 
munications. He indicated that the 
bill might be taken up later in ses- 
sion after committee’s calendar has 
been cleared of more pressing mat- 
ters. 

Anti-block booking legislation 
specifies that after six months it 
would be unlawful for any producer 
or distributor of copyrighted films 
to insist that a licensee or lessee 
take all or a designated number of 
pix to obtain the ones he desires. 
Measure would require distrib- 
utors to furnish ‘a full and complete 
synopsis or outline of the story, in- 
cidents and scenes depicted’ to ex- 
hibitors before trying to book pix. 
Synopsis would be required for all 
films of 4,000 feet and would have 
to contain 1,000 words. Penalties 
proposed are fines from $100 to 
$1,000. 

Seeking to give Federal Trade 
Commission powers courts have 
held it lacks, measure would ex- 
tend Clayton anti-trust law to cover 
leases and licenses. Bill specifies 
that it would be unlawful to dis- 
criminate in price, rentals or roy- 
alties between different purchasers, 
lessees or licensees of ‘commodities 
whether patented or unpatented, 
copyrighted or uncopyrighted, which 
commodities are sold, leased or li- 
censed for use, consumption, resale 
or exhibition where the effect may 
be to substantially lessen competi- 
tion or create a monopoly.’ Provi- 
sion would not apply where dis- 
crimination was necessary to meet 
competition, nor would it prevent 
distributors from _ selecting their 
customers. 

This step was in accordance with 
plans of Representative Sirovich of 
New York, outlined in Variety sev- 
eral months ago, and marked sur- 
render of Allied States Association 
to the NRA. Rebuffed in every at- 
tempt to induce Administrator 
Hugh §S. Johnson to overrule Di- 
visional Administrator Sol A. Ro- 
senblatt and insert anti-block-book- 
ing*clause in film code indies looked 
to Congress for relief. 

Pettijohn vs. Myers 

Slashing attacks on Abram F. 
Myers, Allied States Association 
head, by Charles C. Pettijohn, Hays 
general counsel, and Representative 
Chapman of Kentucky featured 
hearings today. 

Whiskered arguments were dished 
up in new dress by reformer ele- 
ment with Canon William S. Chase 
acting as ringmaster and Repre- 
sentative Patman as _ producer. 
Principal clowns included Mrs. 
Robins Gilman of Minneapolis, pres- 
ident of Federal Motion Picture 
Counsel, and Mrs. Ida W. Smith, 
head of the WCTU. 

Apparently hesitating to take 
stand in presence of his ancient 
enemy, Pettijohn, Myers was forced 
to defend his connection with al- 
lied and activities while on Federal 
Trade Commission after Hays’ 
spokesman had injected defense of 
block-booking into discussion and 
drawn attention to Myers’ onetime 
efforts to put over airtight five- 
year contract for Tiffany Pictures. 
Contending that %the theatre own- 
ers asked for block booking—they 
want it today,” Pettijohn testified 
that less than 20% of existing 
contracts cali for exhibitors to take 
entire output of any studio. 

Record of cancellations shows, 
Hays spokesman asserted, that 
‘what these groups call good pic- 
tures, Mr. Exhibitor says is no 
good’. Neither of the Mae West pic- 
tures has been cancelled while both 
have had record-breaking repeat en- 
gagements because ‘the women 
asked for them to come back’, Pet- 
tijohn said. Emphasizing that 68% 
of film patrons are women and ‘we 
have to listen to them’. 

Relating the fate of ‘Old Iron- 
sides’, ‘Abraham Lincoln’ and other 

















Sister of Dave Allen, Mrs. Libby 
Silberg, chief of the Central Cast- 
ing Bureau in Hoilywood, died 
March 15 in Los Angeles after a 
long illness. Mrs, Silberg is sur- 


high-caliber pictures, Pettijohn said 


success of ‘Little Women’ and ‘Alice 
in Wonderland’ has prompted pro- 
ducers to put out ‘Five of these 
fine pictures’ this season. Turning 
to Myers, Pettijohn said, ‘I hope he 
tells you about the Tiffany fran- 
chise he wrote and tried to put 
over where the exhibitor had to 
take all their pictures and play 
them for five years. It was the 
most outlandish blind buying con- 
tract ever written and today he's 
here yelling about block bookers.’ 
These remarks prompted the Al- 
lied’s leader to rush forward from 
back of the committee room, but 
Pettijohn continued without notic- 
ing Myers’ agitation. 

Hays’ spokesman slammed Can- 
on Chase as being in the reform 
‘business’ and asked committee to 
pass a law prohibiting ‘people who 
have never read the bill from send- 
ing letters and telegrams to clutter 
up offices of members of Congress.’ 
Myers then was called at insistence 
of Congressman Chapman who 
opened fire by asking if the Allied 
boss was ‘the same Myers who was 
once on the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion.’ Getting affirmative reply, the 
Kentucky member then _ asked, 
‘Didn't you meet a group of motion 
picture producers or exhibitors and 
assist in organizing the group with 
the understanding that if you were 
not reappointed you'd go to work 
with them.’ 

‘That’s an utter lie,’ Myers 
shrieked. ‘That’s false information 
about me whispered in your ear by 
someone from the Producers’ or- 
ganization.’ As Myers hastened to 
explain that he resigned from Fed- 
eral post voluntarily, Chapman 
dragged in Allied’s stanc on the 
NRA code by asking, ‘Didn't you 
write letters urging that no picture 
operator should comply with the 
NRA code?’ 

Heated Words 


Allied leader shouted fiery denial 
and offered to introduce for commit- 
tee scrutiny copies of all correspond- 
ence sent out on code matters. Be- 
coming incoherent in his excitement, 
Myers began to demand a further 
hearing when he could explain all of 
his activities and answer Chapman’s 
‘insinuations. Asking for oppor- 
tunity to present his case, Myers 


precipitated uproar by yelling, 
‘you’re obviously not a fair Con- 
gressman.’ 


When Chapman cooly observed he 
had numerous additional questions 
to put to Myers, Chairman Rayburn 
silenced Allied heads’ protests and 
Myers withdrew from witness stand 
grumbling audibly. Surprise act 
was put on by Representative Con- 
nery of Mass., former hoofer and 
theatre operator, who was hissed 
loudly by crowd of women reform- 
ers who constituted 75% of the 
audience, This disrespect drew com- 
ment later from Pettijohn, who 
said performance was the ‘finest ex- 
ample of censorship I ever saw.’ 

Testifying he sees five shows 
weekly, Connery said he had ob- 
served a ‘marvelous change’ in the 
moral tone of pictures a warned 
that enactment of the Pdtman biil 
would create situation like prohibi- 
tion. States will take care of diffi- 
culties, he said, and there is no need 
for federal investigators to snoop 
around Hollywood. 

Pointing out that ‘if the people 
don’t go to the theatre, it’s to your 
interest to put into the theatre pic- 
tures they want,’ Connery ridiculed 
the idea of prohibiting Shakespear- 
ean plays ‘because some old maid in 
Oshkosh didn’t like the way Shake- 
speare said it.. Hisses became twice 
a noticeable after this stinger and 
Rayburn demanded order. Further 
ridicule on idea of preventing crime 
by censoring films came from the 
Mass. Congressman who recalled 
that in the days of 10-20-30 melo- 
dramas plays with ‘50 murders in 
the first act’ were common. Bay- 
stater added that ‘they didn’t make 
you Congressmen murderers.’ 

Intense feeling between reformers 
and Hays organization was evident 
throughout session. Canon Chase 
and Mrs. Gilman took several slaps 
at the producers’ association, while 
Representative Pettingill of Indiana 
asked ‘What has Mr. Hays done that 
justified his large salary.’ Mrs. 
Gilman shot back, ‘stopped such leg- 
islation as this” Woman agitator 
was made to squirm when Repre- 
sentative Marland of Oklahoma re- 
ferred to ‘Henry the Eighth’ and 
‘Catherine the Great’ and asked if 
she would prevent production of 
such pictures, Mrs. Gilman said she 





FIVE HOUSE CIRCUIT — 
LOOMS IN BURLESQUE 


Baltimore, March 19. 

With the folding of the Max Wil- 
ner circuit, Hon Nickel of Balti- 
more, Izzy Hersch of Phila. and 
Jimmy Lake of Washington have 
clubbed, forming a wheel of five 
weeks and producing and playing 
their own shows. 

Not stock, each show separately 
routined and routed intact, then 
disbanded after the five weeks’ 
jaunt. Gus Flaig does the produc- 
tion work, and Jack Beck the per- 
sonnel spotting out of Philly. 

Combine aims to finish out the 
season as is, but next fall looks to 
expand, claiming overtures have 
been made by ten houses in as 
many burgs along the eastern sea- 
board. Burley site in Union City, 
N. J., and Billy Watson’s house in 
Paterson are claimed as definitely 
in. Watson, incidentally, is issuing 
that perennial promise of touring 
next year with a beef trust line 
of gals patterned on his original 
troupe. 


Couldn’t Kill Comedes 
Albany, March 19. 
Killing off the male quartet in a 
stock burlesque show at the State 
wasn’t any fun for a stagehand, 
who had to fire the revolver offstage 








to make the strip fans laugh—if 
possible. John Keenan, the s. h. 
was wounded on the right hand 


when a blank cartridge exploded in 
the pistol. 
WAR THEN BURLEY 
Boston, March 19. 
Ed Galiner opens Park today with 
return engagement of war _ film, 
“Forgotten Men,” set to remain two 


weeks, Minsky burlesque announced 
to follow. 








would ‘prevent showing them to 
children.’ Marland quizzed Minne- 
apolis woman about wisdom of ex- 
tending censorship principle to lit- 
erature and art, and Mrs. Gilman 
weakly replied it would be okay 
with her ‘if you want it.’ 

Usual stock arguments about per- 
centage of pictures with love, «2x, 
and crime plots were presented by 
Canon Chase and Mrs. Gilman, Mrs, 
Smith, and Rabbi Israel of Balti- 
more. Committee was told bill 
seeks to accomplish only what Hays 
organization promised but failed to 
do. Mrs. Gilman compared need for 
film regulation to need for Govern- 
ment control of meat packing while 
Canon Chase protested, ‘I’m not an 
enemy of the movies—TI like the 
movies.’ 

Position of major code producers 
during code conference was at- 
tacked during discussion of moral 
problems and block booking, Mrs. 
Gilman insisting that ‘the code con- 
ference is evidence of the need for 
regulation,’ while Canon Chase 
maintained, ‘this bill doesn’t con- 
tradict the code, it supplements the 
code. When you read this code and 
the industry’s string of broken 
promises you'll see that we can’t 
be content with a code.’ 

Obviously chafing at committee's 
gentleman’s agreement to pigeon- 
hole legislation, Canon Chase insist- 
ed his crowd was not being allowed 
sufficient time to present arguments 
and asked that arrangement be 
made for future hearing, but Chair- 
man Rayburn refused to commit 
himself 
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DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 W. 72d St. New York City 
My New Assortment of GREETING 
CARDS Is Now Ready. 21 Beaatifa! 
CARDS and FOLDERS. Boxed, Post- 
paid. for 


One Dollar 
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SHOWFOLK’S SHOBSHOP—1852 BROADWAY 
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Heart Throbber Biz Getter 





Hollyweodians, Mostly Kids, Give Airplane 
Training a Whirl at Two Bits a Throw 


——— . 


Hollywood, March 19. 
There is one amusement biz in 
this town that doesn’t know what 
red ink is and makes dough from 


morning till midnne, It’s a train- 
ing airplane located on a vacant 
jot near the maim stem. 


Spot has been going full blast for 
more than a year and is run by a 
world war vet. Is patronized mostly 
by kids who are nicked 25c. for a 
two minute ride with the majority 
going in for more. 

Since its institution more than 
2,000 youngsters have clicked the 
turnstiles. After so many rides the 
air enthusiasts are taken for a free 
ride in a big ship and are given a 
spiel that they should go further in 
this field. Some do. 

Biz never lets the weather condi- 
tions keep the doors shut and keeps 
open from morning till midnite. 


RUBIN GRUBERG SHOW 
OUT OF BANKRUPTCY 


Montgomery, Ala., March 19. 

A compromise agreement in set- 
tlement of the bankruptcy proceed- 
ings against Rubin Gruberg, for- 
mer carnival owner, by which Mrs. 
Gruberg agreed to pay $7,171.31 for 
all equity of the trustee, was 
reached last week between attor- 
neys for the bankrupt and the cred- 
itors. 

In return, attorneys for Mrs. Gru- 
berg, Max Shapiro, Spillman Engi- 
neering Corporation, George H. 
Kramer and Joseph F. Cannon 
agreed to release the bankrupt es- 
tate from all claims. The agree- 
ment was confirmed by an order 
from M. S. Carmichael, referee. 

Gruberg for many years operated 
two carnival outfits, listing the 
shows as Model Shows of America 
and Rubin & Cherry. It was an- 
nounced today that Gruberg intends 
to reorganize and that he will begin 
another carnival tour the early part 
of April. 








NEW ENGLAND SHOWS 


Influx of Motorized Show Antici- 
pated for Section 








of motorized small cir- 
be anticipated for the 
early spring in New England ac- 
cording to present information. 
Small outfits have the Yankee area 
in mind for an auspicious start of 
the new season. 

Reasoning behind the apparent 
intentions of the motor haulage 
showmen is the fact that last sea- 
son New England was exceptionally 
good for those that played it. Sec- 
tion has been ahead of the rest of 
the Republic in the matter of in- 
dustrial recovery. 


Invasion 
cuses may 





HOCKEY AND THE BIG SHOW 


Opening date of the Ringling 
Brothers-Barnum and Baily Circus 
at Madison Square Garden will be 
decided tonight (Tuesday) after the 
first play-off in the hockey cham- 
Ppionship is contested in Mont- 
real between the Rangers and the 
Maroons. If the latter team wins; 
the big top will open Friday (30) 
next week, because the N. Y. Rang- 
ers sextet would be eliminated. 
Should the Rangers win, the circus 
is off until April 5. 

Because Lent is early this year 
the big show will miss Holy Week, 
usually good at the Garden, and 
should the Rangers remain in the 
play-offs, all but the last two days 
of Easter Week will be out, too. 
Outfit at Sarasota is ready to shove 
off for New York, waiting the word 
from Montreal tonight. 








PROFITLESS PINCHER 


Galveston, March 19. 

Ed Edwards, carnival performer, 
whose specialty is escaping from 
Stranglejackets, faces theft felony 
charges at Corpus Christi in con- 
nection with the theft of a trained 
monkey valued at $150, trained 
coon valued at $50 and other articles 
from Thomas E. Rape. 

Edwards was said to have beaten 
the coon to death because it 
wouldn’t perform for him. He sold 
the monkey to a truck driver for 
$1.50, the complaint alleged. 
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Machine Plant as 


Amusement Park 


Des Moines, March 19. 

Under direction of Frank Bellizzi, 
former country club manager here 
and in California, an amusement 
place is being evolved from an 
abandoned threshing machine plant. 

Besides a dog racing track and 
bleachers, there is to be a dance 
floor, restaurant and bar, 


[DEAL CIRCUS LOT 
SOLD FOR BREWERY 


Kansas City, March 19. 

Circus lot at 17th and Indiana, 
which has been the iocation of the 
big tops for the last 40 years, has 
been sold for a brewery site, which 
will give the general agents some- 
thing else to worry about. 

Old lot was one of the most con- 
venient of any in the country for 
the reason that the shows unloaded 
right on the lot. It was. also easily 
reached by several street car lines 
and convenient to the public. 








ALBANY CIRCUS LOT 
Albany, March 19. 

A loan agency has acquired fair 
grounds as quarters for a circus as 
well as a public recreation center. 
The Albany Finanee Company has 
bought the Cambridge Valley Fair 
real estate at Cambridge from Mr. 
and Mrs. Frank Lake. 

Sig Sautelle’s circus, now winter- 
ing at Red Creek, will move to the 
Cambridge grounds immediately 
Other plans are to make the 
grounds a year-round recreation 
center, resuming the annual fair, in- 
stallation of a swimming pool and 
amusement devices. 


RAISING THE ANTE 
Trenton, March 19. 

Apparently overlooking a_ provi- 
sion of the act creating the State 
Racing Commission, which states 
that total annual expenses, includ- 
ing salary of a secretary, shall not 
exceed $5,000,000 the Legislature has 
passed a bill to provide a $10,000 
appropriation, 








Races and Rodeo 
Alliance, Neb., March 19. 
Alliance Amusement Assn. is 

completing its new track and rodeo 
grounds in the expectation of being 
ready for a rodeo in July. Track 
will be half a mile, with a grand- 
stand seating 4,000. 





Marcus Show 





(Continued from page 48) 
poses with their legs up. The rest 
of the 90,000 were small ones which 
measured about the size of a half- 
sheet of a newspaper. One side of 
these small posters was smeared 
all over with photographs of nude 
women. Naturally, the Home Office 
objected and the posters were seized, 
because they were considered in- 
jurious to public morals.’ 

Coverage 


Town has been more thoroughly 
covered with paper than at any time 
since the Hagenbeck Circus played 
here. But that only means between 
20,000 and 30,000 sheets, not $0,000. 

Marcus Show is playing the Nip- 
pon Gekijo on _ percentag and 
house has changed its policy com- 
pletely for the engagement. All 
seats except gallery are reserved 
for two-a-day, except Saturdays and 
Sunday, when it’s three. Review 
will run with one picture, ‘The Bar- 
barian,’ (M-G) which here is called 
‘A Night in Cairo. Marcus Show 
is the largest foreign attraction 
ever to play here, topping in size 
the (now defunct) Capri Grand 
Opera, out of Italy, which came 
here for year after year. Has 63 
persons, including a five-piece band 
and small backstage crew. 


Henry Bellit revue troupe opened 
Feb. 6 in Manila and played two 
weeks. Opening in Hongkong Feb. 
22 for a week. Will do Canton for 
four days and then trek for Shang- 
hai, where two or three weeks are 
indicated. 





Piets a Cinch 


(Continued from page 2) 


memorize three-minute routines. 
They get it, after weeks and weeks 
of rehearsals and more weeks of 
try-outs. But for pictures White 
only has to teach them one step at 
a time, photograph each step sepa- 
rately, and by cutting, he’s got the 
whole routine on film in a day. 
Eight girls out of the 84 can be 
wrong—all he’s got to do is grind 
it again. It’s lovely in pictures, not 
having to depend upon a chorus 
girl's memory. 

Doubts never beset White about 
the current extent of the demand 
for musical pictures and he doesn't 
worry about audience yearning for 
or apathy to the revue form in mu- 
sicals, either. Because he remem- 
bers 14 years ago Erlanger advised 
him, after his first ‘Scandals, to 
give up revues. “‘They’re dead,’ said 
Erlanger, ‘finished.’ Whereupon 
White went right on producing his 
‘Scandals,’ and is still, he claims, 
the only consistent money maker in 
the field. 

Entertainment Counts 


The point is, says White, that a 
good revue is good any place, anv 
time. The form of entertainment 
doesn’t matter; it’s the inherent en- 
tertainment that counts. And as to 
picture revues—why shouldn't a 
film revue be that much more en- 
tertaining than a book film musical, 
whose asininity of dialogue is for- 
gotten soon as the sock numbers 
wipe it out—when a film revue has 
no asininity of dialog to heckle 
it, but marches straight from one 
sock number to the next? Each 
sock different from its predecessor, 
of course, the whole thing goaling 
the audience by its variety, too. 

Taking it all in all, White con- 
siders pictures a sweet business. 
Especially now that he’s found out 
there’s no mystery to it. You can 
make a lot of money in it; 12 weeks 
work on the picture, 25 days actual 
shooting, and it will make three 
times what the stage ‘Scandals’ 
grosses, without costing twice as 
much. The picture will advertise 
the show, and the show, he thinks, 
will sell the picture. 

And what White wants clearly 
understood is that he produced, di- 
rected, wrote, acted in, cut and de- 
vised the whole picture—he wants 
it understood. 


Sez Le Maire 


(Continued from page 3) 


from the east—to lunch. To lunch 
at the smart places, to dinner at 
the top spots. He yearned to look 
upon the fabulous lovelies in their 
natural habitat, to be goaled by 
their dash, flair, glamour and sheer 
stunningness, for he had seen them 
on the screen and he believed they 
were like that—always. 
Tamales and Disillusion 

And so he would be sitting, toy- 
ing with a tamale, and all of a sud- 
den a hush would steal over the 
room. He‘d look up—at the most 
astounding sight his fashion- 
trained old eyes had yet been com- 
pelled to flinch from, ‘Gloria Glory! 
It’s Gloria Glory!’ broke out in 
ecstatic whispers all over the place. 
Then he'd force himself to look 
again, 

And it was Gloria Glory, oh the 
heartbreak of it, it was. Gloria 
Glory, escaped from her designer, 
glamourous Gloria Glory in her very 
own clothes; in clothes she chose all 
by her own little self. Gloria Glory 
on her own. 

‘She looked,’ said Mr. Le Maire, 
groping for the phrase to conjure 
up the whole distressing picture, 
‘like—like odds and _ ends. Like 
tatting on shooting tweeds. Like a 
yachting suit made out of ostrich 
fronds. And that was the star 
whose screen clothes get her con- 
sideration for those best dressed 
women in the world line-ups. 
Adrian, Travis Banton, Orry-Kelly 
—why, those fellows are definitely 
benefactors of humanity.’ 

‘Oh, you see smart girls in Holly- 
wood—off the sets. Yes you do. 
Once in a while a knockout will 
walk in some place and you ask, 
‘Who is she, surely she must be 
somebody in pictures?’ And they 
tell you, ‘Why that’s So-and-so 
from Kansas City. She’s visiting 
friends in Beverly. Oh no, she’s 
not in pictures” But whenever you 
see a girl gotten up like Rodeo Pete, 
you can be sure that she’s in pic- 
tures, and that she’s not in work- 
ing costume, either. 

‘It’s funny, but it’s true... Any- 
time you see a smart girl in Holly- 
wood, she always turns out to be a 
visiting Elk from Iowa.’ 








Park and Beach Association 
Urges F urther Changes in Code 





SAN FRANCISCO DIGS 


$10,000 Fund for Expense of Select- 
ing Expo Site 





San Francisco, March 19. 
Its qualms of apprehension swept 


aside, Frisco is definitely going 
ahead with plans for a 1937-38 
world’s fair, celebrating completion 
of the San Francisco-Oakland and 
the Golden Gate bridges at a total 
cost of some $125,000,000. 

Fund of $10,000 has already been 
subscribed by business and indus- 
trial interests to engage necessary 
engineering services in selecting a 
site for the fair. Among sites con- 
templ ted are U. S. Army lands in 
the Presidio, Golden Gate park, 
Islais Creek, the Lake Merced area, 
Yerba Buena Island shoals in mid- 
dle of the bay, and Oakland land 
near the train piers. Yerba Buena 
and Lake Merced sites are generally 
regarded as the most logical. 

Frisco Chamber of Commerce 
(which shudders at the mere men- 
tion of ‘Frisco,’ claiming there is no 
such word) and,the Oakland Cham- 
ber are backing the project and 
already have committees in the field 
and a publicity bureau arranged. 

This is the city that set all rec- 
ords for international celebrations 
of one sort or another with its 
Panama-Pacific Exposition in 1915. 


URGES 1c TICKET TAX 
ON ALL SHOW BUSINESS 


Washington, March 19. 
Movement for change in Federal 
amusement tax system was renewed 
last week when appeals were made 


to Senate Finance Committee to 
write into the new revenue bill pro- 
visions relieving circuses and sports 
events of painful levy. 

Principal suggestion came from 
John Kelly, Ringling Bros. execu- 
tive, who urged committee consider 
advantage of putting a flat-rate 
charge int. effect and drop the per- 
centage fee principle. 

Advocating a one-cen. tax on all 
admissions, Kelly said circuses are 
paying more than _ proportionate 
share; governmer: is losing out on 
revenue it might expect to receive: 
few film theatres kick in under 
present limited e..emption, and night 
clubs do not pay sufficiently large 
amounts. 

Continuation of the present tax, 
which hits every circus and ma- 
jority of fair-sized carnivals, will 
mean ruin for the business, Kelly 
warned. 

Emphasizing ’ at circuses paid 
$380,000 last year, Kelly said roughly 
only 300 film theatres impose taxes 
under the present scale of exemp- 
tions. Minimum figure should be 
boosted to around 75 cents to give 
fair deal to everybody if this sys- 
tem is to be continued, he said. 

Pointing out that figures indicate 
6,600,000 admissions are sold daily, 





Kelly said: ‘Twenty-three million 
dollars could be collected with a 
one-cent tax and th yield might 


run as high as $39,000,000.’ 

Senatorial antagonism to flat- 
rate principle was shown by Chair- 
man Pat Harrison, who chided 
Kelly: ‘You ;ould be in a stronger 
position if you were asking for an 
exemption for the cireus rather 
than a one-cent ‘ax on ail amuse- 
ments.” Congress will not go for 
such a levy, Harrison warned, re- 
f. .ing to previous heated fights 
~y point where exemptions should 
end. 





PROSKE LOSES TIGER 

Albany, March 19. 
Shriners staged their annual cir- 
cus at the State Armory last week 
with biz on an even keel. Upon his 
arrival in Albany, Captain Proske 
reported one of his tigers had just 
been killed by its mate, tanizaini, 
while in a The victim was 
Sahib, valued at $2,000. 


cage, 


Vet Showman IIl 





Troy, N. Y., March 19. 
Police are seeking relatives of 
Charles Edwards, 60, ticket taker 
of the Garfield freak exhibit, who 
was stricken with paralysis. H¢ 
was taken to the Troy hospital 
Edwards had a membership card in 


th® Camas n, N. J., Elks lodge. 








Washington, March 19. 

Several changes in proposed NRA 
code for amusement parks were ad- 
voeated by park, pool and beach 
operators last week at reconvened 
session to work out details of the 
long-pending pact. 

Reporting that National Associa- 
tion of Amusement Parks and 
American Association of Pools and 
Beaches had merged to meet ob- 
jections that neither was truly rep- 
resentative of the industry, Frank 
W. Darling, representing employers, 
presented a series of amendments, 
mostly to labor clauses, which drew 
immediate fire from operators and 
workers. 

Explaining that amalgamation 
had taken place as result of NRA 
criticism of previously-independent 
organizations, Darling said merged 
associations represent 382 of the 
estimated 700 commercial pools and 
parks which would come under the 
code and include 69.9% of commer- 
cial operators in metropolitan areas. 

Principal amendments proposed 
by Darling included a reduction in 
proposed minimum wage for actors, 
clause permitting ‘equitable reduc- 
tions’ in wages in certain cases, 
changes in method of selecting the 
code authority, authorization for 
members of the industry to use 
code eagle displays, and promulga- 
tion of sanitary and safety rules. 

The minimum wage provision as 
revised would eliminate credit for 
tips and cut the basic figure from 
$10 to $7, while the clause pro- 
hibiting reductions in wages when 
hours are cut would be changed to 
permit employers who have main- 
tained high wages during the de- 
pression to meet competition by 
making restricted reductions under 
supervisions of the code authority. 

Explaining proposals under ques- 
tioning by Deputy Administrator 
William P. Farnsworth, Darling 
said code would require all persons 
earning $35 a week to work seven 


‘days and would permit employers 


to deduct total of 25%.from speci- 
fied minimum earnings of persons 
in suburban regions who were un- 
der 21 or ower 50 years. 
Changes Inadequate 

Protests against general labor 
provis‘ons came from Henry Col- 
lins, Jr., of the Labor Advisory 
Board and Donald K. Wallace of 


NRA research division. Collins de- 
clared vroposed changes would 


provide working conditions which 
were ‘entirely inadequate’ to increase 
either employment or purchasing 
power, while Wallace testified that 
40% of park and pool workers 
would be subject to deductions on 
basis of age. 

Rigid limitation on maximum 
work week was demanded by Col- 
lins, who advocated 46-hour Timit 
with certain exemptions and time 
and one-half pay for all hours in 
excess of 40 a week or eight a day. 
Labor spokesman insisted the nu- 
merous employe classifications in 
the code were cumbersome and un- 
necessary, and suggested minimum 
group rates of $15 for waiters and 
ticket takers, $18 for device and at- 
traction assistants and watchmen, 
and $20 for all other workers. 

Differentials for young and old 
employes should be dropped, Col- 
lins stated, while differential for 
suburban parks should be extended 
to those adjacent to cities of 
100,000 population instead of cities 
with 200,000 population or more. 
Latter change would measurably 
restrict area where waves 10% be- 
low code minimums could be paid. 

Belief that hours should be cut 
further but gradually was expressed 
by Jay Downer, spokesman for NRA 
Industrial Advisory Board, but he 
pointed out that too great a slash 
should not be attempted this year. 
Downer advised slow procedure be- 
cause of growing compctition for 
commercial attractions from munic- 
ipal parks and pools. 

Complaint against the 10% geo- 
sraphical differential was registered 
by R. E. Richwine of Mechanics- 
burg, Pa., who said the proposed 
clause would work a hardship on 
small parks. He suggested that in- 
stead of basing differential on popu- 
lation of cities, the provision in- 
clude the size of the trade area 
or the ‘drawing power’ of the par- 
ticular amusement resorts. 





Renewed complaint against 
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